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PREFACE 

IT  needs  but  few  words  to  set  forth  the  intentions 
of  this  book.  It  is  presented  as  a  record,  in- 
adequate but  fairly  consecutive,  of  the  varying 
fortunes  of  a  Masonic  lodge.  "The  ruthless  hand 
of  time,"  aided  by  the  carelessness  of  men,  have 
wrought  destruction  of  such  early  documents  as 
would  have  niade  the  narrative  complete.  In  de- 
fault of  original  and  unquestioned  information  the 
historian  has  sought  to  piece  out  his  work  from 
many  sources.  Some  other  things  might  even  now 
be  added,  but  the  story  of  the  years  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  book  cast  in  final  shape.  Correc- 
tions and  additions  will  fall  to  the  task  of  whoever 
may  keep  and  preserve  present  affairs  for  the  his- 
torian of  the  future. 

The  historian  would  here  acknowledge  the  un- 
failing kindness  of  the  committee  having  super- 
vision of  the  work.  That  the  book  is  in  any 
measure  a  success  is  owing  to  the  devoted  attention 
of  these  brothers.  Their  suggestions  have  been 
invaluable  and  their  advice  always  wise  and  per- 
tinent. 

Crescent  Lodge  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its 
history.  Upon  its  past  and  present  lists  of  member- 
ship are  to  be  found  the  names  of  those  best  known 
and  most  highly  honored  in  the  community.  They 
have  borne  men's  part  in  all  affairs  wherein  the 
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city  has  benefited.  They  were  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  its  eariiest  growth,  and  have  had  large 
part  in  its  later  growth  and  prosperity.  In  the  dark 
days  of  civil  strife  one-half  its  membership  gave 
willing  patriot  service,  and  some  of  these  returned 
no  more  to  the  altar  where  they  had  made  pledge 
of  loyalty. 

Masonry  has  been  a  strong  factor  in  the  life  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  We  know  that  its  influence  will 
not  wane  with  the  present  generation  of  Craftsmen. 
We  trust  that  the  future  history  of  the  lodge  and 
of  the  fraternity  will  reveal  yet  greater  and  nobler 
things. 

Jos.  E.  MORCOMBE. 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  October  i,  1905. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

RISE  OF  THE  FRATERNITY. 

IN  preparing  the  history  of  a  Masonic  body  it 
is  needful  to  give  some  account  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  fraternity  itself.  The  origin  of 
the  institution  has  tempted  many  pens  to  a  subject 
for  which  they  were  little  prepared.  As  a  conse- 
quence, much  that  is  labeled  history  is  worthless. 
False  and  absurd  statements  have  been  perpet- 
uated, and  several  generations  of  Craftsmen  have 
been  misled  by  the  authorities  from  whom  they 
sought  information.  It  remained  for  a  realistic 
school  of  historians,  having  access  to  such  doc- 
uments as  have  survived  the  years  and  with  an  in- 
finite patience  for  research,  to  rewrite  the  records 
of  Masonry.  To  these  erudite  and  laborious  breth- 
ren are  we  indebted  for  what  is  really  known  of  the 
period  antedating  establishment_  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  in  17 17.  Yet  this  work  is  not 
complete.  New  investigations  occasionally  bring 
out  fresh  facts,  to  modify  former  judgments  or 
strengthen  a  weak  line  of  indications.  From  that 
which  is  available  the  present  writer  can  only 
synopsize  and  group  the  main  and  essential  points. 

So-called  historians  of  the  past,  having  knowl- 
edge only  of  Masonic  traditions  and  symbolism, 
yet  with  indistinct  and  confused  notion  of  critical 
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values,  shirked  the  difficulties  by  claiming  an  im- 
mense antiquity  for  the  institution.  That  Masonic 
teachings  are  very  ancient  will  not  be  denied;  that 
its  symbolism  is  in  large  part  inherited  from  the 
remote  past  is  also  beyond  question.  But  the 
continuity  of  Craft  existence  beyond  the  past  few 
centuries  is  at  least  nqt  proven. 

Time  and  again  through  the  long  ages  the 
ripening  thoughts  of  men  have  demanded  new 
expression.  The  old  formulas  have  no  longer 
satisfied,  or  false  meanings  have  attached  with 
weight  of  authority  to  speech  and  symbol.  Yet 
with  changed  creed  or  cult  the  old  emblems  have 
not  vanished — they  have  been  revivified  with  new 
interpretation.  When  Christianity  supplanted 
Paganism  with  more  ennobling  solutions  of  human 
problems,  neither  the  symbolism  of  the  past  nor 
all  of  its  mythology  were  discarded  with  the  dead 
idols  and  imperfect  ideals.  As  a  great  and  pre- 
cious legacy  the  new  religion  received  and  retained 
the  emblems  which  men  of  many  ages  had  ac- 
counted sacred.  These  preserved  to  the  future  the 
deepest  thoughts  and  aspirations  of  forgotten  gen- 
erations. With  added  meanings  these  serve  still 
to  foster  faith  and  enlighten  devotion.  So,  too, 
the  occult  phases  of  thought,  the  philosophic  and 
moral  ideals  of  the  past  were  expressed  in  purest 
symbols.  Age  after  age  received  these  forms, 
learning  their  arcane  meanings  as  the  wisdom  of 
the  fathers.  The  continuity  of  associative  ex- 
istence was  broken,  as  new  conditions  necessitated 
change,  but  the  symbolic  legacy  passed  from  one  to 
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another  with  but  slight  impairment  or  loss.  Thus 
came  the  soul  or  real  science  of  Masonry — now, 
alas,  a  neglected  wealth ! — rich  with  the  wisdom 
of  ages.  For  the  fraternity  is  but  the  careless  or 
unappreciative  heir.  It  has  but  preserved  this 
heritage  during  a  comparatively  brief  period.  It 
would  be  an  interesting  and  instructive  quest  to 
follow  the  significant  emblems  of  Masonry  back- 
ward through  the  past,  and  thus  trace  the  line 
of  intellectual  descent,  but  space  forbids  such 
digression. 

It  is  often  the  case  that  some  lordly  family  line, 
proud  of  lineage  and  foi-ming  unions  only  within 
the  circle  of  its  equals,  finds  its  later  generations 
weak  and  lacking  in  virility.  Then  from  some 
ruder,  rugged  stock  there  is  accession  of  new  blood 
and  vigor  and  the  mesalliance  becomes  the  saving 
fact  of  the  family  genealogy.  So  I  believe  that  a 
middle  age  representative  of  speculative  wisdom, 
outworn  in  that  barren  life  period,  with  the  in- 
heritance of  all  the  ages  worthless  and  unused  in 
its  feeble  hands,  was  fortunately  engrafted  upon  the 
body  of  operative  Masonry,  and  that  from  this 
timely  union  has  resulted  the  fraternity  of  our 
own  times.  Men  of  ancient  learning  found  this 
virile  and  closely  guarded  association  admirably 
adapted  to  their  purposes.  That  they  sought  en- 
trance in  ever-increasing  numbers  would  indicate 
a  purpose  beyond  mere  affiliation  with  a  body  of 
skilled  artisans.  The  entrance  of  the  speculative 
elements,  gave  permanence  to  a  body  which  in  the 
broadening  life  of  the  times,  must  have  soon  passed 
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into  obscurity  or  become  extinct.  Its  vigor  was 
thus  given  new  direction  and  purpose  and  assured 
its  perpetuity.  "Had  it  not  been  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  speculative  membership,"  says  Bro.  Hugh- 
an,  "that  is,  the  initiation  of  gentlemen  and  others 
who  were  not  Freemasons,  or  those  who  had  no  m- 
tentions  of  becoming  such,  as  a  means  of  livelihood 
— during  the  seventeenth  century,  especially — it 
looks  as  if  the  Ancient  Fraternity  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  would  have  ceased  to  exist  long 
ere  this,  and  its  histoi7,  generally,  would  well-nigh 
have  been  forgotten.  The  preservation  of  our 
time-honored  institution,  at  a  period  when  the 
'Old  Charges'  almost  wholly  ceased  to  be  influen- 
tial as  trade  rules  and  authoritative  guides,  is  due 
more  to  the  Speculative  than  to  the  Operative  por- 
tion of  the  fraternity,  in  providing  for  the  intro- 
duction of  other  elements  than  those  originally  con- 
templated, by  which  the  permanency  and  continuity 
of  the  fraternity  have  been  secured  to  this  day. 
Unfortunately  there  are  extant  no  records  of  ac- 
tual lodge  meetings  prior  to  the  year  1599,  so  that 
the  exact  proportion  which  the  Speculative  bore 
to  the  Operative  element,  in  such  assemblies  before 
that  period,  is  more  or  less  a  matter  of  conjecture, 
though  of  its  Speculative  character,  in  part,  there 
is  no  doubt."  To  fortify  his  position  this  eminent 
and  accurate  Masonic  historian  gives  copious  ex- 
tracts from  the  minutes  of  early  lodges,  especially 
those  of  Scotland,  which  reveal  the  reception,  ini- 
tiation and  presence  of  Speculative  Masons. 

In  the  diai7  of  Elias  Ashmole    (October   16, 
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1646),  that  distinguished  English  antiquarian  and 
chemist  notes  that  he  "was  made  a  Freemason  at 
Warrington,  in  Lancashire,  with  Coll.  Henry 
Mainwaring  of  Karmecham  in  Cheshire."  Of  this 
meeting  B.  H.  Rylands  declares,  that  so  far  as  he 
is  able  to  judge,  "there  is  not  a  scrap  of  evidence 
that  there  was  a  single  operative  Mason  present," 
but  considers  "the  whole  of  the  evidence  seems  to 
point  in  the  opposite  direction." 

As  has  been  before  stated,  the  minutes  of  Scot- 
tish lodges  are  extant  from  1599,  and  from  that 
date  we  are  on  reasonably  sure  ground  in  our 
tracing  of  the  fraternity.  But  copies  of  the  Manu- 
script Constitutions,  or  "Old  Charges,"  have  been 
preserved  from  a  much  earlier  date.  Oldest  among 
these  is  what  is  known  as  the  Regius  MS.  or  Halli- 
well  Poem,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  British 
Museum.  This  document  is  given  approximate 
date  of  1390  and  is  said  by  Bro.  Woodford  to  have 
been  written  by  an  ecclesiastical  scribe  from  a  still 
earlier  manuscript.  In  the  rude  poetical  form  of 
Anglo-Saxon  minstrelsy,  is  given  the  legend  of 
the  Craft,  made  familiar  to  Masons  by  later 
charges.  Through  the  untiring  and  skilful  search 
of  English  Masonic  scholars  and  antiquar- 
ians a  large  number  of  these  manuscript  constitu- 
tions have  been  recovered,  their  dates  fixed  and 
their  forms  carefully  studied.  The  series  now 
available  covers  all  the  intervening  period  between 
date  of  the  Regius  MS.  and  the  time  of  the  "re- 
vival" in  17 1 7. 

The  minute-books  of  the  old  Scottish  lodges. 
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dating  from  1600,  have  also  been  carefully  studied 
and  the  facts  of  value  published  by  indefatigable 
brethren  to  the  great  enlightenment  of  the  Craft. 
While  these  can  not  be  more  than  mentioned  here, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  report  the  conclusion,  a 
conclusion  generally  reached  and  held  by  those 
most  competent  to  judge.  While  these  ancient 
brethren  were  divided  into  Apprentices,  Fellows 
and  Masters,  as  at  present,  these  terms  applied 
only  to  operative  grade  or  standing.  The  only 
form  of  initiation  was  simple  and  brief  and  there 
were  no  ascending  degrees.  The  Apprentice  hav- 
ing received  the  "Mason  Word,"  with  whatever 
else  of  sign  and  token  was  included,  was  privileged 
to  attend  all  meetings  of  his  lodge;  to  witness  the 
essays  or  trials  of  work  by  which  other  apprentices 
were  passed  as  Fellow  Crafts,  or  journeymen;  and 
to  vote  for  Master  or  other  officers  of  the  organiza- 
tion. Not  until  the  fraternity  had  adopted  the 
Grand  Lodge  system  of  government,  and  had  be- 
come a  purely  speculative  body  was  the  present 
system  of  three  degrees  evolved  from  the  legends 
of  the  Craft.  Degrees  and  ritual  are  therefore 
of  comparatively  modern  origin. 

It  is  only  as  we  approach  the  so-called  revival 
of  1 7 17  and  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  that  we  tread  upon  certain  ground. 
Before  that  date,  as  we  have  seen,  there  are  only 
fragments  of  history  and  a  few  ancient  documents 
to  be  laboriously  pieced  by  the  Masonic  historians. 
But  with  this  revival  begins  a  continuous  and  ever 
increasing  light  of  history. 
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According  to  traditions  or  fabrications  of  Ander- 
son and  Preston,  the  first  charter  granted  in  Eng- 
land to  the  Masons  as  a  body  was  bestowed  by 
King  Athelstan  in  926,  upon  the  application  of  his 
brother,  Prince  Edwin.  From  the  assembly  at 
York  resulting  therefrom  the  rise  of  Masonry  in 
England  is  dated.  From  the  statutes  there  enacted 
is  said  to  have  been  derived  the  English  Masonic 
constitution,  and  from  the  place  of  meeting  the  rit- 
ual of  the  English  lodges  was  designated  as  the 
"Ancient  York  Rite." 

For  a  long  time  (still  following  the  tradition) 
the  York  assembly  exercised  Masonic  jurisdiction 
over  all  England,  but  in  1567  the  Masons  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  island  elected  for  themselves 
a  grand  master.  There  were  thus  two  grand  mas- 
ters, who  assumed  distinctive  titles,  the  grand 
master  of  the  north  being  called  Grand  Master 
of  All  England,  while  he  who  presided  in  the  south 
was  called  Grand  Master  of  England. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century 
Masonry  in  the  south  of  England  had  fallen  into 
decay.  There  were  in  the  year  1 7 1 5  but  few  lodges 
in  the  south  of  England,  all  working  in  the  city 
of  London.  These  lodges,  being  desirous  of  re- 
viving the  prosperity  of  the  order,  determined  to 
unite  themselves  under  a  grand  master.  The 
occurrences  which  took  place  then  are  thus  detailed 
by  Preston: 

"On  the  accession  of  George  I  the  Masons  in 
London  and  its  environs,  finding  themselves  de- 
prived of  Sir  Christopher  Wren  and  their  annual 
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meetings  discontinued,  resolved  to  cement  them- 
selves under  a  new  grand  master  and  to  revive  com- 
munications and  annual  festivals  of  the  society. 
With  this  view  the  lodges  at  the  Goose  and  Grid- 
iron, in  St.  Paul's  Churchyard;  the  Crown,  in 
Parker's  Lane,  near  Drury  Lane ;  the  Apple  Tree 
Tavern  in  Charles  Street,  Covent  Garden,  and  the 
Rummer  and  Grapes  Tavern,  in  Channel  Row, 
Westminster,  the  only  four  lodges  in  being  in  the 
south  of  England  at  that  time,  with  some  other  old 
brethren,  met  at  the  Apple  Tree  Tavern  above 
mentioned,  in  February,  17 17,  and  having  voted 
the  oldest  Master  Mason  then  present  into  the 
chair,  constituted  themselves  a  grand  lodge  pro 
tempore  in  due  form.  At  this  meeting  it  was  re- 
solved to  hold  quarterly  communications  of  the 
fraternity,  and  to  hold  the  next  annual  assembly 
and  feast  on  the  24th  of  June  at  the  Goose  and 
Gridiron  in  St.  Paul's  Churchyard  (in  compliment 
to  the  oldest  lodge  which  then  met  there)  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  grand  master  among  them- 
selves, till  they  should  have  the  honor  of  a  noble 
brother  at  their  head.  Accordingly,  on  St.  John 
the  Baptist's  day,  17 17,  in  the  third  year  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  I,  the  assembly  and  feast 
were  held  at  the  said  house,  and  when  the  oldest 
Master  Mason  and  the  master  of  the  lodge,  having 
taken  the  chair,  a  list  of  proper  candidates  for  the 
office  of  grand  master  was  pi-oduced,  and  the 
names  being  separately  proposed,  the  brethren,  by 
a  great  majority  of  hands,  elected  Mr.  Anthony 
Sayer  grand  master  of  Masons   for  the  ensuing 
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year,  who  was  forthwith  invested  by  the  sa,id  old- 
est master,  installed  by  the  master  of  the  oldest 
lodge,  and  duly  congratulated  by  the  assembly  who 
paid  him  homage.  The  grand  master  then  entered 
on  the  duties  of  his  office,  appointed  his  wardens, 
and  commended  the  brethren  of  the  four  lodges  to 
meet  him  and  his  wardens  quarterly  in  communica- 
tion, enjoining  them  at  the  same  time  to  recom- 
mend to  all  the  fraternity  a  punctual  attendance 
upon  the  next  annual  assembly  and  feast." 

"The  'four  old  lodges'  for  certain,  and  probably 
more,"  says  Hughan,  "took  part  in  the  proceedings 
of  that  eventful  gathering,  and  from  that  body,  so 
formed,  has  sprung,  directly  or  indirectly,  every 
Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
working  three  degrees,  in  the  universe."  We  fol- 
low the  same  safe  authority  further:  "The  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ireland,  at  Dublin,  was  formed  1728- 
1729,  but  there  was  one  held  previously  at  Cork, 
as  the  'Grand  Lodge  for  Munster,'  certainly  as 
early  as  1725.  The  Scottish  brethren  did  not  fol- 
low the  example  set  by  England  until  1736. 
*  *  *  From  this  trio  of  Grand  Lodges,  sit- 
uated in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  have  sprung 
all  the  thousands  of  lodges,  wherever  distributed, 
throughout  the  'wide,  wide  world.'  " 

Within  a  few  years  after  establishment  of 
Grand  Lodge  in  England,  dissensions  and  differ- 
ences arose  between  the  brethren.  The  Grand 
Officers  and  others  in  control  were  accused  of  in- 
troducing innovations  and  changes  not  warranted 
by  the  old  constitutions  and  regulations.     In  1738 
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these  dissentients  seceded  from  the  regular  Ma- 
sonic body  of  the  kingdom  and  formed  themselves 
as  an  independent  and  sovereign  Grand  Lodge. 
Claiming  that  they  preserved  their  ceremonies  in 
the  original  forms,  these  seceders  arrogated  to 
themselves  the  title  of  "Ancients,"  and  as  a  term  of 
reproach  styled  those  holding  to  the  regular  Grand 
Lodge  as  "Moderns."  This  schismatic  body  grew 
rapidly  upon  these  false  claims,  and  chartered 
many  lodges  in  England  and  the  colonies.  Thus 
there  were  two  Grand  Lodges  in  England,  work- 
ing in  direct  opposition  to  each  other  until  1813, 
when  the  trivial  differences  were  healed  and  Eng- 
lish Masonry  was  consolidated  under  the  title  of 
the  "United  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  Ma- 
sons of  England."  From  that  time  to  the  present 
the  Mother  Grand  Lodge  has  held  its  place,  free 
from  dissension  or  strife — the  largest  Masonic 
body  of  the  world,  and  the  fountain  of  authority 
for  Craftsmen  in  all  the  newer  lands  of  the  earth. 

Thus  bringing  up  briefly  the  story  of  Masonic 
organization  into  the  present  Grand  Lodge  sys- 
tem I  propose  in  the  succeeding  chapter  to  glance 
at  the  introduction  of  the  institution  into  America, 
and  to  trace  out  the  line  through  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  derives. 


CHAPTER  II. 

MASONRY  IN  AMERICA. 

THE  first  faint  trace  of  Masonry  in  America 
was  indicated,  according  to  our  Brother 
Sereno  Nickerson  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  discov- 
ery at  Goat  Island,  N.  S.,  in  1827,  of  an  engraved 
stone  bearing  date  of  1606,  and  on  which  appears 
the  square  and  compasses  arranged  in  Masonic 
fashion.  By  some  this  is  assumed  to  have  been  a 
gravestone  erected  over  the  ashes  of  an  operative 
brother,  while  others,  with  greater  reason,  hold  it 
to  have  been  a  memorial  set  up  by  European  emi- 
grants as  a  memorial  of  their  first  possession  of 
the  country. 

A  tradition  still  holds  that  a  party  of  wealthy 
Jews,  migrating  from  Holland  to  Rhode  Island, 
met  at  Newport,  and  there,  in  the  year  1658,  con- 
ferred the  Masonic  degrees.  The  evidence  is,  to 
say  the  least,  extremely  doubtful  and  receives  but 
little  credence  among  competent  investigators. 
Further,  it  is  alleged,  again  on  insufficient  author- 
ity, that  a  lodge  was  authorized  at  Boston  in  1720, 
by  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, but  that  its  meetings  were  soon  discontinued. 

In  1730,  during  the  Grand  Mastership  of  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  a  deputation  was  granted  Daniel 
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Coxe,  to  be  Provincial  Grand  Master  of  Nev/ 
York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  This  was 
limited  in  time  to  two  years.  Within  that  period 
he  made  no  report  of  official  actions.  The  conclu- 
sion of  the  English  authorities  Is  that  Coxe  did  not 
estabhsh  any  lodges.  But  In  the  same  year  (1830) 
Benjamin  Franklin,  not  yet  at  that  time  a  iVIason, 
published  In  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  some  ac- 
count of  the  fraternity  in  England,  prefacing  It 
with  the  remark  that  "there  are  several  lodges  of 
Free  ■Masons  erected  in  this  province."  It  is  prob- 
able that  these  lodges  were  simply  gatherings  of 
brethren,  initiated  In  England,  meeting  with- 
out authority.  In  1734  Franklin,  by  then  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  these  bodies,  applied  to  Henry  Price, 
Provincial  Grand  Master  for  North  America,  ask- 
ing a  charter.  The  record  of  the  first  Provincial 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  England  shows  that  this  pe- 
tition was  granted.  The  entry  bears  date  of  June 
24,  1734.  After  reciting  the  facts  of  the  petition. 
It  Is  stated:  "Our  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Mas- 
ter, having  this  year  received  orders  from  the 
Grand  Todge  in  England  to^  establish  Alasoni-y  In 
all  North  America,  did  send  a  deputation  to  Phil- 
adelphia, appointing  the  Right  Worshipful  Mr. 
Benjamin  Franklin  First  Master,  which  is  the  be- 
ginning of  Masonry  there." 

From  this  time  until  about  1758  there  are  but 
scant  records  of  Masonic  acti\ity  or  progress  In 
America.  In  that  year  the  schismatic  Grand  Lodge 
established  their  first  lodge  in  Philadelphia.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  instituted  a  bodv  and 
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formed  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  in  Boston,  and 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  did  the  same  in  New 
York.  Thus  the  bodies  of  four  Grand  Lodges 
were  at  work  in  the  colonies.  However  these  old 
brethren  may  have  differed  on  minor  points  of 
ritualistic  expression  or  lodge  government,  they 
were  evidently  as  one  in  patriotic  sentiments, 
though  perhaps  the  Royalists  of  the  time  were  ta 
be  found  in  great  numbers  in  lodges  holding  to 
the  old  Grand  Lodge  or  "Moderns." 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  came  the 
desire  for  Masonic  independence.  The  two  rival 
bodies  in  Massachusetts  settled  their  differences 
and  united  March  5,  1792,  as  the  "Grand  Lodge 
of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable  Society  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts."  This  union  antedates  that  of 
England  by  twenty-two  years.  Pennsylvania  had 
preceded  her  sister  jurisdiction  in  casting  loose 
from  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge,  severing  the  re- 
lations at  a  quarterly  communication  held  Septem- 
ber 25,  1786. 

By  the  time  we  have  now  reached  Masonry  had 
penetrated  to  all  settled  parts  of  the  country,  and 
was  even  to  be  found  vigorously  working  at  the 
further  outposts  of  the  pioneers.  But  in  taking  up 
the  line  which  finally  brought  Craftsmanship  into 
Iowa  it  is  necessary  that  we  again  pass  back  to  pre- 
revolutionary  times.  The  chain  binding  our  Ma- 
sonry to  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has 
its  first  link  on  this  side  the  Atlantic  in  the  Prov- 
ince, now  State,  of  North  CaroHna. 
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There  has  been  some  controversy  as  to  whether 
the  first  lodges  of  North  Carolina  were  warranted 
by  English  or  Scotch  Masonic  authority.  The  lat- 
ter theory,  while  eri-oneous,  has  been  persistent. 
New  currency  has  just  been  given  it  by  a  statement 
made  in  report  on  Correspondence  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  South  Dakota  (1904).  But  In  a  letter 
since  to  the  present  writer,  Brother  S.  A.  Brown, 
the  author  of  that  report,  admits  error.  In  an  ar- 
ticle published  in  the  Masonic  Voice-Review 
(August,  1904,)  I  endeavored  to  trace  out  the 
origin  of  each  lodge  In  North  Carolina  existing 
prior  to  the  establishment  of  Grand  Lodge  in  that 
jurisdiction.  While  the  records  of  some  are  miss- 
ing, there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  English  origin  of 
all.  A  communication  received  from  Brother  A. 
B.  Andrews,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Council 
of  North  Carolina,  anent  publication  of  article 
mentioned,  brings  me  many  facts  relating  to  these 
old  lodges,  and  confirms  the  position  taken. 

Briefly  summarized,  the  history  of  Masonry  In 
North  Carolina  begins  with  Issuance  of  a  warrant 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  (Moderns),  di- 
rect, for  a  nameless  body  "at  Wilmington,  In  Cape 
Fear  River,  In  the  Province  of  North  Carolina, 
March,  1754  (calendar  says  1755).  This  lodge 
was  not  listed  until  1756,  although  the  constitution 
was  paid  for  June  27,  1754."  August  21,  1767, 
Royal  White  Hart  Lodge,  at  Halifax,  N.  C,  was 
warranted  by  the  same  grand  body.  The  first 
mentioned  lodge  now  appears  upon  the  roster  of 
North  Carolina  as  St.  John's  No.  i,  while  the  sec- 
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ond  retains  its  Royalist  appellation,  and  is  No.  2 
of  that  grand  jurisdiction.  The  Provincial  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  warranted  a  military  lodge 
in  North  Carolina  (being  No.  20  on  the  Provin- 
cial Register) .  The  approximate  date  was  about 
1779,  but  this  was  soon  vacated.  The  other  bodies 
which,  with  those  mentioned,  constituted  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carohna,  derived  with  but 
one  exception  from  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  colony.  That  exception  was  chartered  for 
Pitt  County,  by  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  (St. 
John's)  of  Massachusetts.  The  Grand  Lodge 
formed  by  these  constituents  bears  date  from  De- 
cember 9,  1787.  But  it  was  not  until  June  25, 
1 79 1,  that  the  old  lodges  were  all  re-numbered  and 
new  charters  issued. 

The  genealogical  line  passes  thence  into  Tennes- 
see. From  Gould's  Larger  History  of  Freema- 
sonry we  quote:  "TEe  lodges  in  this  State,  with 
the  exception  of  one  that  derived  its  origin  from 
Kentucky,  were  all  held  under  warrants  from 
North  Carolina  until  the  close  of  18 13.  In  that 
year — December  27 — by  order  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  North  Carolina,  a  convention  was  called,  at 
which  eight  lodges  were  represented,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  was  organized."  Dur- 
ing at  least  a  part  of  the  time  preceding  this  sep- 
aration the  Masonic  body  of  the  two  States  was 
known  officially  as  the  "Grand  Lodge  of  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee."  The  deed  of  relinquish- 
ment of  authority,  signed  by  the  Grand  Master 
of  North  Carolina,  is  dated  September  30,  18 13. 
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The  dates  of  organization  of  Tennessee  lodges, 
established  by  North  Carolina  authority,  range 
from  December  17,  1796,  to  June  24,  18 12.  The 
last  mentioned  (Cumberland  No.  60,  at  Nash- 
ville) was  still  under  dispensation  when  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Tennessee  was  organized. 

The  next  step  is  to  Missouri.  The  first  Masonic 
lodge  in  what  is  now  that  State  was  authorized  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.  This  warrant 
was  granted  in  1807  for  Louisiana  Lodge  No. 
109,  "to  be  held  in  the  town  of  Ste.  Genevieve, 
Territory  of  Louisiana."  The  war  of  18 12  greatly 
disturbed  the  new  territoiy,  and  this,  with  other 
causes,  affected  the  lodge  hannfuUy.  As  a  result 
its  existence  ended  about  18 15.  Another  lodge, 
St.  Louis  No.  Ill,  was  also  authorized  by  Penn- 
sylvania, but  there  is  no  known  record  of  its  work 
or  length  of  life.  Missouri  Lodge,  at  St.  Louis, 
was  on  October  3,  181 5,  granted  dispensation  by 
the  Grand  Master  of  Tennessee,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing year  it  was  chartered  as  No.  12  of  Tennessee. 
It  is  now  No.  I  of  the  Gi'and  Lodge  of  Missouri. 
By  the  same  authority  lodges  were  established  at 
Elkton,  Herculaneum  and  St.  Charles.  Repre- 
sentatives of  three  of  these  lodges  met  at  St.  Louis 
April  23,  1821,  and  organized  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Missouri.  A  lodge  at  Jackson  was  in  1820 
granted  dispensation  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  In- 
diana, and  aftei-wards  obtained  charter  from  the 
new  Grand  Body  of  Missouri. 

From  Missouri  we  pass  to  Iowa.  Masonry  with- 
in our  borders  dates  from  November  30,    1840, 
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when  Des  Moines  Lodge  of  Burlington  (No.  41) 
was  organized,  dispensation  therefor  having  been 
issued  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  Missouri. 
The  petition  signed  by  brethren  located  in  the  then 
capital  of  the  Territory  was  dated  November  12, 
1840,  and  was  recommended  by  Napoleon  Lodge 
No.  25  of  St.  Louis.  In  the  diarj'  and  other  pa- 
pers of  the  late  T.  S.  Parvin  are  given  many  inter- 
esting particulars  of  the  organization  of  this  lodge, 
and  of  the  second  established  in  the  State — that  at 
Muscatine.  "Father"'  Parvin  was  one  of  the  pe- 
titioners for  each  of  these  bodies,  and  his  reminis- 
cences of  the  men,  times  and  circumstances  of  these 
first  lodges  are  of  great  interest.  The  pleasant  task 
has  fallen  to  this  writer  of  collecting  and  preparing 
this  matter  for  publication,  upon  authority  of 
Grand  Lodge.  The  personal  and  anecdotal  side 
of  early  Iowa  Masonry  will  make  interesting  read- 
ing when  this  biography  shall  have  been  given  to 
the  Craft. 

Iowa  Lodge  (No.  42)  at  Muscatine  (then 
Bloomington)  was  organized  under  dispensation 
from  Missouri,  February  4,  1841.  The  date  of 
its  petition  is  January'  18,  1841,  and  the  same  was 
recommended  by  St.  Louis  Lodge  No.  20.  It  was 
chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  Octo- 
ber 10,  1S41. 

Dubuque  Lodge  follows,  its  petition  bearing 
date  of  July  18,  1842.  Its  dispensation  was  issued 
October  14,  1842,  and  the  lodge  was  constituted 
under  that  authorit\-  on  October  21,  1842.  Char- 
ter was  issued  for  the  same  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
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Missouri,  October  lo,  1843,  as  Dubuque  Lodge 
No.  62. 

The  petition  for  Iowa  City  Lodge  is  of  almost 
contemporaneous  date  with  this  last — August  i, 
1842.  This  was  recommended  by  Iowa  Lodge  of 
Muscatine.  October  15,  1842,  dispensation  was 
granted  constituting  the  lodge,  and  on  December 
9,  1842,  it  was  organized.  The  lodge  obtained 
charter  from  Missouri  October  10,  1843,  being 
No.  63  upon  the  roster  of  that  jurisdiction. 

These  four  lodges  were  active  from  the  first. 
Many  brethren  came  to  Iowa  from  the  older  juris- 
dictions and  aided  in  placing  Masonry  in  the  new 
territory  upon  a  sure  and  stable  foundation.  The 
quality  of  these  pioneer  Craftsmen  was  such  as  to 
gain  for  the  institution  at  its  outset  respect  and 
esteem.  This  it  has  ever  since  retained,  and  has 
thus  attracted  into  its  ranks  the  best  of  territorial 
and  state  manhood.  It  was  in  keeping  with  the 
ideas  of  these  men  to  make  early  movement  for  the 
establishment  of  an  Iowa  Grand  Lodge.  The 
same  energy,  love  of  independence  and  pride  of 
home  which  prompted  agitation  for  statehood 
caused  also  the  desire  to  guide  and  foster  the  fra- 
ternity according  to  their  own  will  and  judgment. 

"On  the  loth  day  of  May,  1843,  ^  Masonic 
convention  was  held  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa  Territory, 
composed  of  delegates  from  Iowa,  Dubuque  and 
Iowa  City  Lodges,  assembled  pursuant  to  a  reso- 
lution adopted  by  Iowa  Lodge  No.  42  at  Bloom- 
ington,  at  the  instance  of  Des  Moines  Lodge  No. 
41,  at  Burlington,  asking  said  lodges  to  name  a 
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'time  and  place'  for  the  holding  of  a  convention  to 
take  measures  for  the  organization  of  a  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa;  which  said  resolution  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  lodges  first  aforesaid. 

"At  this  convention,  after  due  consultation,  it 
was — 

"  'Resolved,  That  each  lodge  send  three  repre- 
sentatives to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  at  its 
grand  annual  communication  in  October,  A.  D. 
1843,  and  that  said  representatives  be  authorized 
to  fix  the  time  and  place  for  the  holding  of  a  con- 
vention of  the  chartered  lodges  in  Iowa  Territory, 
in  good  and  regular  standing,  for  the  purpose  of 
proceeding  to  a  complete  and  perfect  organization 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa — and  that  they  notify 
the  several  lodges  of  the  same.' 

"In  pursuance  of  which  the  representatives  of 
the  several  lodges  met  at  the  hall  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri,  on  the  nth  of  October,  A.  D. 
1843,  ^"d  recommended  the  chartered  lodges  of 
the  Territory  to  meet  in  convention  at  Iowa  City, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  (second  day)  of  January,  A. 
D.  1844,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  Also,  that 
the  delegates  of  said  lodges  be  authorized  to  or- 
dain a  constitution,  make  by-laws,  elect  grand  offi- 
cers and  do  all  other  things  requisite  to  the  perfect 
organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.  And, 
further,  that  they  take  with  them  the  charters  and 
by-laws  of  their  several  lodges,  and  deposit  the 
same  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  at  its  forma- 
tion." 

During  the  time  this  action  was  taken  two  other 
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lodges  had  an  existence  within  the  limits  of  the 
territory.  These  were — Rising  Sun  at  Montrose 
and  Eagle  Lodge  at  Keokuk.  These  were  estab- 
lished by  authority  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illi- 
nois. There  was  also  a  Clinton  Lodge  at  Daven- 
port, under  dispensation  from  Missouri,  but  this 
had  no  part  in  the  organization  of  Grand  Lodge 
and  was  never  chartered.  Of  the  two  at  Mont- 
rose and  Keokuk  there  are  several  i-eferences  In  the 
Illinois  proceedings.  Rising  Sun  was  granted  let- 
ters of  dispensation  in  1842,  and  was  at  the  fol- 
lowing grand  communication  given  one  year's  time 
in  which  to  pay  its  dues  and  charter  fees.  At  the 
same  time  the  Committee  on  Returns  and  Work  re- 
ported that  they  had  examined  the  returns  of  this 
lodge,  yet  these  do  not  appear  In  the  published 
proceedings.  In  1843  the  same  committee  brought 
in  a  resolution  "that  the  charter  of  Rising  Sun 
Lodge  No.  12  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Master 
and  Wardens  be  cited  to  appear  at  the  next  grand 
annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  to 
show  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  their  charter 
should  not  be  revoked."  No  appearance  is  noted, 
and  the  lodge  was  thenceforth  dead. 

Eagle  Lodge  at  Keokuk  (not  the  Eagle  Lodge 
No.  12  on  the  roster  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa) 
was  one  of  the  Mormon  lodges  which  caused  a 
scandal  among  Masons  of  Illinois  for  several 
years.  In  1843,  upon  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Returns  and  Work  the  dispensations 
of  lodges  at  Nauvoo  were  withdrawn  and  "that 
for  irregular  work  and  disregard  of  the  resolutions 
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and  instructions  of  this  Grand  Lodge  the  dispensa- 
tion of  Eagle  Lodge  of  Keokuk  is  hereby  revoked 
and  charter  refused."  But  next  year  the  Keokuk 
brethren  sent  up  a  petition  to  Grand  Lodge,  alleg- 
ing that  their  work  had  been  in  all  respects  Ma- 
sonic; that  their  returns  had  been  forwarded  by 
the  delegate  from  Nauvoo — for  which  reason 
there  might  have  been  prejudice  and  misrepre- 
sentation; that  they  had  sought  information  from 
the  Grand  Secretary,  but  had  received  no  reply; 
that  upon  receiving  information  of  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  they  had  ceased  to  meet  as  Ma- 
sons. They  therefore  asked  a  reconsideration  of 
their  case.  It  was  accordingly  recommended  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  visit  Keokuk,  make 
a  thorough  investigation  and  report.  But  before 
this  could  be  done  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  was 
organized,  and  the  neighboring  Grand  Lodge, 
recognizing  Eagle  as  within  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  former,  considered  itself  absolved 
from  all  further  responsibility  for  its  derelict  con- 
stituent. 

Yet  these  two  lodges  at  Keokuk  and  Montrose 
were  to  be  heard  from  yet  again.  When  Illinois 
«o  gracefully  withdrew  from  what  was  then  occu- 
pied territory'  and  abandoned  these  lodges  to  the 
judgment  of  Iowa's  Masonic  authority,  they  gave 
opportunity'  for  a  misunderstanding.  In  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  Grand  Lodge  for  1847,  '"  the  re- 
port made  by  Brother  T.  S.  Parvin,  as  Committee 
on  Foreign  Communications,  there  appears  the  fol- 
lowing : 
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"ClyXNDESTINE — At  the  organization  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  on  the  2d  day  of  January, 
1843,  by  the  four  lodges  holding  charters  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  there  ap- 
peared delegates  from  Keokuk  and  Montrose,  in 
the  Territory  of  Iowa,  claiming  to  represent  Keo- 
kuk Lodge,  U.  D.,  at  the  former  place,  and  Rising 
Sun  Lodge  No.  12,  at  the  latter  place,  both  work- 
ing under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  but  who  were  denied  seats  be- 
cause of  the  Information  received  that  they  were 
not  in  good  standing  with  that  Grand  Lodge. 

"After  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  was  organized 
they  sought  to  place  themselves  under  its  jurisdic- 
tion, which  was  also  denied  them,  until  they  should 
first  produce  to  this  Grand  Lodge  a  certificate  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  of  their  good  stand- 
ing with  that  Grand  Lodge,  which  they  never  did; 
nor  has  this  Grand  Lodge  ever  heard  anything 
more  of  them,  until  the  receipt  of  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  for  the 
past  two  years,  in  which  your  committee  find  under 
the  name  of  these  lodges  the  following  entry: 
'Dispensation  forfeited  and  now  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Grand  I,x)dge  of  Iowa.'  " 

The  Grand  Master  was  therefore  instructed  to 
correspond  with  the  Grand  Master  of  Illinois  and 
seek  an  explanation.  This  was  given,  as  above 
stated,  that  these  lodges,  if  existent,  were  now  un- 
der the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Iowa.    Thus  the  incident  was  closed,  and  these 
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bodies,   after  annoying  two  Grand  Lodges,    are 
heard  of  no  more. 

A  separate  chapter  is  demanded  for  account  of 
organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  and  its 
growth  and  progress  until  such  time  as  Masonry 
appears  in  Linn  county  and  later  in  Cedar  Rapids. 


CHAPTER  III. 

THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  IOWA. 

SO  far  we  have  brought  our  brief  survey  of 
Masonic  spread,  to  the  time  of  establishment 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.  It  becomes  of  in- 
terest and  importance  to  us  of  this  jurisdiction  that 
the  facts  of  this  organization  should  be  under- 
stood, as  from  this  body  our  warrant  and  authority 
is  derived.  The  original  record,  as  preserved  in 
the  first  volume  of  printed  proceedings,  thus  be- 
gins: 

"At  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  four  char- 
tered lodges  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  working  under 
charters  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  as- 
sembled at  the  hall  of  Iowa  City  Lodge  No.  63,  in 
Iowa  City,  Iowa  Territory,  on  the  2d  day  of  Jan- 
uary, A.  D.  1844,  A.  L.  5844,  in  pursuance  of  a 
recommendation  of  the  convention  of  the  represen- 
tatives from  the  lodges  aforesaid,  held  in  the  hall 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  at  its  annual  com- 
munication in  October,  A.  D.  1843,  Brother  Ansel 
Humphreys,  of  Iowa  Lodge  No.  42,  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  Brothers  John  H.  McHenry,  of  Des 
Moines  Lodge  No.  41,  and  George  W.  Cummins, 
of  Dubuque  Lodge  No.  63,  appointed  secretaries. 

"On  the  call  of  lodges  the  following  brethren 
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announced  themselves  as  delegates,  viz.:  J.  H. 
McKenny,  Wesley  Jones,  H.  T.  Hugins,  Burling- 
ton; T.  S.  Parvin,  Ansel  Humphreys,  B.  S.  Olds, 
Bloomington  (Muscatine)  ;  Timothy  Fanning,  G. 
W.  Cummins,  T.  S.  Wilson,  Dubuque;  William 
Reynolds,  S.  M.  Ballard,  J.  R.  Hartsock,  Iowa 
City." 

There  is  an  unwritten  history  of  this  meeting 
and  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa  which  may  soon  be  told.  There  was  rivalry 
for  office  and  something  of  jealousy,  which  has  no 
showing  In  the  proceedings.  Some  years  since,  In 
an  extended  interview,  Brother  Parvin  gave  to  the 
writer  the  underlying  facts.  Later,  as  his  biog- 
rapher, I  was  enabled,  from  the  journals  and  other 
papers  at  my  disposal,  to  fill  out  the  story.  Green 
grass  grows  over  the  graves  of  all  these  old 
brethren — the  things  for  which  they  strove  and 
upon  which  they  differed  are  forgotten.  Only  in 
the  interest  of  accurate  history  will  all  be  told,  and 
that  without  reflection  upon  the  motives  or  meth- 
ods of  the  participants.  Suffice  It  if  here  we  note 
a  general  expectation  on  the  part  of  the  lodges 
that  Brother  Ansel  Humphreys  of  Iowa  Lodge 
would  be  elected  the  first  Grand  Master.  To  de- 
feat this  intention  a  resolution  was  carried  through, 
permitting  the  delegates  to  vote  individually  upon 
any  question  which  might  arise.  But  later,  being 
fearful  that  such  method  might  not  be  considered 
Masonic,  the  resolution  was  reconsidered,  and  votes 
upon  Grand  Officers  were  cast  by  lodges.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  a  combination  was  effected  by 
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which,  upon  the  second  ballot,  Brother  Oliver 
Cock  of  Des  Moines  Lodge  was  elected  Grand 
Master.    The  entire  list  of  Grand  OfBcers  was: 

Oliver  Cock,  Burlington,  Grand  Master. 

Timothy  Fanning,  Dubuque,  Senior  Grand 
Warden.  ' 

William  Reynolds,  Iowa  City,  Junior  Grand 
Warden. 

B.  S.  Olds,  Bloomington,  Grand  Treasurer. 
T.  S.  Parvin,  Bloomington,  Grand  Secretary. 

Adjournment  was  then  had  until  Januaiy  8th. 
Upon  that  date  the  Grand  Lodge  again  recon- 
vened. The  Grand  Master  then  made  known  his 
appointive  officers  as  follows : 

Ansel  Humphreys,  Bloomington,  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

C.  H.  Goldsmith,  Davenport,  Grand  Chaplain. 
G.  W.  Cummins,  Dubuque,  Senior  Grand  Dea- 
con. 

S.  M.  Ballard,  Iowa  City,  Junior  Grand  Dea- 
con. 

Isaac  Magoon,  Bloomington,  Grand  Marshal. 

W.  S.  Trowbridge  and  Ezra  Bliss,  both  of  Iowa 
City,  Grand  Stewards. 

J.  H.  McKenny,  Burlington,  Grand  Sword- 
Bearer. 

Stephen  Hempstead,  Dubuque,  Grand  Pursui- 
vant. 

A  public  installation  followed,  by  R.  W.  Ansel 
Humphreys,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.     Of  this  ceremony  the 


History  Crescent  Lodge  39 

record  reads:  "The  Grand  Officers-elect,  and 
brothers,  under  the  direction  of  Brother  H.  T. 
Hugins  of  Burlington,  Grand  Marshal,  pro  tem., 
marched  in  procession  to  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  where  an  oration  was  delivered  by  Hon. 
Brother  Joseph  Williams,  and  the  officers-elect  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  Installed,  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  constituted  In  due  and  ancient  form;  when 
the  procession  returned  to  the  hall  of  Iowa  City 
Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  was 
closed  In  due  and  ancient  form;  when  Brother 
Humphreys  Inducted  M.  W.  Oliver  Cock,  Esq., 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  Into 
the  Oriental  chair,  who  ordered  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary to  summon  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  when  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  proceeded  to  open  the  same  in  due 
and  ancient  form,  in  the  third  degree,  when  the 
Throne  of  Grace  was  addressed  by  Rev.  Brother 
John  Horner." 

Even  at  this  first  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
the  brethren  of  Linn  County  have  showing,  though 
not  upon  the  written  record.  A  number  of  Masons 
at  Marion  had  held  preliminary  meeting  and  re- 
solved upon  the  establishment  of  a  lodge.  It  was 
hoped  and  intended  to  secure  the  first  Iowa  dispen- 
sation and  thus  follow  In  place  and  number  after 
the  original  four  lodges.  \A^riting  of  the  Incident 
a  short  time  before  his  death.  Grand  Secretary 
Parvin  said : 

"Brother  William  Abbe,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Linn  County,  residing  in  Marion,  had  some  axe 
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to  grind  in  the  legislature.  (That  body  was  in 
session  at  Iowa  City,  then  the  territorial  capital,  at 
the  time  the  Grand  Lodge  was  established.)  He 
was  a  visitor  at  the  convention  and  said  to  the 
viriter,  then  just  elected  Grand  Secretary,  that  he 
proposed  to  secure  the  first  dispensation  issued  by 
the  new-  Grand  Lodge  for  a  lodge  in  his  town  of 
Marion. 

"In  this,  however,  he  was  disappointed,  owing 
to  his  own  kind  and  generous  act.  The  convention 
elected  Oliver  Cock,  the  Master  of  Des  Moines 
Lodge  Xo.  I,  at  Burlington,  as  its  first  Grand 
Master.  Brother  Cock  Mas  not  present,  and  as 
there  was  only  a  semi-weekly  mail  between  the  two 
cities,  it  became  necessary  to  send  a  special  mes- 
senger for  him,  and  secure  his  attendance  for  in- 
stallation. Brother  Abbe,  aforesaid,  volunteered 
to  go  to  Burlington,  traveling  horseback,  and  bring 
him  to  Iowa  City.  The  convention  then  adjourned 
to  meet  on  the  8th  inst.  (Januarj'  8th,  1844)  for 
installation  of  Grand  Master  and  organization  of 
Grand  Lodge. 

"For  this  reason  Brother  Abbe  was  prevented 
from  securing  the  necessary  petition  from  Marion, 
as  had  been  intended.  In  the  meantime  Brother 
George  McClean,',  of  Wapello,  who  was  also  pres- 
ent at  Iowa  City  and  in  attendance  as  a  visitor  at 
the  convention,  saw  opportunity  to  secure  the  cov- 
eted place  and  precedence.  Taking  advantage  of 
this  adjournment  he  sent  a  special  messenger  to 
Wapello  to  secure  the  requisite  number  of  signa- 
tures for  the  organization  of  a  lodge  at  his  home. 


THEODORE    S.   PARVIX 
Grand  Secretary  at  Organization  of  Lodge 
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"The  Grand  Lodge  was  duly  organized  on  the 
8th  of  January,  1844,  and  the  petition  of  the 
brethren  of  Wapello  was  promptly  presented  to 
the  new  Grand  Master,  who  issued  his  dispensation 
for  Wapello  Lodge  No.  5,  with  Brother  McCleary 
as  its  first  Master.  It  was  thus  that  this  lodge  led 
all  others,  now  numbering  over  500 — the  out- 
growth of  that  small  beginning.  Brother  Abbe 
was  somewhat  disappointed  and  discouraged,  so 
several  weeks  passed  before  he  presented  his  pe- 
tition, which  was  duly  honored,  and  a  dispensation 
issued  for  Marion  Lodge  No.  6,  with  Brother 
Abbe  as  the  first  Master." 

At  the  annual  communication  of  1845,  held 
again  at  Iowa  City,  we  find  that  Marion  Lodge, 
U.  D.,  was  represented  by  J.  C.  Berry,  Junior 
Warden.  Grand  Master  Cock,  in  his  annual  ad- 
dress, notes  the  issuance  of  dispensation  to  this 
lodge.  He  also  stated  that  he  had  deputed  Brother 
J.  R.  Hartsock  of  Iowa  City  (afterward  Grand 
Master)  to  visit  and  lecture  before  several  lodges, 
Marion  being  among  the  number.  In  his  report 
Brother  Hartsock  declared  "that  on  account  of  im- 
possibility of  crossing  the  Cedar  River  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  visit  Marion  Lodge." 

These  matters  gleaned  of  the  early  history  of 
Marion  Lodge  are  certainly  in  place  here.  It  was 
for  some  years  the  only  Masonic  body  of  the 
county,  and  those  of  Cedar  Rapids  who  desired  to 
affiliate  or  to  receive  Masonic  light  became  mem- 
bers of  the  lodge  at  the  county  seat.  This  by  way 
of  explanation,  no  apology  being  needed. 
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The  Committee  on  Lodges  under  Dispensation 
at  this  Grand  Lodge  session  of  1845  found  that 
"the  returns  from  Marion  are  incomplete,  only  a 
tabular  statement  of  work  having  been  received 
with  her  dispensation.  This  lodge  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  returns  received  were  all  that  they 
were  required  to  send  up.  Fi-om  this  statement  it 
would  appear  that  the  work  of  this  lodge  was  well 
done,  but  her  by-laws  not  being  returned,  we  are 
unable  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  their  conformity  to 
the  ancient  usages  of  the  order."  The  committee 
therefore  submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  whether, 
under  the  circumstances,  Marion  Lodge  should  be 
chartered,  with  the  understanding  that  perfect  re- 
turns be  sent  up  to  the  Grand  Secretary  in  a  rea- 
sonable time,  or  whether  it  should  be  continued  un- 
der dispensation  for  another  year. 

However,  upon  motion  of  Brother  J.  S.  Dunlap 
of  Burlington,  it  was  ordered  that  charter  issue  to 
Marion  Lodge,  to  be  numbered  6;  that  Its  repre- 
sentatives be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  it  be  required 
to  send  to  the  Grand  Secretai-y  more  complete  re- 
turns as  soon  as  convenient.  A  note  appended  to 
the  record  says  that  such  returns  were  not  received 
up  to  March  25,  1845.  At  this  meeting  Grand 
Master  Cock,  upon  re-election,  appointed  Brother 
William  Abbe,  of  Marion,  as  Grand  Pursuivant. 
Brother  Abbe,  upon  the  issuance  of  charter  to  his 
lodge,  was  Installed  as  Worshipful  Master  by  the 
Grand  Master,  in  presence  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  given  authority  and  order  to  install  the  several 
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officers  of  his  lodge.  The  returns  from  No.  6  for 
the  year  show  the  following  list  of  officers  and 
members : 

William  Abbe,  Worshipful  Master. 

L.  HoUenback,  Senior  Warden. 

J.  C.  Berry,  Junior  Warden. 

J.  McKee,  Treasurer. 

A.  E.  Skinner,  Secretary. 

Samuel  Hunter,  Senior  Deacon. 

David  Styles,  Junior  Deacon. 

H.  F.  Camp,  Tyler. 

Master  Masons — L.  M.  Strong  (only  one  des- 
ignated as  Past  Master),  E.  P.  Forsyth,  M. 
Holmes,  Justice  Wells,  Israel  Mitchell. 

In  1846,  at  Grand  Lodge,  Marion  Lodge  was 
fully  represented  by  M.  Holmes,  W.  M. ;  L.  M. 
Strong,  S.  W.,  and  J.  C.  Berry,  J.  W.  At  this 
meeting  also  appears  the  name  of  Brother  George 
Greene,  as  proxy  for  the  Worshipful  Master  of 
Dubuque  Lodge  No.  3.  Brother  Greene  was  later 
one  of  the  petitioners  for  Cedar  Rapids  (now 
Crescent)  Lodge,  and  its  first  Master.  This  is 
the  first  appearance  in  the  Grand  Lodge  records  of 
any  name  of  those  who  afterwards  were  identified 
with  the  Craft  in  our  home  city. 

Masonry  was  evidently  prosperous  in  Linn 
County  during  the  year  1845-46.  At  the  preced- 
ing communication  Marion  Lodge  had  returned 
thirteen  members.  Within  the  year  it  ha:d  in- 
creased to  twenty-two  "and  one  past  member." 
In  the  returns  for  this  year  is  the  name  of  John 
Vardy,   who   later   appears  upon   the  petition   of 
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Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  having  demitted  to  aid  in 
institution  of  the  latter. 

In  1847  Brother  George  Greene  was  appointed 
Grand  Lodge  orator  and  dehvered  an  address  of 
rare  beauty  and  aptness,  indicating  a  close  attention 
and  clear  knowledge  of  the  principles  and  tenets  of 
Masonry.  Brother  Strong,  Worshipful  Master  of 
No.  6,  was,  after  election  for  Grand  Lodge  offi- 
cers, appointed  Senior  Grand  Deacon.  As  an  ex- 
ample of  what  errors  were  made  in  these  early  days 
of  Iowa  Masonr}'.  when  but  few  had  opportunity 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  minutiae  of  pro- 
cedure, I  copy  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges,  relative  to  the  returns  of 
Marion  Lodge : 

"Your  committee  would  further  report  that,  on 
examination  of  the  transcript  of  Marion  Lodge 
Xo.  6,  they  find  some  things  to  commend,  while 
they  find  others  to  condemn.  Yet  they  are  happy 
to  say  that,  in  the  main,  their  work  has  been  well 
done.  They  find  that  at  the  regular  communica- 
tion held  on  the  17th  of  January,  1847,  the  lodge 
was  opened  on  the  three  several  degrees — a  candi- 
date was  balloted  for  and  initiated  without  a  senior 
warden  (as  appears  by  the  transcript).  This, 
however,  your  committee  presume  must  have  been 
a  mistake  in  transcribing. 

''Your  committee  further  find  that  at  a  special 
communication  held  on  the  23d  of  April,  1846,  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  Brother  M.  Holmes,  the 
lodge  was  opened  on  the  three  several  degrees; 
which  is  at  variance  with  ancient  usages,  and    a 
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violation  of  the  ancient  constitutions  of  Masonry; 
the  lodge  on  a  funeral  occasion  should  be  opened 
only  on  the  third  degree. 

"Your  committee  also  find  that  on  several  occa- 
sions petitions  for  initiation  were  presented  to  the 
lodge  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee, 
when  the  name  of  the  applicant,  or  petitioner,  did 
not  appear  by  the  transcript,  nor  could  your  com- 
mittee determine  who  he  was.  Your  committee 
believe  this  an  omission  which  should  not  be  over- 
looked. The  record  and  transcript  should  show 
the  name  of  every  applicant  for  the  degrees  of  Ma- 
sonr\-  fairly  written." 

Marion  Lodge  was  during  the  autumn  of  1847 
(October)  visited  by  Grand  Master  Humphreys, 
and  in  presenting  his  accounts  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
the  next  year  that  officer  notes  that  only  lodges  at 
Marion  and  Tipton  had  paid  their  proportion  of 
his  expenses.  Of  another  visit  made  late  in  1848 
the  Grand  Master  reported:  "At  Marion  I  spent 
about  two  weeks.  Many  have  united  there,  both 
by  initiation  and  admission.  Great  zeal  character- 
izes the  proceedings  of  the  lodge.  Great  improve- 
ments have  been  made  there,  both  in  Masonry  and 
in  morals,  and  the  prospects  are  highly  flattering." 

Censure  was  passed  upon  this  lodge  at  the  Com- 
munication of  1849  for  what,  upon  the  presenta- 
tion made,  was  a  grave  infraction  of  Masonic  law 
and  principle.  Again  quotation  is  made  from  re- 
port of  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges : 

" — A  petition  v\'as  reported  upon,  and  three  sev- 
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eral  ballots  taken — then  the  matter  postponed  for 
three  or  four  meetings,  and  finally,  upon  the  fourth 
ballot,  the  candidate  elected.  Here  is  a  matter — 
and  a  very  grave  matter — requiring  the  interfer- 
ence of  this  Grand  Lodge;  for  if  a  lodge  is  permit- 
ted to  proceed  in  this  way,  any  person,  however 
unworthy  (and  that  known  to  but  a  single  mem- 
ber), may  find  his  way  into  our  fraternity — for 
every  brother  is  well  aware  that  at  a  meeting  of  the 
lodge,  if  the  objecting  brother  should  be  absent 
from  any  cause,  a  ballot  could  be  taken,  and  the 
candidate  elected.  This  would  be  depriving  a 
brother  of  a  right  guaranteed  by  our  ancient 
usages." 

At  the  Grand  Lodge  (1850)  just  preceding  In- 
stitution by  dispensation  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge 
It  is  matter  of  Interest  to  note  such  members  upon 
the  returns  from  Marion  as  withdrew  to  petition 
for  the  new  body.  These  were :  John  Vardy, 
Thomas  Downing,  Samuel  F.  Hook,  N.  B.  Brown, 
Stephen  Pollock  and  J.  H.  Kelsey.  The  name  of 
George  Greene  is  for  the  year  still  upon  the  roster 
of  Dubuque  Lodge  No.  3. 

The  annual  address  of  Grand  Master  McCord, 
delivered  before  the  eighth  grand  communication, 
which  convened  at  Fort  Madison  on  Tuesday, 
June  3,  1 85 1,  has  the  following  paragraph,  which 
brings  us  at  once  to  the  immediate  subject  of  our 
labors.    It  reads : 

"On  the  twenty-third  of  November  last  I  granted 
a  dispensation  to  Brother  George  Greene  and  seven 
others.  Master  Masons,  authorizing  them  to  open 
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Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  in  Linn  County.  Their  pe- 
tition was  recommended  by  Marion  Lodge  No.  6." 

At  this  session  S.  D.  Carpenter,  as  proxy  for 
Junior  Warden,  represented  the  lodge.  In  the 
first  returns  Brother  Carpenter  was  the  only  Mas- 
ter Mason  who  had  no  official  position.  He  was 
initiated,  passed  and  raised  upon  the  evening  of 
institution.  In  the  report  of  Committee  on  Lodges 
Under  Dispensation  the  only  remaric  anent  this  new 
lodge  is  "By-laws  and  work  correct." 

But  story  of  organization  of  the  lodge  and  steps 
leading  thereto  deserve  place  with  a  new  chapter. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  CRESCENT  LODGE. 

A  GREAT,  and  at  first  essay  an  insuperable 
obstacle  confronts  the  compiler  of  this  his- 
tory at  the  outset.  Had  the  complete  records  of 
the  lodge  been  preserved,  it  would  have  been  plain 
sailing.  The  meager  and  routine  entries  could  then 
have  been  extended  from  other  sources  of  in- 
formation, and  made  complete  in  their  relations 
to  men  and  events.  But  the  almost  indispensable 
records  are  missing  from  the  time  of  beginning 
until  in  the  early  70's.  The  loss  of  these  books 
are  not  to  be  charged  to  later  negligence,  but  to 
intentional  and  surreptitious  destruction  by  party 
or  parties  interested  in  blotting  out  certain  matters. 
To  fill  in  this  blank,  it  has  been  necessary  to  make 
slow  and  uncertain  search  through  the  newspaper 
files  of  the  first  years.  In  this  search,  the  compiler 
has  been  impressed  with  the  reticent  qualities  of 
the  brethren  of  a  generation  ago.  Matters  which 
in  our  own  time  would  have  found  mention  more 
or  less  extended  in  public  print  are  passed  over  in 
silence.  And  this,  too,  during  a  period  when  the 
principal  newspaper  of  the  city  was  in  editorial 
charge  of  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  and  best- 
posted  Masons  of  the  time. 

To  eke  out  this  dearth  of  matter  recourse  has 


DAVID  KING 
His  death,  in  1854,  was  the  first  occurring:  in  the  membership  of  the  Lodge.    One  of  first  set- 
tlers of  Cedar  Kapids,  his  farm  being  wliat  is  now  West  Cedar  Kapids,  formerly  Kingston. 
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been  had  to  those  whose  memory  runs  back  to  the 
days  of  pioneers.  Fortunately  for  us,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  history  and  for  the  edification  of 
brethren  who  shall  come  after  us,  this  work  has 
been  authorized  before  the  last  of  the  old  Masons 
has  passed  from  the  scene  of  earthly  labor.  Of 
the  charter  members  all  have  written  "Finis"  to 
their  books  of  life,  and  their  lips  are  long  since 
sealed  in  the  eternal  silence.  Most  of  those  who 
in  the  first  decade  of  lodge  existence  served  as 
officers,  or  as  Craftsmen  followed  the  designs  qpon 
the  trestle-board,  have  also  heard  the  call  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Master.  Yet  one,  who  was  in 
that  day  of  beginnings  closely  associated  with  the 
lodge  and  its  labors,  still  survives.  In  the  returns 
for  1855  '^he  name  of  Isaac  N.  Whittam  appears 
upon  the  roster  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge.  That  he 
was  even  then  active  among  the  brethren  is  evi- 
denced by  the  fact  that  he  attended  the  annual 
communication  of  Grand  Lodge  at  Keosauqua  as 
proxy  for  the  Worshipful  Master.  For  several 
years  he  was  Secretary,  and  transcribed  into  the 
missing  records  the  actions  and  intentions  of  his 
brethren.  Through  all  the  years  intervening. 
Brother  Whittam  has  been  a  Mason  in  heart 
and  soul,  as  ready  to  serve  the  cause  as  in  the  older 
days.  To  the  first  request  of  the  writer  for  in- 
formation he  gave  instant  and  fraternal  assent, 
assuring  me  of  his  willingness  and  desire  to  assist 
in  any  and  every  way  possible.  The  reminiscences 
of  this,  the  oldest  Mason  in  Cedar  Rapids,  will  be 
found  perhaps  the  most  interesting  and  valuable 
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chaptei-  of  the  present  book.  These  personal  rec- 
ollections, gleaned  from  the  memory  of  one  who 
had  part  in  the  affairs  of  a  generation  of  departed 
brothers,  have  the  value  of  truthfulness,  the  charm 
that  comes  from  a  calling  up  of  the  past,  and  the 
pathos  with  which  the  last  sui-vivor  tells  the  story 
of  his  dead  and  gone  contemporaries.  Though 
now  and  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  sister 
Lodge,  Brother  Whittam's  place  in  the  Masonic 
history  of  Cedar  Rapids  is  in  the  records  of  this 
body,  and  in  the  brief  biographies  of  the  early 
membership  I  have  given  him  honored  place. 

But  to  return  to  the  organization  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  with  which  this  chapter  is  to  deal.  As 
we  have  seen,  the  brethren  who  came  from  older 
communities  of  the  east  to  what  was  then  a  little 
frontier  hamlet,  hardly  to  be  dignified  with  name 
of  village,  had  no  opportimity  to  transfer  mem- 
bership to  their  new  home.  As  was  usually  the  case 
social  life  centered  at  the  county  seats,  and  there 
the  first  churches,  schools  and  fraternity  homes 
were  established.  The  Masons  among  pioneer 
settlers  of  Linn  County  were  therefore  fortunate 
in  finding  a  lodge  so  early  established  at  Marion. 
When  population  was  sparse  and  neighboi^s  distant 
what  would  now  be  deemed  an  inconvenient 
journey  was  not  a  matter  to  be  really  considered. 
Thus  the  Craftsmen  of  Cedar  Rapids  found  a 
lodge  home  within  easy  distance,  and  with  this  they 
were  for  some  years  well  satisfied.  Those  in  the 
embryo  town  by  the  river  who  wished  admittance 
to  the   fraternity  likewise  petitioned  No.   6,   and 
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were  by  the  brethren  of  that  body  initiated  Into 
the  mysteries  of  Masonry. 

But  with  the  late  '40s  Cedar  Rapids  had  begun 
to  appreciate  its  situation  and  to  realize  its  possibil- 
ities. In  a  separate  chapter  there  is  set  forth  some 
account  of  the  town  at  the  time  this  lodge  was 
organized.  Here  it  may  suffice  to  say  that  the 
surrounding  land  had  just  been  opened  to  entry. 
The  real  vanguard  of  settlers  was  making  its 
appearance,  taking  up  such  locations  as  chance  or 
judgment  directed.  In  1849  railroad  talk  was 
heard  and  lines  were  projected  which  would  give 
easier  access  to  more  distant  markets.  The  first 
railroad  into  the  town  was  then,  however,  ten 
years  away.  But  the  first  follicle  of  the  city's 
future  growth  was  showing  from  the  field  of  time. 

Every  activity,  present  and  projected,  felt  the 
impulse  and  strove  to  aid  and  add  to  expansion. 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  the 
Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids  should  also  wish  the 
fraternity  to  be  represented  by  a  home  organiza- 
tion. There  v/as,  likewise,  the  example  of  other 
communities  over  the  newly-admitted  state,  where 
lodges  were  being  established  and  successfully 
maintained.  The  situation  was  canvassed,  and  it 
was  found  the  requirement  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
constitution,  that  seven  Master  Masons,  "known 
and  approved,"  should  sign  petition  for  a  new 
lodge,  could  be  complied  with.  The  result  of  this 
inquiry  was  formulation  of  the  following  docu- 
ment: 

"To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the 
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Grand    Lodge   of   Ancient,    Free    and    Accepted 
Masons  of  the  State  of  Iowa : 

"We,  the  undersigned,  being  Master  Masons 
of  good  standing,  and  having  the  prosperity  of  the 
Craft  at  heart,  are  anxious  to  exert  our  best  en- 
deavors to  promote  and  diffuse  the  genuine  prin- 
ciples of  Free  Masonry,  and  for  the  convenience 
to  our  respective  dwellings  and  other  good  reasons, 
we  are  desirous  of  forming  a  new  lodge  to  be 
named  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge.  We,  therefore,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  and  the  lodge  nearest  our  residence,  re- 
spectfully pray  for  a  dispensation  empowering  us 
to  meet  as  a  regular  lodge  at  Cedar  Rapids  on  the 
first  Monday  before  the  full  moon  of  every  month, 
and  there  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Ancient  York 
Masonry  in  a  constitutional  manner,  according  to 
the  forms  of  the  order  and  the  laws  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

"And  we  have  nominated  and  do  recommend 
Brother  Geo.  Greene  to  be  the  first  Master,  Broth- 
er John  Vardy  to  be  the  first  Senior  Warden  and 
Brother  Isaac  Cook  to  be  the  first  Junior  Warden 
of  the  said  lodge. 

"The  prayer  of  this  petition  being  granted,  we 
promise  strict  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the 
Grand  Master  and  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

"Cedar  Rapids,  Oct.  2,   1850. 
"JAMES  KEELER,     THOS.  DOWNING, 
GEO.  GREENE,  N.  B.  BROWN, 

JOHN  VARDY,  SAMUEL  F.  HOOK, 

ISAAC   COOK,  JOHN  H.  KELSEY." 
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Marlon  Lodge  No.  6,  having  as  a  kind  and 
loving  foster  mother  brought  up  and  cared  for 
these  waifs  from  a  near-by  community,  was  well 
pleased  to  see  them  grown  to  full  stature  and  seek- 
ing to  establish  a  home  of  their  own.  The  rec- 
ommendation of  that  lodge  is  appended  to  the 
original  petition,  and  is  as  follows: 

"We,  the  undersigned,  Worshipful  Master  and 
Wardens  of  Marion  Lodge  No.  6,  do  certify  that 
the  within  petition  was  this  day  presented  in  said 
Marion  Lodge  in  open  lodge  and  by  unanimous 
vote  of  the  lodge  this  lodge  fully  concurs  with  the 
prayer  of  said  petition  and  recommends  the  grant 
of  a  dispensation  as  desired  by  the  petitioners. 
"October  26,  1850. 

"H.  RrSTINE,  W.  M. 
HOSEA  W.  GRAY,  S.  W. 
NATHANIEL  CHAPMAN,  J.  W." 

In  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  this  petition, 
which  was  presented  to  Grand  Master  W.  D. 
McCord,  the  brethren  named  were  authorized  by 
dispensation  to  open  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  and  to 
do  such  work  as  is  authorized  by  such  permission. 
This  document  bears  date  of  November  23,  1850. 
It  Is,  therefore,  from  this  date  that  lodge  history 
in  Cedar  Rapids  nms.  The  text  of  this  document 
referred  to  is  as  follows : 

"DISPENSATION. 
"To  all  Whom  It  May  Concern: 
"Greeting : 

"Whereas,  a  Petition  has  been  presented  to  me 
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by  sundry  brethren,  to-wit,  Brothers  James 
Keeler,  George  Greene,  John  Vardy,  Isaac  Cook, 
Thomas  Downing,  N.  B.  Brown,  Samuel  F.  Hook 
and  John  H.  Kelsey,  residing  in  the  town  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  County  of  Linn,  and  State  of  Iowa,  pray- 
ing to  be  congregated  into  a  regular  Lodge,  and 
promising  to  render  obedience  to  the  ancient  usages 
and  landmarks  of  the  Fraternity,  and  the  laws  of 
the  Grand  Lodge;  and — 

"Whereas,  said  Petitioners  have  been  recom- 
mended to  me  as  Master  Masons,  in  good  stand- 
ing, by  the  Masters,  Wardens  and  other  members 
of  Marion  Lodge  No.  6,  under  our  jurisdiction : 

"Therefore,  I,  W.  D.  McCord,  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  repos- 
ing full  confidence  in  the  recommendation  afore- 
said, and  in  the  Masonic  integrity  and  ability  of 
the  petitioners,  do,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me 
vested  hereby  grant  this  Dispensation,  empower- 
ing and  authorizing  our  trusty  and  well-beloved 
Brethren  aforesaid  to  form  and  open  a  Lodge, 
after  the  manner  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  therein  to  admit  and  make  Free- 
masons, according  to  the  ancient  customs,  and  not 
otherwise. 

"This  Dispensation  is  to  continue  in  full  force 
until  the  next  annual  communication  of  our  Grand 
Lodge  aforesaid,  unless  sooner  revoked  by  me. 
And  I  do  hereby  appoint  Brother  George  Greene 
to  be  the  first  Master,  Brother  John  Vardy  to  be 
the  first  Senior  Warden  and  Brother  Isaac  Cook 
to  be  the  first  Junior  Warden  of  the  said  new 
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Lodge.  And  it  shall  be  their  duty,  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  return  this  Dispensation,  with 
a  correct  transcipt  of  all  proceedings  had  under 
the  authority  of  the  same,  together  with  an  attested 
copy  of  their  by-laws,  to  our  Grand  Lodge  afore- 
said, at  the  expiration  of  the  time  herein  specified 
— for  examination  and  such  further  action  in  the 
premises  as  shall  then  be  deemed  wise  and  proper. 

"Given  under  our  hand,  and  the  seal  of  our 
Grand  Lodge  aforesaid,  at  Burlington,  this 
twenty-third  day  of  November,  A.  L.  5850,  A.  D. 
1850. 

"W.  D.  McCORD,  Grand  Master. 

"Grand 

Lodge 

Seal. 

Attest. 

"T.  S.  PARVIN,  Grand  Secretary." 

It  was  a  day  of  small  beginnings,  both  for  the 
community  and  the  fraternity.  In  a  separate  chap- 
ter herein  is  given  some  account  of  Cedar  Rapids 
as  it  was  in  the  year  1850.  The  scarcity  of  money 
limited  every  effort.  The  pioneers  had  a  rude 
plenty,  so  far  as  natural  productions  were  con- 
cerned, or  those  necessaries  to  be  obtained  by  bar- 
ter. The  brethren  found  themselves  sadly  put  to 
it  to  provide  for  the  requisite  furniture  and  essen- 
tial paraphernalia  of  the  lodge  room. 

"There  was  considerable  interest  taken  in  the 
organization  and  first  movements  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  in  Cedar  Rapids,  so  far  as  these  could  be 
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known  to  the  people  outside,"  says  Bro.  Whittam. 
"It  was  the  first  society  to  find  home  in  the  village, 
and  others  besides  the  members  were  proud  of  it 
as  an  evidence  of  growth.  The  first  hall  occupied 
by  the  lodge,"  he  continues,  "was  in  a  building, 
which  stood  at  what  is  now  the  north  end  of  the 
Arcade  (formerly  Southern)  hotel.  Rough  benches 
were  at  first  provided  for  seating  the  members, 
with  common  and  uneasy  chairs  for  the  oflicers. 
There  was  then  no  furniture  store  in  town.  Any- 
thing of  the  kind  had  to  be  purchased  at  Muscatine, 
and  even  there  the  choice  was  limited.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  indispensable  articles  were  made 
by  some  local  artisan.  These  were  plain,  but  ser- 
viceable and  lasting.  So  it  was  that  when  the 
Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids  soon  tired  of  the  benches 
they  sought  out  Bro.  Joseph  A.  Love,  a  cabinet 
maker  who  had  a  shop  in  the  same  building  as  the 
lodge  room,  and  commissioned  him  to  make  the 
needed  furniture.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  not 
one  article  of  these  furnishings  has  been  preserved 
and  is  now  in  possession  of  the  local  bodies,  as  a 
memento  of  these  first  days." 

By  the  time  Grand  Lodge  met  in  Fort  Madison 
in  June,  185 1,  the  returns  show  but  one  additional 
Master  Mason  added  to  the  list  of  those  on  peti- 
tion for  dispensation — that  of  S.  D.  Carpenter. 
The  transcript  of  these  months  under  dispensation 
is  unfortunately  missing  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
archives,  as  are  the  lodge  records  of  this  period. 
There  is  no  way  in  which  the  stoi-y  of  first  work 
can  be  told.     Reminiscences  may  give  us  acquaint- 


THE    FIRST    LCiDGE    HALL 
On  site  just  north  of  Arcade,  formerlv  Brown's.  Hotel 
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ance  with  the  men  whose  names  appear  in  the  an- 
nual returns  and  here  and  there  we  may  pick  up  a 
broken  thread.  These  do  httle  but  indicate  to  us 
what  has  been  lost  through  negligence  of  those  to 
whom  the  documents  were  given  in  charge. 

Bro.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  to  whom  reference  is  made 
above,  and  who  became  the  second  Master  of  the 
lodge  (in  1853)  was  in  attendance  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  Grand  Lodge  after  institution,  rep- 
resenting his  brethren  as  proxy  for  the  Junior 
Warden.  As  will  be  seen  elsewhere  the  three  de- 
grees were  conferred  upon  Bro.  Carpenter  on  the 
evening  of  institution  by  the  Grand  Master. 

One  or  two  other  items  in  regard  to  the  lodge 
may  be  gleaned  from  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings 
of  1 85 1.  From  this  source  we  learn  that  Grand 
Master  McCord  visited  the  brethren  of  Cedar 
Rapids  and  was  with  the  lodge  for  purpose  of  in- 
struction. That  he  found  this  handful  of  Masons 
well  grounded  in  the  principles  of  their  art  and 
eager  to  add  to  their  knowledge  is  evident  from 
his  meager  statement.  The  lodge  was  also  among 
the  few  of  those  thus  visited  willing  to  bear  just 
proportion  of  the  Grand  Master's  expenses.  He 
reports  having  received  five  dollars  from  this 
source.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that 
Grand  Lodge,  upon  receiving  the  report  of  visita- 
tions made,  appropriated  a  sum  sufficient  to  allow 
this  officer  $1.25  per  day  as  remuneration  for  his 
work  and  travel.  This  indicates  the  scanty  re- 
sources of  the  grand  body,  and  also  gives  an  idea 
of  the  money  value  of  services  ip  those  pioneer 
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days.  In  the  Grand  Secretary's  financial  report 
for  the  same  year  credit  is  given  Cedar  Rapids 
Zx)dge  for  $10.00  paid  for  dispensation  and 
$20.00  for  the  charter. 


CHAFfER  V. 

1851-1854. 

HAD  we  now  those  records  so  unfortunately 
missing  how  interesting  and  even  picturesque 
could  be  made  the  story  of  the  first  years  of  lodge 
life.  Into  the  routine  of  the  record  could  be 
woven  many  features  throwing  light  upon  the  men 
mentioned  and  their  times ;  the  reminiscent  touches 
which  would  give  in  highest  degree  value  and 
readable  quality  to  the  completed  work. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
Lodges  Under  Dispensation,  at  the  Grand  Lodge 
session  of  1851,  they  having  found  the  "by-laws 
and  work  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  correct,"  a  char- 
ter was  issued  to  that  body.  The  resolution  to 
that  effect  gives  it  Number  25  and  names  George 
Greene,  Worshipful  Master;  John  Vardy,  Senior 
Warden  and  Isaac  Cook,  Junior  Warden.  The 
charter,  thus  issued,  bears  date  of  June  4,  1851. 
This  document  admitted  the  new  body  to  the  full 
privileges  of  the  Craft,  and  conferred  upon  It  all 
the  rights  pertaining  to  a  constituent  body  of  the 
ancient  fraternity.  It  is  indeed  from  this  date 
that  the  lodge  should  count  its  life.  Some  years 
later,  in  Grand  Lodge,  question  was  raised  as  to 
whether  date  of  dispensation  or  that  of  charter 
should  be  considered  the  first  point  of  lodge  exist- 
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ence.  After  full  discussion  it  was  held  that  as, 
while  under  dispensation,  the  organization  had  no 
effective  standing,  being  merely  a  creature  of  the 
dispensing  officer,  the  date  of  charter  issue  was  in 
fact  the  beginning  of  independent  life. 

At  the  Grand  Lodge  session  of  1852,  held  at 
Fairfield,  it  does  not  appear  that  Cedar  Rapids 
lodge  was  represented.  The  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  also  reported  that  no  returns  had 
been  received  from  No.  25  up  to  the  time  of  grand 
communication.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
synopsis  of  work  done,  in  effect  a  resume  of  the 
year's  minutes,  was  never  prepared  or  presented. 
Judging  also  from  the  evidence  which  has  been 
preserved  T  very  much  doubt  whether  more  than 
fragmentary  minutes  were  kept  during  this  first 
year  of  chartered  existence.  In  blank  leaves  of 
an  old  book  containing  certain  accounts  of  the 
lodge  are  scribbled  notes  of  meetings  held.  These 
are,  however,  undated,  and  can  only  be  fixed  ap- 
proximately by  reference  to  the  accounts  afore- 
said. Bro.  George  Greene  acted  also  as  Secretary 
for  that  term.  His  other  duties  were  so  manifold 
and  interests  so  great  that  it  is  unlikely  he  could 
give  to  the  work  of  the  office  the  necessary  time  and 
attention. 

The  amount  of  dues  paid  the  Grand  Secretary 
by  Crescent  Lodge,  as  appearing  in  the  report  of 
that  officer,  was  S  14.50.  The  returns  of  subor- 
dinate lodges  give  the  following  as  the  roster  of 
officers  and  members: 
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George  Greene,  Worshipful  Master. 
James  Keeler,  Senior  Warden. 
S.  D.  Carpenter,  Junior  Warden. 
N.  B.  Brown,  Treasurer. 
Thomas  Downing,  Secretai-y. 
Isaac  Cook,  Senior  Deacon. 
John  H.  Kelsey,  Junior  Deacon. 
Samuel  Hook,  Tyler. 

Master  Masons — E.  B.  Freeman,  A.  Leverich, 
S.  L.  Pollock,  James  Leverich,  H.  E.  Higley. 

The  name  of  Bro.  John  Vardy  does  not  appear 
in  this  list,  but  the  omission  was  doubtless  an  error, 
as  there  is  no  record  of  suspension,  and  the  name 
reappears  in  returns  of  the  year  1854.  The  gain, 
therefore,  for  the  year  1851-52  was  five. 

Very  late  in  the  session  of  1853,  held  at  Mus- 
catine, Bro.  James  Keeler,  as  proxy  for  the  Senior 
Warden,  put  in  appearance  as  representative  of 
Cedar  Rapids  Lodge.  Grand  Master  Parvin,  in 
his  annual  address,  notes  that  he  held  a  school  of 
instruction  at  Iowa  City  on  the  twenty-ninth  day 
of  September  preceding.  The  lodge  at  Cedar 
Rapids  was  among  those  which  neither  sent  repre- 
senative  nor  excuse  for  such  non-attendance. 
These  schools  of  instruction  were  at  that  time  held 
by  the  Grand  Master  in  person.  He  fixed  the 
limits  of  the  districts  for  greatest  convenience  of 
the  lodges,  and  then  summoned  the  Masters  to 
attend.  It  was  required  that  where  neither  the 
Master  nor  one  of  his  Wardens  could  be  present, 
a  satisfactory  excuse  should  be  forthcoming. 

Here  I  had  almost  missed  the  fact  that  Bro. 
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Keeler,  who  was  an  Episcopal  minister,  was  ap- 
pointed Grand  Chaplain  for  the  session,  and  as 
such  officiated  after  his  late  appearance. 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  thus  re- 
ported as  to  No.  25:  "No  transcript  presented, 
but  a  book  containing  the  treasurer's  accounts  and 
sundry  matters  which  your  committee  would  re- 
spectfully decline  interfering  with."  This  I  be- 
lieve to  be  the  booic  I  have  mentioned  above,  as 
containing  some  undated  and  valueless  notes  of 
meetings,  mixed  with  individual  accounts.  It  is 
hard  to  realize  the  negligence  which  could  have  al- 
lowed the  sending  of  such  a  document  in  lieu  of  the 
synopsized  record  then  required.  The  amount 
of  Grand  Lodge  dues,  received  at  the  session, 
still  stood  for  the  year  1853  ^^  $14.50.  Again 
during  the  year  there  was  a  gain  of  five  in  the 
membership  of  the  lodge.  The  roster  of  the  time 
of  Grand  Lodge  shows  the  following  names: 

S.  D.  Cai-penter,  Worshipful  Master. 

Thomas  Downing,  Senior  Warden. 

N.  B.  Brown,  Junior  Warden. 

H.  E.  Higley,  Treasurer. 

George  Greene,  Secretary. 

S.  L.  Pollock,  Senior  Deacon. 

Asbury  Leverlch,  Junior  Deacon. 

James  Leverlch,  Tyler. 

Master  Masons — Isaac  Cook,  J.  H.  Kelsey,  R. 
B.  Robinson,  H.  Deem,  J.  McArthur,  John  Hun- 
ter, D.  W.  King,  E.  B.  Freeman,  Samuel  Hook, 
James  Keeler. 

This  upon  Its   face,   gives    a    membership    of 
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eighteen.  The  tabulated  statement  of  Grand 
Secretary  credits  the  lodge  with  nineteen  members. 
This  discrepancy  is  doubtless  explained  by  omis- 
sion of  the  name  of  John  ^^ardy,  as  before  noted. 
There  were  during  the  year  under  review  two  in- 
itiations, three  passed  and  four  raised,  and  one  de- 
mitted.  During  the  same  period  J.  M.  Poe,  an 
Entered  Apprentice,  was  expelled. 

With  the  beginning  of  another  year  we  are 
more  fortunate  in  finding  material  for  our  pur- 
pose. In  the  archives  of  Grand  Lodge  is  preserved 
a  "transcript  of  proceedings  of  Cedar  Rapids 
Lodge  No.  25  from  June  24,  1853,  to  May  15, 
1854."  This  synopsis  begins  with  what  was  then 
known  as  the  "annual  communication,"  at  which 
time  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected.  As 
an  example  of  not  only  the  work  but  the  character 
of  record  kept,  the  following  is  extracted  verba- 
tum: 

"Annual  communication  June  24th,  A.  L.  5853, 
A.  D.  1853.  Present:  S.  D.  Carpenter,  W.  M.; 
Thomas  Downing,  S.  W. ;  N.  B.  Brown,  J.  W. ; 
H.  E.  Higley,  treasurer;  Hiram  Deem,  secretary 
pro  tern;  S.  L.  Pollock,  S.  D.;  Visiting  Bro.  J. 
H.  Smith,  J.  D.  pro  tern;  R.  B.  Robinson,  tyler. 
Members  present:  George  Greene  and  James 
Keeler,  and  visiting  brethren  Olmstead  and  Hatha- 
way. 

"Opened  on  the  first,  second  and  third  degrees 
in  due  form.  A  petition  was  received  from  Phil- 
ander Olm.stead,  a  Master  Mason  recently  de- 
mitted   from   Lockport   Lodge   No.    73   of  New 
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York,  accompanied  by  the  fee  of  S2.00.  Re- 
ferred to  committee  of  three,  who  reported  favor- 
ably. Report  was  received  and  Philander  01m- 
stead  elected  a  member  of  this  lodge.  A  petition 
was  received  from  William  Freese  for  initiation, 
with  the  necessary  fee,  recommended  by  Bros. 
Higley  and  Pollock,  and  referred  to  Bros.  Greene, 
Brown  and  Downing. 

"The  lodge  then  proceeded  to  elect  officers, 
which  resulted  in  the  election  of  James  Keeler,  W. 
M.;  Thomas  Downing,  S.  W.;  X.  B.  Brown,  J. 
W.;  Philander  Olmstead,  Treasurer;  Hiram 
Deem,  Secretary;  Stephen  L.  Pollock,  Senior  Dea- 
con; David  W.  King,  Junior  Deacon;  R.  B.  Rob- 
inson, Tyler. 

"The  lodge  was  then  called  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment on  the  third  degree  to  resume  labor  to- 
morrow evening  at  seven  o'clock. 

"HIRAM  DEEM,  Secretary  pro  tern." 

This  calling  from  labor  to  refreshment  to  meet 
at  some  future  date  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence, 
as  appears  from  these  and  other  minutes  of  the 
time.  At  the  next  meeting  the  lodge  merely  "re- 
sumed labor."  It  was  not  necessary  to  reopen 
upon  all  the  degrees  in  order,  as  was  then  the  cus- 
tom. The  lodge  was  "at  refreshment"  for  the 
intervening  time.  Upon  the  next  evening,  there- 
fore, as  appointed,  the  brethren  met.  "Brother 
George  Greene,  P.  M.,  then  proceeded  to  install 
the  officers  elected  on  last  evening  in  due  and  an- 
cient  form.     The  lodge  was  then   closed  on  the 


Interior  of  First  Lodge  Room 


History  Crescent  Lodge  65 

third,  second  and  first  degrees  of  Masonry  in  due 
and  ancient  form." 

At  the  regular  communication  of  June  27  peti- 
tion was  i-eceived  from  John  H.  Smith,  demitted 
from  Laurenceburg  Lodge  No.  8  of  Indiana. 
This  was  referred  to  committee,  which,  as  seems 
to  have  been  the  custom  for  a  time  with  petitions 
for  admission,  reported  at  once.  Bro.  Smith  was 
the  same  evening  elected  to  membership.  The 
lodge  having  closed  on  the  third  and  second  de- 
grees Joseph  A.  Love  was  initiated  as  an  Entered 
Apprentice  Mason.  July  i8th  a  special  com- 
munication was  held,  at  which  Bro.  Love  was  bal- 
loted for  to  receive  the  second  degree,  and  was 
thereafter  passed  as  a  Fellowcraft. 

The  regular  of  July  25  had  but  one  brother — 
John  Vardy — over  and  above  those  requisite  to 
fill  the  official  places.  William  Freese  was  elected 
to  receive  the  degrees,  and  petitions  were  received 
from  Samuel  D.  McCauley  and  Daniel  Lothian. 
Changes  of  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  or  Constitu- 
tional provisions  had  at  that  time  to  be  referred  to 
the  constituent  lodges.  At  the  session  of  1853 
a  resolution  was  offered  in  the  grand  body  "that 
the  twenty-first  article  of  the  bj'-laws  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  be  amended  bv  striking  out  the  last  clause 
thereof,  to-wit:  'Provided,  ministers  of  the 
gospel  may  be  admitted  gratuitously.'  "  L  pon  this 
evening  of  Julv  2 ;  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  voted 
upon  the  proposition,  deciding  in  the  negative. 
With  them  in  this  action  were  a  majority  of  the 
lodges,  and  the  proposal  to  strike  out  the  provision 
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was  not  approved.     This  matter  being  disposed 
of  William  Freese  was  duly  initiated. 

A  special  was  held  during  the  month  of 
August — on  the  first  day  thereof — at  which  time 
"Bro.  Joseph  A.  Love,  a  Fellowcraft,  was  pro- 
posed and  elected  to  receive  the  sublime  degree  of 
a  Master  Mason.  Bro.  William  Freese,  an  En- 
tered Apprentice,  was  first  received  and  passed  as 
a  Fellowcraft.  Then  the  lodge  opened  on  the 
third  degree  and  Bro.  Love  was  raised." 

On  August  22  occurred  the  regular.  With  the 
evident  expectation  of  some  business  the  lodge 
was  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,  to  resume 
labor  on  Monday  evening,  September  5.  But 
again  on  this  latter  date  there  seems  to  have  been 
nothing  demanding  action.  September  19th 
Samuel  D.  McCauley  and  Daniel  Lothian  were 
elected  to  recei\e  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree 
and  this  was  conferred  upon  these  two  candidates 
on  the  evening  of  September  26.  Both  were 
elected  October  28th  to  receive  the  second  degree, 
and  upon  that  date  Bro.  Samuel  D.  McCauley  was 
passed.  The  latter  brother  was  raised  as  a  Mas- 
ter Mason  at  a  special  held  October  31.  Bro. 
Daniel  Lothian  v\  as  passed  to  the  degree  of  a  Fel- 
lowcraft November  14. 

The  petition  of  Absalom  Sines  was  received  and 
referred  at  the  regular  of  November  21,  181;  3, 
and  on  the  same  evening  Bro.  Daniel  Lothian  was 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree.  Absalom  Sines  was 
elected  December  19th  and  petition  was  received 
from  John  Weare,  Jr.     At  the  semi-annual  com- 
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munication  of  December  26th  the  financial  busi- 
ness of  the  lodge  was  transacted.  Unfortunately 
there  is  no  indication  in  the  transcript  from  which 
these  facts  are  gleaned  as  to  the  funds  of  the  lodge 
or  disposal  of  the  same.  At  the  same  meeting  the 
first  degree  was  upon  the  trestle-board,  Absalom 
Sines  being  the  candidate.  The  same  brother  re- 
ceived the  Fellowcraft  degree  on  the  last  day  of 
the  year  (December  31)  1853.  January  14, 
1854,  Bro.  Sines  was  recipient  of  the  Master  Ma- 
son's degree. 

John  Weare,  Jr.,  was  elected  January  i6th  and 
initiated  the  same  evening.  Three  petitions  were 
received  at  this  meeting — ^being  those  of  George 
Washington  Westlake,  William  Harper  and 
Joseph  Greene.  These  three  were  elected  Febru- 
ary 13th  and  all  received  the  degree  of  an  Entered 
Apprentice  on  the  same  date.  The  time  inter- 
vening between  this  and  the  next  regular  of  March 
20  was  well  occupied,  there  being  four  called  com- 
munications. At  that  of  February  20th  Bros. 
Westlake  and  Joseph  Greene  were  passed.  The 
record  for  Thursday  evening,  March  2d,  begins: 
"Present,  Grand  Master  Ansel  Humphreys,  as 
Worshipful  Master."  Grand  Master  Humph- 
reys was  at  that  time  making  an  extensive  round 
of  visits  among  the  lodges,  giving  the  brethren 
needed  instruction  and  bringing  them  in  closer 
touch  throughout  the  jurisdiction.  On  the  even- 
ing of  which  note  is  here  made  Bro.  Humphreys 
devoted  his  time  to  exemplifying  the  proper  meth- 
ods of  routine  work,  opening  and  closing  in  all  the 
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degrees.  The  special  of  March  13th  was  called 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  Bro.  William  Freese 
as  a  Master  Mason.  This  same  degree  was  con- 
ferred March  i6th  upon  Bro.  Joseph  Greene  and 
G.  W.  Westlake.  Bro.  Westlake  is  still  living 
and  at  present  resides  at  Marshalltown. 

Another  among  those  who  are  yet  survivors  of 
these  pioneer  days  of  Masonry  in  Cedar  Rapids 
is  named  in  the  minutes  of  the  regular  communi- 
cation of  March  20th.  It  Is  there  recorded  that 
"a  petition  was  received  from  Rev.  Elias  Skinner, 
a  demitted  member  of  Marion  Lodge  No.  6,  to 
become  a  member  of  this  lodge."  Bro.  Skinner, 
weighted  with  the  years,  yet  buoyed  with  the  re- 
membrance of  a  well-spent  and  useful  life,  now 
waits  the  Master's  call.  His  present  home  is  at 
Waterloo,  Iowa.  On  the  same  evening  William 
Harper  was  passed  to  the  degree  of  a  Fellowcraft. 
March  25th,  1854,  John  Weare,  Jr.,  received  his 
second  degree.  Bro.  Elias  Skinner  was  elected  to 
membership  April  17th  "free  of  charge,"  that 
being  the  custom  with  ministers  of  the  gospel.  At 
the  regular  meeting  of  May  15th  the  petition  of 
Isaac  N.  Whittam  was  received.  On  the  same 
date  was  presented  the  petition  of  Charles  M. 
Powell,  both  of  whom  were  later  duly  elected  to 
receive  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  this  rapid  survey  of  a 
year's  work  In  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  that  these  old 
brethren  were  fully  as  active  as  their  successors. 
They  were  as  thoroughly  Imbued  with  the  true 
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principles  of  Masonry,  and  as  earnest  in  giving 
realization  to  the  ideals  of  the  fraternity. 

During  the  time  under  review,  and  for  a  consid- 
erable period  thereafter  it  was  requisite  to  ballot 
on  the  newly  admitted  brother  for  each  succeeding 
degree.  This  is  still  the  procedure  in  many  grand 
jurisdictions.  In  one  of  the  cases  for  the  year 
just  closed  in  this  record  the  advance  of  an  En- 
tered Apprentice  was  checked  by  ballot:  At  the 
next  meeting  a  brother  informed  the  lodge  that 
he  had  cast  the  black-ball,  that  it  was  done  under 
a  misapprehension  of  facts,  and  therefore  he  asked 
a  reconsideration  of  the  ballot.  This  was  al- 
lowed, and  the  E.  A.  brother  was  permitted  to 
proceed.  Some  of  the  parties  concerned  are  still 
living,  hence  no  names  are  given.  This  was  not 
the  only  like  action  on  the  part  of  the  brother  men- 
tioned at  the  ballot  box.  About  the  same  time 
vote  was  taken  on  the  petition  of  a  very  promi- 
nent citizen,  after  favorable  report  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation.  The  ballot  was  unfavorable 
and  the  candidate  declared  rejected.  At  the  next 
meeting  this  same  brother  arose,  admitted  that  he 
had  cast  the  rejecting  ball,  added  that  he  was  not 
justified  as  a  man  nor  a  Mason  In  his  action,  and 
moved  reconsideration.  In  accordance  with  the 
practice  then  allowed  a  new  ballot  was  taken  and 
resulted  clear.  This  Impulsive  but  very  manly 
brother,  freely  admitted  the  wrong  of  which  he 
had  been  guilty.  In  fact  he  went  beyond  what 
we  should  now  deem  Masonic  propriety.  The 
candidate  in  question  had,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
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profession,  brought  suit  against  the  other  for  cer- 
tain claims.  Without  consideration  he  blamed 
the  agent  for  such  action.  The  ballot  gave 
him  opportunity  for  retaliation  and  was  so  used. 
But  calmer  thought  brought  realization  of  his  of- 
fense.    Without  waiting  for  a  lodge  meeting  he 

sought  out  the  candidate    "Look   here,  ," 

he  exclaimed,  "I  guess  I  have  been  a  d — d  fool  in 
blaming  you  for  what  you  couldn't  help;  and  I 
have  tried  to  get  revenge  in  a  way  that  only  makes 
things  worse  for  me."  The  other  had  received 
notification  of  his  rejection,  and  was  not  long  in 
grasping  the  meaning  of  all  this.  He  therefore 
intimated  that  perhaps  he  was  indebted  to  this 
Mason  for  the  thwarting  of  his  desire  in  the  direc- 
tion of  lodge  membership.  "Yes,  that's  It,"  was 
the  reply,  "I  know  It's  all  wrong.  But  you  just 
wait  until  we  have  another  meeting,  and  I'll  fix  it 
right."  And  he  did.  Personally  I  am  Inclined  to 
like  this  impulsive  and  occasionally  wrong-headed 
fellow.  There  Is  something  to  admire  in  the  man 
who  Is  open  in  his  enmities,  and  candid  in  his  con- 
fession of  mistakes.  His  name  Is  now  but  a 
memory,  but  Masonry  In  general,  and  this  lodge 
in  particular,  lost  nothing  because  of  the  member- 
ship of  such  a  one. 

The  officers  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  for  this 
year  1853-54  were  men  and  Masons  such  as  have 
in  most  times  filled  Its  official  positions — alive  to 
their  responsibilities,  energetic  yet  cautious,  and 
earnest  and  painstaking  In  all  that  affected  the 
lodge   or   the    fraternity    at   large.     Bro.    James 
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Keeler,  the  Master,  was  an  Episcopalian  minister, 
and  the  record  shows  his  chair  seldom  unfilled 
during  this  busy  year.  Indeed,  there  were  but 
few  absentees  among  all  the  officers. 

"Good  and  square  work,"  reports  the  Com- 
mittee on  Chartered  Lodges  after  reviewing  this 
same  transcript  from  which  the  foregoing  matters 
have  been  extracted,  and  after  all  these  years  we 
can  but  echo  the  commendation.  The  dues  of 
the  lodge,  as  indicated  in  the  Grand  Secretary's 
financial  report,  amounted  this  year  to  $28.00. 
The  report  made  to  Grand  Lodge  showed  seven 
initiations,  and  an  equal  number  passed  and  raised. 
Two  were  admitted  and  one  demitted.  The  total 
membership  was  twenty-eight. 

The  roster,  as  given  in  the  returns,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

James  Keeler,  Worshipful  Master. 

Thomas  Downing,  Senior  Warden. 

N.  B.  Brown,  Junior  Warden. 

P-  Olmstead,  Treasurer. 

Hiram  Deem,  Secretary. 

S.  L.  Pollock,  Senior  Deacon. 

David  W.  King,  Junior  Deacon. 

R.  B.  Robinson,  Tyler. 

Master  Masons — George  Greene,  S.  D.  Car- 
penter, John  Vardy,  Asbury  Leverich,  John  Mc- 
Arthur,  J.  A.  Love,  Absalom  Sines,  William 
Freese,  John  H.  Kelsey,  James  Leverich,  J.  H. 
Smith,  S.  D.  McCauley,  G.  W.  Westlake,  Elias 
Skinner,  S.  F.  Hook,  H.  E.  Higley,  John  Hun- 
ter, Daniel  Lothian,  Joseph  Greene. 
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Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that  at  this  Grand 
Lodge  session,  held  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  June  6,  1854, 
Bro.  Elias  Skinner,  a  lately  admitted  member  of 
Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  received  appointment  as 
Grand  Chaplain. 


SEYMOUR  D.  CARPENTER 
First  Initiate  of  Lodge;  Worshipful  Master  in  1853 


CHAPTER  VI. 

1854-1855. 

THE  transcripts  to  which  we  owe  a  reproduction 
of  this  period  continue  during  the  year  1854- 
55.  The  first  regular  was  that  at  which  officers 
were  chosen.  The  entry  for  Monday  evening, 
June  1 2th,  1854,  is  thus  given: 

"Present,  Thos.  Downing,  W.  M.  pro  tern;  S. 
D.  Carpenter,  S.  W.  pro  tern;  Elias  Skinner,  J. 
W.  pro  tevi;  S.  D.  McCauley,  treasurer  pro  tern; 
Hiram  Deem,  secretary;  S.  L.  Pollock,  S.  D.;  J. 
H.  Kelsey,  J.  D.  pro  tern;  James  Leverich,  Tyler 
pro  tern;  Brothers  Absalom  Sines,  J.  A.  Love, 
G.  W.  Westlake,  N.  B.  Brown  and  Visiting  Broth- 
ers Spaethe  and  Peck.  The  lodge  was  opened  on 
the  first,  second  and  third  degrees,  and  the  min- 
utes of  meetings  of  the  last  month  read  and  ap- 
proved. The  committee  on  the  petition  of 
Charles  M.  Powell  for  initiation  reported  favor- 
ably. The  report  was  received  and  ballot  being 
taken  Charles  M.  Powell  was  declared  duly 
elected.  Bro.  William  Harper,  a  Fellowcraft, 
was  proposed  and  balloted  for  to  receive  the 
Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason,  and  was 
duly  elected. 

"The  lodge  then  proceeded  to  elect  officers  for 


74  History  Crescent  Lodge 

the  ensuing  year.  The  election  resulted  as  fol- 
lows, to-wit:  Thomas  Downing,  Worshipful 
Master;  N.  B.  Brown,  Senior  Warden;  S.  L.  Pol- 
lock, Junior  Warden;  Hiram  Deem,  Secretary; 
Absalom  Sines,  Treasurer;  John  H.  Kelsey,  Se- 
nior Deacon;  Samuel  D.  McCauley,  Junior  Dea- 
con; George  W.  Westlake,  Tyler. 

"Bro.  William  Harper,  a  Fellowcraft,  was  then 
received  and  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a 
Master  Mason.  A  demit  was  granted  to  Bro. 
Philander  Olmstead.  The  lodge  was  then  called 
from  labor  to  refreshment  to  resume  labor  on 
Monday  evening,  June  17th,  1854." 

At  that  time  lodge  resumed  labor  on  the  third 
degree,  Bro.  John  Weare,  Jr.,  a  Fellowcraft,  who 
had  been  previously  elected,  was  received  and 
raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason. 
It  was  evidently  the  intention  to  install  the  officers 
of  the  lodge  at  this  meeting.  But  before  this 
could  be  done  it  was  then  necessary  that  the  Mas- 
ter-elect should  receive  the  Past  Master's  degree. 
This  required  the  convening  of  an  emergent  Past 
Master's  lodge,  at  which  at  least  three  who  had 
passed  through  the  chair  should  be  present.  In 
the  new  communities  and  in  young  lodges  it  was 
often  difficult  to  assemble  the  necessary  number  of 
Past  Masters.  In  the  case  now  mentioned  it  was 
not  until  the  15th  of  January,  185^,  that  this 
ceremony  was  performed  and  the  officers  of  the 
lodge  installed.  In  the  meantime  the  officers- 
elect  served  in  the  several  stations  to  v.hich  they 
were  chosen  as  officers  pro  tevipore. 
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At  the  meeting  of  June  24th  Charles  M. 
Powell  "was  made  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason 
in  due  form."  Isaac  N.  Whittam  received  the 
first  degree  July  10,  1854,  on  July  17th  he  was 
passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellowcraft,  and  at  the 
regular  communication  of  August  14th  the  same 
brother  was  raised  as  a  Master  Mason.  At  this 
latter  date  H.  G.  Angle  was  elected  to  receive  the 
degrees.  And  of  the  same  time  is  a  note  setting 
forth  that  "on  motion  Rev.  Bro.  A.  Peck  was  per- 
mitted to  present  his  application  for  membership 
in  this  lodge  free  of  charge."  Evidently  gratui- 
tous membership  was  not  favored.  The  commit- 
tee to  which  this  matter  was  referred  took  the  cor- 
rect ground  that  Masonry  makes  no  distinctions 
between  men  because  of  their  callings  or  profes- 
sions, and  that  the  requirements  should  be  alike 
to  all  petitioners.  For  these  reasons  the  commit- 
tee reported  unfavorably  upon  the  application,  and 
the  lodge  endorsed  the  position  taken. 

August  28th  H.  G.  Angle  received  the  first  de- 
gree at  a  called  meeting.  At  the  regular  of  Sep- 
tember 1 1  th  Henry  D.  Crane  was  duly  elected  to 
receive  Masonic  light  and  on  September  28th  Bro. 
Angle  was  passed  as  a  Fellowcraft.  Jacob  Spring- 
er, a  demitted  Mason,  made  application  for  mem- 
bership at  the  regular  of  October  9th.  At  this 
time  also  the  lodge  lost  the  first  of  its  charter 
members.  "Bro.  James  Keeler  asked  for  a  de- 
mit, which  was  granted."  The  name  of  Bro. 
Keeler  was  first  upon  the  charter  petition,  and  dur- 
ing the  four  years  of  lodge  existence  he  had  been 
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among  the  most  active  workers  of  the  organiza- 
tion, becoming  Worshipful  Master  at  the  election 
held  June  24,  1853. 

"Visiting  Brother  J.  H.  Camburn"  appears 
among  the  names  of  those  present  at  the  special 
communication  of  October  17,  1854.  It  is  the 
first  mention  of  one  who  afterwards  and  for  a 
very  long  period  was  closely  identified  with  Ma- 
sonry in  Cedar  Rapids.  This  meeting  was  called 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  a  lecture  on  "Ma- 
sonry," delivered  by  M.  W.  Bro.  James  L.-'Ho- 
gin.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa. 
In  the  then  condition  of  knowledge  of  the  frater- 
nity, instruction  from  one  who  was  a  real  Master 
of  Craft  must  have  been  a  benefit.  "Closed  in 
ample  form"  are  the  words  of  the  record,  in- 
serted because  of  the  Grand  Master's  presence. 
This  serves  to  indicate  the  usual  custom  of  "short- 
cuts" in  opening  and  closing  ceremonies.  This  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  the  work  done  at 
some  of  these  meetings  is  considered.  And  to 
this  may  be  added  the  practice  of  opening  and 
closing  successively  upon  all  the  degrees,  necessi- 
tating an  abbreviation  of  form.  Another  point  is 
here  gleaned,  and  that  is  the  frequent  mention  of 
a  Chaplain  among  the  officers  at  these  meetings. 
While  not  regularly  elected  or  appointed  the  prac- 
tice was,  if  a  clerical  brother  was  present,  to  ask 
him  to  officiate  as  Chaplain  for  the  time.  There 
was  at  this  time  in  Iowa  and  elsewhere  through 
the  country  a  strong  movement  to  Christianize  the 
fraternity.     A     resolution     was     presented     and 
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passed  in  Grand  Lodge  requiring  investigating 
committees  to  acquaint  themselves  with  belief  of 
candidates  in  the  inspiration  and  authenticity  of 
the  Scriptures,  making  faith  therein  a  requisite  for 
entrance.  Fortunately  the  narrowing  tendency  of 
this  action,  as  opposed  to  the  cosmopolitan  idea  of 
Masonry,  was  soon  discovered,  and  the  resolution 
rescinded.  But  the  pioneer  Masons  of  Iowa,  as 
a  class,  were  men  of  deep  religious  convictions, 
and  were  bred  to  a  stern  faith  which  had  part  in 
all  their  actions.  This  will  serve  to  explain  many 
things  which  to  us  now,  with  greater  knowledge 
of  Masonic  purpose  and  mission,  appear  strangely 
out  of  place. 

Again  and  again  through .  its  more  than  half 
century  of  life  this  lodge  has  been  called  upon  to 
pay  last  tribute  of  respect  at  the  graveside  of  de- 
parted brothers.  The  first  of  these  sad  occasions 
was  that  of  Monday,  November  6th,  1854.  We 
here  copy  from  the  record : 

"Present — Thomas  Downing,  W.  M.  pro  tern., 
assisted  by  Rev.  Bro.  Manson;  S.  D.  Carpenter, 
S.  W.  pro  tent.;  S.  D.  McCauley,  J.  W.  pro  tern.; 
Absalom  Sines,  Treasurer  pro  tern.;  Hiram  Deem, 
Secretary;  J.  H.  Kelsey,  S.  D.  pro  tern.;  John 
Vardy,  J.  D.  pro  tent.;  S.  L.  Pollock,  Tyler  pro 
tern.;  Elias  Skinner,  Chaplain;  Brothers  George 
Greene,  A.  Leverich,  J.  A.  Love,  G.  W.  West- 
lake,  Wm.  Harper  and  visiting  brothers  Downing, 
Holmes,  Mentzer,  Worrab,  Gray,  Ristine  and 
Bardwell  of  Marion  Lodge  No.  6,  and  other  visit- 
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ing  brothers  Spaethe,  Copenhafer,  Camburn,  Cal- 
der,  Cochrane  and  Carpenter. 

"The  lodge  was  opened  on  the  third  degree  In 
due  form.  The  W.  M.  then  stated  the  object  of 
this  call  was  to  make  arrangements  for  and  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  our  beloved  brother,  David 
W.  King,  a  member  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  who 
departed  this  life  yesterday  at  12  o'clock.  A  com- 
mittee of  three  was  appointed  to  report  resolu- 
tions expressive  of  the  sense  of  this  lodge  on  this 
mournful  occasion.  The  committee  consisted  of 
Bros.  Carpenter,  Lothian  and  Camburn. 

"A  procession  was  formed  and  proceeded  to  the 
residence  of  deceased,  where  a  funeral  sermon  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Bro.  Skinner,  Grand  Chaplain 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa.  The  procession 
then  proceeded  to  the  graveyard,  where  the  last 
respects  were  paid  to  our  brother  by  Interring  his 
remains  with  the  solemn  ceremonies  of  our  Order. 
The  procession  was  then  re-formed  and  proceeded 
to  the  lodge  room,  and  the  lodge  was  then  closed 
on  the  third  degree  of  Masonry  in  due  form." 

At  the  regular  of  the  same  evening  (November 
6)  Bro.  Jacob  Springer  was  elected  to  member- 
ship. There  was  no  available  material  upon 
which  to  work  during  the  month,  but  at  the  next 
stated  communication  (December  4)  Bro.  H.  G. 
Angle  was  raised  to  the  Master  Mason's  degree. 
On  January  ist,  1855,  •^he  third  degree  was  also 
conferred  upon  Bro.  Charles  M.  Powell.  The 
first  regular  in  1855  (January  8)  was  a  busy  and 
profitable  evening.     Committees    reported    favor- 
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ably  upon  the  petitions  of  E.  J.  Mitchell,  Charles 
D.  Gray,  James  L.  Enos  and  J.  H.  Atwell,  and 
these  four  were  elected  to  receive  the  first  degree 
of  Masonry.  The  lodge  was  then  closed  on  the 
third  and  second  degrees  and  E.  J.  Mitchell  and 
C.  D.  Gray  received  and  initiated  as  Entered  Ap- 
prentice Masons.  This  was  followed  by  the  in- 
itiations of  J.  H.  Atwell  and  J.  L.  Enos  at  a  spe- 
cial called  for  the  purpose,  January  13,  1855. 

The  record  of  the  called  communication  for 
Monday  evening,  January  15,  reads  thus:  "A 
lodge  was  opened  in  the  Past  Master's  degree  by 
Bros.  George  Greene  and  S.  D.  Carpenter,  Past 
Masters,  and  Jacob  Camburn  and  Joseph  Calder, 
Royal  Arch  Past  Masters,  after  which  the  Past 
Master's  degree  was  conferred  on  Thomas  Down- 
ing, Master-Elect  of  this  lodge. 

"JACOB  CAMBURN,  Secretary." 

The  lodge  was  thereafter  opened  on  the  third 
degree  of  Masonry  and  the  officers  elected  several 
months  previous  and  who  had  been  serving  pro 
tempore,  waiting  this  ceremony  of  passing  the 
chair,  were  duly  installed  by  Past  Master  George 
Greene. 

The  presence  of  these  -virtual  or  Chapter  Past 
Masters,  acting  in  conjunction  with  actual  Past 
Masters,  gave  rise  to  an  interesting  controversy, 
which  was  carried  into  Grand  Lodge  for  decision. 
Those  who  had  received  the  degree  as  a  part  of 
Chapter  ceremonies  not  only  asserted  their  right 
to  be  present  and  assist  in  the  conferring  of  this 
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degree  upon  masters-elect,  but  for  a  time  refused 
to  sit  with  actual  Past  Masters.  They  alleged 
that  this  degree  was  an  integral  part  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry,  and  that  it  would  be  violation  of 
their  obligation  to  sit  with  others  who  had  not 
so  received  it.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged 
by  the  actual  Past  Masters  that  the  degree,  as 
conferred  in  the  Chapter,  was  without  meaning 
for  this  purpose.  In  Grand  Lodge  the  claims  of 
the  Virtual  Past  Masters  were  soon  demolished, 
it  being  proven  from  historical  evidence  and  un- 
varying usage  that  only  actual  Past  Masters  had 
control  of  the  degree  when  thus  worked  in  the 
body  of  a  lodge.  The  dissension  ^yhich  arose 
here,  while  not  of  great  proportions,  was  annoy- 
ing, and  recurred  elsewhere,  and  had  much  to  do 
with  subsequent  abolishment  of  the  useless  and 
puerile  requirement. 

Bros.  J.  H.  Atwell  and  E.  J.  Mitchell  were 
duly  passed  to  the  Fellowcraft  degree  at  the  spe- 
cial meeting  of  January  22,  1855.  At  the  regular 
held  February  5th  Thomas  N.  Dodd  was  elected 
to  receive  the  first  degrees  and  two  petitioners 
were  rejected.  Two  other  rejections  are  upon  the 
record  of  March  5.  Washington  Alspach's  pe- 
tition was  given  clear  ballot  at  the  same  meeting, 
and  lodge  having  closed  on  the  third  and  second 
degrees  he  was  Initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice. 
Two  different  degrees  were  worked  on  the  evening 
of  March  12th,  at  a  called  meeting,  Bro.  J.  H. 
Atwell  being  raised  as  a  Master  Mason  and  Bro. 
J.  L.  Enos  passed  to  the  degree  of  a  Fellowcraft. 


FIKST    FRAME    norSK    IX    CRDAU    KAPIDS 
Erc'Cte.1  by  Bro.  John  \'anly.    Still  standinR  corner  of  IhirJ  street  and  Sixth  Avenue. 


History  Crescent  Lodge  8i 

This  was  followed  by  the  passing  of  Bro.  C.  D. 
Gray  at  the  special  of  March  26th.  The  same 
degree  was  conferred  upon  Bro.  Henry  D.  Crane 
April  30th.  At  the  regular  of  May  7th  the  busi- 
ness of  the  evening  was  supplemented  with  work 
on  the  second  degree,  Bro.  Washington  Alspach 
receiving  the  same. 

Bro.  Isaac  Whittam  represented  Cedar  Rapids 
Lodge  at  the  Keosauqua  session  of  1855,  holding 
proxy  for  Senior  Warden.  Hiram  Deem,  Junior 
Warden,  was  also  present.  The  Grand  Secretary 
complains  that  No.  25  had  failed  to  remit  for 
copies  of  constitution  and  by-laws  of  Grand  Lodge 
sent.  Reviewing  the  transcript  sent  up  the  Com- 
mittee on  Chartered  Lodges  declares  "the  work 
generally  good,  though  the  Master  had  not  signed 
the  Slated  meetings."  The  Grand  Lodge  dues,  as 
paid  to  Grand  Secretary  at  the  session  of  1855, 
amounted  to  $24.00. 

An  analysis  of  lodge  work  during  the  year 
shows  nine  initiated,  a  like  number  passed  and  five 
raised.  One  was  admitted  by  affiliation  and  one 
member  had  died.  The  total  membership  at  close 
of  the  Masonic  year  was  thirty-five,  four  having 
demitted. 

At  the  regular  meeting  held  in  June,  1855,  the 
following  officers  of  the  lodge  were  elected : 

John  Vardy,  Worshipful  Master. 

J.  H.  Kelsey,  Senior  Warden. 

Hiram  Deem,  Junior  Warden. 

J.  A.  Love,  Treasurer. 

Isaac  N.  Whittam,  Secretary. 
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S.  D.  McCauley.  Senior  Deacon. 

G.  W.  Westlake,  Junior  Deacon. 

James  Leverich,  Tyler. 

The  proceedings  for  this  year  are  an  absolute 
blank,  so  far  as  our  efforts  to  secure  anything  defi- 
nite is  concerned.  It  is  complained  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Chartered  Lodges  that  while  the  work 
of  this  lodge  was  generally  good  and  its  records 
correct,  yet  it  had  been  attempted  to  expunge  the 
necessary  statements  relative  to  rejected  candi- 
dates. The  lodge  is  thus  instructed:  "Never  en- 
tertain a  motion,  nor  the  introduction  of  any  busi- 
ness which  is  so  unmasonic  as  to  require  to  be 
expunged  from  the  record,  for  no  lodge  has  the 
right  to  expunge  any  part  of  its  record." 

During  this  Masonic  year  1855-56,  six  candi- 
dates were  entered,  two  passed  and  four  raised. 
One  was  admitted  and  one  demitted.  Taking  the 
rostei's  at  both  the  beginning  and  end  of  this  barren 
period  as  guides,  it  is  almost  certain  that  those 
raised  wei'e  Bros.  Washington  Alspach,  J.  L. 
Enos,  Ezra  Havens  and  William  Thorn.  The 
brother  admitted  was,  without  doubt,  Jacob  Cam- 
burn,  and  E.  J.  Mitchell  left  the  lodge  upon  de- 
mit. The  membership  had  grown  to  thirty-four 
brethren  and  the  Grand  Lodge  dues  for  the  year 
amounted  to  $26.70.  This  was  made  by  a  per 
capita  of  fifty  cents  per  member,  and  ten  per  cent 
upon  all  moneys  received  by  the  lodge  for  degrees. 

The  roster  at  the  close  of  the  Masonic  year  was 
as  follows:  George  Greene,  S.  D.  Carpenter, 
Thomas  Downing,  N.  B.  Brown,  John  Vardy,  J. 
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H.  Kelsey,  Hiram  Deem,  S.  L.  Pollock,  Absalom 
Sines,  J.  A.  Love,  H.  G.  Higley,  Isaac  N.  Whit- 
tam,  R.  B.  Robinson,  S.  D.  McCauley,  G.  W. 
Westlake,  James  Leverich,  John  McArthur,  J. 
H.  Smith,  Joseph  Greene,  William  Freese,  Daniel 
Lothian,  William  Harper,  John  Weare,  Jacob 
Springer,  John  Hunter,  H.  G.  Angle,  C.  M. 
Powell,  J.  H.  Atwell,  Jacob  Camburn,  Elias  Skin- 
ner, J.  L.  Enos,  Ezra  Havens,  Washington  Als- 
pach  and  William  Thorn. 

At  the  time  to  which  our  history  has  now 
reached,  the  village  of  Cedar  Rapids  had  begun 
to  recognize  its  advantages  of  position  and  possi- 
bilities of  future  growth.  It  was  no  longer  con- 
tent to  be  considered  a  mere  adjunct  or  suburb  of 
the  county  seat.  In  fact  it  dared  to  contest  with 
Marion  for  control  of  county  affairs.  As  in  this 
controversy  between  the  towns  a  member  of  Cedar 
Rapids  Lodge  was  representative  of  the  ideas  and 
ambitions  of  his  fellows  of  the  river  village,  a 
synopsis  of  the  same  is  here  in  place.  As  before 
stated,  it  was  firmly  believed  that  the  near  future 
would  put  Cedar  Rapids  far  in  advance  of  its 
neighbor.  Already  there  was  talk  of  a  railroad 
from  the  east  (which  materialized  in  1859).  The 
river  at  the  time  was  intermittently  navigable. 
The  business  of  the  town  was  being  extended  in 
many  directions.  It  had  become  the  commercial 
center  for  a  considerable  territory.  The  "fly  in 
the  ointment"  was  that  Marion  retained  prestige 
and  position  as  county  capital.  It  was  therefore 
resolved  to  bring  this  forward  as  a  question  of 
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local  politics,  and  to  test  strength  at  the  ballot  box. 

The  opportunity  came  in  1855  upon  the  elec- 
tion of  County  Judge.  Under  the  law  of  the  time 
that  official  had  almost  autocratic  powers.  Besides 
his  judicial  functions  he  was  the  whole  Board  of 
Supervisors  rolled  in  one.  It  rested  at  his  discre- 
tion whether  propositions  for  county  expenditure 
should  or  should  not  be  submitted  to  the  people. 
He  thus  in  great  measure  controlled  the  fiscal 
policy  of  the  community.  The  incumbent  of  that 
office  in  1855,  Hon.  James  M.  Berry,  had  taken 
steps  which  meant  the  building  of  a  county  jail  and 
other  official  structures  at  Marion.  This  sprung 
the  first  "Court  house  fight."  Judge  Berry's  term 
expired  in  1855,  and  upon  the  person  of  his  suc- 
cessor hinged  the  success  or  defeat  of  Cedar  Rap- 
ids' ambitions.  He  was  a  candidate  for  re-election, 
his  claims  being  pushed  by  Marion's  political 
friends.  The  Cedar  Rapids  champion  was  Rev. 
Elias  Skinner.  (Bro.  Skinner  is  still  living — a  res- 
ident of  Waterloo.)  The  campaign  was,  as  might 
be  expected,  an  animated  one.  The  question  at  is- 
sue was  of  importance  and  advantage,  one  way  or 
the  other,  to  almost  every  voter  in  the  county.  At 
the  election  in  August  Judge  Berry  received  a 
total  of  1,233  votes,  against  993  for  Elias  Skinner. 
Thus  was  the  permanence  of  Marion  as  county 
seat  assured. 

All  the  activities  of  the  time  were  possible  with 
but  a  scanty  population.  The  census  of  1850 
gave  but  5,444  inhabitants  to  the  entire  county. 
Yet  this  was  an  immense  increase  for  the  decade 


History  Crescent  Lodge  85 

of  first  settlement.  (In  1840  the  total  was  but 
i>373)-  What  are  now  deemed  the  necessary 
conveniences  of  life  were  lacking  or  considered  as 
luxuries.  The  men  and  women  of  these  pioneer 
times  were  investing  years  of  ill-requited  labor  in 
splendid  faith  that  to  them  or  to  their  children  the 
years  would  bring  deferred  reward.  Yet  already 
attempts  were  being  made  to  relieve  the  first  bare- 
ness of  this  rugged  life.  Schools  and  churches 
had  taken  root  in  the  community,  and  the  build- 
ings erected  for  the  uses  of  education  and  religion 
afforded  gathering  places  for  the  citizens.  With 
increasing  frequency  of  meeting  more  attention  was 
paid  to  public  comfort.  Dividing  lines  of  party 
or  section  or  creed  were  but  loosely  drawn  where 
all  were  dependent  upon  common  effort.  Thus 
there  was  ready  response  to  any  reasonable  call 
for  public  utilities,  facilities  or  advancements. 

As  yet  there  was  no  bridge  across  the  Cedar 
River.  The  brethren  living  west  of  the  stream 
who  attended  lodge  had  to  use  boats  or  to  cau- 
tiously essay  the  usual  ford.  It  is  therefore  no 
wonder  that  the  lodge,  having  the  comfort  and 
safety  of  these  and  others  In  view,  met  "upon  the 
first  Monday  after  full  moon."  In  consequence 
of  these  difficulties  there  were  comparatively  few 
special  communications.  So  far  as  possible  work 
was  performed  after  business  of  the  regular  meet- 
ings was  concluded,  and  two  and  even  three  differ- 
ent degrees  were  sometimes  conferred  before  lodge 
was  finally  closed. 

Masonry  was  no  less  exclusive    in    those    days 
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than  in  our  own.  Indeed  the  writer,  after  search- 
ing through  the  newspaper  files  of  the  period  for 
information,  is  inclined  to  believe  these  old  broth- 
ers were  more  reserved  than  ourselves  in  giving  to 
the  public  any  matters  pertaining  to  the  fraternity. 
But  there  was  not  then  the  opportunity  to  reserve 
for  themselves  an  exclusive  meeting  place.  The 
first  halls  were  for  the  public,  and  societies, 
churches,  and  political  and  other  gatherings  shared 
their  privileges  in  common.  The  furniture  be- 
longing to  the  lodge  was  supplemented  by  that 
otherwise  provided.  But  as  soon  after  organiza- 
tion as  possible  this  Masonic  body  sought  out  and 
secured  a  separate  hall.  By  the  time  at  which  this 
record  has  now  arrived  a  change  had  been  made 
from  first  quarters  to  a  building  then  owned  by 
Bro.  H.  G.  Angle,  at  what  Is  now  the  corner  of 
First  street  and  A  avenue.  The  furniture  made 
by  Bro.  J.  A.  Love,  before  mentioned,  consisted 
of  chairs  for  the  officers  and  their  proper  pedes- 
tals, with  an  elaborately  worked  and  paneled  altar. 
These  articles  were  constnicted  of  native  walnut, 
then  a  plentiful  wood.  "All  this  furniture,"  says 
Bro.  Whittam,  "was  carefully  and  persistently 
finished  In  oil,  coat  after  coat  being  added  until 
the  full  beauty  of  the  wood  was  brought  out.  The 
altar,  especially,  was  a  handsome  piece  of  work, 
the  panels  being  wrought  of  wood  with  contrast- 
ing grain  and  color."  It  was  afterwards  possible 
to  buy  some  of  the  more  common  articles  of  fur- 
niture ready  made.     We  find  an  old  Inventory  of 
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things  purchased  about  this  time   for  the   lodge 
in  Its  new  quarters.     This  list  is  as  follows: 

14  Arm  Chairs  at  $2.00 $28.00 

15  Common  Chairs  at  25  cents 3.75 

5  Stands    22.00 

2   Stoves   and   Pipes 12.00 

1  Chandelier 4.00 

6  Lamps   5.00 

12   Spit   Boxes    3.00 

2  Desks    12.00 

The  jewels  of  the  lodge  at  that  date  were  sil- 
vered and  pendant  from  collars,  similar  to  those 
now  in  use.  The  other  necessary  paraphernalia, 
which  could  not  be  constructed  at  home,  had  been 
obtained  from  time  to  time,  through  the  Grand 
Secretary's  office,  from  eastern  manufacturers. 
Thus  the  lodge  was  well  equipped  for  its  work  and 
afforded  a  conveniently  arranged  and  comfort- 
able meeting  place  for  its  membership. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
1856-1860. 

ONE  of  the  last  to  receive  the  Fellowcraft  de- 
gree in  the  Masonic  year  1854-55  was  Bro. 
C.  D.  Gray.  It  v/as  not  until  the  first  meeting  of 
the  lodge  year  1856-57  that  he  was  raised  as  a 
Master  Mason,  the  date  being  June  23,  1856. 
The  officers  filling  the  stations  that  evening  were 
all  temporary,  as  follows:  Hiram  Deem,  J.  W., 
acting  as  W  M.;  S.  L.  Pollock,  S.  W. ;  Jacob 
Camburn,  J.  ^Y. ;  H.  G.  Angle,  Treasurer;  J.  W. 
Chambers,  Secretary;  S.  D.  McCauley,  S.  D.; 
Wm.  Harper,  J.  D. ;  Washington  Alspach,  Tyler. 
It  does  not  appear  that  there  were  any  other 
brethren  in  attendance.  This  is  borne  out,  also, 
by  the  fact  that  there  was  held  the  same  evening, 
and  at  conclusion  of  the  work  aforesaid,  the  reg- 
ular communication  of  the  month.  The  same  of- 
ficers were  in  the  chairs,  the  only  additional  name 
recorded  being  that  of  C.  D.  Gray,  the  newly- 
made  brother. 

After  receiving  and  referring  the  petition  of 
Morgan  Parks  the  lodge,  on  motion,  proceeded 
to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  with 
the  following  result: 

Hiram  Deem,  Worshipful  Master. 

Samuel  L.  Pollock,  Senior  Warden. 


H.G.  ANGLE    &    CO. 

Ury- Goods  Groceries  &  Glassware 

One  of  the  Earlie.st  Homes  of  Crescent  Lodge 
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H.  G.  Angle,  Junior  Warden. 
Jacob  H.  Camburn,  Treasurer. 
Isaac  N.  Whittani,  Secretai^. 
George  W.  Westlake,  Senior  Deacon. 
William  Harper,  Junior  Deacon. 
Ezra  Havens,  Tyler. 

One  week  later,  on  Monday  evening,  July  7, 
1856,  the  lodge  first  met  on  the  Past  Master's  de- 
gree, for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  Hiram  Deem, 
Master-elect.  Past  Master  S.  D.  Carpenter  then 
installed  the  officers  as  above.  Two  of  these  of- 
ficers— Isaac  N.  Whittam  and  George  W.  West- 
lake — being  absent,  they  were  installed  by  proxy. 
Inquiry  of  old  Masons,  here  and  elsewhere,  indi- 
cates that  such  substitution  was  then  permissible 
and  frequently  resorted  to,  though  not  now  al- 
lowed. It  appears  that  a  brother  was  selected 
from  those  in  attendance  who  in  the  name  of  the 
absent  officer-elect  made  proper  responses  and 
promised  to  fulfill  the  duties  devolving  upon  the 
position.  It  was  probably  difficult  to  notify  the 
membership  of  intended  special  meetings  and 
equally  difficult  to  secure  a  full  attendance.  Any 
absentees  at  an  installation  might  thus  occasion 
delay  and  confusion.  The  proxy  method  obviated 
all  this,  and  under  the  circumstances  probably 
worked  well. 

At  the  regular  of  July  21st  opportunity  was 
given  for  payment  of  dues,  and  $7.00  was  re- 
ceived. It  was  then  the  custom  to  pay  quarterly 
in  advance,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  quarter. 
The  dues  of  a  Master  Mason  raised  or  admitted 
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within  the  quarter  were  computed  for  the  one  or 
two  months.  Thus  various  fractional  amounts 
are  shown  in  the  Treasurer's  accounts  against  the 
brethren.  Favorable  report  was  made  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Morgan  Parks  and  he  Avas  elected  to  re- 
ceive the  first  degree.  Upon  recommendation  of 
committee  Bro.  P.  \Y.  Reeder,  a  demitted  Master 
Mason,  was  elected  to  membership. 

Among  the  pro  tern,  officers  of  this  and  almost 
every  subsequent  meeting  of  the  year  is  to  be  found 
the  name  of  J.  L.  Enos.  It  is  to  be  doubted  if  in 
all  the  membership  of  that  time  there  was  one  who 
more  fully  grasped  the  meaning  of  Masonry  than 
this  brother.  Certainly  no  other  in  the  lodge  de- 
voted himself  so  faithfully  to  master  the  work 
and  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  history  of  the 
fraternity.  This  attitude  and  the  ability  dis- 
played were  appreciated  by  his  brethren,  both  at 
home  and  later  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  Yet  over 
his  later  years  it  ^^ill  be  necessary  that  we  drop 
the  mantle  of  charity,  that  his  shortcomings  be  not 
too  harshly  remembered. 

The  regular  of  August  i8th  makes  record  of 
matters  and  procedure  which  seem  rather  peculiar, 
as  compared  with  methods  now  in  vogue.  Favor- 
able report  was  made  upon  a  petition  for  initia- 
tion. This  was  received  and  committee  dis- 
charged. Thereafter  there  was  discussion,  and 
upon  the  motion  balloting  upon  the  candidate  was 
deferred.  In  another  case,  on  the  same  evening, 
a  petition  upon  which  favorable  report  had  been 
made,  was  taken  from    the    table.     One    of    the 
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brethren  present  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting. 
He  was  excused,  and  the  ballot  being  spread  the 
candidate — A.  S.  Belt — was  elected.  Like  fav- 
orable action  was  also  taken  on  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Cain.  A  demit  was  granted  Bro.  William 
Freese.  The  lodge  having  closed  on  the  third  and 
second  degrees,  A.  S.  Belt  was  prepared,  received 
and  initiated. 

At  the  called  communication  held  on  the  fore- 
noon of  Tuesday,  August  19th,  Bros.  Jesse  S. 
Brown  and  J.  V.  HoUebaugh  were  passed  as  Fel- 
lowcraft.  Preceding  the  business  of  the  stated 
meeting  of  September  15th,  Bros.  A.  Whitenack 
and  H.  L.  Darr,  Entered  Apprentices,  also  re- 
ceived the  second  degree.  Ballot  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Mills  resulted  favorably,  and  later 
In  the  same  evening  he  was  initiated  In  the  first 
degree. 

Bro.  John  Vardy  asked  for  a  demit,  which  upon 
motion  was  granted.  This  was  the  second  of  the 
charter  members  to  leave  the  lodge,  Bro.  James 
Keeler  being  the  first.  Bro.  Keeler,  as  we  have 
before  stated,  was  an  Episcopal  minister,  coming 
to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1850  from  Muscatine.  We 
are  unable,  however,  to  find  his  name  In  the  returns 
of  Iowa  Lodge  No.  2  of  Muscatine,  prior  to  that 
date.  No  record  has  been  preserved  of  the  dates 
or  lodge  of  Issue  of  these  demits.  While  upon 
this  subject  it  may  be  noted  that  Grace  Episcopal 
Church  was  organized  by  Rev.  Bro.  Keeler  in 
1850.  Under  his  ministry  the  corner-stone  of  a 
church  was  laid.     "While  this  building  was  being 
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erected,"  says  an  historian  writing  in  1878,  "the 
public  services  of  the  church  were  held  in  such 
places  as  could  conveniently  be  secured.  The 
lower  part  of  the  frame  building  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  near  Park  (Third)  avenue  bridge,  now 
used  as  a  carriage  factory,  was  occupied  for  pub- 
lic worship  for  some  time.  It  Is  said  that  the  up- 
per stor^'  was  used  at  the  time  for  storage  of  grain, 
which  percolated  through  the  cracks  of  the  floor 
Into  the  lower  room,  to  the  distraction  and  dis- 
comfort of  worshipers.  Often,  too,  in  warm 
weather,  the  solemnity  of  the  services  was  Inter- 
rupted by  the  entrance  of  genuine  western  porkers, 
with  their  attenuated  snouts  searching  for  this 
grain.  At  other  times,  the  upper  room  was  occu- 
pied by  some  family  as  temporary  quarters,  and 
the  rocking  of  a  cradle  or  sounds  of  domestic 
operations  gave  variety  to  the  moods  and  senti- 
ments of  the  church-goers." 

John  Vardy,  the  second  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers to  ask  demit,  was  among  the  very  first  set- 
tlers of  Cedar  Rapids.  He  erected  the  first  frame 
building — in  1842-43,  at  the  north  corner  of 
Adams  and  Brown  streets.  Bro.  Vardy  was  a. 
cabinet-maker  by  trade,  and  his  shop  was  In  the 
same  building.  He  was  one  of  the  few  who  at  a 
meeting  held  July  9,  1847,  organized  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  was 
chosen  one  of  the  first  elders  of  that  congregation. 
The  first  Sunday  School  in  the  city  was  organized 
In  the  early  summer  of  1845,  ^"d  for  a  time  met 
in  Bro.  Vardy's  shop  and  dwelling. 
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Monday  evening,  September  29th,  the  second 
degree  was  conferred  upon  Bro.  A.  S.  Belt.  The 
lodge  then  opened  upon  the  third  degree  and 
Bro.  J.  V.  Hollebaugh,  a  Fellowcraft,  was  raised 
as  a  Master  Mason.  R.  R.  Taylor  was  elected 
to  receive  the  first  degree  at  the  regular  communi- 
cation of  October  13,  1856.  Two  Fellowcrafts 
were  advanced  as  Master  Masons  October  20th, 
these  being  Bros.  A.  S.  Belt  and  A.  Whitenack. 
On  November  17th,  this  being  the  regular  meet- 
ing, one  petition  was  rejected,  five  were  received 
and  referred  and  Bro.  John  Moroney  was  elected 
to  membership'.  This  was  the  greatest  number  of 
petitions  so  far  received  at  any  meeting  of 
the  lodge.  At  the  succeeding  regular,  Decem- 
ber 15th,  three  of  these  petitioners — Messrs. 
Benjamin  Darnell,  James  McQuinn  and  L.  H. 
Keyes — ^were  duly  elected,  the  two  others  being 
rejected.  It  is  evident  from  the  record  that  this 
was  considered  a  meeting  of  importance.  The 
attendance  of  the  brethren  was  large,  including 
the  following: 

"Hiram  Deem,  W.  M.;  S.  L.  Pollock,  S.  W.; 
Jacob  Camburn,  J.  W.  pro  tern.;  A.  S.  Belt,  Sec- 
retary pro  tern.;  J.  H.  Atwell,  Treasurer  pro 
tern.;  visiting  brother  J.  M.  Chambers,  S.  D. 
pro  tern.;  J.  L.  Enos,  J.  D.  pro  tern.;  Ezra  Hav- 
ens, Tyler.  Brothers  William  Harper,  P.  W- 
Reeder,  John  Moroney,  N.  B.  Brown,  Jesse  L. 
Brown,  H.  E.  Higley,  J.  V.  Hollebaugh  and 
Morgan  Parks. 

Following  the  business  of  the  evening  James 
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McQuinn  and  Benjamin  Darnell  were  received 
and  initiated  as  Entered  Apprentice  Masons.  L. 
H.  Keyes  received  the  first  degree  at  a  special 
communication  held  December  22.  The  regular 
of  January  12th,  1857,  shows  but  little  business, 
beyond  reception  of  one  petition  and  balloting 
upon  advancement  of  several  brethren  then  pass- 
ing through  the  degrees.  Bros.  James  McQuinn 
and  Benjamin  Darnell  were  on  January  19th 
passed  as  Fellowcrafts. 

The  resume  of  record  contained  in  transcript 
for  the  regular  of  February  9th,  1857,  brings  out 
a  matter  which  was  of  the  previous  stated  com- 
munication. At  that  time  a  proposition  was  re- 
ceived from  Hope  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  asking 
that  that  organization  be  allowed  quarters  in  the 
hall  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  as  renter  from  the 
latter.  This  was  referred  to  a  committee  for  con- 
sideration, with  power  to  rent  if  deemed  expedient 
and  desirable.  When  the  minutes  of  that  meeting 
were  read  for  approval  and  were  passed  without 
correction  or  amendment,  "Bro.  Cambum  arose 
and  asked  that  his  protest  be  entered  of  record 
against  that  part  of  said  proceedings  being  ap- 
proved which  refers  to  the  committee  having 
power  to  rent  the  lodge  room  to  the  L  O.  O.  F., 
if  they  deemed  it  expedient.  This  protest  was  ac- 
cordingly entered."  But  the  minutes  as  they  stood 
were  approved,  and  the  action  against  which  Bro. 
Camburn  protested  was  endorsed.  Further  the 
committee  made  report,  counseling  that  Hope 
Lodge,  L  O.  O.  F.,  be  accepted  as  a  tenant.    This 
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report  was  received  and  its  recommendation  ap- 
proved. The  committee  was  further  instructed 
to  make  necessary  arrangements  with  Hope 
Lodge. 

Bro.  Camburn  had  received  his  Masonic  train- 
ing in  a  strict  school,  which  allowed  for  no  devia- 
tions from  the  narrow  path  of  exclusiveness.  The 
brethren  of  the  lodge,  on  the  other  hand,  believed 
it  matter  of  rightful  courtesy  thus  to  favor  a  body 
composed  of  their  own  friends  and  neighbors 
and  of  which  they  themselves  were  members. 
Suitable  halls  for  lodge  purposes  were  not  to  be 
obtained,  except  as  new  buildings  were  erected 
and  their  upper  stories  bespoken  for  the  purpose. 
These  brethren  accepted  the  exigencies  and  limita- 
tions of  a  pioneer  community,  and  acted  within 
the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  the  law.  But  sin- 
cerely believing  that  this  was  a  transgression  of 
the  lex  non  scripta  of  Masonry,  which  as  an  of- 
ficer of  the  lodge  he  could  not  countenance,  Bro. 
Camburn  that  same  evening  resigned  as  Treasurer 
of  the  lodge,  to  take  effect  at  once.  This  resigna- 
tion was  accepted,  and  Bro.  J.  H.  Atwell  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  vacancy. 

At  the  same  meeting  the  lodge  took  under  con- 
sideration the  Revised  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  the  Revised  By-Laws  of  the  same 
body.  These  had  been  adopted  at  the  annual 
Grand  Communication  of  1856  and  referred  to 
the  constituent  lodges  for  final  endorsement  or  re- 
jection. On  the  proposed  revisions,  considered 
separately,  the  lodge  voted  in  the  negative.     But 
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no  record  of  this  action  was  sent  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, as  required  by  law.  That  official  says  in  his 
report  for  1857  "that  in  October  of  last  year  he 
issued  in  sheets  to  each  subordinate  lodge  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  as  concurred  in  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  a  circular  re- 
questing them  to  act  thereon  and  notffy  him  of 
the  result  of  such  action  at  an  early  day."  He  re- 
lates his  repeated  efforts  to  spur  the  lodges  to  ac- 
tion. Cedar  Rapids  is  mentioned  among  those 
who  "have  made  no  reply  to  the  oft-repeated  re- 
quests of  the  Grand  Secretary  for  light  upon  the 
subject  of  their  action."  As  will  be  shown  later 
along  in  this  chapter  Bro.  I.  N.  Whittam,  Secre- 
tary of  the  lodge,  had  new  and  onerous  duties 
pressed  upon  him  by  his  fellow-citizens  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  this  will  likely  account  for  some  re- 
missness on  his  part. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  March  loth  the  peti- 
tion of  Dyer  Usher  was  favorably  acted  upon,  as 
was  also  that  of  Samuel  Springer.  The  first 
named  of  these  two  candidates  deserves  mention 
here,  if  but  to  emphasize  his  claims  as  being  the 
earliest,  or  one  of  the  earliest  white  men  to  ven- 
ture within  what  is  now  Linn  county.  In  1837 
the  first  settler  found  habitation  ^vithin  what  is 
now  the  territory  of  this  county.  Yet  it  is  related 
that  in  1836  Bro.  Usher,  young  and  adventurous, 
trapped  and  hunted  up  and  down  the  Cedar  river. 
It  was  not,  however,  until  1839  that  he  settled  in 
Linn    county.     A    more     extended     biographical 
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sketch  of  this  brother  will  be  found  farther  along 
in  this  work. 

April  13th,  1857,  James  C.  Adams  was  elected 
to  receive  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree,  and  on 
the  same  date  Dyer  Usher  was  initiated  in  the  first 
degree.  Samuel  Springer  follows  in  the  order  of 
work,  being  entered  at  the  called  communication 
of  April  20,  James  C.  Adams  was  also  initiated 
upon  the  same  date.  William  Arbuckle  was 
elected,  upon  his  petition,  at  the  regular  of  May 
nth,  1857. 

A  note  in  the  transcript  of  this  latter  date,  to 
the  effect  that  "E.  G.  Brown,  a  non-affiliated  Mas- 
ter Mason,  paid  fifty  cents  Grand  Lodge  dues," 
recalls  the  custom  of  that  time  in  dealing  with  non- 
affiliates.  The  population  of  Iowa  and  other  of 
then  western  states  and  territories  was  in  a  state 
of  flux  and  constant  change.  Members  of  the 
fraternity  demitted  from  their  home  lodges  of 
the  older  communities,  that  the  document  granted 
might  be  evidence  of  their  standing  as  Masons.  A 
year  or  two  might  pass  before  these  brethren  were 
satisfied  as  to  location  for  settlement.  They 
would  naturally  not  be  willing,  while  thus  uncer- 
tain, to  present  their  demits  and  join  the  lodges 
near  at  hand.  As  a  consequence  the  number  of 
these  non-affiliating  Masons  constantly  increased. 
They  exercised  the  right  of  unrestricted  visitation, 
and  in  some  instances  became  a  very  serious  tax 
upon  the  patience  and  resources  of  struggling 
lodges.  To  arrange  this  matter  equitably  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  assuming  rightfully  that 
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all  Master  Masons  within  its  territory  were  also 
within  its  legislative  jurisdiction,  provided  that 
these  non-affiliated,  to  retain  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Craft,  should  contribute  to  its  support. 
Without  such  contribution  the  non-affiliate  was  to 
be  charged  with  offense  and  suspended.  The  plan 
worked  fairly  well  for  sevei-al  years,  or  until  the 
conditions  which  had  made  such  action  necessary 
had  changed. 

The  lodge  statistics  for  the  year,  summarized, 
show  eight  initiated,  eight  passed,  seven  raised, 
three  admitted  and  one  died.  The  membership 
In  June,  1857,  had  reached  forty-three,  and  grand 
lodge  dues  for  the  year  aggregated  $37.00.  This 
amount  was  made  up  by  a  per  capita  of  fifty  cents 
per  member  (Including  non-affiliates)  and  ten  per 
cent  of  fees  received  for  the  degrees.  Hiram 
Deem,  W.  M.  of  the  lodge,  was  its  representative 
at  the  Iowa  City  session  of  Grand  Lodge  for  the 
year. 

This  year  (1856-57)  was  an  important  period 
in  the  histon'  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  In  the  public 
events  of  the  time  the  members  of  this  lodge  took 
prominent  part.  The  city  was  Incorporated  July 
22,  1856,  having  before  that  date  been  governed 
under  the  general  laws  of  the  state.  The  charter 
election  was  held  August  7,  1856.  After  that  we 
note  the  frequent  absences  of  Bro.  I.  N.  Whittam 
from  lodge  meetings.  The  reason  therefor  Is  ap- 
parent when  we  are  Infon-ned  he  Avas  elected  first 
mayor  of  the  city.  He  was  re-elected  in  1857. 
Of  the  six  aldermen  for  the  latter  year  two  were 


History  Crescent  Lodge  99 

members  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  viz :  S.  D.  Car- 
penter of  the  Second  Ward  and  A.  Whitenack  of 
the  Third  Ward. 

The  first  bridge  was  carried  over  the  Cedar 
river  in  1856.  It  was  but  a  flimsy  affair  and  went 
out  with  the  ice  in  the  spring  of  '57.  A  floating 
structure,  crossing  at  what  is  now  First  avenue, 
was  put  in  this  last  named  year,  which  was  also 
broken  up  by  a  sudden  movement  of  the  ice  in 
1858.  In  1856  Bro.  H.  G.  Angle  was  organizer 
of  a  company  to  construct  and  maintain  a  substan- 
tial toll  bridge.  Associated  with  him  in  this  en- 
terprise were  Bros.  George  Greene,  John  Weare, 
H.  E.  Higley,  N.  B.  Brown  and  others.  This 
structure  was  not  completed  and  open  for  use  until 
the  winter  of  1859-60. 

A  bird's-eye  view  of  the  business  interests  in 
the  year  1856  is  obtained  from  the  columns  of 
the  Voice  of  Iowa,  a  monthly  publication  edited 
and  owned  by  Bro.  J.  L.  Enos.  The  enterprises 
then  having  home  in  the  city  were  thus  enumer- 
ated : 

Four  flour  mills,  two  planing  mills,  one  cooper 
shop,  five  wagon  and  carriage  factories,  one  iron 
foundry,  two  cabinet  and  chair-making  shops,  two 
plow  factories,  three  boot  and  shoe  shops,  two 
saddle  and  harness  shops,  four  tin  and  sheet  metal- 
working  establishments,  one  woolen  mill,  five  brick 
yards,  two  agricultural  implement  factories,  three 
merchant  tailor  shops,  two  wood-working  shops, 
three  newspaper  and  printing  oflices,  eight  grocery 
stores,  five  clothing  stores,  fifteen  dry  goods  stores, 
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one  devoted  to  millinery  and  kindred  goods,  four 
drug  stores,  Irwo  jewelry  establishments,  four  hard- 
ware stores,  two  book  stores,  one  book-bindery, 
four  lumber  yards,  one  bakery  and  one  barber 
shop.  There  were  in  the  town  at  that  time  five 
public  and  private  halls,  five  hotels,  four  churches, 
three  banks  and  one  public  reading  room. 

The  first  graded  school  in  Cedar  Rapids  was 
opened  in  1856,  the  old  Washington  school  build- 
ing being  first  occupied  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
From  this  time  express  service  with  outside  points 
is  dated,  the  first  route  being  from  Cedar  Rapids 
to  Iowa  City.  Railroad  communication  was  also 
approaching  the  town.  In  May,  1857,  the  Chi- 
cago, Iowa  and  Nebraska  line  (now  Northwest- 
ern) had  been  opened  to  De  Witt,  in  Clinton 
county,  and  was  being  pushed  westward.  It  did 
not,  however,  reach  Cedar  Rapids  until  June, 
1859. 

In  1857-58  the  business  activities  of  the  mem- 
bership interferred  with  the  work  of  the  lodge. 
At  the  session  of  1858,  held  at  Des  Moines,  Cedar 
Rapids  Lodge  was  not  represented,  nor  were  its 
returns  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary. 
It  is  learned  that  during  the  year  the  lodge  was 
favored  by  a  visit  from  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Fleak,  who  spent  one  evening  with  the  brethren, 
exemplifying  the  work. 

A  synopsis  of  work  performed,  preserved  in 
Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  shows  but  three  initia- 
tions, four  passed  and  four  raised,  two  admitted 
and  two  demltted.     The  membership  shows  a  net 
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gain  of  two  for  the  year,  the  total  number  being 
forty-five.  The  four  newly  made  Master  Ma- 
sons, ascertained  by  a  study  of  the  previous  re- 
turns, with  the  roster  of  the  year  1857-58,  were: 
Dyer  Usher,  Samuel  Springer,  James  C.  Adams 
and  William  Arbuckle.  The  two  admitted  broth- 
ers were  E.  A.  Suits  and  William  Thorn.  Further 
inquiry,  based  on  the  fragmentary  treasurer's  ac- 
counts preserved  would  place  Bro.  Usher's  raising 
about  the  first  of  July,  1857,  that  of  Adams  and 
Springer  in  the  succeeding  month  and  Arbuckle's 
in  September.  Ephraim  Suits  was  probably  ad- 
mitted in  December,  1857,  and  Wm.  Thorn  on 
or  about  January  25,  1858.  As  to  the  dates  of 
these  demissions  nothing  can  be  ascertained.  On 
May  31,  1858,  the  last  meeting  before  session  of 
Grand  Lodge,  Bros.  G.  W.  Westlake,  C.  M. 
Powell,  Morris  Nagle  and  R.  R.  Robinson  were 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  The  action 
was  not  reported  until  1859. 

To  the  returns  of  1859  there  is  attached  a  list 
of  non-afiiliated  Masons  residing  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  lodge.  These  are  divided  into  two 
classes,  viz :  First,  those  who  had  maintained 
themselves  in  good  standing  by  payment  of  dues 
to  some  lodge.  The  brethren  of  this  class  are 
thus  named :  John  M.  Chambers,  Joseph  Calder, 
—  Moorhead,  —  Brubaker,  —  McKeon,  —  Part- 
ridge, D.  B.  Bates,  F.  Eddy,  —  Stanley. 

In  the  second  class  are  named  those  who  had 
been  suspended,  or  upon  whom  dues  were  remitted 
in  consequence  of  age  or  misfortune.    These  were : 
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Dr.  Church,  Dr.  J.  P.  Coulter,  J.  L.  Cook, 
Mowry  Farnum,  —  Fairchild,  —  Harvey,  John 
Boyce,  L.  L.  St.  John,  —  Boughton,  Sr.,  F.  P. 
Huntington,  Isaiah  Booth  and  Ed.  Young. 

The  proceedings  of  the  lodge  for  the  year  1859 
do  not  show  numerous  meetings  nor  a  great 
amount  of  work  performed.  At  the  regular  of 
July  13,  1858,  T.  Z.  Cook  was  made  a  Master 
Mason.  On  January  22  the  Entered  Apprentice 
degree  was  conferred  on  John  R.  Corporan  and 
John  Harris.  John  P.  Wright,  John  R.  Cor- 
poran and  John  Harris  were  passed  as  Fellowcrafts 
on  February  21.  On  March  21  three  brothers 
were  raised — a  full  evening's  work — John  R. 
Wright,  John  R.  Corporan  and  John  Harris.  In 
April  (6th)  the  only  work  was  the  initiation  of 
E.  N.  Bates,  and  on  May  i6th  this  brother  was 
advanced  to  the  second  degree.  At  the  same  meet- 
ing Bros.  Gabriel  Carpenter,  John  G.  Wolf  and 
B.  Frank  Boughton  were  admitted  to  membership. 
Thence  there  is  no  record  of  meeting  held  until 
September  27th,  on  which  date  Bro.  Adam  Felgar 
was  passed  to  the  Fellowcraft  degree.  October 
25th  Bro.  James  McQuinn  asked  for  and  was 
granted  a  demit.  Bro.  John  H.  Smith  demitted 
November  2 2d,  and  at  the  same  regular  meeting 
the  Entered  Apprentice  degree  was  conferred  upon 
Conrad  Darr.  The  last  work  of  the  year,  or  meet- 
ing recorded,  is  that  of  November  27,  at  which 
time  Brother  Adam  Felgar  was  raised  as  a  Mas- 
ter Mason. 

By  the  close  of  the  year  1859  the  lodge  mem- 
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bership  had  increased  to  fifty-two.  The  statistics 
for  the  official  term  record  four  initiated,  five 
passed,  five  raised,  three  admitted  and  two  de- 
mitted.  The  official  and  membership  roster  was 
then  as  follows: 

J.  H.  Camburn,  Worshipful  Master. 

J.  L.  Enos,  Senior  Warden. 

S.  D.  McCauley,  Junior  Warden. 

William  Harper,  Treasurer. 

P.  W.  Reeder,   Secretary. 

John  Moroney,  Senior  Deacon. 

J.  C.  Adams,  Junior  Deacon. 

J.  V.  Hollebaugh,  Tyler. 

Master  Masons — George  Greene,  N.  B. 
Brown,  S.  L.  Pollock,  A.  Sines,  Hiram  Deem, 
J.  H.  Kelsey,  S.  D.  Carpenter,  H.  E.  HIgley, 
John  McArthur,  Joseph  Greene,  Daniel  Lothian, 
John  Weare,  I.  N.  Whittam,  Jacob  Springer,  J. 
Hunter,  H.  G.  Angle,  J.  H.  Atwell,  Elias  Skinner, 
Ezra  Havens,  Washington  Alspach,  Jesse  S. 
Brown,  Morgan  Parks,  A.  S.  Belt,  Benjamin  Dar- 
nell, H.  L.  Darr,  Dyer  Usher,  A.  Whitenack, 
Samuel  Springer,  R.  R.  Taylor,  J.  C.  Adams, 
John  T.  Wright,  T.  Z.  Cook,  John  R.  Corporan, 
John  Harris,  Adam  Felgar,  William  Thorn,  Wil- 
liam Arbuckle,  Ephraim  A.  Suits,  Gabriel  Car- 
penter, John  G.  Wolf,  B.  F.  Boughton. 

Fellowcraft — E.  N.  Bates. 
Entered  Apprentice — Conrad  Darr. 
Demitted — James  McQuinn,  John  H.  Smith. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

REVIEW  OF   THE    FIRST   DECADE. 

IN  the  foregoing  chapters  we  have  followed  the 
fortunes  of  the  lodge  for  the  first  ten  years  of 
its  existence.  The  task  has  been  one  of  infinite  dif- 
ficulty, owing  to  the  lack  of  records  and  other 
requisite  documents.  Nor  can  we  hope  to  have 
avoided  errors.  It  has  been  necessary  at  times  by 
a  system  of  exclusion  to  arrive  at  certain  desired 
facts  and  dates,  and  even  after  the  most  patient 
study  we  can  but  hope  to  approximate  the  exact 
truth.  The  memories  of  the  few  still  living,  whose 
membership  reaches  back  to  the  early  years,  can 
not  fix  with  accuracy  the  points  in  doubt.  The 
whole  panorama  of  past  events  unrolls  to  their 
recollections.  Here  and  there  an  incident,  by  its 
associations  or  its  personal  interest,  stands  out 
prominently.  But  as  the  mental  image  of  a  widely 
extended  scene  is  broken  when  attempt  is  made  to 
visualize  some  special  feature,  so  the  memories 
of  these  pioneers  become  confused  and  misleading 
when  it  is  sought  to  isolate  and  bring  out  sharp 
picture  of  men,  and  the  minor  events  of  long  dead 
years. 

The  period  through  which  the  lodge  had  just 
passed,  viewed  from  present  distance,  is  one  which 
has  in  It  all  of  pioneer  romance.     Elsewhere  we 
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have  pictured  the  frontier  village,  as  best  its  feat- 
ures may  be  discerned  through  the  years  and  por- 
trayed by  an  unskilled  hand.  It  is  here  of  the  life 
in  general  we  would  speak — of  the  hopes  and 
ambitions  of  the  early  settlers,  of  the  difficulties 
with  which  they  were  surrounded  and  the  ex- 
pedients devised  as  makeshifts  tO'  meet  emergencies. 
We  would  also  give  some  view  of  these  old  breth- 
ren, few  in  number,  struggling  against  many  dis- 
couragements and  not  a  few  obstacles  to  establish 
the  ancient  fraternity  in  new  soil.  The  tender 
shoot  which  they  transplanted  has  grown  beyond 
anything  the  most  sanguine  of  them  could 
have  imagined.  The  charter  members  and  first  in- 
itiates of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  never  dreamed  of  a 
time,  not  more  than  a  long  generation  removed, 
when  within  limits  of  the  city  nearly  six  hundred 
men, — the  best  of  all  classes  and  races, — should 
hold  it  matter  of  pride  to  be  members  of  this  organ- 
ization and  of  the  sister  body  which  has  within  the 
years  swarmed  from  the  parent  hive.  Nor  could 
these  early  Masons,  looking  about  their  small  lodge 
room,  with  its  few  conveniences  and  rude  furnish- 
ings, have  imagined  the  great  temple  which  their 
descendants  of  no  very  distant  time  would  erect 
to  the  glory  of  the  Craft.  The  graves  of  these 
pioneer  brethren  are  dotted  here  and  there  in  the 
quiet  God's-acres  about  the  city ;  others  have  found 
resting  places  far  and  near;  some  lie  beneath  the 
fields  where  armies  met,  and  sleep  amid  the  hosts 
of  patriot  dead.  But  if,  beyond  the  silences,  the 
souls  of  men  may  meet  and  yet  remember  things 
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of  earth,  these  departed  brethren  surely  know,  and 
are  as  surely  glad,  of  progress  made  within  these 
fifty  years  of  patient  effort  and  splendid  realiza- 
tion. 

No  matter  how  often  the  story  be  told,  the  true 
spirit  of  pioneer  days  can  never  be  appreciated  by 
those  who  come  upon  the  later  scene.  However 
vivid  the  word-picture  of  the  past  one  can  not 
divest  himself  of  the  present.  You  are  told  that 
only  here  and  there  were  homes ;  that  Cedar  Rapids 
was  hardly  more  than  name  and  promise.  But 
the  mind  can  not  imagine  all  the  now  filled  spaces 
vacant,  nor  shut  out  from  mental  view  the  high- 
ways and  the  railroads  and  the  noise  and  hurry  of 
the  present.  It  is,  indeed,  but  a  partial  and  ob- 
scure picture  that  may  in  after  years  be  drawn  of 
any  pioneer  community. 

Difficulties  were  thick  about  these  settlers  in 
making  homes  in  the  raw  territory.  Speculators, 
then  as  now,  were  ready  and  eager  to  profit  from 
the  necessities  or  the  desires  of  their  fellows. 
Hardly  were  the  new  lands  opened  to  settlement 
than  desirable  locations  were  seized  by  these 
watchful  schemers  or  their  agents.  Others,  hav- 
ing knowledge  of  the  laws,  found  the  bona  fide 
settlers  delinquent  in  some  technicality,  and  made 
trouble,  hoping  either  to  obtain  desired  land  or 
a  cash  compromise.  To  such  an  extent  were  these 
tactics  pursued  that  at  the  first  land  sales  in  the 
territory  the  settlers  combined  for  self-protection. 
It  was  given  out  that  any  bidding  for  lands  against 
actual  settlers  would  be  severely  and  summarily 
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dealt  with.     The  intimation  was  In  most  cases  and 
places  sufficient. 

The  machinery  of  the  law  was  crude  and  insuf- 
ficient. Courts  were  of  course  established  at  the 
formation  of  the  territory,  and  these  were  at  wide 
intervals  of  session  competent  to  care  for  the  civil 
business  brought  before  them.  But  a  more  speedy 
method  of  dealing  with  the  lawless  element  was 
necessary.  The  wild  characters  that  advancing 
civilization  had  borne  on  its  front  and  deposited 
here  and  there  In  the  new  settlements  forced  com- 
bination on  the  part  of  the  more  restrained  and 
peaceable  people.  Linn  county  had  Its  share  of 
these  disturbers,  and  there  are  many  stories  extant 
of  the  means  adopted  to  bring  quietness  and  safety 
to  the  community. 

Every  settlement  was  in  large  measure  self-con- 
tained. So  far  as  possible  it  provided  for  Itself 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  eschewed  the  luxuries. 
The  essential  handicrafts  had  their  representa- 
tives among  the  first  men  who  settled  in  Cedar 
Rapids.  Bro.  S.  L.  Pollock  was  the  first  black- 
smith in  the  city,  Bro.  Isaac  Cook  the  first  lawyer 
— a  necessary  being  even  upon  the  frontier.  Bro. 
Samuel  Hook  offered  for  sale  the  first  merchandise 
ever  brought  to  the  city,  consisting  of  a  wagon- 
load  of  miscellaneous  goods.  Bro.  George  W. 
Westlake  (still  living)  was  the  first  harness-maker. 
The  Cedar  Rapids  postoffice  was  established  In 
1847,  with  Bro.  Joseph  Greene  as  postmaster.  So 
small  was  the  amount  of  mail  received  In  those 
times  of  difficult  communication  and  high  postage, 
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that  the  postmaster  carried  it  about  in  his  hat  and 
distributed  it  as  he  chanced  to  meet  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed.  The  first  schoolhouse,  built  by 
Bros.  George  Greene,  N.  B.  Brown  and  others,  was 
erected  in  1846-47,  and  subsequently  sold  to  the 
district.  Bros.  George  and  Joseph  Greene  opened 
the  first  store,  located  for  a  time  in  a  log  building 
located  on  the  north  corner  of  Commercial  and 
Eagle  street  (now  First  street  and  Second  avenue) . 
As  we  have  before  stated  Bro.  John  Vardy  was  the 
first  cabinet-maker,  and  went  to  the  extiravagance 
of  erecting  a  frame  building  for  shop  and  dwelling 
so  early  as  1842-43.  The  water-power  of  the 
river  was  soon  utilized,  a  saw  mill  being  placed 
in  1842-43  and  a  grist  mill  in  the  succeeding  year. 
These  were  owned  and  operated  by  Bro.  N.  B. 
Brown.  Within  a  few  years  a  woolen  mill  was 
added  to  the  infant  industries  of  the  city.  Thus 
it  was  that  with  exception  of  a  few  indispensable 
groceries  the  people  provided  all  things  for  them- 
selves. 

General  markets  were  far  away  and  could  only 
be  reached  by  the  rivers.  Dubuque,  Davenport, 
Muscatine  and  Burlington  then  profited  by  their 
positions,  and  drew  produce  from  a  great  distance. 
"It  was  no  uncommon  thing  in  the  early  '50s," 
said  a  good  old  brother  to  the  writer,  "for  a  farmer 
to  come  many  miles  with  a  load  of  wheat,  or  if 
in  winter,  with  his  load  of  freshly  dressed  pork, 
and  try  in  vain  to  sell  the  same  in  Cedar  Rapids. 
Then  he  would  take  the  road,  generally  for  Mus- 
catine.   With  an  ox  team  that  was  no  small  jour- 
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ney.  At  that  place  (then  called  Bloomlngton)  he 
might  hope  some  portion  of  his  returns  in  cash, 
but  even  in  the  river  towns  sale  and  purchase  was 
largely  matter  of  barter.  Here  in  Cedar  Rapids 
the  merchants  rarely  paid  out  cash.  Orders  for 
merchandise  passed  current  among  the  people,  and 
were  legal  tender  in  payment  for  labor,  professional 
services  or  necessaries  other  than  those  called  for. 
After  serving  all  kinds  of  good  purposes  these 
orders  were  finally  turned  in  at  the  store  of  issue 
and  redeemed  in  goods.  Cash  was  notoriously 
scarce,  and  what  we  had  was  of  an  uncertain  char- 
acter. Yet  we  got  along  fairly  well  without  money. 
It  was  necessary  to  pay  taxes  and  buy  whisky,  but 
all  other  purchases  could  be  offset  by  labor  or 
produce." 

This  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  currency 
brings  to  mind  repeated  entries  in  the  financial  re- 
ports of  Grand  Lodge  secretary  and  treasurers. 
Again  and  again  it  was  necessary  to  deduct  from 
the  total  of  receipts  counterfeit  or  "wild-cat"  and 
worthless  money  taken  in.  And  this,  too,  in  spite 
of  the  issue  and  study  of  publications  devoted  to 
a  detection  of  counterfeits  and  speedy  warnings 
of  untrustworthy  banks. 

Means  of  communications,  as  indicated  above, 
were  altogether  lacking,  excepting  as  the  great 
rivers  of  the  west  opened  a  way  to  the  distant  cities. 
There  were  long  and  tiresome  trips  for  those  who 
wished  to  purchase  stocks  of  goods  for  the  newer 
communities.  Down  the  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis, 
the    outpost   of   commerce,    or    from   thence     up 
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the  Ohio  to  Cincinnati.  Then  the  purchases  went 
back  over  the  same  route  to  the  nearest  point  on 
the  Mississippi  from  which  they  could  be  hauled 
to  the  settlement.  The  first  settlers  at  this  point 
believed  the  Cedar  river  would  give  them  navigable 
waters  to  the  Mississippi.  Indeed  for  some  years 
an  intermittent  trafBc  was  thus  carried  on.  Flat- 
boats  loaded  with  grain  left  Cedar  Rapids  for  St. 
Louis  in  1 841  and  this  practice  continued  until 
well  into  the  '50s.  But  the  period  of  high  water 
was  short,  and  any  mishap  or  delay  was  apt  to 
result  in  total  loss.  In  1858  a  steamboat  was 
bought  by  a  stock  company  and  did  a  fairly  good 
business  on  the  river  for  two  years.  A  collision 
with  another  boat  and  consequent  lawsuits  put  an 
end  to  this  venture.  In  the  same  year  other  parties 
built  a  steamboat  here  to  trade  on  the  upper  river. 
This  craft,  known  as  the  "Black-Hawk,"  plied 
regularly  between  Cedar  Rapids  and  Waterloo, 
and  continued  in  the  trade  during  the  years  1859- 
60.  In  1 86 1  the  government  bought  all  manner 
of  river  boats  to  aid  in  military  operations.  The 
"Black-Hawk"  was  among  the  purchases  made  and 
went  to  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland  rivers  as 
a  supply  boat.  The  Cedar  river,  despite  these 
attempts,  was  not  a  practical  route  for  floating 
produce  to  market,  and  until  the  advent  of  rail- 
roads the  farmers  and  merchants  of  this  city  and 
surrounding  country  were  seriously  handicapped. 

Yet  despite  all  these  disadvantages  the  home 
and  community  life  of  the  times  left  little  to  be 
desired.     There  was,  within  the  limit  of  means, 
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a  boundless  hospitality.  The  intending  settler  or 
man  willing  to  take  his  share  in  the  arduous  labors 
of  the  pioneers,  found  hearty  welcome  and  willing 
hands  to  aid  his  first  endeavors.  That  his  means 
were  scanty  was  no  cause  for  shame,  for  none  of 
his  neighbors  had  yet  so  much  that  they  could 
scorn  the  new-comer.  Sickness  and  misfortune 
brought  friends  and  comfort  with  speedy  relief 
and  sympathy.  Whatever  else  was  lacking  there 
was  no  dearth  of  kindliness.  Development  of  the 
social  side  in  a  pioneer  community  was  to  some  de- 
gree necessitated  by  its  Isolation  and  by  the  inti- 
macy of  acquaintance  and  sameness  of  interest 
among  Its  people.  The  old  brother  to  whom 
we  have  elsewhere  referred,  enlarging  upon  this 
fact  of  the  early  years  in  Cedar  Rapids,  said: 
*'The  amusements  of  the  time,  while  perhaps  lack- 
ing great  variety,  were  numerous,  and  interested 
the  whole  community.  The  wilder  spirits  among 
us,  of  course,  indulged  in  some  'horse  play,'  and 
practical  joking  was  In  favor  among  a  certain 
class.  But  even  this  was  usually  harmless  and  in- 
nocent. I  don't  believe  it  took  so  much  to  amuse 
people  and  to  keep  them  In  good  humor  then  as 
now.  They  seemed  to  have  accepted  the  neces- 
sary privations  and  disadvantages  of  the  time  with 
a  resolve  to  minimize  the  disagreeable  part  and  to 
make  the  most  of  whatever  there  might  be  of 
pleasure.  A  church  sociable  would  bring  out  all 
the  people  in  town,  and  draw  in  the  farmers  for 
a  considerable  distance.  The  attendance  of 
women-kind  at  a    quiltlng-bee  would  almost  prove 
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embarrassing  in  numbers.  Men  made  of  their 
very  labors  and  the  necessity  for  co-operation 
therein  the  excuse  for  good  cheer  and  social  gath- 
ering. 

"And  within  the  limits  of  our  opportunities  and 
resources,"  continued  this  informant,  "we  strove 
for  intellectual  improvement.  Books  were  scarce 
and  costly,  but  those  we  possessed  were  good  and 
thoroughly  read.  The  flood  of  fiction  had  not  set 
in,  nor  had  readers  learned  the  trick  of  superficial 
skimming  for  temporary  pleasure.  Our  weekly 
newspapers  seem  dull  and  heavy  to  one  who  goes 
over  the  scarce  files.  The  editors  were  usually  ex- 
treme partisans  and  bitter  in  their  denunciations 
of  men  and  policies  not  favored  by  themselves  or 
their  parties.  But  the  editorials  were  usually  ex- 
pressed in  clear-cut  English  and  not  modeled  upon 
the  slang  of  the  street.  The  selections  made  from 
current  literature  were  well  chosen  and  this  feature 
of  the  old  newspapers  should  be  considered  as  an 
important  part  of  educative  influences.  And 
then  before  the  advent  of  railways  and  telegraphs 
and  cable  lines  we  could  afford  to  wait  for  news 
of  the  great  world  without  impatience.  The  result 
of  a  presidential  election  for  instance,  could  not 
be  known  for  weeks,  but  that  only  gave  us  longer 
time  to  speculate  and  to  hope.  A  foreign  war 
was  something  so  remote  and  its  participants  so 
little  known  to  us,  that  interest  was  satisfied  with 
a  few  brief  paragraphs,  with  perhaps  a  short  edi- 
torial of  explanation.  After  it  was  all  over  we 
could  read  of  it  in  a  book,  without  anxiety  as  to> 
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daily  results  and  changes.  Literary  societies, 
with  their  lectures  and  debates,  were  our  winter 
amusements.  Among  the  first  settlers  were  a 
sprinkling  of  men  who  had  been  carefully  trained 
in  eastern  schools  and  colleges.  They  were  the 
first  representatives  of  the  learned  professions.  It 
was  considered  necessary  that  the  future  doctor 
or  lawyer  should  know  something  more  than  just 
the  things  of  his  profession.  The  classics  pre- 
ceded and  supplemented  technical  study.  Some 
of  the  ministers,  of  course,  were  products  of  the 
frontier,  and  like  their  surroundings,  were  rude 
and  uncouth,  but  intensely  earnest.  Others,  how- 
ever, were  men  well  read  in  polite  literature  be- 
yond their  theological  knowledge.  These  men 
were  the  organizers  and  maintainers  of  our  liter- 
ary and  debating  societies.  They  were  themselves 
frequent  opponents  when  live  questions  came  up 
for  discussion.  They  were  at  all  times  the  judges 
and  critics  of  youthful  effort.  Thus  there  were 
enlisted  in  these  regular  or  occasional  gatherings 
local,  family  and  individual  pride  of  knowledge 
or  eloquence,  and  the  generous  rivalry  cultivated 
by  these  contests  of  thought  and  speech  had  a  won- 
derfully broadening  effect. 

"Then  there  was  the  spelling  school, — an  event 
to  be  anticipated  with  interest  and  remembered 
with  pleasure.  At  this  there  were  at  first  few 
spectators.  All  but  the  older  people  or  those 
known  to  be  woefully  deficient  in  orthography 
were  in  the  opposing  lines.  As  these  were 
thinned  out  the  audience  grew  in  size  and  followed 
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with  increasing  interest  the  fortunes  of  those  re- 
maining on  the  floor.  The  dignified  minister,  or 
the  prosperous  merchant  stood  next  to  the  small 
boy  who  had  developed  an  abnormal  knowledge  of 
words,  and  were,  oftener  than  not,  defeated  by  the 
youngster.  And  then  the  pride  to  that  last  one, 
standing  alone  in  spite  of  the  terrible  monstrosities 
of  speech  hurled  at  him  by  the  village  pedagogue 
from  the  old  blue-covered  spelling  book. 

"Our  outdoor  amusements  were  not  very  diver- 
sified. There  was  an  occasional  horse  race.  It 
was  run  on  the  streets  or  in  some  handy  pasture, 
and  drew  out  at  least  the  entire  male  population. 
This  form  of  sport  was  supposed  to  have  in  it 
something  delightfully  dissipated — a  dash  of  wick- 
edness that  gave  it  greatest  zest.  The  strong 
men  pitted  their  muscles  and  powers  of  endurance 
against  each  other  in  wrestling  matches  or  kindred 
contests.  For  those  of  us  of  less  athletic  frame 
there  was  quoit  pitching.  I  remember  that  our 
favorite  place  for  this  sport  was  at  a  spot  near 
where  the  Gazette  office  now  stands.  And  here, 
in  the  long  summer  evenings  a  knot  of  interested 
spectators  would  gather  to  watch  the  experts. 

"I  could  stretch  out  this  talk  of  the  old  days 
until  it  would  tire  you,"  interjected  the  patriarch 
at  this  point.  "I  could  tell  you  of  Foui'th  of  July 
celebrations  held  in  groves  where  now  there  are 
solid  blocks  of  buildings.  There  we  burnt  som.e 
powder,  and  listened  to  the  screamingest  kind  of 
spread  eagle  speeches.  And  then  having  done 
our  annual  duty  in  deifying  revolutionary  heroes 
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and  whipping  England  over  again,  we  fell  upon 
one  of  those  great  Fourth  of  July  dinners  with 
the  appetites  of  pioneers  and  patriots,  eating  in 
both  capacities. 

"Talk  about  your  cooking  and  cookery 
schools,"  came  by  way  of  parenthesis.  I  had 
said  nothing  of  either,  and  the  reference  was  prob- 
ably to  some  unuttered  thought  of  a  particularly 
successful  Fourth  of  July  dinner.  "Talk  about 
your  cooking  and  cookery  schools !  Why  the 
women  folk  of  those  days  could  get  more  of  good 
taste  into  the  food  they  turned  out  of  their  ket- 
tles and  their  ovens  than  any  of  these  modern 
professors  of  the  art."  It  was  evidently  a  mo- 
ment of  pleasant  memory,  not  to  be  disturbed,  and 
thus  I  left  the  old  man  to  his  musings. 

Perhaps  an  apology  may  be  owing  to  the  reader 
in  thus  bringing  Into  what  Is  Intended  as  a  history 
of  the  lodge  these  rambling  reminiscences,  this 
gossip  of  the  time  long  passed.  Yet  the  writer 
can  not  but  believe  they  may  prove  of  interest. 
The  old  brother  from  whom  in  various  interviews 
these  sketches  were  obtained,  is  the  last  of  his  gen- 
eration of  Craftsmen  still  living  among  us,  and 
his  words  are,  if  for  this  reason  alone,  of  import- 
ance. And  again,  it  is  only  as  we  can  more  clearly 
understand  the  period  and  Its  general  life  that 
we  can  appreciate  the  part  taken  therein  by  the 
lodge  and  its  membership.  From  this  we  pass  to 
a  review  of  fraternal  matters  during  this  first  dec- 
ade of  existence  and  struggle. 

In  1 85 1  eight  petitioners  with  a  firm  faith  in 
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the  inherent  vitality  of  the  Masonic  institution 
and  a  boundless  confidence  of  the  future  of  the 
community,  applied  for  and  were  granted  dispen- 
sation to  open  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge.  It  was  an 
undertaking  which  entailed  upon  these  few  an 
amount  of  work  and  anxiety  which  can  hardly  now 
be  comprehended.  Instead  of,  as  at  present,  hav- 
ing ground  long  prepared,  these  brethren  had  with 
toilful  effort  to  make  ready  the  rich  but  rude  ma- 
terial. At  that  time  there  yet  lingered  here  and 
there  something  of  the  bitterness  and  prejudice 
which  in  a  still  earlier  day  had  provoked  a  storm 
of  intolerance  against  Masonry  and  which  for  a 
time  threatened  its  disruption.  In  one  of  the  local 
cemeteries  there  is  reared  an  imposing  monument, 
upon  which  is  a  lengthy  inscription  recording  activ- 
ities of  the  man  whose  memory  is  thus  preserved. 
He  was,  we  are  there  told,  a  life-long  opponent  of 
Freemasonry  and  of  human  slavery.  Strange  that 
these  two  should  thus  be  bracketed  together. 
More  strange  that  a  champion  for  freedom  should 
not  recognize  a  power  and  influence  which  has 
ever  been  upon  the  side  of  intellectual  liberty  and 
ever  opposed  to  tyranny  and  abuse  of  power.  It 
was  not  so  easy  then  as  now  to  answer  antagonists. 
Truth  had  been  distorted  and  infamous  lies 
heaped  up  with  which  to  assail  Masonry.  Bigotry 
had  furbished  up  all  the  antique  weapons  in  its 
armory,  and  politicians  had  added  their  slanders 
and  revilings.  Against  all  these  the  brethren, 
through  knowing  well  the  faith  that  was  in  them, 
had  not  the  historical  and  critical  knowledge  neces- 
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sary  to  make  effective  reply.  One  slow  but  sure 
method  was  theirs — to  pursue  their  own  course  in 
silence,  letting  daily  life,  high  standards  of  con- 
duct and  an  ever-watchful  charit)'  speak  for  the 
righteousness  of  their  cause. 

Another  difficulty  of  the  times  was  that  the 
population  constantly  shifted.  To  many  of  the 
restless  pioneers  fortune  seemed  forever  beckon- 
ing to  untried  scenes.  The  rainbow's  end  was 
just  beyond  the  horizon.  Many  of  the  first 
homes  of  the  wilderness  were  but  temporary 
camps,  in  which  the  travelers  lingered  until  nov- 
elty was  exhausted.  Others  followed  after  with 
more  definite  aims,  settled  permanently  upon  the 
new  lands,  and  in  the  years  of  harvest  gathered 
rich  reward  of  toil  and  patience.  Very  many  of 
the  first  Masons  who  entered  Iowa  were  of  the 
"rolling-stone"  variety.  Stalwart  and  fearless 
sons  of  the  West,  yet  ever  impatient  of  restraint. 
Many  carried  their  demits  from  lodges  in  which 
they  were  made,  but  did  not  affiliate  with  bodies  in 
the  new  state.  Others  joined,  proved  earnest  and 
well-informed  workers,  but  soon  passed  on  to  new 
scenes.  In  this  first  decade  of  lodge  histor}'  there 
had  been  many  changes,  each  of  which  was  dis- 
turbing and  weakening  to  a  small  organization. 

Masonic  law  and  procedure  was  as  yet  imper- 
fectly known,  or  even  not  thoroughly  formulated 
by  authority  of  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  necessary 
both  for  the  governing  body  and  its  constituents 
to  experiment  somewhat,  and  to  seek  light  from 
all  available  sources.     Methods  which  seem  to  us 
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crude  were  adopted,  especially  in  the  conduct  of 
business.  As  a  result  the  early  records  of  this 
and  other  lodges  lack  the  completeness  which  we 
look  for  as  matter  of  course,  and  because  of  long 
established  custom.  The  long  line  of  precedents 
which  now  govern  action  and  provide  for  almost 
all  contingencies,  has  been  established  by  years 
of  experiment  and  invocation  of  authority.  The 
multiplicity  of  forms  which  now  secure  accuracy  at 
the  minimum  of  labor  is  the  result  of  such  experi- 
ence. 

Still  another  and  peculiar  obstacle  had  to  be 
met  and  surmounted  by  these  Masonic  pioneers  in 
Iowa.  The  first  membership  was  recruited  from 
a  score  or  more  of  grand  jurisdictions.  In  each  of 
these  there  v/as  variation  of  the  work.  The  body 
of  esoteric  learning,  trar^smitted  from  one  genera- 
tion to  another  by  oral  teaching,  is  pecuharly  liable 
to  change.  The  "instructive  tongue"  sometimes 
slips,  and  the  "attentive  ear"  grows  sometimes 
dull  of  hearing.  Thus  it  occurred  that  Iowa  Ma- 
sonry, bringing  hither  its  Craft  knowledge  from 
so  many  sources,  was  for  a  time  confused.  The 
work,  even  In  particular  lodges,  lost  something  of 
Its  chaiTTi,  because  there  was  lack  of  uniformity. 
Brethren  contended  for  accuracy  and  superiority 
of  those  shades  of  difference  to  which  they  were 
accustomed.  It  was  found  necessary  for  Grand 
Lodge  to  remedy  this  annoying  condition.  About 
the  time  our  history  has  now  reached  "uniformity 
of  work"  was  a  live  Issue.  The  best  Informed 
collated  and  compared,  and  finally  brought  out  of 
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the  confusion  a  rendition  of  the  unwritten  woric 
which  harmonized  all  differences. 

Yet  there  was  never  doubt  or  difference  as  to 
the  essentials  of  work  or  practice.  The  Iowa- 
made  Mason  found  no  difficulty  in  proving  his 
knowledge  and  kinship  in  the  great  body  of  the 
fraternity.  In  the  great  facts  of  Masonic  being 
these  old  brethren  were  thoroughly  grounded.  In 
their  lives  they  exemplified  the  beauty  and  power 
of  its  teachings.  In  the  tender  minisrrations  of 
love  and  kindness  their  hands  and  hearts  gave 
willing  ser\'ice.  Where  poverty-  or  distress  had 
overtaken  a  brother  there  came  generous  and  quick 
relief.  WTiere  there  was  sickness  or  sorrow,  as- 
sistance and  sympathy  sought  to  alleviate  suffer- 
ing and  soothe  the  grief  of  mourning  ones. 

And  in  the  life  of  the  community,  within  even 
this  first  decade,  Masonrv  had  proven  its  benefi- 
cent and  inspiring  mission.  The  membership  of 
Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  were  among  the  foremost  in 
even."  good  word  and  work.  In  whatever  was  for 
public  benefit  and  the  progress  of  the  cit)  we  are 
proud  to  record  then,  as  now,  that  Masons  were 
of  the  most  energetic  workers.  AnJ  in  the  lodge, 
with  its  ancient  and  well-ordered  methods,  many 
were  taught  the  first  necessary  lessons  or  discipline 
and  due  subordination  so  essential  to  good  citizen- 
ship. The  lessons,  taught  within  tyled  walls  to  the 
fratemit\-.  went  without  in  silent  influence,  and 
had  part  in  the  iroulding  of  the  con-mimirv".  The 
extent  of  this  beneficent  work  no  man  can  ever  esti- 
mate nor  historian  record.     Onlv  when  some  one 
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keen  of  insight  shall  sum  up  the  things  that  had 
made  for  public  rectitude  shall  Masonic  teaching 
and  influence  be  given  due  portion  of  credit  and 
of  praise. 


JACOB  H.  CAMBURN 
Worshipful  Master  in  1859-60-61-6'2 


CHAPTER  IX. 

1860-1865. 

WITH  the  passing  of  these  years  from  1850  to 
i860  we  enter  upon  a  new  period,  momen- 
tous in  national  and  state  life  and  in  the  existence  of 
the  fraternity.  The  period  just  in  advance  was 
pregnant  with  great  events,  and  there  was  in  all  the 
land  feeling  of  uncertainty  and  fear  for  the  fu- 
ture. Great  questions,  which  had  been  heretofore 
pushed  back  and  temporized  with,  now  pressed 
imperatively  for  solution.  The  Sphinx  of  national 
destinies  confronted  the  American  people  and  de- 
manded answer  to  the  riddle  of  fate,  on  pain  of 
dishonor  and  destruction.  The  day  of  politicians 
and  compromises  had  passed ;  there  was  need  then 
for  real  men  who  would  dare  and  do  for  the  right, 
without  counting  of  cost  or  sacrifice.  Within  the 
five  years  of  our  present  chapter  the  price  of  blood 
was  demanded  and  paid  to  redeem  the  wrongs  of 
generations  of  ignorance  and  avarice,  of  passion 
and  of  prejudice. 

With  dread  of  approaching  danger  and  immin- 
ent conflict  there  was  impairment  of  public  and 
private  credit  and  a  shrinkage  of  normal  revenues, 
from  whatever  source  or  to  whatever  purpose  ap- 
plied. Not  even  in  its  first  years  of  numerical 
weakness  had  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  known 
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such  financial  embarrassment.  Some  few  years 
before  Its  Income  had  so  largely  Increased  that  a 
portion  was  turned  back  to  the  constituent  lodges. 
But  one  of  the  first  Intimations  of  conditions  at  the 
session  of  i860  Is  the  cry  of  "hard  times"  made 
in  Grand  Secretary's  report.  It  had  been  asked 
that  the  constituent  lodges  advance  a  portion  of 
capitation  tax.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  forty 
lodges  only  six  complied  with  this  request.  The 
report  excuses  those  who  failed  to  respond,  be- 
cause of  the  prevailing  stringency. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  session  of  i860  Cedar 
Rapids  Lodge  was  well  represented  by  its  Wor- 
shipful Master,  Bro.  J.  H.  Camburn.  We  find 
him  highly  placed  as  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Grand  Master's  address.  For  that  year  the  com- 
mittee was  of  more  than  usual  importance.  It 
was  a  period  of  immense  Masonic  difficulty.  New 
problems  had  arisen  involving  powers  and  prerog- 
atives of  Grand  Master,  and  that  officer  had 
been  more  than  criticised  for  some  of  his  actions. 
The  duties  of  the  committtee  were  therefore  un- 
usually delicate.  Grand  Secretary  Parvin  led  one 
wing  of  Grand  Lodge  in  opposition  to  and  con- 
demnation of  Grand  Master  Hartsock,  while 
friends  of  the  latter  were  strong  In  numbers  and 
determined  to  sustain  his  official  acts.  It  was  for- 
tunate for  the  grand  body,  in  this  dilemma,  that 
such  a  man  as  Bro.  Camburn  was  given  place  and 
control  of  the  committee  on  address.  The  report 
thereof,  Avhich  should  have  been  presented  early  in 
the  session,  was  put  off  until  near  Its  close.     It  was 
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a  document  calculated  to  allay  strife  and  to  heal 
differences.  The  immediate  result  was  apparent 
in  action  to  settle  all  controversies.  That  these  were 
later  renewed  was  owing  only  to  the  disputatious 
natures  of  the  principals,  and  it  degenerated  into  a 
personal  contest,  with  which  the  Masons  of  Iowa 
were  before  long  thoroughly  disgusted. 

Bro.  Cambum  was  also  at  this  time  author  of 
a  resolution,  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge,  declar- 
ing— 

"That  the  Grand  Lodge  now,  as  heretofore, 
declares  its  unalterable  adherence  to  the  ancient 
Webb  work.  Having  the  fullest  confidence  in 
the  evidence  furnished  that  the  work  as  exempli- 
fied by  the  custodians  and  under  their  direction 
by  Brothers  Morris  and  Wilson,  does  hereby 
adopt  the  same  as  the  work  and  the  only  work 
hereafter  to  be  taught  in  this  jurisdiction." 

It  is  therefore  to  a  member  of  Cedar  Rapids 
Lodge  that  credit  must  be  given  for  bringing  to 
a  termination  the  long  controversy  over  work,, 
which  had  carried  some  of  the  disputants  beyond 
the  limits  of  brotherly  discussion.  The  difficulties 
of  this  subject  can  best  be  judged  from  a  para- 
graph penned  by  Bro.  Camburn  and  forming  part 
of  his  report: 

"Uniformity  of  work  in  this  jurisdiction  your 
committee  regards  as  a  'consummation  devoutly 
to  be  wished,'  but  from  a  variety  of  material 
used  in  constructing  our  Masonic  edifice,  this  can 
be  accomplished,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, only  by  the  moulding  hand  of  time.     As  the 
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angular  stone  by  the  abrasions  of  the  elements  is 
at  last  converted  into  the  smooth  pebble,  so  by 
the  exercise  of  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth, 
the  conflicting  opinions  of  the  day  will  find  their 
proper  level.  If  ambitious  demagogues  by  mis- 
direction should  have  found  lodgment  within 
the  folds  of  our  charity,  by  a  due  exercise  of  its 
ennobling  principles  no  harm  can  come  of  their 
misguided  efforts.  Your  committee  may  be  per- 
mitted to  indulge  the  hope  that  the  question  is 
evanescent  in  its  character,  and  will  finally  find  a 
peaceful  solution." 

Because  of  his  prominence  and  ability  we  find 
Bro.  Camburn  honored  by  appointment  as  Grand 
Marshal,  and  as  further  compliment  was  placed 
on  the  Fraternal  Correspondence  Committee. 

The  work  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  for  the 
year  ending  May  i,  i860,  shown  by  the  published 
returns,  indicates  that  financial  stringency  had 
severe  effect.  Six  were  initiated,  four  passed  and 
but  three  raised  during  the  year.  Two  brothers 
demltted,  leaving  the  total  membership  of  the 
lodge  at  the  time  of  report  but  fifty-two.  The 
Grand  Lodge  dues  were  $31.75.  Unfortunately, 
the  detailed  returns  for  the  year  are  irrevocably 
lost,  and  it  is  impossible  to  give  the  names  of 
those  three  brothers  added  to  the  roster.  The 
entire  roll  Is,  however,  preserved,  and  contains  the 
following : 

J.  H.  Camburn,  W.  M. 
J.  L.  Enos,  S.  W. 
Dyer  Usher,  J.  W. 
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William   Harper,   Treasurer. 

P-  W.  Reeder,  Secretary. 

T.  Z.  Cook,  S.  D. 

J.  C.  Adams,  J.  D. 

John   Mills,  Tyler. 

Master  Masons — S.  D.  Carpenter,  George 
Greene,  Hiram  Deem,  S.  L.  Pollock,  Samuel  D. 
McCauley,  A.  S.  Belt,  J.  V.  HoUebaugh,  N.  B. 
Brown,  J.  F.  Kelsey,  H.  E.  Higley,  John  Mc- 
Arthur,  Joseph  Greene,  Daniel  Lothian,  John 
Weare,  Isaac  N.  Whittam,  Jacob  Springer,  H.  G. 
Angle,  J.  H.  Atwell,  Ezra  Havens,  Washington 
Allspaugh,  Jesse  S.  Brown,  Morgan  Parks,  Ben- 
jamin Darnell,  H.  L.  Carr,  A.  Whitenack,  Samuel 
Springer,  B.  R.  Taylor,  John  R.  Corporan,  John 
Harris,  Adam  Felgar,  William  Thorn,  William 
Arbuckle,  Ephraim  A.  Suits,  Gabriel  Carpenter, 
John  S.  Wolf,  B.  F.  Boughton,  E.  N.  Bates,  M. 
S.   Rentfle,  Mowry  Farnum,  —  Fairchild. 

Fellowcrafts — Conrad  Darr,  John  Snyder, 
Joseph  Mount. 

Entered  Apprentices — W.  H.  Merritt, 
Henry  Bennett,  John  Gunn. 

Demitted — Elias   Skinner,   John   Moroney. 

The  year  just  closed  in  this  review  is  the  last 
for  which  there  is  no  data  beyond  what  appears 
in  the  printed  records  of  Grand  Lodge.  And 
here  it  may  be  of  interest  to  relate  how  the  early 
returns,  sent  each  year  to  Grand  Secretary's  of- 
fice, were  recovered.  Time  after  time  these  had 
been  sought  by  brethren  in  search  of  information. 
A  few  years  ago  Bro.  William  Elsom  attempted 


126  History  Crescent  Lodge 

to  prepare  a  membership  record  for  Crescent 
Lodge.  His  search  in  Grand  Lodge  archives  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  the  returns  were  missing  from 
the  files  for  a  period  of  about  fifteen  years.  With 
the  lodge  records  also  destroyed  he  was  unable 
to  fill  the  blank.  Someone,  for  a  purpose  not 
known,  had  extracted  these  returns,  those  for 
Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  being  the  only  ones  missing. 
After  consultation  with  the  committee  having  su- 
pervision of  this  work  the  writer  determined  on 
another  and  complete  search.  This  was  kindly 
allowed  by  Grand  Secretary  Parvin,  who  also 
gave  every  possible  assistance  in  examination  of 
documents  in  the  library.  This  search  was  final- 
ly rewarded  by  discovery  of  the  missing  returns. 
Evidently  they  had  been  consulted  many  years 
ago,  and  had  not  then  been  returned  to  the  files. 
There  was  also  found  during  the  same  search  a 
schedule  of  questions  addressed  to  the  lodge  in 
1874,  asking  as  to  conditions  and  property  owned. 
From  an  answer  given  it  appeared  that  the  rec- 
ords were  then  complete  from  1861.  Therefore 
the  book  containing  minutes  from  1861  to  1873 
disappeared  or  was  destroyed  after  1874.  The 
probable  cause  of  this  destruction  will  be  indicated 
in  its  proper  place. 

The  returns  for  1861  were  made  out  to  June  i 
of  that  year,  or  just  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
Grand  Lodge.  As  will  be  shown  in  succeeding 
chapter  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  at  the  time  this 
report  was  prepared,  was  in  the  first  tumult  of  war 
excitement.     It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  thfe 
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big  sheet  before  us  is  Irritatlngly  lacking  in  details. 
But  even  this  will  not  account  for  discrepancy  in 
the  list  of  officers.  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  for 
the  session  held  at  Dubuque  June  4,  1861,  give  J. 
H.  Camburn  as  Master  and  J.  V.  Hollebaugh  as 
Secretary.  In  the  returns  the  following  is  the 
roster  of  officers : 

George  Greene,  Worshipful  Master. 
Thomas  Z.  Cook,  Senior  Warden. 
Dyer  Usher,  Junior  Warden. 
William  Harper,  Treasurer. 
P.  W.   Reeder,  Secretary. 
S.  L.  Pollock,  Senior  Deacon. 
Hiram  Deem,  Junior  Deacon. 
A.  S.  Belt,  Tyler. 

Yet  in  a  newspaper  clipping  found  since  writing 
the  above  Is  given  a  copy  of  resolutions  passed  by 
the  lodge,  signed  by  T.  Z.  Cook,  S.  W.  (Acting 
Master) ,  and  J.  V.  Hollebaugh,  Secretary.  It  is 
elsewhere  noted  that  Bro.  T.  Z.  Cook,  upon  assum- 
ing captaincy  of  Company  K,  First  Iowa  Infantry 
Volunteers,  was  said  to  have  been  "Acting  Master 
of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge." 

This  may  perhaps  be  explained  by  a  statement 
that  these  returns  were  made  out  some  time  after 
the  date  given.  The  Committee  on  Chartered 
Lodges  did  not  at  Grand  Lodge  session  receive 
any  returns  from  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  and  so  re- 
ported. Likely  stirred  to  the  necessity  of  making 
report,  after  notification  from  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, the  retired  Secretary,  Bro.  P.  W.  Reeder, 
made  up  the  returns  from  incomplete  data,  with- 
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out  referring  to  the  books  which  had  passed  out 
of  his  possession.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he 
reported  as  officers  of  the  year  those  filling  the 
stations  on  the  night  of  election.  The  probabil- 
ity of  this  is  enhanced  by  the  endorsement,  at- 
tested by  Bro.  Reeder,  which  gives  the  elective 
officers  as  follows: 

J.  M.  Camburn,  Worshipful  Master. 

J.  C.  Adams,  Senior  Warden. 

Ezra  Havens,   Junior  Warden. 

George  Snyder,  Treasurer. 

J.  V.  Hollebaugh,  Secretary. 

The  same  negligence  and  lack  of  reference  to 
the  minutes  is  shown  throughout  the  report.  The 
list  of  members  was  evidently  prepared  from  the 
roster,  as  the  names  of  those  holding  office  are  re- 
peated and  then  erased.  The  columns  showing 
dates  upon  Avhich  degrees  were  conferred  are  ag- 
gravatlngly  blank.  In  the  summary  of  Grand 
Lodge  returns  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  is  credited 
with  one  Initiation,  two  passings,  two  demissions 
and  one  death.  In  the  sheet  before  us  there  Is  no 
record  of  an  Initiation.  Upon  the  second  degree 
the  only  reference  is : 

"H.  Bennett,  Fellowcraft,  September  3,  1861." 

Whereas  there  are  no  raisings  credited  to  the 
lodge  In  Grand  Lodge  reports  there  are  two  given 
In  this  return.  Those  are  George  Snyder,  with 
date  o"f  June  nth,  i860,  and  L.  F.  Keyes,  March 
6th,  1 861.  Appended  to  this  latter  name  Is  the 
note  "Dues  remitted."  This  was,  of  course,  on 
account  of  the  brother  being  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
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pel.  Two  demits  were  granted — one  on  Decem- 
ber 31st,  i860,  to  Bro.  Jacob  Springer;  the  other 
to  Bro.  Samuel  Springer,  on  April  29th,  1861. 
Bro.  John  Mills  died  April  3d,  1861.  There  is 
also  given,  as  was  then  required,  a  list  of  non-affil- 
iating Masons  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  lodge,  as  follows:  "D.  B.  Bates,  —  Stanley, 
■ —  Mooi'head,  Joseph  Calder,  J.  P.  Coulter." 

There  was  a  falling  off  in  membership  from 
fifty-two  as  shown  for  the  preceding  year,  to  forty- 
eight  in  this  return.  The  two  demissions  were  off- 
set by  the  two  raised,  and  but  one  had  died.  There 
are  no  suspensions  or  expulsions  noted,  though  this 
discrepancy  can  be  accounted  for  in  no  other  way. 

Grand  Lodge  dues  were  then  paid  on  the  fol- 
lowing scale : 

On  members,  at  50  cents  each. 
On  number  initiated  ($10  each)  5  per  cent. 
On  number  passed  ($5  each)  5  per  cent. 
On  number  raised  ($5  each)  5  per  cent. 
On  Non-Affiliated  Masons   (paying    dues)    50 
cents  each. 

The  dues  for  the  year  under  review  were,  ac- 
cording to  this  schedule,  $24.75.  On  account  of 
inattention  or  error  the  sum  of  $23.50  was  paid 
by  Bro.  Camburn  at  Grand  Lodge.  This  was  re- 
ferred back  and  later  rectified. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Camburn  was  again  honored  at  the 
1 861  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  by  appointment  on 
Jurisprudence  Committee.  As  such  he  presented 
a  portion  of  the  committee's  report.     To  it  was 
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referred  consideration  of  expediency  of  authoriz- 
ing military  lodges.  The  concluding  paragraph 
of  the  report  thereupon  will  indicate  the  influence 
of  war  preparations  and  spirit  in  Iowa.  It  gives 
us  understanding  why  Masonic  affairs  were  neg- 
lected, and  why,  as  in  the  returns  we  have  just 
analyzed,  so  little  attention  was  paid  to  essential 
data: 

"Brethren,  to  profit  by  the  lessons  taught  in  the 
practice  of  our  rites,  should  while  engaging  in 
them,  be  able  to  give  their  attention,  as  well  as 
time,  to  their  observance;  and  such  is  the  fevered 
excitement  which  has,  to  a  universal  degree,  seized 
upon  the  public  mind,  and  still  preoccupies  it,  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  else  beside  the  absorbing  topic 
of  the  day,  that  the  lodge  and  its  work  are  forgot- 
ten and  laid  aside.  We  all  feel  it  at  home;  we 
all  see  it  here  in  the  paucity  of  the  numbers  before 
us,  compared  with  what  should  be  seen  and  would 
have  been,  did  peace  prevail  throughout  our  bor- 
ders. Therefore  we  recommend  that  the  com- 
mittee be  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  subject." 

1862.  The  returns  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge 
for  1862  are  far  more  complete  than  those  of  the 
preceding  year.  Indeed,  in  so  far  as  such  a  docu- 
ment can  take  the  place  of  the  minute  book,  this 
gives  the  information  desired.  What  is  lacking, 
and  so  much  to  be  desired,  are  those  little  incidents 
of  lodge  meetings.  The  questions  brought  up  and 
discussed,  the  reports  made,  the  social  gatherings 
— all  these  would  reveal  to  us  the  character  of 
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brethren  of  a  generation  removed.  It  would  give 
us  valuable  knowledge  as  to  the  influence  of  Ma- 
sonry upon  individuals  and  the  community.  In  lieu 
of  such  definite  information  we  must  supplement 
the  meager  sources  of  official  statement  with  what- 
ever may  be  gleaned  from  reminiscence,  public 
histoi-y  or  private  papers.  To  one  who  has  never 
taken  up  such  work,  endeavoring  to  gain  accurate 
information  of  events  in  years  grown  dim,  there 
can  come  but  little  conception  of  the  time  and  pa- 
tience required.  Here  and  there  one  can  piece 
facts  together,  only  to  find  that  something  essential 
is  missing.  The  loss  may  be  irreparable,  or  again 
Is  only  to  be  made  good  by  new  and  tedious  inves- 
tigation. 

The  list  of  officers  for  the  year  1863  are  thus 
given : 

James  L.  Enos,  Worshipful  Master. 

A.  Sydney  Belt,  Senior  Warden. 

Ezra  Havens,  Junior  Warden. 

George  Snyder,  Treasurer. 

J.  V.  Hollebaugh,   Secretai-y. 

C.  P.  Gilkison,  Senior  Deacon. 

John  H.  Afwell,  Junior  Deacon. 

S.  D.  McCauley,  Tyler. 

Three  Past  Masters  are  also  named:  Bros. 
George  Greene,  Hiram  Deem,  J.  H.  Camburn. 

Sad  havoc  had  been  made  during  the  year  in 
the  membership  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  but 
thirty-one  names  of  Master  Masons  appearing 
upon  the  roster.  Of  this  number  some  ten  or 
twelve  were  already  in  the  service  of  their  country 
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and  doing  full  measure  of  duty  in  camp  and  bat- 
tle-field. Twenty  in  good  standing  would  have 
counted  all  the  Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids  in  that 
year  of  low  ebb.  Yet  there  was  no  discourage- 
ment. In  estimation  of  the  people  Masonry  stood 
perhaps  higher  than  ever  before.  Its  members 
had  been  prominent  in  all  pubHc  affairs,  and  had 
proven  that  patriotism  was  among  the  lessons 
taught  by  the  fraternity.  As  a  result  these  few  re- 
maining to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  lodge  were 
kept  busy.  There  was  great  promise  for  the  fu- 
ture in  what  was  then  being  accomplished.  The 
recapitulation  endorsed  upon  the  returns  shows: 
Four  initiated,  one  passed,  one  raised  and  one 
admitted.  The  losses  were  four  demitted  and 
nine  suspended.  Evidently  this  was  a  time  of 
house-cleaning,  and  the  drones  were  expelled  from 
the  hive.  Upon  three  members  dues  were  remit- 
ted— secretaiT  and  tyler  and  one  ministerial 
brother. 

Those  initiated,  with  the  dates  thereof,  are  thus 
given : 

(Rev.)  F.  W.  Vinson,  March  18,  1862;  E.  H. 
Steadman,  April  15,  1862;  John  H.  Coldren, 
May  20,  1862;  Samuel  L.  Brobst,  May  20,  1862. 
Wm.  H.  Merritt  is  classed  as  an  Entered  Appren- 
tice, but  no  date  is  given.  This  latter  was  Lieut.- 
Colonel  of  the  First  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  and 
later  unsuccessful  candidate  of  the  "Union"  party 
for  governor  of  Iowa  against  Governor  Kirkwood, 
at  expiration  of  the  latter's  first  term. 

John  A.  Gunn  was  passed  to  the  Degree  of  a 
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Fellowcraft  May  23,  i860.  There  is  no  record 
here  nor  in  returns  of  the  preceding  year,  of  this 
brother's  initiation.  Joseph  Mount  is  also  carried 
upon  the  roster  as  a  Fellowcraft,  but  no  date  is 
appended  to  show  where  first  or  second  degree 
was  conferred. 

Henry  Bennett,  Sr.,  received  the  Master  Ma- 
son's degree  April  22d,  1862. 

Bro.  C.  P.  Gilkison  was  received  upon  demit 
May  19th,  1862. 

The  brethren  demitting  within  the  period  cov- 
ered by  this  report  were :  Jesse  S.  Brown,  Decem- 
ber 23,  1861 ;  John  Weare,  January  20,  1862;  H. 
E.  Higley,  February  17,  1862,  and  Washington 
Alspaugh,  February  17,  1862. 

The  list  of  suspensions  include  a  number  of  old 
brethren  and  formerly  faithful  workers.  Those 
were:  Bros.  S.  L.  Pollock,  William  Thorn,  Will- 
iam Arbuckle,  Joseph  Greene,  A.  Whitenack, 
John  McArthur,  J.  H.  Kelsey  and  Gabriel  Car- 
penter. 

Bro.  J.  L.  Enos,  Worshipful  Master-elect,  as 
proxy  for  the  Senior  Warden,  attended  the  meeting 
of  Grand  Lodge  held  at  Keokuk  June  3,  1862. 
He  was  one  of  those  upon  whom  the  degree  of 
Past  Master  was  conferred  by  a  convocation  of 
Past  Masters  over  which  Past  Grand  Master 
Hartsock  presided. 

1863.  For  the  Masonic  year  ending  June  i, 
1863,  there  is  splendid  record  of  work  accom- 
plished by  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge.     Five  candidates 
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were  initiated,  seven  brothers  passed  and  nine 
raised.  Four  were  also  admitted.  Only  one  de- 
mitted,  two  were  lost  by  death,  and  one  was  sus- 
pended. The  total  membership,  as  summed  up  in 
recapitulation  of  the  returns,  had  increased  to 
fifty-three. 

In  the  margin  of  this  report  are  two  sad  nota- 
tions, which  attract  attention  upon  first  opening  of 
the  same.  They  represent  the  supreme  sacrifice 
of  patriotic  Masons.  In  another  chapter  more  is 
given  of  this  subject,  but  these  unembellished 
notes,  placed  there  by  Bro.  Hollebaugh,  the  secre- 
tary, will  bear  transcription  here.  They  read: 

"Absalom  Sines — Killed  in  the  battle  of 
Champion  Hills,  Mississippi,  May  i6th,  1863.  He 
was  sergeant  in  Company  G,  Twenty-fourth  Regi- 
ment Iowa  Volunteers.  The  usual  resolutions 
were  passed  by  the  lodge  and  the  hall  draped  in 
mourning  as  a  tribute  to  his  memory.  He  was  a 
brave  and  pure  patriot." 

"Hiram  Deem — Died  in  the  army  January 
30th,  1863.  He  was  a  sergeant  in  Company  A, 
Thirty-first  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteers.  Resolu- 
tions of  condolence  and  remembrance  were  passed 
by  the  lodge,  of  which  he  had  been  Master,  and 
the  hall  was  draped  in  mourning  for  ninety  days." 

These  resolutions  are  given  in  the  meager  biog- 
raphy obtainable  of  this  brother  and  Past  Master. 

Of  the  five  initiations  during  the  term  covered 
in  this  report,  but  four  had  dates  attached.  With 
the  names  of  candidates  they  are  as  follows: 
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Walter  B.  Mack,  August  13th,  1862;  Almon 
Wheeler,  November  14th,  1862;  Wesley  Stevens, 
November  14th,  1862;  William  Ryan,  March 
23d,  1863;  William  H.  Merritt  (no  date  given). 

The  following  brethren  were  passed  as  Fellow- 
crafts  : 

John  N.  Coldren,  June  24th,  1862;  Samuel  L. 
Brobst,  June  17th,  1862;  (Rev.)  F.  W.  Vinson, 
July  nth,  1862;  Walter  B.  Mack,  December 
1 8th,  1862;  Almon  Wheeler,  December  8th, 
1862;  Wesley  Stevens,  December  8th,  1862;  Will- 
iam H.  Merritt,  May  25th,  1863. 

Nine  were,  as  we  have  seen,  raised  as  Master 
Masons,  as  follows : 

John  A.  Gunn,  June  13th,  1862;  Edward  Coul- 
ter, June  24th,  1862;  John  N.  Coldren,  July  i8th, 
1862;  F.  W.  Vinson,  July  21st,  1862;  Samuel  L. 
Brobst,  July  22d,  1862;  E.  H.  Steadman,  Sep- 
tember 25th,  1862;  Almon  Wheeler,  January  5th, 
1863  ;  Wesley  Stevens,  January  7th,  1863  ;  Walter 
B.  Mack,  Febi-uary  15th,  1863. 

Those  joining  by  demit  were: 

S.  F.  Harvey,  June  i6th,  1862;  B.  F.  How- 
land,  June  i6th,  1862;  E.  M.  Crandall,  July  14th, 
i862;-Thomas  Stanley,  February  9th,  1863. 

Bro.  B.  F.  Boughton  had  his  dues  remitted  and 
was  granted  a  demit  on  April  6th,  1863,  and 
Adam  Felgar  was  suspended  March  9th,   1863. 

A  naive  note  follows  the  name  of  Bro.  (Rev.) 
F.  W.  Vinson :     "We  remitted  fees  for  degrees ; 
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ought  we  to  pay  the  percentage?"  It  goes  al- 
most without  saying  that  the  lodge  was  not  called 
on  to  pay  this  percentage. 

At  the  twentieth  annual  communication  of 
Grand  Lodge,  held  at  Iowa  City  June  2d,  1863, 
Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  is  said  to  have  been  repre- 
sented by  J.  L.  Enos,  Worshipful  Master,  and 
Henry  Church,  proxy  for  Senior  Warden.  No 
such  name  as  this  latter  appears  on  the  roster  of 
the  lodge.-  It  is  impression  of  those  who  were 
members  at  that  time  that  Henry  Bennett  is 
meant,  the  error  being  chargeable  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  or  the  printer  of  proceedings. 

Bro.  Enos  acted  as  secretary  of  the  convocation 
of  Past  Masters,  called  during  the  session,  at  which 
a  number  of  Masters-elect  passed  the  oriental  chair 
as  qualification  for  their  Installation.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  committee  on  Grand  Master's  Ad- 
dress, and  later  was  appointed  Grand  Marshal  by 
Grand  Master  Guilbert. 

During  this  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  the  juris- 
diction was  districted  for  purposes  of  Instruction. 
Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  was  placed  in  the  Tenth  dis- 
trict in  company  with  lodges  at  Marlon,  Mount 
Vernon,  Springvllle  and  Center  Point  (the  latter 
changed  that  year  from  Marysville,  Benton 
county).  Bro.  A.  B.  Dumont  of  Marlon  (still 
living  In  that  city) ,  was  appointed  District  Deputy 
Custodian. 

In  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Custodians  It  is 
also  stated : 


J.  L.  ENOS 
Worshipful  Master  lK63-Ui-il5-(i7;  Fast  High  Priest  of  Trowel  Chapter  N< 
Past  Senior  tirand  Warden  of  (irand  Lodt^e  of  Iowa 


,  and 
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"James  L.  Enos  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  Dr.  U. 
D.  Taylor  of  Fort  Madison,  have  been  appointed 
special  Deputy  Custodians,  with  permission  to  lec- 
ture and  teach  the  work  in  any  of  the  lodges  of  this 
jurisdiction,  which  may  invite  them  to  do  so;  pro- 
vided their  acceptance  of  such  invitation  does  not 
meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  District 
Deputy  Custodian  into  whose  jurisdiction  they 
thus  go,  nor  devolve  any  expense  upon  the  Grand 
Lodge." 

This  is  the  first  mention  of  the  woric  taken  up 
and  for  many  years  carried  on  so  successfully  by 
Bro.  Enos.  In  a  short  time  he  became  one  of  the 
best  known  of  those  who  were  working  for  rit- 
ualistic uniformity  among  the  Masonic  lodges 
of  Iowa.  With  his  acquired  skill  and  acknowl- 
edged ability  in  things  of  the  Craft,  joined  to 
general  information  this  brother  gained  high 
honor  in  Grand  Lodge,  and  his  way  was  seeming- 
ly open  to  the  crowning  distinction  of  the  frater- 
nity. Alas,  that  his  day  which  opened  brightly 
and  was  promising  at  its  meridian,  should  have 
closed  amid  dark  clouds.  He  has  passed  where 
neither  praise  nor  blame  can  reach  his  ear.  While 
we  shall  credit  his  memory  with  whatever  was 
done  for  the  advancement  of  Masonry,  over  the 
sadder  portion  of  his  Craft  career  we  would  drop 
the  silver-edged  curtain  of  charitable  silence. 

1864.  So  largely  had  the  work  of  the  lodge 
increased  by  the  time  of  making  returns  for  the 
period  ending  June  i,  1864,  that  the  big  blank 
sent  out  by  Grand  Secretary  had  to  be  pieced  out 
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to  make  room  for  the  record  and  the  membership. 
The  officers  for  the  year  closing  were  j 

James  L.  Enos,  Worshipful  Master. 
James  C.  Adams,  Senior  Warden. 
C.  P.  Gilkison,  Junior  Warden. 
George  Snyder,  Treasurer. 
B.  F.  Howland,  Secretary. 
W.  J.  Stevens,  Senior  Deacon. 
J.  H.  Atwell,  Junior  Deacon. 
G.  F.  Bennet,  Tyler. 

The  same  elective  officers  were  chosen  to  fill  the 
stations  for  the  year  1864-65. 

Four  Past  Masters  are  named  in  the  record: 
George  Greene,  S.  D.  Carpenter,  J.  H.  Camburn 
and  S.  L.  Pollock.  Of  the  latter  a  note  informs 
us  that  "he  has  demitted  and  gone  to  California," 
but  the  date  of  such  demit  is  not  given. 

The  initiates  of  the  Masonic  year,  with  the 
dates  upon  which  they  received  the  Entered  Ap- 
prentice degree,  were  as  follows:  F.  J.  Upton, 
June  8th,  1863;  W.  F.  Chapman,  July  17th, 
1863  ;  H.  B.  Stibbs,  August  3d,  1863  ;  L.  B.  Fleak, 
August  3d,  1863;  L.  Worden,  August  20th,  1863; 

C.  C.  Waggoner,  August  31st,  1863;  W.  H. 
Thompson,  October  5th,  1863;  A.  R.  West,  De- 
cember 7th,  1863;  M.  L.  Carr,  April  2d,   1864; 

D.  S.  Bowling,  April  i6th,  1864;  A.  M.  Karr, 
April  1 6th,  1864. 

The  following  were  passed  to  the  Fellowcraft 
degree  upon  the  dates  as  given:  H.  B.  Stibbs, 
September  2d,  1863;  F.  J.  Upton,  November  3d, 


History  Crescent  Lodge  139 

1863;  C.  C.  Waggoner,  December  7th,  1863;  W. 
H.  Thompson,  January  i8th,  1864;  A.  R.  West, 
January  27th,  1864;  W.  F.  Chapman,  January 
27th,  1864;  L.  B.  Fleak,  April  4th,  1864. 

The  list  of  Master  Masons  was  added  to  by  the 
raisings  of  Bros.  H.  B.  Stibbs,  September  28th, 
1863;  F.  J.  Upton,  January  25th,  1864;  C.  C. 
Waggoner,  February  22d,  1864;  A.  R.  West, 
February  22d,  1864;  W.  H.  Thompson,  March 
22d,  1864;  W.  F.  Chapman,  March  29th,  1864. 

On  May  23d,  1864,  Bros.  J.  S.  Cook,  M.  A. 
Higley  and  J.  M.  Canfield  were  affiliated,  and  on 
May  30th,  1864,  Bros.  E.  A.  Harvey  and  E.  A. 
Chase  were  also  admitted  as  members. 

A  curious  note  is  this : 

"Honorary  Member — H.  J.  Martin,  P.  M. 
(Derby  Line,  Vt.)   Marshalltown  Lodge,  Iowa." 

The  privilege  of  making  honorary  members, 
while  permissible  at  that  time,  was  rarely  exer- 
cised in  Iowa.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  some  in- 
terest and  some  curiosity  as  to  the  identity  of  this 
brother  and  also  why  he  was  thus  honored.  A 
new  investigation  has  been  set  on  foot,  all  in- 
quiries up  to  the  present  time  having  failed.  It 
is  hoped  later  in  the  volume  to  answer  these 
queries. 

In  these  returns  the  following  suspensions  are 
noted:  Bros.  R.  R.  Taylor,  E.  Suits,  John  R. 
Corporan,  John  McArthur. 

P  W.  Reeder  was  expelled,  but  was  later  re- 
instated. 
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The  lodge  had  on  June  ist,  1864,  a  total  of 
sixty-six  members,  and  paid  to  Grand  Lodge  for 
the  Masonic  year  then  ending  the  sum  of  $40.00. 

At  the  Grand  Lodge  communication  held  at 
Des  Moines  June  7th,  1864,  Bro.  Enos,  repre- 
senting Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  as  its  Master,  was 
honored  with  appointment  as  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittee on  Grand  Lodge  Library. 

At  this  session  there  was  "presented  a  petition 
from  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  No.  25,  asking  that 
the  name  of  said  lodge  be  changed  to  Crescent 
Lodge  No.  25.  Which  petition  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Lodges  U.  D." 

This  committee  reported  thereon  as   follows: 

"Your  committee  have  examined  the  applica- 
tion of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  to  have  the  name 
changed  to  Crescent,  the  number  and  location  to 
remain  as  before.  Your  committee  would  recom- 
mend that  their  request  be  granted." 

It  has  been  matter  of  considerable  curiosity 
and  some  inquiry  among  later  brethren  why  this 
change  of  lodge  name  was  requested  and  effected. 
It  had  seemed  that  this  body,  the  first  fraternal 
society  to  be  formed  in  the  city,  would  have  pre- 
ferred as  a  matter  of  pride  to  retain  name  of  Its 
home.  Yet,  however  laudable  such  a  desire 
might  have  been,  the  brethren  urging  change  had 
more  weighty  argument.  The  object  of  a  name, 
it  was  urged,  is  to  Individualize  and  make  distinct 
the  person  or  thing  named.  So  long  as  the  name 
"Cedar  Rapids"   w^as  borne  alone  by  this  lodge 
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there  was  no  chance  for  confusion  in  correspond- 
ence or  other  business.  But  when  other  societies, 
equally  proud  of  the  city,  adopted  the  same  name, 
the  old  distinctiveness  was  lost,  and  the  suggestion 
for  change  became  pertinent.  The  whole  matter 
was  thoroughly  thrashed  out  before  request  was 
made  to  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  argued,  and  with 
force,  that  being  first  to  adopt  the  name,  it  should 
be  retained  because  of  the  associations  which  had 
gathered  about  it.  It  was  held  that  any  con- 
fusion was  owing  to  the  action  of  those  who  had 
later  taken  the  name,  and  that  these  should  make 
the  change.  But  against  this  it  was  objected  that 
these  other  societies  had  a  perfect  right  to  adopt 
the  name  of  the  city  as  their  own;  that  they  were 
not  in  any  way  answerable  to  this  lodge  for  their 
action,  and  that  the  difficulty  could  not  be  avoided 
in  any  other  way  than  by  the  Masonic  body  as- 
suming a  distinctive  appellation. 

There  was  also  brought  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  appeal  in  the  case  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge 
vs.  P.  W.  Reeder.  This  brother  was  expelled 
after  trial.  The  controversy  was  over  certain 
sums  of  money  claimed  as  due  by  the  lodge  from 
Bro.  Reeder  while  acting  in  an  official  capacity. 
These  amounts  he  refused  to  pay — hence  the  ac- 
tion and  its  results.  The  Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances  reported:  "That  Bro.  P.  W.  Reed- 
er, upon  prompt  payment  of  the  amount  claimed  of 
him  by  said  lodge,  be  entitled  to  a  new  trial;  other- 
wise the  action  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge  stands  af- 
firmed by  this  Grand  Lodge."     In  this  connection 


142  History  Crescent  Lodge 

it  can  be  said  that  Bro.  Reeder  paid  over  the 
amounts  in  controversy,  was  re-tried  and  re-in- 
stated. Immediately  thereafter  he  demitted  and 
did  not  thereafter  have  connection  with  the  frater- 
nity. 

The  same  year  the  Board  of  Custodians  redis- 
tricted  the  state  for  purposes  of  Masonic  instruc- 
tion. The  Tenth  district,  with  J.  L.  Enos  as 
District  Deputy  Custodian,  comprised  the  lodges 
at  Marion,  Cedar  Rapids,  Mount  Vernon,  Ana- 
mosa,  Mechanicsville  and  Center  Point. 

The  death  of  Bro.  Ellsworth  N.  Bates  of  Cedar 
Rapids  Lodge,  is  noted  in  the  lists  of  the  departed 
for  the  year.  By  some  neglect  on  part  of  lodge 
secretary  it  is  not  noted  that  Bro.  Bates  was 
a  soldier,  and  he  is  not  given  place  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  roll  of  honor  among  the  patriotic  dead. 
Suffice  it  here  to  say  that  he  was  among  the  first  to 
answer  call  in  the  hour  of  need  and  danger,  and 
was  largely  instrumental  in  recruiting  in  Cedar 
Rapids  and  Linn  county.  Commissioned  as  cap- 
tain of  Company  A,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry 
Volunteers,  August  25th,  1862,  he  served  with  his 
regiment  for  nearly  a  year.  Forced  by  sickness 
to  resign  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
where  he  died  in  August,  1863. 

1865.  With  close  of  the  war-time  period  Cres- 
cent Lodge,  in  common  with  all  its  sister  bodies 
of  the  grand  jurisdiction,  entered  upon  a  time  of 
prosperity  and  activity.  In  the  years  which  have 
since  passed  there  has  been  continuous  growth. 
True,   there  have   been   short  intervals  of  check 
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from  various  causes.  Some  cloudy  weather  has, 
of  course,  been  experienced.  Troubles  have  tested 
the  wisdom  of  our  brethren.  Yet  from  the  time 
now  reached  in  this  review  until  the  present  we 
can  follow  along  a  fairly  even  course,  and  chron- 
icle throughout  a  growth  in  membership  and  in- 
fluence. Better  still,  it  will  be  found,  in  these  sub- 
sequent years,  that  nothing  has  lowered  the  high 
Masonic  standard  set  up  by  the  fathers  in  the 
day  of  small  things. 

The  officers-elect  of  the  lodge,  chosen  just  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  in  1865,  were: 

James  C.  Adams,  Worshipful  Master. 

C.  P.  Gilkison,  Senior  Warden. 

Andrew  R.  West,  Junior  Warden. 

Henry  B.  Stibbs,  Treasurer. 

B.  F.  Howland,  Secretary. 
G.  F.  Bennet,  Senior  Deacon. 

C.  D.  Pettibone,  Junior  Deacon. 
A.  M.  Karr,  Senior  Steward. 

W.  H.  Thompson,  Junior  Steward. 
Lot  Teats,  Tyler. 

In  the  report  made  to  the  Grand  Master,  Bro. 
J.  L.  Enos,  in  his  capacity  as  District  Deputy 
Custodian,  dated  May  i,  1865,  has  this  to  say  of 
the  lodge  over  which  he  was  then  presiding: 

"Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  Cedar  Rapids.  There 
are  few,  if  any,  better  working  lodges  in  Iowa 
than  this.  I  think  the  best  work  I  ever  saw  was 
done  in  this  lodge.  No  regular  and  continued 
school  of  instruction  has  been  held  during  the  past 
year,  though  lodges  of  instruction  have  been  held 


144  History  Crescent  Lodge 

each  Monday  night,  when  we  had  no  work,  and 
excepting  also  the  first  Monday  after  each  full 
moon.  A  number  of  the  brethren  have  been  reg- 
ular in  their  attendance  on  these  meetings  for  in- 
struction, and  their  ability  to  take  any  position  for 
work  demonstrates  how  well  they  have  improved 
these  meetings.  The  lodge  room  is  neatly  fur- 
nished and  the  position  very  secure,  while  the  ut- 
most harmony  prevails  among  the  members.  I 
think  Crescent  Lodge  has  the  greatest  number  of 
well-posted  Masons  of  any  lodge  within  my  knowl- 
edge." 

It  would  certainly  be  difficult  in  the  same  num- 
ber of  words  to  say  more  in  way  of  praise  than  is 
contained  in  the  foregoing  paragraph.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  then,  as  now,  the  lodge  had  pride  in  its 
work.  It  is  matter  of  pride,  too,  that  ever  since 
that  time  the  lodge  has  been  distinguished  among 
others  for  having  always  in  reserve  a  number  of 
brothers  who  have  proven  "their  ability  to  take 
any  position  for  work."  Surely  these  things  in 
the  record  are  matters  of  which  to  be  proud. 

The  esteem  in  which  Bro.  Enos  was  held  by  his 
brethren  of  Iowa  as  a  Masonic  worker  and  au- 
thority is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was  elected 
at  this  session  of  1865  to  the  office  of  Senior  Grand 
Warden. 

During  the  year  just  then  past  Crescent  Lodge 
assumed  jurisdiction  over  Bro.  Peter  Lusk,  a  non- 
affiliate  Mason,  and  brought  him  to  trial  for  un- 
masonic  conduct.  This  resulted  in  sentence  of 
expulsion.     Appeal  was  taken  to  Grand  Lodge. 


JAMES  C.  ADAMS 
Worshipful  Master  in  1866 
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In  reviewing  the  case  the  Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances  reported: 

"In  the  case  of  Peter  Lusk  against  the  sentence 
of  suspension  rendered  against  him  by  Crescent 
Lodge  No.  25,  for  un-masonic  conduct,  your 
committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  said  sen- 
tence ought  not  to  have  been  rendered,  for  the 
reason  that  the  weight  of  testimony  is  clearly  in 
favor  of  the  appellant,  and  refutes  the  testimony 
adduced  by  the  accuser.  We  therefore  recom- 
mend that  said  judgment  of  Crescent  Lodge  be 
set  aside,  and  the  said  Bro.  Lusk  be  restored  to 
general  good  standing  in  the   fraternity." 

A  recapitulation  of  work  done  by  Crescent 
Lodge  during  this  Masonic  year  1864-65  shows 
five  candidates  initiated,  four  passed  and  six 
raised.  Three  were  admitted  by  affiliation,  six 
were  demitted  and  one  had  died.  The  total  mem- 
bership was  sixty-six.  The  dues  of  four  were  re- 
mitted— one  because  of  services  as  Tyler,  one  as 
honorary  member,  one  because  whereabouts  was 
unknown,  and  the  fourth  because  of  old  age  and 
poverty.  The  total  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  (per 
capita  and  percentage  on  fees)  was  $38.50. 

The  initiates  (Entered  Apprentices  of  the  year) 
were:  M.  L.  Chase,  June  24th,  1864;  C.  D. 
Pettibone,  January  23,  1865;  J.  W.  Ormiston, 
January  23,  1865;  E.  S.  Bergen,  March  23,  1865; 
George  H.  Gammon,  May  22,  1865. 

Those  who  received  the  Fellowcraft  degree  dur- 
ing the  same  period  were  as  follows :     C.  D.  Pet- 
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tibone,  February  20,  1865;  J.  W-  Ormlston,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1865;  M.  L.  Chase,  March  16,   1865; 

E.  S.  Bergen,  April  18,  1865. 

Those  raised  as  Master  Masons  are  as  named: 
A.  M.  Karr,  June  16,  1864;  L.  B.  Fleak,  July  25, 
1864;  C.  D.  Pettibone,  March  13,  1865;  J.  W. 
Ormiston,  March  20,  1865;  M.  L.  Chase,  April 
24,  1865;  E.  S.  Bergen,  April  27,  1865. 

Bros.  M.  C.  Boughton,  AV.  C.  Osman  and  Lot 
Teats  were  admitted  as  affiihates,  the  dates  of  ad- 
mission in  the  order  given  being  July  25,  1864; 
September  19,  1864  and  April  17,  1865. 

Bro.  R.  R.  Taylor  demitted  from  the  lodge 
November  i-;.,  1864;  Bro.  William  Ryan  on  Janu- 
ary 16,  1865  ;  J.  A.  Kelsey  on  February  13,  1865; 
Thomas  Stanley  on  March   13,   1865;  and  Bros. 

F.  W-.  Vinson  and  S.  D.  McCauley  on  Api-il  15, 
1865. 

Bro.  John  A.  Gunn  is  marked  on  returns  as 
"dead,  but  date  of  death  not  known."  Elsewhere 
it  is  learned  that  Bro.  Gunn  died  in  the  army 
March  7,  1863. 

Closing  this  chapter  of  an  Interesting  and  im- 
portant period  it  will  be  well  to  insert  the  roster 
of  the  lodge  as  given  in  these  returns  for  1865, 
that  so  there  may  be  comparison  made  of  growth 
and  personnel  of  the  membership : 

James  L.  Enos,  Worshipful  Master. 

James  C.  Adams,  Senior  Warden. 

C.  P    Gilkison,  Junior  Warden. 

George  Snyder,  Treasurer. 

B.  F.  Rowland,  Secretary. 
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J.  M.  Canfield,  Senioi"  Deacon. 

C.  C.  Waggoner,  Junior  Deacon. 

Lot  Teats,  Tyler. 

Past  Masters — J.  H.  Camburn,  S.  D.  Car- 
penter, George  Greene. 

Master  Masons — H.  G.  Angle,  J.  H.  Atwell, 
N.  B.  Brown,  Henry  Bennett,  E.  S.  Bergen,  M.  C. 
Boughton,  A.  S.  Belt,  G.  F.  Bennet,  S.  Brobst, 
T.  Z.  Cook,  John  N.  Coldren,  Edward  Coulter, 
J.  S.  Cook,  W.  F.  Chapman,  Gabriel  Carpenter, 
E.  M.  Crandall,  M.  L.  Chase,  C.  G.  Darr,  L.  B. 
Fleak,  J.  V.  Hollebaugh,  William  Harper,  S.  F. 
Harvey,  John  Harris,  M.  A.  HIgley,  A.  M.  Karr, 
L.  H.  Keyes,  J.  A.  Kelsey\  Daniel  Lothian,  W. 

B.  Mack,  S.  D.  McCauleyi,  H.  J.  Martin^  W. 

C.  Osman,  J.  W.  Orrniston,   Morgan  Parks,   C. 

D.  Pettibone,  M.  Rentfle,  P.  W.  Reeder,  William 
Ryan\  H.  B.  Stibbs,  E.  H.  Steadman,  Thomas 
Stanley^  Wesley  J.  Stevens,  E.  Suits,  R.  R.  Tay- 
lor\  William  Thorn,  William  Thompson,  F.  J. 
Upton,  Dyer  Usher,  F.  W.  Vinson\  I.  N.  Whlt- 
tam,  G.  W.  Westlake,  A.  Whitenack,  J.  S.  Wolf, 
A.  R.  West,  P.  W.  Zeigler. 

But  very  few  of  the  names  given  are  now 
those  of  living  men.  The  years  have  substituted 
others  in  the  places  of  these  brethren.  The  or- 
ganization they  supported  through  these  times  of 
storm  and  stress  has  grown  beyond  anything  they 
may  have  imagined  as  possible.  To  them  be 
the  honor,  and  to  their  memories,  for  the  harvest 
we  gather  so  plentifully. 

'  Demitted  during  year. 
^  Honorary  member. 


CHAPTER  X. 

1865-1870. 

HA.  GERHART  is  named  in  proceedings  of 
.  Grand  Lodge  as  representing  Crescent 
Lodge  in  the  session  held  at  Davenport  in  1866, 
holding  proxy  from  the  Worshipful  Master.  No 
such  name  appears  upon  the  roster,  nor  even  a 
brother  with  such  initials. 

The  lodge  was  during  the  year  honored  by  visit 
from  Grand  Master  Guilbert.  He  mentions  the 
few  bodies  he  had  been  privileged  to  attend,  re- 
ceiving "those  fraternal  courtesies  which  so  beau- 
tify the  intercourse  of  Mason  with  Masons.  Re- 
freshment episodes  have  been  the  rule  at  such 
times,  and  particularly  in  Cedar  Rapids,  where  is 
located  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  whose  f raters 
are  unexcelled  in  their  devotion  to  this  feature  of 
Masonry." 

Here  is  tribute  paid  to  the  hospitality  of  Cedar 
Rapids  Masons,  which  has  ever  been  one  of  their 
distinguishing  characteristics. 

A  new  form  of  returns  was  adopted  that  year, 
which  was  substantially  the  same  as  those  now 
sent  out  to  the  lodges.  Notwithstanding  the 
clearness  of  instructions  and  simplicity  of  arrange- 
ments the  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  has 
this  to   say:     "We  are  greatly  surprised  at  the 
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skill  and  Industry  displayed  by  those  who  filled  the 
blanks,  in  their  efforts  to  go  contrary  to  the  plain- 
est headings  and  instructions."  It  is  therefore  to 
the  credit  of  the  officers  of  Crescent  Lodge,  and 
especially  to  that  of  Bro.  B.  F.  Rowland,  the  sec- 
retary, that  their  returns  were  passed  upon  as  cor- 
rect. 

The  work  done  for  the  Masonic  year  1865- 
1866  is  thus  summarized:  Number  initiated, 
eight;  passed,  five;  raised,  five;  admitted,  eleven; 
demitted,  seven;  died,  one.  The  total  member- 
ship had  increased  to  seventy-nine.  The  Grand 
Lodge  dues  for  the  year,  $45.50,  are  thuS  recapitu- 
lated: On  seventy-five  members  (dues  of  four  re- 
mitted), at  50  cents  each,  $37.50;  eight  initiated, 
5  per  cent  of  lodge  fees  ($10),  $4.00;  five  passed, 
5  per  cent  ($5  fee  for  degree),  $1.25;  five  raised, 
5  per  cent  ($5  fee  for  degree),  $1.25;  arrears  for 

1865,  $1.50. 

Names  of  initiates  and  dates  of  receiving  de- 
grees were:  Robert  Pierce,  June  19,  1865;  T.  D. 
M.  Harvey,  December  12,  1865;  Collins  Murray, 
January  8,  1866;  W.  C.  McCannon,  January  i, 
1866;  R.  L  Jackson,  March  6,  1866;  G.  M.  How- 
lett,   March   27,    1866;  J.   S.   McClure,   May  7, 

1866.  The  name  of  F.  F.  Dana  also  appears  in 
the  hst,  with  March  12,  1866,  as  date  of  initiation. 
This  is  erased,  yet  the  brother  took  the  remaining 
degrees  during  the  year.  For  what  reason  the 
erasure  was  made,  while  report  shows  eight  initia- 
tions, is  unknown. 

The  five  brothers  receiving  Fellowcraft  degree 
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were:  George  H.  Gammon,  August  21,  1865; 
Collins  Murray,  February  19,  1866;  W.  C.  Mc- 
Cannon,  February  19,  1866;  T.  D.  M.  Harvey, 
March  12,  1866;  F.  F.  Dana,  March  28,  1866. 
The  rule  was  then  that  one  lunar  month  should 
elapse  between  conferring  of  degrees  upon  a 
brother,  unless  the  time  should  be  shortened  by 
dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master.  Note  is 
made  that  such  dispensation  was  asked  and  granted 
in  the  case  of  Bro.  Dana,  only  two  weeks  elapsing 
between  the  degrees. 

Under  the  heading  of  "Names  and  Dates  of 
Raisings"  we  find  the  following:  George  H. 
Gammon,  October  12,  1865;  W.  C.  McCannon, 
March  7,  1866;  Collins  Murray,  March  29, 
1866;  T.  D.  M.  Harvey,  May  i,  1866;  F.  F. 
Dana,  May  13,  1866. 

The  membership  of  the  lodge  was  materially  in- 
creased by  those  affiliating  during  the  year.  The 
list  shows:  J.  P.  Coulter,  admitted  June  12, 
1865;  J.  S.  Brubaker,  July  10,  1865;  L.  Abell, 
October  9,  1865;  A.  M.  Early,  December  4, 
1865;  J.  W.  Henderson,  February  3,  1866;  J. 
Van  Curin,  February  3,  1866;  S.  H.  Henderson, 
March  5,  1866;  A.  V.  Eastman,  April  2,  1866; 
A.  A.  Minear,  April  2,  1866;  J.  H.  Marshall, 
April  2,  1866;  Joseph  Calder,  April  2,   1866. 

We  can  not  refrain  from  in  this  place  calling 
attention  to  the  entrance  of  Bro.  John  W.  Hen- 
derson as  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge.  At  this 
writing  he  is  the  oldest  Mason  retaining  member- 
ship in  Crescent  Lodge.     A  few  others  there  are 
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still  living  who  joined  or  were  made  Masons  in 
the  lodge  at  dates  antecedent  to  his  affiliation,  but 
these  are  no  longer  on  our  membership  list.  Bro. 
Henderson  became  treasurer  of  the  lodge  in  1869, 
and  has  ever  since  held  that  office — a  record  of 
thirty-five  years'  faithful  service  in  which  both 
himself  and  his  brethren  may  take  just  pride.  In 
its  proper  place  a  more  adequate  biographical 
sketch  of  Bro.  Henderson  as  a  man  and  a  Mason, 
is  given. 

Those  who  demitted  from  the  lodge  during  the 
year  under  review  were :  J.  V.  Hollebaugh,  No- 
vember 6,  1865;  John  R.  Corporan,  January  i, 
1866;  P.  W.  Zeigler,  March  5,  1866;  E.  S.  Ber- 
gen, March  5,  1866;  A.  M.  Early,  April  2,  1866; 
S.  F.  Harvey,  April  30,  1866;  John  N.  Coldren, 
April  30,  1866. 

L.  M.  Carr,  an  Entered  Apprentice,  was  ex- 
pelled February  28,  1866.  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, on  rather  shadowy  evidence,  it  is  true,  that 
this  was  a  case  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Grand  Master  for  consideration.  The  require- 
ment of  separate  ballot  for  each  degree  had  oper- 
ated to  the  stoppage  of  an  Entered  Apprentice. 
Change  of  the  law  to  one  ballot  forced  the  object- 
or or  objectors  into  the  open.  The  Grand  Master 
sustained  ruling  of  the  Master  that  unless  charges 
were  preferred,  advancement  of  the  brother  could 
not  be  stopped.  Consequently  formal  charges 
were  preferred,  and  expulsion  followed. 

Dues  were  remitted  to  Bros.  M.  C.  Boughton 
and  Joseph  Calder,  "very  aged  brothers;"  to  Bro. 
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J.  H.  Atwell,  because  of  protracted  sickness,  and 
to  Bro.  H.  J.  Martin,  an  honorary  member.  On 
May  24th,  1S66 — just  before  the  close  of  Ma- 
sonic venr,  Bro.  M.  C.  Boughton  laid  down  the 
hea'iT  burden  ot  his  age,  and  obeyed  the  call  which 
comes  sooner  or  later  to  all  Craftsmen. 

The  officers-elect  for  tlie  year  1866-67  are  thus 
given: 

James  L.  Enos,  Worshipful  Master. 
Andrew  R.  West,  Senior  ^^'arden. 
George  Snyder,  Junior  ^^'arden. 
Henry  B.  Stibbs,  Treasurer. 
George  F.  Bennet,  Secretary. 
C.  D.  Pettibone,  Senior  Deacon. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Junior  Deacon. 

E.  H.  Steadman,  Senior  Steward. 

F.  J.  Upton,  Junior  Steward. 
J.  S.   Morehead,  Tyler. 

1867.  Again  at  the  1867  session  of  Grand 
Lodge,  held  at  Davenport  June  7,  Crescent  Lodge 
was  represented  b}-  Bro.  James  L.  Enos,  Worship- 
ful Master  and  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden.  He 
M-as  given  place  on  the  Committee  on  Appeals  and 
Grievances. 

Two  appeals  from  sentences  of  expulsion  Im- 
posed by  Crescent  Lodge  were  presented  to  this 
last-named  committee.  In  that  of  Crescent  Lodge 
vs.  Lindley  Abel,  there  was  affirmation  without 
comment.  The  other  appeal,  that  of  E.  S.  Wil- 
son, is  thus  disposed  of: 

"The  transcript  does  not  show  that  the  accused 
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Liidire  of  Iowa;  Past  High  Priest  Trowel  Chapter  No.  49 
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had  notice  of  the  trial,  nor  that  it  could  not  be 
given  in  consequence  of  his  residence  being  un- 
known. It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the 
sentence  of  expulsion  be  set  aside  for  informahty 
in  the  proceedings,  and  the  case  remanded  to  the 
lodge  for  new  trial.  The  record  states  that  the 
accused  was  a  member  of  St.  Albans  Lodge, 
Massachusetts,  and  that  jurisdiction  of  the  case 
was  taken  with  the  consent  of  his  lodge.  The 
committee  advise  the  incorporating  of  such  con- 
sent in  the  proceedings,  which  has  not  been  done 
in  this  instance." 

No  further  record  of  the  case  appears,  either 
in  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  or  the  returns  of 
Crescent  Lodge.  Whether  the  home  lodge  of 
the  brother  re-assumed  jurisdiction  or  whether 
new  trial  was  held  or  allowed  to  go  by  de- 
fault is  now  beyond  investigation,  the  memories 
of  those  who  were  members  at  that  time  proving 
defective  on  the  point. 

Following  our  plan  of  recapitulating  lodge 
work  of  the  years,  as  shown  in  the  returns,  there 
is  found:  Number  initiated,  five;  passed,  four; 
raised,  three;  admitted,  twelve;  demitted,  six; 
died,  three;  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
six;  expelled,  one;  reinstated,  one.  The  total 
membership  numbers  eighty-five.  The  dues  of  two 
were  remitted.  The  total  of  Grand  Lodge  dues 
was  $49.00. 

Those  initiated  were:  H.  C.  Morehead, 
August  6,  1866;  J.  H.  Stibbs,  August  7,  1866; 
J.  H.  Conley,  August  7,   1866;  G.  M.  Olmsted, 
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December  31,    1866;  J.   S.   Calder,   January  28, 
1867. 

Fellowcraft  degree  was  conferred  as  follows: 
G.  M.  Howlett,  June  11,  1866;  H.  C.  Morehead, 
September  25,  1866;  J.  H.  Stibbs,  February  4, 
1867;  G.  M.  Olmsted,  February  4,  1867. 

These  were  raised  as  Master  Masons:  G.  M. 
Howlett,  August  8,  1866;  H.  C.  Morehead,  De- 
cember 4,  1866;  J.  H.  Stibbs,  March  28,  1867. 

The  following  brothers  were  admitted  by  af- 
filiation: W.  B.  Leach,  June  4,  1866;  G.  A. 
Jones,  July  30.  1866;  B.  F.  Boughton,  July  30, 
1866;  C.  W.  Burton,  September  24,  1866;  A.  M. 
Mekeel,  October  29,  1866;  J.  Boyce,  November 
26,  1866;  L.  B.  Gere,  November  26,  1866;  J. 
5.  Morehead,  December  24,  1866;  A.  G.  Plumb, 
Februan,-  18,  1867;  N.  Kramer,  Februan'  24, 
1867:  C.  H.  Spencer,  February  24,  1867;  N.  T. 
Mairs.  March  25,  1867. 

Six  severed  their  connections  with  Crescent 
Lodge  by  demissions,  as  follows:  L.  H.  Keys, 
March  25,  1867;  Daniel  Lothian,  July  2,  1866; 
M.  Remfeldt,  August  27,  1866;  J.  H.  Cambum, 
December  24.  1866;  E.  H.  Steadman,  Sptember 
24,  1866,  and  J.  W.  Ormiston,  February  18,  1867. 

The  demission  of  Daniel  Lothian  removed  an- 
other of  those  who  had  been  active  Masons 
since  the  early  years  of  the  lodge.  He  was  elected 
to  membership  September  19,  1853,  ^"d  wherever 
there  is  opportunity  for  us  through  the  intervening 
time  to  note  attendance  we  find  Bro.  Lothian  reg- 
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ular  in  his  place,  and  at  all  times  willing  to  take 
up  any  part  of  the  work  assigned.  This  brother 
was  for  many  years  prominent  in  affairs  of  Linn 
county,  serving  as  County  Judge  and  as  such  pass- 
ing on  questions  of  first  importance  to  the  people. 

•A  comparison  of  the  roster  for  this  year  1867 
reveals  that  but  one  name  remained  thereon  of 
those  who  had  petitioned  for  dispensation  in  1850 
— that  of  Bro.  and  Past  Master  George  Greene. 
The  others  had  either  removed  from  the  city  or 
had  gained  entrance,  after  labor,  into  the  Grand 
Lodge  above.  The  second  Master  of  the  lodge, 
Bro.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  though  not  one  of  the  orig- 
inal petitioners,  yet  the  earliest  initiate,  was  also 
upon  the  roster.  It  is  in  vain  ^\t  look  for 
other  names  with  which  we  had  grown  familiar 
in  searching  out  the  history  of  the  earliest  years. 

The  demission  of  Bro.  J.  H.  Cambum  also 
took  from  the  roll  the  name  of  one  who  had  been 
unusually  active  and  honored.  In  days  when  Ma- 
sons as  a  rule  were  poorly  informed  in  things  of 
the  Craft,  Bro.  Cambum  was  distinguished  for  the 
breadth  of  his  knowledge  and  for  clearness  of  ex- 
pression. It  is  to  the  few  men  such  as  this,  of  an- 
other generation,  that  Masonry  in  Cedar  Rapids 
owes  that  tradition  of  conservatism  and  careful  in- 
vestigation which  has  in  times  of  crisis  prevented 
much  annoyance  and  even  probable  disaster. 

On  June  18,  1866,  Bros.  John  Harris,  Morgan 
Parks  and  P.  W  Reeder.  and  on  May  13,  1867, 
Bros.  W.   F.  Chapman,   M.   S.   Chase  and  S.  J. 
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Davenport  were  suspended    for    non-payment    of 
dues. 

Lindley  Abell  was  expelled  after  due  trial 
February  5,  1867,  and  this  sentence  was,  as  we 
have  seen,  affirmed  by  Grand  Lodge  upon  appeal. 

P.  W.  Reeder  was  re-instated  May  13,  1867, 
and  finally  demitted  from  the  lodge  on  the  17th  of 
January  succeeding. 

On  account  of  poverty  the  dues  of  Bro.  J.  H. 
Atwell  and  C.  G.  Darr  were  remitted. 

Both  these  brothers  passed  from  earth  during 
the  year — Bro.  Atwell  on  September  30,  1866, 
and  Bro.  Darr  on  May  18,  1867.  There  Is  also 
recorded  the  death,  October  5,  1866,  of  Bro.  A. 
Whitenack,  another  of  the  old  members. 

The  names  of  officers-elect  for  the  Masonic 
year  1 868-1 869,  appended  to  these  returns,  are  as 
follows : 

Andrew  R.  West,  Worshipful  Master. 
George  F.  Bennet,  Senior  Warden. 
B.  F.  Howland,  Junior  Warden. 
H.  B.  Stibbs,  Treasurer. 
G.  M.  Hewlett,  Secretary. 
W.  B.  Leach,  Senior  Deacon. 
B.  F.  Boughton,  Junior  Deacon. 
E.  S.  Hill,  Senior  Steward. 
A.  A.  Minear,  Junior  Steward. 
J.  S.  Morehead,  Tyler. 

1868.  The  Mastership  of  Bro.  A.  R.  West 
brings  to  consideration  another  man  of  strong 
character  who  had  large  influence  on  Masonic  af- 
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fairs  In  Cedar  Rapids.  For  many  years,  and  into 
the  times  of  some  of  us  who  are  comparatively 
young  Masons,  this  stalwart  brother  was  of  weight 
in  the  councils  of  the  Craft.  His  study  of  Masonic 
law  and  procedure  gave  his  pronouncements  au- 
thority in  minds  of  the  brethren.  Whatever  his 
faults  they  were  those  of  a  forceful  yet  conscien- 
tious character.  Here,  again,  was  one  to  whom 
we  owe  much  when  apportioning  praise  for  present 
high  standards.  Reference  is  invited  elsewhere  in 
this  volume  to  sketch  giving  biographical  facts 
of  this  brother. 

There  is.  even  yet  cause  for  pride  in  the  reiter- 
ated statements  of  Grand  officers  and  custodians  as 
to  the  good  quality  of  Masonic  work  in  Crescent 
Lodge.  This  is  made  even  more  conspifcuous  by 
contrast.  Of  many  of  the  lodges  visited  during 
the  year  we  have  reached.  Grand  Master  Mickel 
said  they  "were  to  all  appearances  destitute  of 
either  the  Book  of  Constitutions,  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Lodge  by-laws  or  even 
printed  by-laws  of  their  own.  The  only  article 
in  the  book  line  being  some  old  copy  of  a  monitor 
from  which  the  Worshipful  Master  was  ac- 
customed to  read  the  monitorial  passages  while 
initiating  a  candidate  or  conferring  a  degree." 

Bro.  West  received  compliment  upon  this,  his 
first  entrance  into  Grand  Lodge,  by  appointment 
on  Committee  on  Grand  blaster's  Address.  Bro. 
J.  L.  Enos  was  again  made  member  of  the  Appeals 
and  Grievances  Committee. 

At  this  session  of  Grand  Lodge,  as  reported  in 


158  History  Crescent  Lodge 

the  proceedings,  appears  mention  of  a  matter 
which  had  very  important  and  far-reaching  re- 
sults. Quotation  is  made  from  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances: 

"Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  vs.  G.  W.  Westlake. 
In  this  case  the  accused  was  found  guilty,  but  the 
lodge  by  its  vote  refused  to  inflict  any  penalty,  and 
from  this  refusal  Bro.  A.  V.  Eastman,  a  member 
of  the  lodge,  appeals.  That  the  lodge  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  making  its  record  consistent,  the 
committee  recommend  that  the  cause  be  re- 
manded to  the  lodge  with  a  direction  to  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  to  convoke  the  lodge  in  special 
communication  and  cause  a  ballot  to  be  taken  upon 
the  degree  of  punishment  to  be  inflicted;  and  that 
previous  to  taking  such  ballot  to  cause  the  testi- 
mony heretofore  taken  to  be  read  to  the  lodge, 
and  that  no  other  be  received,  and  that  the  action 
of  the  lodge  be  communicated  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  its  next  annual  communication.  The  original 
papers  ha^e  been  filed  with  the  Grand  Secretary. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  Worshipful  Master  of 
the  lodge  be  permitted  to  withdraw  the  same." 

It  is  generally  possible  after  the  lapse  of  years 
to  judge  matters  of  controversy  more  dispassion- 
ately than  can  be  done  at  the  time.  It  is  well  un- 
derstood that  men  can  not  impartially  write  the 
history  of  their  own  generation.  We  are  debarred 
for  several  reasons,  from  entering  into  the  details 
of  this  case,  and  of  the  results  which  depended 
thereupon  for  their  development.  Yet  it  may  be 
said  by  one  who  has  endeavored  to  study  the  mat- 
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ter  in  all  its  bearings  without  prejudice  or  prejudg- 
ment, that  the  whole  affair  should  never  have  been 
brought  into  the  lodge  to  disturb  harmony  among 
brethren.  The  charges  in  this  case  were  of  a  per- 
sonal nature,  and  were  pressed  from  personal 
motives.  As  is  usually  the  result,  antagonism  was 
aroused  and  sides  taken.  The  prosecution  and 
defense  in  the  case  was  insisted  upon,  not  altogeth- 
er to  sift  out  facts  and  ascertain  right  methods  of 
procedure,  but  because  they  afforded  convenient 
rallying  points  for  those  this  or  that  way  inclined. 

Between  these  two  extreme  parties  the  body  of 
the  lodge  halted  bewildered.  Upon  technicality 
these  brethren  pronounced  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Not 
then  realizing  that  by  so  doing  they  had  perforce 
committed  themselves  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
nouncing sentence  they  refused  to  fix  upon  either 
of  the  three  penalties  provided  by  Masonic  law. 
This  was  unsatisfactory  to  both  parties,  and  it  was 
from  this  action  that  one  of  the  friends  of  accused 
appealed.  Remanded  back  by  authority  of  Grand 
Lodge  action  was  taken  as  specified  above.  This 
resulted  in  fixing  the  lowest  possible  penalt)- — rep- 
rimand. But  by  this  time  the  obstinacy  and  ill- 
nature  engendered  refused  to  be  satisfied  even  with 
this  outcome.  At  the  succeeding  session  of  Grand 
Lodge  the  Grand  Master  reported  as  among  his 
decisions  the  following  question  and  answer,  which 
have  reference  to  the  case  under  review : 

"A  member  of  our  lodge  has  been  legally  tried 
and  found  guilty  of  gross  un-masonic  conduct;  the 
lodge  in  its  mercy  has  sentenced  him  to  be  repri- 
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manded.  The  brother  had  been  personally  served 
with  a  summons  to  appear  on  a  certain  day  to  re- 
ceive said  reprimand.  We  have  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  he  will  refuse  to  obey  the  summons. 
Query — Should  he  fail  to  appear  on  the  evening 
appointed  for  the  infliction  of  the  penalty,  can  we 
then  again  spread  the  ballot,  and  proceed,  ex  parte, 
to  inflict  a  higher  penalty,  should  the  lodge  so  de- 
termine ? 

"Answer — I  think  not.  If  he  refuses  to  obey 
your  summons  I  think  your  remedy  will  be  to  pre- 
fer charges  against  him  on  that  ground,  and  if 
found  guilty  of  willfully  refusing  to  obey  a  lawful 
summons,  you  can  then  inflict  such  punishment  as 
his  case  merits." 

With  all  deference  to  the  Masonic  wisdom  of 
Grand  Master  Mickel  we  opine  that  in  making 
this  answer  he  had  allowed  himself  to  be  led  be- 
yond the  line  of  duty.  He  should  not  have  given 
attentionto  a  supposititious  case.  The  brother  had 
not  refused  to  appear,  but  it  was  supposed  he 
would  so  refuse.  This  was  sharp  practice  on  the 
part  of  those  making  the  query,  and  should  have 
been  sent  back  with  a  reprimand.  An  analysis  of 
the  motive  of  inquiry  is  easy.  The  case  had  been 
remanded  back  for  fixing  of  penalty.  This  had 
been  placed  at  the  lowest  possible  under  the  law. 
If  therefore  for  any  reason  the  accused  had  failed 
to  appear,  the  prosecution,  backed  by  the  hoped-for 
opinion  of  Grand  Master,  would  have  at  once 
forced  the  issue  again  on  matter  of  penalty.  The 
lodge  could  not  again  have  refused  to  sentence, 
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contempt  would  have  been  urged  as  against  the 
reprimand,  and  of  necessity  suspension  or  expulsion 
must  have  followed.  This  is  without  doubt  what 
was  intended,  and  the  attempted  sharp  practice 
only  served  to  embitter  the  quarrel. 

As  a  further  result  charges  were  preferred 
against  the  Worshipful  Master.  Fortunately  the 
Grand  Master  was  in  no  wise  personally  interested 
in  the  controversy  and  had  only  in  view  the  promo- 
tion of  harmony  among  Masons.  To  the  end 
that  the  whole  matter  might  be  properly  investi- 
gated it  was  referred  to  R.  W.  Bro  W.  P.  Allen, 
Senior  Grand  Warden,  as  special  deputy.  By 
the  tact  and  skill  of  this  brother  peace  was  restored 
to  a  lodge  that  was  in  danger  of  being  brought  Into 
unprofitable  dissension. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  In  just  such  matters  as 
this  we  are  unable  to  refer  to  the  records  of  the 
lodge.  These  would  have  shed  light  upon  many 
points  which  we  are  now  unable  to  investigate.  We 
can  only  trust  to  the  meager  mentions  made  In 
Grand  Lodge  reports  and  to  the  memories  of  the 
few  still  alive  who  were  members  of  the  lodge  at 
that  time.  All  statements  made  have  been  sub- 
jected to  the  best  judgment  of  which  this  historian 
is  capable.  In  bringing  the  matter  up  thus  far,  for 
purposes  of  clear  understanding,  we  have  gone 
somewhat  ahead  of  affairs  In  the  year  under  re- 
view. It  will  In  its  proper  place  be  taken  up  again, 
that  the  further  consequences  may  be  noted.  Were 
It  not  for  the  reserve  necessary  in  a  volume  which 
will  be  open  to  any  reader,  this  affair  might  be 
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made  of  still  greater  interest  to  Masons,  and  espe- 
cially to  members  of  both  lodges  in  Cedar  Rapids. 

At  the  election  of  Grand  Lodge  officers,  Bro. 
A.  R.  West  was  honored  with  position  as  Junior 
Grand  Warden.  This  distinction  was  the  more 
unusual  as  it  was  bestowed  upon  the  brother 
at  the  first  session  he  had  attended.  Two  causes 
may  be  assigned.  Crescent  was  among  the  largest 
and  most  influential  of  Masonic  bodies  in  the  juris- 
diction, and  was  therefore  deemed  worthy  of  recog- 
nition. Again,  the  brother  had  shown  his  quali- 
ties as  fitting  him  for  any  position.  He  had,  too, 
been  placed  in  a  difficult  situation  through  affairs 
in  his  home  lodge  and  had  been  bitterly  assailed  by 
a  few  opposed  to  his  course.  This  election  was 
therefore  in  the  nature  of  a  vindication  of  his 
action. 

When  Grand  Lodge  called  for  places  desiring 
to  entertain  and  accommodate  the  session  of  1869 
Cedar  Rapids  was  named  by  Bros.  Enos  and 
West.  Both  these  brethren  spoke  strongly  in 
favor  of  their  home  city.  It  had  just  been  re- 
quired by  general  regulation  that  these  facts  should 
be  satisfactorily  established:  That  the  place 
should  be  readily  accessible  by  railroad;  that  there 
should  be  a  good,  convenient  and  accessible  hall, 
and  that  there  should  be  ample  hotel  accommoda- 
tions. This  latter  point  was  alone  in  doubt.  But 
a  new  and  large  hotel  was  to  be  built,  and  in  ample 
time  to  provide  suitable  accornm.odatlon  for  Grand 
Lodge  meeting.  The  Cedar  Rapids  representa- 
tives had  received   this   assurance   before   leaving 
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home,  and  repeated  the  same  positively  when  the 
city  was  put  in  nomination.  In  consequence  of 
these  representations  Cedar  Rapids  was  chosen  as 
the  place  of  meeting  for  June,  1869. 

But  the  promises  made  for  new  and  adequate 
hotel  accommodations  did  not  materialize.  The 
hotel  enterprise  failed  for  the  time  being,  and 
therefore  the  city  could  not  measure  up  to  require- 
ments. This  was  a  sad  disappointment  to  the 
local  brethren,  who  had  looked  forward  to  the 
pleasure  of  entertaining  the  Masons  of  Iowa  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  the  institution.  The  facts  were 
Immediately  communicated  to  the  Grand  Master, 
who  on  the  first  of  January,  1869,  Issued  the  fol- 
lowing circular: 

"Whereas,  Cedar  Rapids  was  chosen  by  the 
lodges  at  the  last  session  for  the  place  of  meeting 
In  1869,  upon  the  voucher  of  Bros.  Enos  and 
West,  that  it  possessed  all  the  requirements  de- 
manded by  the  law;  and  whereas,  the  third  law 
requires  that  the  place  of  meeting  shall  possess 
ample  hotel  accommodations  for  all  the  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  whereas,  It  has  been  of- 
ficially communicated  to  me  by  the  brethren  of 
said  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  that  In  consequence  of 
the  failure  in  the  erection  of  their  proposed  hotel, 
ample  accommodations  cannot  be  had,  as  required 
by  the  law.  Wherefore,  after  due  consultation 
with  the  elective  grand  officers,  and  with  the  single 
view  of  affording  the  best  accommodation  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  greatest  number  of  lodges. 
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I  do  order  and  direct  that  Davenport  be  the  place 
of  meeting  for  1869." 

The  annual  returns  of  Crescent  Lodge  for  1867 
showed  a  total  membership  of  seventy.  During 
the  succeeding  Masonic  year  four  were  raised, 
eleven  admitted  and  one  reinstated,  an  aggregate 
increase  of  sixteen.  Against  this  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  six  demissions  and  one  death,  the  num- 
ber of  members  May  i,  1868,  being  seventy-nine. 
The  total  of  lodge  dues  paid  was  $49.00. 

The  initiations  for  the  year  were:  Joseph  S. 
Anderson,  October  15,  1867;  M.  T.  Bell,  June 
24,  1867;  C.  B.  Rowley,  July  29,  1867;  John 
Thomas,  October  17,  1867;  D.  Wormley,  October 
24,  1867. 

Three  were  passed  as  Fellowcrafts,  being  the 
following:  M.  T.  Bell,  August  21,  1867;  C.  B. 
Rowley,  August  21,  1867;  J.  S.  McClure,  January 
15,  1868. 

Those  raised,  with  dates  thereof,  are  thus  given: 
M.  T.  Bell,  October  21,  1867;  C.  B.  Rowley, 
October  28,  1867;  G.  M.  Olmsted,  December  2, 
1867;  J.  S.  McClure,  April  20,  1868. 

The  admissions  for  the  year  included:  Bros. 
W.  A.  Hall,  Amasa  Mann  and  M.  P.  Mills,  June 
17,  1867;  L.  L.  Brigham,  G.  W.  Messinger  and 
W.  M.  Walker,  July  22,  1867;  John  G.  Graves, 
November  18,  1867;  H.  C.  Gillett  and  S.  J.  Gil- 
lett,  March  9,  1868;  Thomas  Devendorf  and  W. 
D.  Watrous,  April  13,  1868. 

Bro.  M.  S.  Chase  was  reinstated  as  a  member 
in  good  standing  January  13,   1868. 
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These  were  granted  demits :  A.  A.  Minear 
(Junior  Steward),  W.  C.  McCannon  and  S.  H. 
Henderson,  November  18,  1867;  L.  L.  Brigham, 
December  16,  1867;  P.  W.  Reeder,  January  13, 
1868;  J.  VanCurin,  February  10,  1868. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Waggoner  passed  from  earthly  com- 
munion with  his  "brethren  September  24,  1867. 

The  officers-elect  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year 
( 1 868-1 869)  were: 

G.  F.  Bennet,  Worshipful  Master. 

W.  B.  Leach,  Senior  Warden. 

C.  D.  Pettibone,  Junior  Warden. 

H.   B.   Stibbs,  Treasurer. 

M.  P.  Mills,  Secretary. 

M.  T.  Bell,  Senior  Deacon. 

S.  M.  Brobst,  Junior  Deacon. 

E.  S.  Hill,  Senior  Steward. 

H.  C.  Morehead,  Junior  Steward. 

J.  Morehead,  Tyler. 

1869.  This  year  was  one  of  great  importance 
in  the  Masonic  annals  of  Cedar  Rapids.  The  dif- 
ficulties to  which  reference  was  made  In  preceding 
section  had  become  accentuated,  and  for  a  time 
threatened  complete  disruption  of  the  lodge.  Both 
sides  to  the  controversy  had  settled  obstinately  in 
opposed  positions,  and  there  was  no  longer  oppor- 
tunity or  desire  for  compromise.  Such  being  the 
situation  on  August  3,  1868,  twenty-four  brethren 
asked  for  and  were  granted  demits.  The  names 
of  those  who  thus  withdrew  from  membership  in 
Crescent  Lodge  were  of  those  best  known  and 
heretofore  most  active  in  Masonic  work.     Best  of 
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all  else  will  a  reading  of  these  names  indicate  to 
what  length  the  quarrel  had  been  carried.  They 
were: 

A.  V.  Eastman,  H.  B.  Stibbs, 

J.  C.  Adams,  C.  D.  Pettibone, 

N.  B.  Brown,  M.  A.  Higley, 

A.  S.  Belt,  J.  P.  Coulter, 

T.  Z.  Cook,  W.  B.  Leach, 

Ed.  Coulter,  G.  M.  Howlett, 

George  Greene,  B.  F.  Boughton, 

George  Snyder,  J.  H.  Stibbs, 

Wesley  Stevens,  C.  V.  Rowley, 

I.  N.  Whittam,  J.  G.  Graves, 

George  W.  Westlake,  W.  D.  Watrous, 

S.  B.  Fleak,  J.  S.  McClure. 

Of  these  three  held  ofHce  in  the  lodge  at  the 
time  of  their  demission,  viz  :  W.  B.  Leach,  Senior 
Warden;  C.  D.  Pettibone,  Junior  Warden,  and 
H.  B.  Stibbs,  Treasurer.  Their  places  were  filled 
as  follows:  C.  P.  Gilkison,  Senior  Warden;  B. 
F.  Rowland,  Junior  Warden,  and  John  W.  Hen- 
derson, Treasurer. 

The  openly  avowed  intention  of  these  brethren, 
in  thus  withdrawing,  was  to  form  a  new  lodge. 
To  this  end  petition  for  dispensation  was  prepared 
and  presented  to  Crescent  Lodge  for  recommenda- 
tion, as  required  by  Masonic  law.  Here  was  op- 
portunity for  graceful  and  fraternal  action,  which 
would  at  once  have  done  much  to  heal  the  wounds 
of  previous  strife.  Had  such  recommendation 
been  made,  these  brethren  given  the  good  wishes 
of  those  who  remained  in  the  old    home,    much 
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after  difficulty  and  rankling  bitterness  might  have 
been  avoided.  But  the  radicals  were  now  in  the 
saddle  and  would  not  listen  to  the  counsels  of 
peace.  The  request  for  recommendation  of  a  new 
lodge  was  refused. 

Lacking  this  requirement  the  demitted  brethren 
nevertheless  sent  their  petition  to  Grand  Master 
Mickel,  who  thus  reported  in  his  annual  address 
for  1869: 

"Among  others  I  received  a  petition  for  a  new 
lodge  at  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  signed  by 
twenty-two  Master  Masons,  among  whom,  I  am 
informed,  were  several  of  the  most  respected  and 
worthy  Masons  and  citizens  of  that  flourishing 
city.  This  petition,  however,  was  not  accompanied 
with  the  necessary  recommendation  of  Crescent 
Lodge  No.  25,  but  on  the  contrary  I  was  informed 
that  said  lodge  almost  unanimously  refused  to  give 
the  required  recommendation.  I  further  learned 
that,  unfortunately,  there  existed  a  source  of  dis- 
cord among  the  Craft  at  that  place  which,  in  a 
measure,  destroyed  the  harmony  and  good  feeling 
which  should  ever  characterize  the  intercourse  of 
Masons  with  each  other.  I  therefore  declined  to 
issue  the  dispensation  asked  for,  but  promised  to 
present  the  matter  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  its  con- 
sideration, which  I  have  now  done.  If,  upon  an 
examination  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  it  shall  be 
considered  constitutional  and  proper  that  a  dispen- 
station  shall  issue  to  said  brethren,  you  will  give 
the  necessary  authority  therefor." 

This  portion  of  Grand  Master's  address  was 
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referred  to  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges, 
which  reported: 

"That  part  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  ad- 
dress relating  to  the  petition  of  a  number  of  breth- 
ren at  Cedar  Rapids  asking  for  a  dispensation  for 
the  formation  of  a  new  lodge,  and  they  being  un- 
able to  comply  with  Section  8  cf  the  Grand  Lodge 
by-laws,  having  been  referred  to  us,  yo«r  commit- 
tee would  recommend  to  the  brethren  of  Cedar 
Rapids  the  practice  of  the  Masonic  virtues  so  well 
known  to  them,  and  display  that  forbearing  spirit 
that  should  characterize  the  intercourse  of  Masons 
upon  all  occasions.  We  would  recommeend  to  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  to  visit  Cedar  Rapids  at  his 
earliest  convenience,  and  endeavor  to  restore  peace 
and  harmony  among  the  brethren." 

Grand  Master  John  Scott,  in  compliance  with 
this  recommendation,  did  visit  Cedar  Rapids  al- 
most immediately  after  the  close  of  Grand  Lodge. 
He  called  all  the  brethren  together,  and  talked  to 
them  of  their  duties  as  Masons,  advising  and 
sternly  reprehending  the  lack  of  fraternal  spirit. 
That  this  was  of  effect  is  shown  by  the  following 
recommendation,  appended  to  the  petition  for  dis- 
pensation to  establish  a  new  lodge: 

"Hall  of  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  F.  and  A.  M., 
Tuesday,  June  29th,  1869. 

"To  the  most  Worshipful  the  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa : 

"The  undersigned.  Master  and  Secretary  of  the 
above  lodge,  do  certify  that  Brother  J.  C.  Adams, 
named  as  Master  of  the  new  lodge  in  the  annexed 


GEORfiE  F.  BENNET 
Worshipful  Master  in  ISO'J 
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petition,  was  formerly  Master  of  Crescent  Lodge 
No.  25,  and  has  exemplified  the  work  in  the  three 
degrees  of  Masonn*'  in  open  lodge  in  a  creditable 
manner. 

"We  also  certify  that  the  brethren  signing  such 
petition  have  provided  a  suitable  and  safe  lodge 
room,  and  that  each  of  said  petitioners  has  pro- 
duced a  regular  demit  from  the  lodge  of  which 
he  is  a  member. 

"Witness  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  lodge 
the  day  and  year  above  written. 

(Seal)  A.  R.  WEST,  W.  M. 

G.  F.  BENXET,  Secretan.." 

The  petition  is  here  given,  as  being  a  part  of 
this  history,  and  that  the  names  of  its  signers,  all 
of  whom  were  just  before  members  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  may  be  kept  in  mind : 

"To  the  most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  of  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons : 

"We,  the  undersigned,  Master  Masons  of  good 
standing,  and  having  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft  at 
heart,  are  anxious  to  exert  our  best  endeavors  to 
promote  and  diffuse  the  genuine  principles  of  Free 
Masonry,  and  for  the  convenience  of  our  respec- 
tive dwellings  and  other  good  reasons  we  are  de- 
sirous of  forming  a  new  lodge  to  be  named . 

"We,  therefore,  with  tb.e  approbation  of  the 
lodge  nearest  our  location  (hereunto  appended) 
respectfully  pray  for  a  dispensation  empowering 
us  to  meet  as  a  regular  lodge  at  the  dty  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  in  the  county  of  Linn,  on  the  second 
Thursday  after  each  full  moon  and  there  to  dis- 
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charge  the  duties  of  Ancient  York  Masonry  in  a 
constitutional  manner  according  to  the  form  of  the 
order  and  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

"And  we  have  nominated  and  do  recommend 
Brother  J.  C.  Adams  to  be  the  first  master,  Brother 
William  B.  Leach  to  be  the  first  Senior  Warden, 
and  Brother  H.  B.  Stibbs  to  be  the  first  Junior 
Warden  of  the  said  lodge. 

"The  prayer  of  the  petition  being  granted  we 
promise  strict  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the 
Grand  Master  and  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  the  usages  and  customs  of  Ma- 
sonry. 

L  N.  WHITTAM, 

A.  S.  BELT, 

THOS.  Z.  COOK, 

J.  C.  ADAMS, 

C.  B.  ROWLEY, 

H.  B.  STIBBS, 

J.  G.  GRAVES, 

J.  H.  STIBBS, 

W.  D.  WATROUS, 

N.  B.  BROWX, 

C.  D.  PETTIBONE, 

WM.  B.  LEACH, 

GEO.  GREENE, 

A.  V.  EASTMAN, 

M.  A.  HIGLEY, 

WESLEY  STEVENS, 

G.  M.  HOWLETT, 

JOHN  WEARE, 

J.  P.  COULTER, 

EDWARD  COULTER." 
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Therefore  on  July  3,  1869,  Grand  Master  Scott 
granted  his  dispensation  to  the  above-named  breth- 
ren, authorizing  institution  of  a  lodge  to  be  known 
as  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  and  with  the  brethren 
named  in  the  petition  as  officers  thereof. 

This,  then,  was  the  satisfactory,  and  in  fact  the 
only  outcome  possible  to  the  trouble  which  had  so 
disturbed  Masonry  in  Cedar  Rapids  for  two  years. 
Viewed  in  the  light  afforded  by  the  history  of  the 
two  lodges  since  that  time  it  proves  that  a  very  ex- 
cellent thing  was  done  by  this  division.  Within  a 
very  short  time  thereafter  the  membership  would 
have  grown  too  large  and  unwieldy  for  one  body. 
With  the  two  existing  in  the  city  It  has  been  pos- 
sible for  the  brother  wishing  to  affiliate  or  the  pe- 
titioner for  the  mysteries  to  choose  that  which 
from  its  membership  may  seem  most  congenial. 
The  years  have  healed  all  differences,  so  that  not 
even  a  shadow  falls  between  the  two  lodges.  In 
every  good  word  and  deed  there  is  "only  that  noble 
emulation  of  who  best  can  work  and  best  agree." 
There  are  between  these  two  no  hard  and  fast 
lines  of  division.  The  officers  and  members  of 
each  lodge  are  with  those  of  the  other  in  work  or 
seasons  of  enjoyment,  and  are  equally  at  home 
whether  in  attendance  at  their  own  or  the  sister 
body.  We  know,  too,  that  when  the  history  of 
Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  shall  be  written  this  spirit  of 
co-operation  and  oneness  will  be  emphasized  as 
strongly  as  can  be  put  in  words  herein. 

At  the  Grand  Lodge  session  of  1869,  held  at 
Davenport  June   i.  Crescent    Lodge    was    repre- 
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sented  by  A.  R.  West,  Worshipful  Master,  and 
B.  F.  Howland,  Junior  Warden.  Though  Bro. 
West  was  Junior  Grand  Warden  at  this  meeting 
he  did  not  take  his  station.  As  before  mentioned 
there  were  indications  of  trouble  and  talk  of 
charges.  He  therefore  desired  to  be  upon  the 
floor,  ready  for  offense  or  defense. 

I  have  given  this  explanation  as  being  that  fre- 
quently made  why  Bro.  West  did  not  act  as  Junior 
Grand  Warden.  It  was  agreed  while  events  were 
still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  brethren  to  quiet  any- 
thing which  might  tend  to  renew  strife.  Now  it 
is  possible  to  give  statement  without  fear  of  of- 
fense or  without  indiscretion.  The  facts,  briefly 
stated,  are  these : 

The  recommendation  for  a  new  lodge  was 
passed  by  Crescent  Lodge  in  opposition  to  the  de- 
sire of  Bro.  West  and  in  spite  of  his  strenuous  ef- 
forts. Defeated  he  asked  for  and  was  granted  a 
demit.  The  question  then  arose,  was  he,  as  a  de- 
mitted  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
entitled  to  hold  office  therein.  This  was  referred 
to  the  Grand  Master,  who  thus  replies  in  his  an- 
nual address: 

"In  October  last  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  de- 
mitted  from  his  lodge,  upon  which  arose  the  ques- 
tions whether  he  could  lawfully  demit,  and  if  so, 
what  was  his  status  oflicially? 

"I  decided  the  first  question  affirmatively,  and 
the  second  that  his  demission  created  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  to  which  he  had  been  elected.  I  do  not 
propose  here  or  now  to  argue  these  questions;  a 
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precedent  in  our  own  history  is  to  be  found  (Re- 
print Vol.  I,  page  228)  which  fully  sustains  this 
view.  The  constitution  provides  only  for  the  fill- 
ing of  vacancies  below  the  grade  of  Junior  Grand 
Warden.  Hence  it  remains  unfilled  and  vacant  at 
present.  A  caution  might  with  propriety .  be  here 
given  to  Grand  and  particular  officers  not  hastily 
to  sever  their  lodge  connections." 

This  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  had  been 
previously  communicated  to  Bro.  West  and  to 
Crescent  Lodge.  In  fact  it  came  at  once.  The 
brother  realized  that  by  his  impulsive  action  he 
would  only  rob  himself  of  honors  already  gained,  if 
those  were  not  already  forfeited.  His  friends  were 
ready  with  good  counsel.  Returning  his  demit  al- 
most immediately  he  asked  for  reinstatement, 
which  was  willingly  accorded.  It  was  also  agreed 
in  the  lodge  that  all  record  of  this  demission  and 
reinstatement  should  be  expunged  from  the  min- 
utes and  that  no  mention  thereof  should  be  made 
in  annual  returns. 

The  same  influence  was  exerted  in  Grand  Lodge. 
The  committee  on  Grand  Master's  Address  made 
no  reference  to  the  subject  in  its  report,  nor  did  the 
matter  otherwise  come  before  the  Grand  Body. 
(As  a  precedent  it  was  quoted  some  years  after- 
wards.) By  common  consent,  or  rather  because 
of  this  non-action,  Bro.  West's  name  was  placed 
among  the  Past  Junior  Grand  Wardens,  and  he 
was  thereafter  accorded  honor  as  a  permanent 
member  of  Grand  Lodge.  But  as  matter  of  strict 
fact  he  was  not  at  any  time  after  his  demission 
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entitled  to  such  rank.  This  point  is  made  dear  in 
a  later  case.  It  certainly  speaks  well  for  the  kind- 
ly forbearance  of  those  he  had  so  strenuously  op- 
posed that  no  voice  was  raised  to  oppose  this  ac- 
tion, either  locally  or  in  Grand  Lodge. 

Before  the  body  at  this  time  came  a  strongly 
urged  proposition  to  establish  Grand  Lodge  per- 
manently at  Des  Moines,  and  to  build  a  temple 
there  as  headquarters.  Against  this  the  represent- 
atives of  Crescent  Lodge  were  active  workers  and 
did  much  for  its  defeat.  Bro.  Enos  especially  con- 
tended that  the  influences  at  any  political  capital 
were  not  such  as  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of 
Masonr}'. 

As  was  usually  the  case  the  returns  of  Crescent 
Lodge  were  among  those  credited  as  being  correct 
in  all  points — no  small  praise  either  then  or  now. 
The  recapitulation  of  the  year's  work  shows: 
Number  raised  since  last  report,  eleven;  number 
admitted,  nine,  a  total  increase  of  twenty.  The 
decrease  is  represented  by  twenty-four  demissions 
and  two  deaths.  The  net  decrease  therefore  to 
May  I,  1869,  was  six,  the  total  membership  stand- 
ing at  seventy-three  upon  that  date.  The  Initia- 
tions and  conferring  of  degrees  are  thus  given : 

Initiations — L.  S.  Bever,  June  13,  1868;  M. 
Upton,  and  S.  A.  Ruch,  July  20,  1868;  S.  Neidig, 
August  14,  1868;  W.  Batchelder,  September  7, 
1868;  M.  M.  Balser,  September  14,  1868;  G. 
W.  Wynn,  October  12,  1868;  H.  W.  Frick,  No- 
vember 5,  1868. 

Passings — Joseph  S.  Anderson  and  L.  S.  Bever, 
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July  13,  1868;  M.  Upton,  August  10,  1868;  S. 
A.  Ruch,  September  28,  1868;  W.  Batchelder, 
October  19,  1868;  M.  M.  Balser  and  L.  Hem- 
mlngs,  November  16,  1868;  D.  Wormley,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1868;  S.  Neidig,  December  7,  1868;  H. 
W.  Frick,  January  10,  1869;  G.  W.  Wynn,  Janu- 
ary 12,  1869. 

Raisings — L.  S.  Bever,  August  10,  1868; 
Joseph  S.  Anderson,  September  21,  1868;  M.  Up- 
ton, September  23,  1868;  S.  A.  Ruch,  November 
9,  1868;  M.  M.  Balser,  December  21,  1868;  L. 
Hemmings,  December  9,  1868;  W.  Batchelder, 
January  8,  1869;  H.  W.  Frick,  February  8,  1869; 
D.  Wormley,  March  8,  1869;  S.  Neidig,  April  5, 
1869;  G.  W.  Wynn,  April  6,  1869. 

Those  admitted  were:  W.  A.  Hall,  June  17, 
1886;  O.  Robinson,  J.  W.  Firestone  and  M.  Ebl, 
July  6,  1868;  G.  W.  Stearns,  August  3,  1868;  C. 
S.  Bennett,  November  2,  1868;  J.  A.  Hildebrand, 
November  30,  1868;  F.  Harriman,  January  4, 
1869;  B.  S.  Marvin,  May  3,  1869. 

The  two  deaths  of  the  year  were:  Bro.  L.  B. 
Gere,  May  20,  1868,  and  Bro.  N.  T.  Mairs, 
October  10,   1868. 

The  dues  of  Bro.  J.  Boyce  were  remitted  on 
account  "of  poverty  and  misfortune,  he  having^ 
suffered  from  fire,  etc.,"  certainly  very  sufficient 
causes  for  such  remission. 

The  officers-elect  for  the  year  1 869-1 870  were: 

Andrew  R.  West,  Worshipful  Master. 

Amasa  Mann,  Senior  Warden. 

E.  S.  Hill,  Junior  Warden. 
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John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

G.  F.  Bennet,  Secretary. 

M.  T.  Bell,  Senior  Deacon. 

Joseph  S.  Anderson,  Junior  Deacon. 

W.  Batchelder,  Senior  Steward. 

H.  C.  Morehead,  Junior  Steward. 

A.  Reber,  Tyler. 

Again  at  the  close  of  a  five  year  period  and  of 
the  decade  the  roster  of  the  lodge  is  given  for  pur- 
poses of  comparison.  These  are  from  the  returns 
of  May  I,  1869: 

H.  G.  Angle,  J.  S.  Anderson,  H.  Bennett,  C. 
W.  Burton,  John  Boyce,  M.  T.  Bell,  G.  F.  Bennet, 
L.  S.  Bever,  S.  M.  Brobst,  J.  Brubaker,  M.  M. 
Balser,  W.  Batchelder,  C.  S.  Bennett,  S.  D.  Car- 
penter, E.  M.  Crandall,  Gabriel  Carpenter,  W. 
F.  Chapman,  J.  S.  Cook,  J.  M.  Canfield,  M.  S. 
Chase,  F.  F.  Dana,  Thomas  Devendorf,  M.  Ebi, 
J.  L.  Enos,  H.  W.  Frick,  J.  W.  Firestone,  G.  H. 
Gammon,  S.  J.  Gillette,  H.  C.  Gillette,  C.  P.  Gil- 
kison,  F.  Harriman,  W.  Harper,  Ezra  Havens, 
T.  M.  D.  Harvey,  W.  A.  Hall,  J.  A.  Hildebrand, 
L.  Hemmings,  J.  W.  Henderson,  B.  F.  Howland, 
E.  S.  Hill,  G.  A.  Jones,  A.  M.  Karr.  X.  Kramer, 
B.  S.  Marvin,  Collin  Murray,  W.  B.  Mack,  J. 
Marshall,  A.  M.  Mekeel,  G.  W.  Messinger,  A. 
Mann,  M.  P.  Mills,  H.  C.  Morehead,  J.  More- 
head,  S.  Neidig,  \Y.  C.  Osman,  G.  ^Y.  Olmsted, 
A.  G.  Plumb,  O.  Robinson,  S.  A.  Ruch,  G.  W. 
Steams,  E.  Suits,  C.  H.  Spencer,  W.  H.  Thomp- 
son, L.  Teats,  W.  Thorn,  Dyer  Usher,  F.  J.  Up- 
ton, M.  Upton,  G.  W.  Wvnn,  D.  Wormley,  W. 
Walker,  A.  R.  West,  J.  S.  Wolf. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

1870-1875. 

AT  session  of  Grand  held  in  Davenport  June 
7,  1870,  Crescent  Lodge  was  represented  by 
Bro.  A.  R.  West,  as  Worshipful  Master.  Bro. 
James  L.  Enos,  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden,  was 
also  in  attendance.  From  the  proceedings  of  that 
year  we  are  unable  to  glean  anything  having  ref- 
erence to  the  lodge  or  its  work. 

During  the  winter  months  of  1 869-1 870  action 
was  taken  by  different  agencies  in  Cedar  Rapids  to 
relieve  existing  distress.  For  the  first  time  in  his- 
tory of  the  town  there  was  discovered  a  dependent 
and  incompetent  class  of  citizens.  Before  this  the 
rude  plenty  and  simple  life  of  a  village  community 
had  operated  effectually  against  extreme  of  pov- 
erty. Misfortune  might  bring  sudden  destitution, 
but  relief  was  prompt,  neighborly  and  ungrudging. 
But  as  the  life  became  more  complex,  as  the  thrift- 
less and  indolent  imposed  themselves  upon  the 
community,  there  was  growing  need  for  organized 
charity.  There  were  to  be  considered  and  cared  for 
the  widows,  orphans  and  other  dependents  of  those 
who  had  fallen  in  service  of  their  country,  or  had 
since  succumbed  to  wounds  and  disease.  Such  were 
the  changed  conditions,  and  these  the  people  of 
Cedar  Rapids  met  by  effective  organization.     It  is 
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satisfactory  to  note  that  in  this  work  Crescent 
Lodge  had  full  share.  Though,  indeed,  it  is  some- 
what startling  to  our  present  conception  of  Ma- 
sonic charity  to  read  a  public  appeal  for  contribu- 
tions to  be  distributed  through  the  lodge  organiza- 
tion, yet  this  was  done  over  signature  of  Bro.  James 
L.  Enos.  He  further  stated  that  while  no  pub- 
lished report  of  Masonic  charities  could  be  made, 
yet  anyone  desiring  information  upon  the  subject 
could  be  enlightened  by  application  to  the  lodge, 
officers. 

Bro.  Enos  was  apparently  always  active.  We 
hear  of  him  at  this  time  delivering  an  address  be- 
fore the  lodge  on  the  Past  Masters  who  had  held 
office  since  organization.  All  these  men  he  had 
personally  known.  Had  the  manuscript  of  this 
address  been  preserved  and  made  available  to  us 
what  wealth  of  incident  and  anecdote  might  it  now 
reveal.  But  this,  too,  with  our  lodge  records,  is 
hopelessly  lost  in  the  debris  of  the  dead  years. 

Officers  elected  for  the  year  1870-71  were: 

A.  R.  West,  Worshipful  Master. 

B.  F.  Howland,  Senior  Warden. 
J.  T.  Hamilton,  Junior  Warden. 
J.  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

G.  F.  Bennet,  Secretary. 
Amasa  Mann,  Senior  Deacon. 
W.  Batchelder,  Junior  Deacon. 
H.  E.  Witwer,  Senior  Steward. 
Wm.  Smouse,  Junior  Steward. 
A.  J.  Reber,  Tyler. 
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Again  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  was 
creditable,  the  summary  showing  as  follows: 

Initiations — J.  H.  Smith,  July  27,  1869;  W.  S. 
Mattheson,  August  6,  1869;  J.  J.  Woolcote,  Au- 
gust 17,  1869;  E.  W.  S.  Otto  and  J.  H.  Wetzel, 
October  11,  1869;  H.  E.  Witwer,  November  i, 
1869. 

Passings — Isaac  Yeary,  July  5,  1869;  W.  D. 
Bollinger,  July  12,  1869;  Wm.  Smouse,  July  17, 
1869 ;  J.  H.  Smith,  August  30,  1869 ;  E.  W.  Wat- 
erbury,  September  6,  1869;  E.  W.  S.  Otto,  No- 
vember 8,  1869;  H.  E.  Witwer,  November  29, 
1869. 

Raisings — Joseph  Calder,  June  8,  1869;  W-  D. 
Bollinger,  August  3,  1869;  D.  Bowling,  October 
4,  1869;  E.  W.  Waterbury,  November  4,  1869; 
Wm.  Smouse,  November  15,  1869;  J.  Schumler, 
December  6,  1869;  H.  E.  Witwer,  January  3, 
1870;  J.  H.  Smith,  January  24,  1870;  James 
RoUo,  March  28,  1870;  G.  W.  Walaron,  March 
29,  1870. 

Admissions — ^A.  J.  Reber,  May  31,  1869;  A. 
B.  George  and  J.  T.  Hamilton,  June  28,  1869; 
Alexander  Laurance,  October  25,  1869;  J.  Cher- 
ney,  March  21,  1870. 

Deaths — J.  Boyce,  March  22,  1869;  J.  S.  More- 
head,  July  5,  1869. 

Demissions — G.  H.  Gammon,  June  28,  1869; 
Lot  Teats,  July  i,  1869;  M.  Ebi,  September  27, 
1869;  A.  M.  Karr,  November  22,  1869;  N.  Kra- 
mer, January  17,  1870. 
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Beginning  this  Masonic  year  with  seventy-three 
members  the  period  closed  with  a  total  of  eighty- 
one.  The  lodge  contributed  as  dues  on  members 
and  work  the  sum  of  $55.00. 

1870-71 — Where  one  is  confined,  as  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  to  an  altogether  inadequate  source  of  in- 
formation, how  strangely  the  names  of  men  come 
and  go.  Like  bubbles  on  a  wave,  they  show  for  a 
moment,  and  then  disappear.  Some  of  these 
names  which  are  here  transcribed  have  passed  en- 
tirely from  the  memories  of  men  to  whom  they 
must  once  have  been  known.  In  some  instances 
the  personalities  presented  nothing  on  which  mem- 
ory might  fix — these  passed  unnoticed,  mere  units 
in  the  mass.  Others,  again,  were  but  transient 
sojourners,  brothers  who  found  a  Masonic  home 
here  for  brief  stay,  and  then  passed  out  of  knowl- 
edge and  memory.  We  find  those,  too,  who  have 
received  in  our  lodge  one  or  more  degrees,  but 
whose  names  are  not  found  on  the  old  rosters. 
Cedar  Rapids  was  upon  the  line  of  western  travel, 
and  through  it  poured  a  full  stream  of  emigration, 
pressing  to  the  newer  lands  of  promise.  Here,  as 
at  a  halting  place,  many  waited  for  a  time,  and  of 
these  some  affiliated,  only  to  move  on  again  as  the 
land-hunger  and  restlessness  seized  upon  them. 

We  chance  upon  the  following  In  annual  ad- 
dress of  Grand  Master  John  Scott,  made  before 
Grand  Lodge  at  Davenport,  June  6,  1871 :  "  Our 
brethren  of  Cedar  Rapids  have  now  a  very  excel- 
lent lodge  room,  but  newly  completed."  This  di- 
rected search  in  local  newspaper  files  to  ascertain 
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its  dedication.    The  result  appears  in  narrative  of 
succeeding  year. 

Officers  for  the  year  1871-72  were  elected  as 
follows : 

Amasa  Mann,  Worshipful  Master. 
John  T.  Hamilton,  Senior  Warden. 
William  Batchelder,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
Sam  Neidig,  Secretary. 
Thomas  Ruch,  Senior  Deacon. 
H.  E.  Witwer,  Junior  Deacon. 
William  H.  Smouse,  Senior  Steward. 
J.  P.  Messer,  Junior  Steward. 
J.  M.  Canfield,  Tyler. 

The  year's  work  was  not  great,  and  is  thus  syn- 
opsized : 

Initiations — Gold  S.  Pettit,  June  27,  1870;  J. 
P.  Messer,  July  23,  1870;  W.  W.  Hamilton,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1871. 

Passings — Gold  S.  Pettit,  August  22,  1870;  C. 
Cornish,  September  14,  1870;  J.  P.  Messer,  Octo- 
ber 17,  1870;  W.  W.  Hamilton,  April  10,  1871. 

Raisings — Gold  S.  Pettit,  October  14,  1870; 
E.  W.  S.  Otto,  November  15,  1870;  J.  P.  Messer, 
December  19,  1871. 

Admissions — J.  S.  Peck,  May  16,  1870;  A.  J. 
Minor,  October  10,  1870. 

Demissions — Vf.  A.  Hall,  W.  C.  Osman,  Ezra 
Havens,  D.  Bollinger,  J.  Brubaker,  June  20,  1870. 

Suspensions — S.  D.  Carpenter,  C.  Murray,  W. 
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F.  Chapman,  M.  Chase,  G.  A.  Jones,  May   16, 
1870. 

There  was  this  year  a  loss  in  membership,  the 
number  decreasing  from  eighty-one  to  seventy-six. 
Grand  Lodge  dues  amounted  to  $46.50. 

1 87 1- 1 872 — Installation  of  officers  of  both 
Crescent  and  Mt.  Hermon  Lodges  was  made  part 
of  the  public  exercises  attendant  upon  dedication 
of  their  new  hall.  This  was  a  notable  event  in 
history  of  the  local  craft.  A  writer  of  the  times 
thus  treats  of  the  occasion : 

"  Among  the  many  pleasant  public  entertain- 
ments and  social  convenings  provided  for  our  citi- 
zens this  season,  none  has  been  more  perfectly  ar- 
ranged and  more  happily  carried  out  than  was  that 
gotten  up  by  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  on  Friday  evening  last  (June  23,  1871), 
on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  their  new  and 
beautiful  hall  and  the  public  installation  of  offi- 
cers. The  hall  was  densely  crowded  at  an  early 
hour  with  ladies  and  gentlemen,  comprising  a  large 
number  of  Masons  from  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
their  wives,  daughters  and  lady  friends,  and  the 
citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  neighboring  towns, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  not  a  part  of  the  '  mystic 
brotherhood,'  for  all  of  whom  ample  accommoda- 
tions were  provided  in  the  spacious  hall.  The  ex- 
ercises of  the  evening  were  opened  with  a  song  by 
the  Cedar  Rapids  Glee  Club,  which  was  followed 
by  prayer  by  the  Rev.  A.  N.  Keigwin.  This  was 
followed  by  the  dedicatory  services  of  the  order. 
These  concluded,  the  installation  of  officers  was 
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next  in  order.  This  was  conducted  by  J.  R.  Hart- 
sock,  P.  G.  M.,  specially  deputized  Grand  Master 
for  this  occasion." 

The  address  of  the  evening  was  delivered  by 
Bro.  A.  S.  Belt,  who  fortunately  saw  fit  to  Incor- 
porate a  few  phrases  having  value  to  this  history. 
Speaking  of  the  advancement  made  by  churches, 
societies  and  Individuals  in  conveniences  and  beauty 
of  their  homes,  he  added : 

"  So  with  our  Masonic  Lodges,  whose  guests 
you  are  to-night.  Commencing  as  joint  tenants 
with  a  kindred  benevolent  Institution,  in  an  hum- 
ble room  on  the  corner  of  Iowa  avenue  and  Com- 
mercial street,  in  the  year  1851,  they  have  emi- 
grated from  point  to  point,  as  their  necessities  and 
conveniences  required,  until  we  occupy  this  beauti- 
ful hall,  to  which  they  can  proudly  point  as  one  of 
the  best  and  largest  in  the  state.  But  from  the 
humble  beginnings  of  which  I  have  spoken,  their 
advancement  and  prosperity  have  not  been  alone 
material.  The  nine  brothers,  good  and  true,  who 
first  erected  the  Masonic  Altar  In  this  town,  have 
grown  to  a  membership  of  150,  and  as  we  look 
over  the  long  roll  of  names  we  find  it  numbers 
those  among  our  worthiest  and  best  citizens.  Our 
eyes  fill  with  tears  as  we  recall  the  children  of  old 
'  Crescent '  who  have  obeyed  the  Master's  call  and 
joined  the  Lodge  above.  Some  have  laid  down 
their  earthly  work  full  of  grace  and  of  honor,  some 
met  death  with  a  smile  In  defence  of  the  republic, 
and  some  have  fallen  by  the  wayside,  with  life 
stretching  out  bright  before  them,  full  of  hope  and 
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of  promise.  But  '  He  doeth  all  things  well,' 
though  His  ways  are  mysterious  and  past  finding 
out." 

And  that  we  may  know  the  Masonic  quality  and 
the  high  ideals  of  our  older  brothers  in  Crescent 
Lodge,  the  following  further  extract  is  given: 

"  Masonry,  then,  is  a  system  of  pure  morality, 
taught  by  emblems.  It  consists  of  a  code  of  mor- 
als comprehending  man's  dut\'  to  himself,  his  fel- 
low man  and  his  God.  Every  Mason  is  pledged 
to  the  performance  of  these  duties;  upon  this 
foundation  we  rear  our  Masonic  walls,  and  amid 
the  impregnable  fastnesses  thus  created,  the  vota- 
ries of  Masonr}^  take  shelter  and  defy  all  the  shafts 
of  enemies.  The  profane  swearer,  the  gambler, 
the  drunkard  and  the  libertine  find  no  place  among 
us.  It  is  true,  that  too  often  they  are  permitted 
to  remain  within  the  Lodge;  but  their  Masonry' 
has  vanished  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  leaving 
not  a  trace  behind.  A  profane  Alason !  a  licen- 
tious Mason  !  a  drunken  Mason !  With  as  much 
propriety  you  may  talk  of  an  infidel  believer;  a 
blasphemous  Christian.  The  thing  is  absolutely 
Impossible;  no  such  creature  exists  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth. 

"  To  be  a  Mason  then  is  to  be  good  and  pure  and 
true.  Benevolence  must  be  the  polar  star  of  his 
life.  Nowhere  else  outside  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
have  I  seen  pure  Bible  benevolence  so  beautifully 
and  forcibly  taught.  The  Mason  must  also  be 
capable  of  undying  friendship.  Let  no  Ice-hearted 
misanthrope  or  selfish  churl  ever  think  of  becoming 
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a  Mason.  To  profit  by  Masonry  and  to  practice 
its  mysteries  requires  a  social  hand,  a  noble  soul,  a 
confiding  heart.  To  be  a  Masonic  friend  you 
should 

"  '  Judge  before  friendship, 
Then  confide  till  death.'  " 

Did  Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids  ever  invite  their 
friends  but  that  they  provided  food  for  both  body 
and  mind?  And  of  course,  after  Bro.  Belt's  ad- 
dress and  a  short  speech  by  Grand  High  Priest  Z. 
C.  Luse  of  Iowa  City,  a  banquet  followed,  given 
in  the  hall  below. 

At  Grand  Lodge  session  of  1872  none  of  Cres- 
cent's officers  were  in  attendance.  The  lodge  was 
represented  by  Bro.  J.  L.  Enos  as  proxy  for  the 
W.  M.,  and  Bro.  J.  S.  Allen  holding  the  Senior 
Warden's  proxy. 

It  is  unusual  for  lodges  to  make  out  their  re- 
turns in  such  manner  as  to  overpay  Grand  Lodge 
dues,  yet  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges 
found  that  Crescent  had  persisted  in  paying  on 
Bro.  H.  M.  Parvin,  admitted,  who  had  already 
been  accounted  for  by  Iowa  City  No.  4. 

For  the  year  1872-73  the  following  brothers 
were  elected  to  offices  of  the  lodge : 

John  T.  Hamilton,  Worshipful  Master. 

WiUiam  Batchelder,  Senior  Warden. 

W.  S.  Bradley,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Sam  Neidig,' Secretary. 

A  summary  of  the  year's  work  shows:  ' 
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Initiations — Charles  W.  Farnum,  May  13, 
1871 ;  W.  S.  Bradley,  May  20,  1871 ;  Ethan  Bhss, 
August  14,  1871;  J.  L.  Billau,  March  23,  1872; 
J.  E.  Morrison,  April  i,  1872. 

Passings — ^W.  S.  Bradley,  July  10,  1871 ;  Ethan 
Bliss,  September  18,  1871;  Thomas  Herron,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1872. 

Raisings — W.  W.  Hamilton,  May  13,  1871; 
Charles  W.  Farnum,  July  17,  1871 ;  W.  S.  Brad- 
ley, September  13,  1871 ;  Ethan  Bliss,  October  16, 
1871;  Thomas  Herron,  March  25,  1872. 

Admissions — Wesley  Kilbourn,  July  3,  1871; 
S.  A.  Bowe,  October  2,  1871;  J.  L.  Weaver,  Oc- 
tober 30,  1871 ;  H.  M.  Parvin  and  A.  R.  Wescott, 
February  26,  1872;  George  H.  Beck,  April  29, 
1872. 

Reinstatements— J.  Darr,  January  i,   1872. 

Demissions — S.  J.  Gillett,  May  8,  1871; 
Charles  W.  Farnum,  November  27,  1871 ;  J.  Darr, 
January  i,  1872;  A.  J.  Minor  and  Joseph  Schum- 
ler,  February  26,  1872. 

Work  and  admissions  of  the  year  brought  total 
of  membership  May  i,  1872,  to  eighty-four. 
Grand  Lodge  dues  were  $50.50. 

1 872-1 873 — On  the  13th  of  May,  1873,  the 
members  of  Crescent  Lodge,  at  close  of  their  reg- 
ular meeting,  proceeded  in  a  body  to  Brown's  Ho- 
tel, where  an  elaborate  supper  had  been  prepared. 
This  unusual  occurrence  was  in  honor  of  Grand 
Master  O.  P.  Waters,  of  Muscatine,  who  had  been 
invited  to  visit  the  lodge.    The  Grand  Commander 
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of  Knights  Templar  of  Iowa,  Bro.  Buren  R.  Sher- 
man, of  Vinton,  was  also  an  honored  guest.  The 
feast  finished,  a  whole  program  of  toasts  followed. 
First  was  "  To  the  Most  Worshipful,  the  Grand 
Master  of  Iowa."  This  was  proposed  by  Bro. 
John  T.  Hamilton  and  responded  to  by  M.  W. 
Bro.  Waters.  He  then  gave  the  toast,  "  To  Cres- 
cent Lodge  of  Cedar  Rapids,"  to  which,  as  Wor- 
shipful Master,  Bro.  Hamilton  made  fitting  re- 
sponse. Bro.  Geo.  Skinner's  toast  was  to  "  The 
Grand  Commander  of  Iowa,"  which  brought  a 
characteristic  talk  from  M.  E.  Sir  Knight  Sherman. 
The  latter  countered  with  proposing  "  The  City  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  the  Queen  City  of  Iowa,"  to  which 
Bro.  A.  R.  West  made  response.  He  wandered  a 
little  outside  the  fraternity  in  proposing  next  "  The 
Daily  Republican,"  and  double  return  was  made 
thereto  by  A.  H.  Neidig  and  G.  M.  Bagwell,  the 
editor  and  business  manager  of  that  newspaper, 
who  were  among  the  invited  guests.  Speakers  were 
evidently  plentiful,  Bros.  G.  F.  Bennet,  Jas.  L. 
Enos,  E.  S.  Hill  and  F.  J.  Upton  contributing  to 
the  oratory.  Bros.  John  O.  Baxter,  E.  P.  Bald- 
win and  Gold  S.  Baldwin  and  Gold  S.  Pettit  en- 
livened the  occasion  with  songs,  comic  and  senti- 
mental. Of  the  latter  class  one  only  lingers  in 
memory  of  the  old  brother  who  is  authority  for 
this  program.  The  writer  is  inclined  to  doubt  the 
accuracy  of  the  opinion  that  this  particular  song, 
"  Oh,  Meet  Me  at  the  Gate,"  had  reference  to  the 
cows  at  milking  time.  This  event  was  due  to  the 
initiative  and  efforts  of  Bros.  West  and  Hamilton, 
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the  visit  of  the  Grand  Master  being  upon  other  and 
more  serious  business.  About  seventy  members  of 
Crescent  Lodge  were  present,  with  a  few  from  Mt. 
Hermon. 

Work  for  the  year  shows  a  strange  dispropor- 
tion of  initiations  to  that  accomplished  on  the  sec- 
ond and  third  degrees.     The  list  follows: 

Initiations — Charles  E.  Calder  and  Isaac  Car- 
roll, July  I,  1872;  D.  W.  Henderson  and  J.  E. 
Stansbury,  July  8,  1872;  William  Nicely,  July  29, 
1872;  E.  P.  Baldwin,  August  19,  1872;  John  Sea- 
nor,  September  2,  1872;  W.  J.  Boyles,  September 
23,  1872;  Henry  Bennett,  October  28,  1872; 
Francis  H.  Secord,  November  5,  1872;  Frank  C. 
Hormel,  March  14,  1873. 

Passings — J.  L.  Billau,  May  6,  1872;  Charles 
E.  Calder,  August  26,  1872;  E.  P.  Baldwin,  De- 
cember 23,  1872;  John  Seanor,  January  6,  1873; 
Francis  H.  Secord,  February  4,  1873. 

Raisings — J.  L.  Billau,  June  10,  1872;  Charles 
E.  Calder,  December  30,  1872;  E.  P.  Baldwin, 
April  21,  1873. 

Admissions — John  H.  Ray,  June  24,  1872;  G. 
M.  Lyon,  July  22,  1872;  D.  R.  Scott,  April  14, 
1873- 

Demissions — M.  M.  Bolser  and  J.  D.  Peck, 
November  18,   1872;    H.  C.  Gillett,  March    17, 

1873- 

Total  of  membership  increased  during  the  year 
from  eighty-four  to  eighty-seven,  and  Grand  Lodge 
dues  reached  a  total  of  $54. 


lo 
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Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected  as  fol- 


ws: 

John  T.  Hamilton,  Worshipful  Master. 

W.  S.  Bradley,  Senior  Warden. 

George  M.  Olmsted,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Sam  Neidig,  Secretary. 

Gold  S.  Pettit,  Senior  Deacon. 

J.  L.  Billau,  Junior  Deacon. 

J.  D.  Firestone,  Senior  Steward. 

D.  R.  Scott,  Junior  Steward. 

E.  Lake,  Tyler. 

1873-1874 — One  matter  stands  out  beyond  all 
others  in  affairs  of  the  lodge  for  the  year  under 
consideration.      May   24,    1873,   by  edict  of  the 

Grand  Master,  Bro.  was  suspended 

for  un-Masonic  conduct.  The  history  of  this  pe- 
culiar procedure  Is  as  follows :  Trial  was  had  In 
the  lodge  and  gross  un-Masonic  conduct  proven. 
The  brothers  present,  by  a  majority,  voted  to  rep- 
rimand. The  inadequacy  of  this  punishment  for 
the  offenses  was  pointed  out  to  Grand  Master 
Waters,  who  by  edict  ordered  Crescent  Lodge  to 
suspend  the  brother.  But  the  latter  had  strong 
influences  in  his  behalf  at  work  with  Grand  Lodge 
officers,  and  a  short  time  previous  to  the  1874  ses- 
sion of  that  body  Grand  Master  Chapman  issued 
another  edict,  restoring  the  brother  to  all  rights 
and  privileges  in  the  lodge.  This  Increased  the 
confusion  and  embittered  all  parties  concerned. 
On  the  evening  of  April  23,  1874,  Crescent  Lodge 
was  specially  convened  to  consider  this  latest  edict. 
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After  discussion  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions were  adopted,  with  but  two  dissenting  votes, 
thirty-six  brothers  being  present : 

Whereas,  H P ,  once  a  member 

of  this  lodge,  was  tried  by  the  lodge  and  convicted 
of  gross  un-Masonic  conduct;  and 

Whereas,  An  undue  influence  was  exercised 
over  the  members  of  the  lodge  by  the  presence  of 
the  Grand  Secretary  and  others  of  his  friends  at 
the  time  of  said  trial,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  sentence  altogether  inadequate  to  the  offense 
committed;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  edict  of  the  late  Grand  Mas- 
ter disapproving  of  said  sentence,  the  said  H 

P was  declared  and  now  is  suspended;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  H P has 

been  tried  by  a  court  of  the  United  States  and  con- 
victed of  felony;  and 

Whereas,  Crescent  Lodge  has  this  day  received 
an   edict   from   the   Grand   Master   ordering  the 

Worshipful  Master  to  restore  the  said  H 

P to  membership    in    said    lodge,    and   to 

spread  the  said  edict  upon  our  records;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  edict  has  been  issued  with- 
out consulting  us  or  ascertaining  our  wishes  or  re- 
garding our  interests  as  a  lodge;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  earnestly  entreat 
the  Grand  Master  to  withdraw  the  said  edict. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  our  unanimous  opinion, 
herein  and  hereby  expressed,  that  enforcement  of 
the  terms  and  provisions  of  said  edict  will  cause 
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and  consummate  the  ruin  of  Crescent  Lodge,  and 
will  be  a  reproach  to  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction. 

Resolved,  That  we  can  not  and  will  not  suffer 
our  beloved  lodge  to  be  polluted  by  the  presence 
of  a  convicted  felon,  with  whom  it  is  beneath  our 
dignity  as  Masons  and  good  citizens  to  associate. 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  deplore  the  posi- 
tion into  which  we  may  be  forced  by  measures  so 
foreign  to  our  interest  and  wishes,  and  dangerous 
to  the  future  welfare  of  our  lodge  and  the  Craft 
in  this  vicinity. 

Resolved,  That  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25  has  ever 
maintained  an  honorable  position  in  the  Masonic 
body;  has  labored  long  and  faithfully  to  build  up 
the  Masonic  temple,  and  to  develop  by  precept  and 
practice  the  tenets  of  our  profession. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  lodge  will 
ever  maintain  their  integrity  as  men,  even  at  the 
risk  of  being  deprived  of  their  rights,  honors  and 
privileges  as  Masons. 

Whoever  will  read  understandingly  the  Grand 
Lodge  proceedings  for  1874  can  even  now  esti- 
mate the  influence  brought  to  bear  against  the  po- 
sition of  Crescent  Lodge.  Never  before  nor  since 
in  reports  made  to  the  Grand  body  were  so  mSLny 
dissertations  on  Masonic  law.  The  Grand  Secre- 
tary was  especially  voluminous,  and  he  exercised  his 
editorial  prerogative  in  preparing  the  volume  of 
proceedings  to  omit  all  mention  of  this  suspension, 
though  all  others  for  the  year  are  named. 

But  the  challenge  of  the  lodge,  spurred  thus  to 
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defiance  by  a  total  disregard  of  its  wishes,  was 
fairly  delivered.  However  powerful  the  influence 
and  however  carefully  the  Masonic  authorities  of 
all  time  had  been  collated  and  compared,  yet  it  was 
not  deemed  expedient  to  bring  the  affair  for  dis- 
cussion on  floor  of  Grand  Lodge. 

The  temper  of  Crescent  can  further  be  judged 
by  action  taken  on  eve  of  Grand  Lodge.  At  die 
regular  communication  of  June  i,  1874,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars 
(or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary)  be  ap- 
propriated and  an  order  drawn  for  the  same,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  delegation  and  counsel 
to  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  matter  now  pending  in 
which  this  lodge  is  interested. 

In  the  meantime,  be  it  said,  the  edict  of  Grand 
Master  Chapman,  commanding  restoration,  had 
been  withdrawn,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
entire  case  should  be  referred  to  Grand  Lodge. 

For  the  lodge  there  were  present  J.  T.  Hamil- 
ton, W.  yi. ;  A.  R.  West,  proxy  for  Senior  War- 
den, and  George  F.  Benett,  pro3cy  for  Junior  War- 
den. It  will  be  noticed,  also,  that  Mt.  Hermon 
Lodge  also  sent  a  full  delegation  to  Grand  Lodge, 
headed  by  Bro.  C.  W.  Eaton,  W.  M.  The  sister 
lodge,  knowing  the  facts,  was  loyal  and  devoted 
in  support  of  our  contention,  and  was  prepared  to 
support  the  same  to  any  extremity. 

The  opposition,  however,  in  spite  of  reports  and 
precedents,  was  attempting  to  "  bluff  "  through  an 
unwarranted  action.    We  will  not  impugn  personal 
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motives,  for  it  is  natural  for  men  to  defend  their 
own  kin.  Fortunately  wise  counsels  prevailed  at 
Grand  Lodge,  and  a  compromise  was  effected, 
which  finally  worked  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned,  as  will  be  shown  later. 

It  can  be  added  here  that  the  total  expenses  of 
the  delegation  and  counsel  to  Grand  Lodge  went 
beyond  appropriation,  amounting  to  $255.00.  The 
deficiency  was  ordered  paid,  without  a  word  of 
criticism  or  fault-finding. 

Going  back  now  to  April  10,  1874,  we  find  the 
lodge  called  on  that  date  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  funeral  of  Bro.  B.  F.  Boughton,  formerly  a 
member  of  Crescent  Lodge.  Pall-bearers  were  se- 
lected from  among  the  older  members  of  both  local 
bodies,  as  follows :  Crescent — John  W.  Hender- 
son, B.  F.  Howland,  George  L.  Stearns.  Mt.  Her- 
mon— W.  D.  Watrous,  H.  B.  Stibbs,  M.  A.  Hig- 
ley.  The  funeral  occurred  on  the  13th,  from  the 
residence  of  Mr.  William  Searles,  interment  at 
Oak  Hill  cemetery. 

Under  date  of  June  i,  1874,  the  following  is  of 
interest  as  concerning  a  neighboring  lodge : 

Whereas,  J.  M.  Terry  and  twelve  others.  Mas- 
ter Masons,  have  petitioned  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
a  dispensation  for  a  lodge  at  Fairfax,  Linn  county, 
Iowa;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  J.  M.  Terry  and  the  twelve 
others  have  petitioned  this  lodge  for  our  consent; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  Crescent  Lodge  No.   25   does 
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hereby  give  consent  to  the  formation  of  the  said 
new  lodge,  as  aforesaid. 

The  brothers  who  were  thus  the  organizers  of 
Fidelitas  Lodge  at  Fairfax,  and  whose  names  are 
appended  to  the  petition  to  Crescent  Lodge  were : 
J.  M.  Terry,  A.  M.  Karr,  J.  S.  McClure,  John 
Downing,  M.  Fairchild,  G.  H.  Sawer,  J.  De  Vault, 
E.  J.  Boget,  J.  W.  Homans,  S.  G.  O.  Homans,  C. 
E.  Homans. 

Necessity  for  this  consent  is  explained  by  the 
statement  that,  under  the  law,  as  then  in  force,  no 
new  lodge  could  be  established  within  ten  miles  of 
one  already  organized  without  obtaining  such  con- 
sent. This  had  been  adopted  while  the  state  was 
young  and  sparsely  settled  and  was  then  of  good 
effect  in  newer  portions  of  the  commonwealth. 

Officers  elected  for  the  year  1874-75  were: 

John  T.  Hamilton,  Worshipful  Master. 

George  M.  Olmsted,  Senior  ^Yarden. 

Wm.  H.  Smouse,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Sam  Neidig,  Secretary. 

Amasa  Mann,  Senior  Deacon. 

Henry  Bennett,  Jr.,  Junior  Deacon. 

G.  E.  Cogswell,  Senior  Steward. 

G.  W.  Bagwell,  Junior  Steward. 

John  O.  Baxter,  Organist. 

J.  Rogers,  Chaplain. 

A.  J.  Reber,  Tyler. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  work : 

Initiations — G.  M.  Bagwell,  January  12,  1874; 
William  Elsom,  February  16,  1874. 
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Passings — Frank  C.  Hormel,  May  26,  1873; 
Henry  Bennett,  Jr.,  June  23,  1873;  William  El- 
som,  March  16,  1874;  G.  M.  Bagwell,  April  13, 
1874. 

Raisings — Henry  Bennett,  Jr.,  July  28,  1873; 
Frank  C.  Hormel,  November  18,  1873;  John  Sea- 
nor,  March  13,  1874;  William  Elsom,  April  8, 
1874. 

Admissions — John  O.  Baxter,  May  19,  1873; 
G.  E.  Cogswell,  November  10,  1873;  Jacob  Fox, 
January  5,  1874;  P.  W.  Gifford,  April  6,  1874. 

Demissions — M.  W.  Upton,  June  16,  1873;  ^■ 
J.  Reber,  July  14,  1873;  S.  A.  Bowe,  August  11, 
1873;  Thomas  Herron,  November  10,  1873; 
James  Rollo,  April  6,  1874. 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.)— H.  G.  Angle,  D. 
Bowling,  Thomas  Harriman,  E.  Suits,  W.  Thorn, 
John  S.  Wolf,  William  Walker. 

Decrease  in  membership  more  than  equaled  the 
increase,  falling  from  eighty-seven  to  eighty-one. 
The  Grand  Lodge  dues  were  $52.00. 

Here  it  becomes  necessary  to  follow  on  with 
part  of  a  year's  work  to  square  the  records,  Grand 
Lodge  having  changed  the  Masonic  year.  This 
embraces  only  officers  elected  and  summary,  cover- 
ing a  portion  of  time  included  in  succeeding  chap- 
ter.    The  officers  chosen  were: 

George  M.  Olmsted,  Worshipful  Master. 

WiUiam  H.  Smouse,  Senior  Warden. 

Stockwell  Liddle,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
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Sam  Neidig,  Secretary. 

Thomas  M.  Giberson,  Senior  Deacon. 

Henry  Bennett,  Jr.,  Junior  Deacon. 

G.  E.  Cogswell,  Senior  Steward. 

John  Seanor,  Junior  Steward. 

A.  J.  Reber,  Tyler. 

Summary  of  work  to  May  i,  1875  : 

Initiations — S.  W.  Strong,  May  18,  1874; 
William  V.  Reed,  August  7,  1874;  Thomas  M. 
Giberson,  September  7,  1874;  Joseph  Palmer, 
September  14,  1874;  S.  Magnus,  October  12, 
1874;  Alexander  Charles,  January  4,  1875;  Jo" 
seph  Colcord,  March  4,  1875. 

Passings — Thomas  M.  Giberson,  October  5, 
1874;  S.  Magnus  and  Alexander  Charles,  March 
8,  1875. 

Raisings — G.  M.  Bagwell,  May  11,  1874; 
Thomas  M.  Giberson,  November  30,  1874;  Al- 
exander Charles,  April  12,  1875. 

Admissions — J.  L.  Sawyer,  May  4,  1874;  A. 
J.  Reber,  June  i,  1874;  H.  A.  Lyon  and  G.  M. 
Curtis,  July  6,  1874;  Stockwell  Liddle  and  John 
T.  Liddle,  August  3,  1874;  B.  F.  Rogers,  Septem- 
ber 28,  1874;  N.  D.  Pope,  January  25,  1875;  P. 
S.  Robertson,  February  22,  1875;  William  Steen- 
son,  March  22,  1875. 

Reinstatements — H.  M.  Parvin,  February  13, 
1875. 

Demissions — W  W.  Hamilton,  December  28, 
1874;  H.  M.  Parvin,  Febraary  22,  1875. 

Total  membership,  93. 

Grand  Lodge  dues,  $53.50. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

1875-1880. 

AT  THE  meeting  of  Crescent  Lodge,  held 
January  25,  1875,  ^^^  heard  the  last  of  a 
matter  which  had  caused  so  much  disturbance.  The 
earlier  stages  of  the  affair  have  been  given  suffi- 
cient mention  in  the  preceding  chapter.  The  fol- 
lowing resolution,  at  this  meeting  presented  and 
adopted,  is  therefore  self-explanatory : 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  January  25,  1875. 

To  the  Worshipful  Master  and  Wardens  of  Cres- 
cent Lodge  No.  25,  A.  F.  &'  A.  M.: 

The  subscriber  would  respectfully  submit :  That 
at  the  last  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa  a  mutual  compact  was  signed    by    Crescent 

Lodge,  of  the  first  part,  and  H P and 

others,  of  the  second  part,  wherein  it  was  agreed 
that  the  said  H P should  remain  sus- 
pended and  should  be  so  considered  until  such 
time  as  the  said  Crescent  Lodge  should  at  its  own 
election  think  proper  to  move  for  his,  the  said 
H P 's  reinstatement. 

That  the  intent  and  spirit  of  said  agreement 
looked  forward  to  some  time  when  the  said  Cres- 
cent Lodge  would  think  it  right  and  just  to  move 
for  such  reinstatement. 
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And  the  subscriber  would  also  respectfully  sub- 
mit that  in  his,  the  subscriber's,  opinion,  the  time 
for  such  action  on  the  part  of  Crescent  Lodge  has 
now  arrived,  and  would  present  the  following  rea- 
sons in  support  of  that  opinion: 

That  the  said  H P has  been  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past  in  the  employ  of  a  respectable 
mercantile  firm,  who  report  that  his  conduct  and 
habits  have  been,  while  in  their  employ,  exemplary 
and  good; 

That  the  said  H P is  now  in  a  very 

precarious  state  of  health,  and  that  in  the  opinion 
of  an  eminent  physician  he  cannot  recover. 

In  view  of  the  above  mentioned  facts,  which  are 
proved  by  the  subjoined  correspondence,  the  sub- 
scriber would  respectfully  move  that  the  Grand 
Master  be  requested  to  revoke  the  edict  of  suspen- 
sion now  in  force  against  the  said  H P , 

and  that  a  demit  be  then  granted  the  said  H 

P i  according  to  his  petition. 

(Signed)      G.  F.  Bennet. 

But  the  reading  and  recent  discussion  of  the  pe- 
tition just  given  has  brought  out  a  very  interesting 
statement  as  to  the  brother  signing  the  same. 
"  Brother  Bennet,"  says  one  who  knew  him  inti- 
mately, "  was  a  thorough-going  Englishman.  He 
loved  a  fight,  but  when  his  opponent  was  disarmed 
and  at  his  mercy  his  was  the  very  soul  of  chiv- 
alry. He  was  very  stern  and  insistent  to  punish 
wrong-doing,  but  anything  which  savored  of  per- 
secution was  abhorrent  to  him.  I  know  of  several 
instances  when  his  influence  was  strong  in  the  lodge, 
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in  which  trouble  was  averted  by  his  kindliness  of 
spirit.  One  case,  in  particular,  I  recall,  where  a 
brother  came  to  him,  confessing  wrong  and  ask- 
ing his  advice.  I  know,  too,  that  Bro.  Bennet  had 
intended  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  lodge  be- 
cause he  believed  this  other  was  defiant.  But  the 
confession  altered  the  case  to  his  mind.  It  was  a 
brother — an  erring  one — who  sought  his  counsel. 
And  that  counsel  was  given  in  words  and  tones 
appealing  to  the  best  there  was  in  his  listener.  The 
influence  of  the  older  man  was  sufficient  to  quiet 
all  and  to  give  the  penitent  opportunity  to  redeem 
himself  without  humiliation.  That  brother  until 
this  day  has  cause  to  bless  the  memoi-y  of  one  who 
did  not  palliate  his  wrong,  but  forgave  when  he 
had  reproved." 

On  February  22  the  Master  and  Wardens  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  act  conjointly  with  com- 
mittee from  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  "  in  regard  to 
re-leasing  present  lodge  room,  or  procuring  other 
quarters."  Upon  the  same  date  edict  was  received 
from  Grand  Master  Joseph  Chapman  setting  aside 
and  revoking  the  action  of  his  predecessor,  G.  M. 

O.  P.  Waters,  in  suspension  of  H P .    By 

the  terms  of  this  document,  and  with  full  consent 

of  the  lodge,  Bro.  H P was  restored  to 

all  Masonic  rights  of  which  he  had  been  deprived. 
A  demit  was  immediately  asked  for  and  granted, 
thus  closing  a  disagreeable  incident. 

In  the  meantime  more  serious  trouble  was  brew- 
ing. At  the  regular  meeting  of  November  15, 
1875,  charges  of  a  very  serious  and  scandalous  na- 
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ture  were  preferred  against  Bro.  James  L.  Enos. 
The  exact  nature  of  these  it  is  here  unnecessary  to 
state.  As  the  writer  takes  it  this  volume  is  not  in- 
tended to  set  forth  in  detail  such  matters  as  can 
not  beneficially  inform  the  reader.  About  the 
faults  of  the  dead  we  can  draw  the  golden-edged 
curtains  of  charity,  nor  need  we  unnecessarily 
wound  the  susceptibihties  of  the  hving.  Even  now, 
after  all  the  years,  we  write  with  regret  that  one 
who  so  long  had  labored,  and  with  effect,  for  Ma- 
sonry, should  have  forgotten  his  duties.  This  er- 
ring brother  had  achieved  honor  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  beyond  that  reached  by  any  mem- 
ber of  Crescent  Lodge  before  or  since.  The  trial 
of  this  case  occurred  at  a  called  meeting  held  No- 
vember 27,  fifty-five  brethren  being  present.  For 
the  lodge,  Bro.  ¥.  C.  Hormel  acted  as  prosecutor, 
Bro.  Enos  conducting  his  own  defense.  A  very 
thorough  inquiry  was  made  into  circumstances  of 
the  case  and  many  witnesses  were  examined.  Upon 
the  various  specifications  a  verdict  of  "  guilty  " 
was  returned  by  the  brethren.  By  a  vote  of  thirty- 
nine  to  fifteen,  sentence  of  expulsion  was  imposed. 
Thus,  with  the  most  severe  penalty  contemplated 
by  Masonic  law,  was  closed  the  craft  career  of  one 
to  whom  the  lodge  and  Masonry  in  Cedar  Rapids 
owed  much. 

At  the  meeting  of  December  13  the  lodge  was 
reminded  of  a  debt  contracted  in  entertaining 
brethren  from  abroad  earlier  in  the  year.  This 
brief  item  puts  us  upon  trace  of  what  was  a  very 
important  event  to  the  local  fraternity.    Very  early 
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In  the  year  1875  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican, 
mentioning  the  beginning  of  work  on  the  new  Uni- 
versahst  church,  suggested  that  its  corner-stone  be 
laid  with  Masonic  ceremonies.  And,  by  the  way, 
we  may  here  digress  to  note  a  regular  Masonic 
department,  excellently  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  L. 
Enos,  which  appeared  weekly  In  the  Republican 
of  that  time.  The  suggestion  thus  made  was  re- 
ceived with  favor.  A  joint  meeting  of  both  lodges 
was  held  June  11,  at  which  time  committees  were 
appointed  as  follows : 

Invitation — J.  L.  Enos,  J.  T.  Hamilton,  George 
R.  Skinner. 

Arrangements — B.  F.  Rogers,  A.  Mann,  W.  H. 
Pettibone,  F.  J-  Upton,  A.  V.  Eastman. 

Reception — A.  R.  West,  A.  Charles,  J.  L.  Enos, 
G.  L.  Stearns,  G.  R.  Skinner,  T.  Z.  Cook,  O.  C.  L. 
Jones,  J.  C.  Adams. 

Marshal— T.  Z.  Cook. 

These  committees,  representing  the  two  lodges, 
began  active  work  and  carried  the  arrangements 
to  a  very  satlsfactoi-y  conclusion.  The  corner  stone 
was  duly  laid  July  i,  1875.  Nearly  six  hundred 
Masons  from  surrounding  towns  had  signified  in- 
tention to  attend,  but  unpleasant  weather  cut  down 
the  number.  Large  delegations  were  present  from 
Dubuque,  Farley,  Davenport,  Monticello,  Ana- 
mosa,  Marion  and  Shellsburg,  while  other  lodges 
sent  representatives.  The  procession  moved  in  a 
heavy  rain,  and  as  a  consequence  this  was  cut  short. 
A  triumphal  arch,  beautiful  with  flowers,  had  been 
erected  on  Park  (Third)   avenue,  and  under  this 
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all  passed  to  reach  the  site  of  the  church.  The 
full  list  of  acting  Grand  Officers  on  this  occasion 
was  as  follows : 

E.  A.  Guilbert,  P.  G.  M.,  Dubuque,  Grand  Mas- 
ter. 

Rev.  A.  Countryman,  Dubuque,  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

J.  L.  Enos,  P.  S.  G.  W.,  Cedar  Rapids,  Senior 
Grand  Warden. 

Rev.  B.  F.  Snook,  Marion,  Grand  Chaplain. 

A.  C.  Barry,  D.  D.,  Wisconsin,  Grand  Orator. 

George  R.  Skinner,  Cedar  Rapids,  Senior  Grand 
Deacon. 

E.  Lake,  Cedar  Rapids,  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Col.  T.  Z.  Cook,  Cedar  Rapids,  Grand  Mar- 
shal. 

W-  D.  W^atrous,  Cedar  Rapids,  Grand  Sword 
Bearer. 

John  Hopkins,  Marengo,  Grand  Standard 
Bearer. 

A.  B.  Dowel  and  N.  H.  Hays,  Vinton,  Grand 
Stewards. 

A.  J.  Reber,  Cedar  Rapids,  Grand  Tyler. 

At  the  close  of  these  public  exercises  the  visitors 
were  invited  to  Masonic  Hall,  where  Mt.  Hermon 
Lodge  was  opened  and  third  degree  conferred.  The 
evening  ended  with  a  reception  tendered  by  ladies 
of  the  Universalist  congregation.  Refreshments 
were  served  and  speech-making  followed.  To  the 
sentiment,  "  Ancient  Free  Masonry,"  Rev.  A. 
Countryman  of  Dubuque   responded.      James  L. 
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Enos  gave  fitting  thanks  to  "  Our  Invited  Guests." 
"  The  Ladies  of  the  Church,"  found  eloquent 
spokesman  in  A.  R.  West,  and  Past  Grand  Master 
Guilbert  had  agreeable  and  adequate  subject  in 
"  The  Universal  Brotherhood  of  Man." 

Another  event  of  the  year  1875,  which  should 
receive  at  least  passing  mention  in  this  volume,  was 
organization  of  Apollo  Commandery  No.  26, 
Knights  Templar.  This  event  occurred  December 
2,  the  commandery  being  instituted  by  Grand  Com- 
mander O.  P.  Waters,  of  Muscatine.  More 
than  one  hundred  Knights  from  outside  the  city 
participated  in  the  ceremonies.  The  parade  of  uni- 
formed men  connected  with  a  fraternity  was  a 
new  spectacle  for  Cedar  Rapids,  and  attracted 
much  attention.  An  elaborate  banquet  was  served 
during  the  evening  at  the  Pullman  House. 

At  regular  communication  held  on  April  10, 
1876,  Bro.  H.  G.  Angle  petitioned  for  reinstate- 
ment, and  was  received  back  into  membership. 
Bro.  Angle's  name  was  for  many  years  associated 
with  public  affairs  in  Cedar  Rapids  and  Linn 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  early  business  men  of 
the  town,  and  had  gained  political  and  social  prom- 
inence in  the  community.  He  was  especially  act- 
ive in  causes  by  which  good  citizenship  and  morals 
were  to  be  promoted.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
represented  Linn  county  in  the  state  senate. 

At  the  same  meeting  officers  were  elected  for 
the  year  1876-77,  as  follows: 
A.  R.  West,  Worshipful  Master. 
Thomas  M.  Giberson,  Senior  Warden. 
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Gold  S.  Pettit,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Sam  Neidig,  Secretary. 

The  appointive  officers  selected  by  the  Master 
were: 

John  O.  Baxter,  Senior  Deacon. 

Henry  Bennett,  Jr.,  Junior  Deacon. 

Alexander  Charles,  Senior  Steward. 

P.  S.  Robertson,  Junior  Steward. 

A.  J.  Reber,  Tyler. 

The  synopsis  of  work  and  other  affairs  of  the 
lodge  for  the  Masonic  year  ending  May  i,  1876, 
is  as  follows : 

Initiated — Frank     Witousek,     September     20, 

1875- 

Passed — Joseph  Colcord,  May  31,  1875; 
George  E.  Palmer,  October  26,  1875  !  Frank  Wit- 
ousek, December  7,  1875. 

Raised — S.  Magnus,  May  3,  1875;  Joseph  Col- 
cord, September  17,  1875  '■>  George  E.  Palmer,  No- 
vember 24,  1875;  Frank  Witousek,  December  15, 
1875. 

Admitted — R.  H.  Jones,  June  21,  1875;  D.  H. 
Knox,  July  19,  1875,  F.  H.  Phipps,  October  18, 
1875;  C.  C.  Gibson,  January  17,  1876. 

Reinstated — F.  Harriman,  July  19,  1875; 
Henry  G.  Angle,  April  17,  1876. 

Demitted — G.  M.  Bagwell,  May  24,  1875;  F. 
Harriman,  July  19,  1875. 

Expelled — James  L.  Enos,  November  27,  1875. 

Dues  were  remitted  for  Bro.  C.  P.  Gilklson,  on 
account  of  poverty  and  sickness. 
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Total  of  gain  for  the  year  was  eleven — four 
raised,  five  admitted  and  two  reinstated.  Two 
were  demitted  and  one  expelled.  The  total  mem- 
bership was,  at  close  of  the  year,  loi.  The  total 
of  Grand  Lodge  dues  aggregated  $55.50. 

1 876-1 877 — By  the  time  now  reached  Crescent 
Lodge  had  settled  to  a  period  of  undisturbed  Ma- 
sonic life.  While  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids  was 
beginning  a  new  and  more  substantial  growth,  yet 
its  people  were  affected  by  scarcity  of  money  for 
even  pressing  requirements.  As  a  consequence 
but  few  petitions  were  brought  into  the  lodge  and 
meetings  were  limited  to  the  regular  communica- 
tions. From  entries  of  the  records  we  can  take  but 
few  that  warrant  transcription. 

At  the  regular  installation  of  officers,  June  12, 
Bros.  Thomas  M.  Giberson  and  Alexander  Charles 
were  unable  to  be  present.  Law  then  required  a 
special  dispensation  to  install  at  any  other  time. 
In  consequence  there  was  read  and  entered  on  the 
records  of  Jul)^  10,  the  following  from  the  Grand 
Master: 

"  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  may  come — Greet- 
ing: 

"  Know  ye,  that  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
laid  before  me,  I,  Henry  W.  Rothert,  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Masons  in  Iowa,  do  hereby  authorize  and 
empower  Bro.  A.  R.  West  to  install  the  Senior 
Warden-elect  and  the  Senior  Steward  appointed  of 
Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  the 
regular  meeting  of  said  lodge  to  be  held  on  July 
10,  1876. 
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"  This  my  order  to  be  read  in  open  lodge  and 
made  a  matter  of  record. 

"  Henry  W.  Rothert, 

"  Grand  Master." 

At  the  meeting  of  December  4  Crescent  Lodge 
lost  by  demission  one  of  its  Past  Masters  in  the 
person  of  Bro.  George  F.  Bennet.  This  brother 
had  proven  his  Masonic  qualities  in  many  positions 
and  under  some  trying  conditions.  The  biograph- 
ical sketch  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume 
reveals  some  things  of  his  labors  for  the  craft, 
which  were  continued  after  his  removal  from 
Cedar  Rapids.  At  the  same  time  there  was  re- 
ceived petition  of  one  who  afterwards  compen- 
sated for  the  loss.  This  was  E.  A.  Charles.  With- 
in a  few  years,  as  these  pages  will  show,  he  became 
Worshipful  Master  of  the  lodge  and  later  was 
Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa. 

January  i,  1877,  Bro.  W.  J.  Pickering,  late  of 
Covenant  Lodge  No.  526  of  Illinois,  petitioned  for 
admission.  He  was  elected  to  membership  Febru- 
ary 5,  and  at  the  same  time  asked  for  demit.  This 
is  perhaps  the  record  In  Crescent  for  brevity  of 
membership. 

In  minutes  of  this  same  date  note  Is  made  of 
protest  by  a  brother  of  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  against 
the  conferring  of  degrees  upon  one  elected  by  the 
members  of  Crescent.  This  was  evidently  consid- 
ered an  unwarranted  interference,  and  upon  mo- 
tion the  lodge  voted  to  disregard  the  protest. 

On  Tuesday,  March  27,  1877,  ^  sad  purpose 
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called  the  brothers  of  Crescent  Lodge  together. 
This  was  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Bro.  Benjamin 
Darnell.  A  "  Lodge  of  Sorrow  "  it  is  called  in 
the  record,  a  term  we  would  hardly  apply  at  pres- 
ent. Bro.  A.  R.  West  officiated  as  W.  M.,  Bro. 
John  O.  Baxter  as  Marshal  and  Bro.  E.  O.  Edson 
Tyler.  Religious  services  of  the  occasion  were  un- 
der conduct  of  Bro.  the  Rev.  E.  K.  Fawcett.  It 
would  appear  that  Bro.  Darnell,  while  for  many 
years  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  being  quite 
prominent  in  the  life  of  the  community,  had  not 
affiliated  with  the  lodge  for  some  time.  But  at  that 
time  the  lines  were  not  so  closely  drawn  as  at  pres- 
ent, and  Masonic  burial  or  Masonic  charity  was 
not  confined  to  those  who  could  show  a  receipt  for 
dues  paid  during  current  year. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  installed  June 
23,  1877,  ^s  follows: 

John  O.  Baxter,  Worshipful  Master. 

Stockwell  Liddle,  Senior  Warden. 

William  Elsom,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Henry  Bennett,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

George  M.  Olmsted,  Senior  Deacon. 

P.  S.  Robertson,  Junior  Deacon. 

A.  J.  Reber,  Tyler. 

The  report  of  work  to  May  i,  1877,  shows: 

Initiations — Charles  L.  Mullen,  July  18,  1876; 
E.  Matschke,  March  8,  1877. 

Passings — Charles   L.   Mullen,   September    1 1 , 
1876;  W.  O.  McClain,  December  11,  1876. 
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Raisings — Charles  L.  Mullen,  October  23, 
1876;  W.  O.  McClain,  March  13,  1877. 

Admissions — N.  D.  Pope,  June  25,  1876;  G. 
H.  Engelman,  July  10,  1876;  W.  J.  Pickering, 
February  5,  1877;  N.  Greene,  April  2,  1877. 

Reinstatements — Gabriel  Carpenter,  March  27, 
1877. 

Demissions — B.  F.  Rogers,  June  12,  1876; 
George  F.  Bennet,  December  4,  1876;  D.  H. 
Knox,  February'  5,  1877;  W.  J.  Pickering,  Febru- 
ary 5,  1877. 

Suspensions — October  16,  1876:  Gabriel  Car- 
penter, J.  M.  Canfield,  E.  M.  Crandell,  J.  Cher- 
ney,  Joseph  Calder,  Samuel  Hemmings,  T.  M.  D. 
Harvey,  Wesley  Kilbourn,  J.  L.  Sawyer. 

During  this  year  the  total  increase  in  member- 
ship of  Crescent  Lodge  was  seven,  but  against  this, 
what  with  demissions  and  suspensions,  the  decrease 
was  thirteen,  bringing  total  of  membership  again 
to  95.  Total  sum  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  was 
$56.50. 

1 877-1 878 — Evidence  that  Cedar  Rapids  had 
now  gone  beyond  the  village  stage  of  existence  was 
furnished  by  action  taken  July  2,  1877,  to  amend 
by-laws  as  to  time  of  regular  meeting.  Hereto- 
fore it  had  been  "  first  Monday  after  full  moon." 
But  artificial  illumination  now  lighted  the  steps  of 
brethren  after  lodge,  and  "  First  Monday  in  each 
calendar  month  "  was  substituted,  and  has  since 
remained  as  the  time  for  regular  communications. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  assistance  given 
Bro.  C.  P.  Gilkison,  a  member  of  Crescent  LodgCv 


JOHN  OWEN  BAXTER 

Worshipful 'Master  in   1878-79;   Past  High  Priest    Trowel  Chapter  No.  49;  Past 

Eminent  Commander  of  Apollo  Commandery  No.  2U 
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then  living  at  Anamosa.  For  some  time  the  sum 
of  $12.50  had  been  given  each  month  to  supply 
his  needs.  But  now  the  lodge,  weak  numerically 
and  with  other  calls  upon  its  charity,  had  nearly 
reached  the  limit  of  its  resources.  July  30  it  was 
resolved  to  discontinue  such  payments  after  two 
months,  and  that  Bro.  Gilkinson  be  so  notified. 
Yet  the  necessities  of  an  unfortunate  made  appeal 
too  strong  to  be  disregarded,  notwithstanding  cold- 
blooded resolutions.  When  the  time  specified  had 
passed  we  find  the  members  personally  subscribing 
for  a  relief  fund,  and  again,  as  funds  were  availa- 
ble, making  liberal  appropriations.  And  so  con- 
tinued until  Bro.  Gilkison,  worn  with  sickness  and 
misfortune,  passed  to  the  quiet  grave. 

Expediency  of  improving  the  financial  condition 
of  the  lodge  prompted  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee consisting  of  Bros.  George  L.  Stearns,  Thomas 
M.  Giberson  and  J.  L.  Billau,  "  to  devise  an  en- 
tertainment for  the  benefit  of  the  treasury."  Evi- 
dently this  was  not  judged  feasible,  for  there  is 
no  mention  of  report  made  by  the  committee,  nor 
have  the  city  newspapers  any  note  of  such  enter- 
tainment. 

December  10,  1877,  the  following  resolution, 
presented  by  Bro.  A.  R.  West,  was  adopted: 

"  Whereas,  Bro.  Dyer  Usher  is  one  of  the  old- 
est, if  not  the  oldest  member  of  Crescent  Lodge; 
and 

"  Whereas,  Bro.  Usher's  health  is  failing,  and 
is  and  has  been  so  poor  for  a  long  time  as,  together 

14 
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with  the  distance  he  has  to  come,  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  attend  lodge;  therefore 

"  Resolved,  In  consideration  of  the  above  facts, 
that  the  amount  of  Bro.  Usher's  unpaid  dues  be  re- 
mitted, and  that  no  dues  shall  in  future  be  required 
to  be  paid  by  him." 

The  communication  of  December  21,  1877, 
seemed  to  have  been  dominated  by  the  spirit  of 
Christmas-time.  The  meeting  was  called,  so  stated 
the  Master,  to  consider  the  cases  of  need  or  desti- 
tution in  the  city,  and  especially  in  families  of  poor 
Master  Masons  or  deceased  brothers.  A  number 
of  such  cases  were  mentioned.  A  subscription  was 
at  once  opened  for  a  Christmas  charity  fund.  The 
disbursement  of  this  was  to  be  under  supervision 
of  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  the  Worshipful 
Masters  of  Crescent  and  Mt.  Hermon  Lodges. 
The  sum  of  $105.00  was  raised  in  the  hall,  more 
than  half  of  which  was  paid  in  cash. 

Again  a  funeral  lodge  was  held  January  26, 
1878,  and  again  to  perform  the  last  sad  rites  over 
the  body  of  a  sojourning  brother.  This  was  Bro. 
W.  F.  Kitteridge.  A  committee — Bros.  A.  V. 
Eastman,  Henry  Bennett  and  J.  G.  Graves — pre- 
pared and  presented  suitable  memorial  resolutions. 
A  copy  of  these  was  sent  to  Independence  Lodge 
No.  80,  Milwaukee,  ^Yisconsin,  of  which  body 
Bro.  Kitteridge  had  been  a  member.  Receipt  of 
these  brought  back  a  reply  which  Is  worthy  of  re- 
production here,  as  showing  proper  Masonic  sen- 
timent and  illustrating  the  fact  that  the  craft  is 
one  at  heart.     The  communication  reads: 
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"Milwaukee,  March  15,  1878. 

"At  a  regular  communication  of  Independence 
Lodge  No.  80,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  held  this  (Friday) 
evening,  the  committee  appointed  to  draft  resolu- 
tions expressing  the  thanks  of  this  lodge  to  the 
fraternity  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  for  their  kind- 
ness to  our  late  brother,  W.  F.  Kitteridge,  reported 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

"  Whereas,  We  have  learned  from  Bro.  J.  O. 
Baxter,  W.  M.,  of  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  that  during  the  long  and  fatal 
illness  of  our  late  worthy  brother,  W.  F.  Kitter- 
idge, he  was  the  recipient  of  many  kindnesses,  both 
pecuniary  and  fraternal,  at  the  hands  of  our  es- 
teemed brethren  at  that  place;  and 

"  Whereas,  It  is  meet  that  we  should  express 
in  a  proper  manner  our  acknowledgments  for  the 
very  generous  aid  rendered  our  deceased  brother 
and  his  bereaved  family;  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  the  grateful  thanks  of  Inde- 
pendence Lodge  No.  80  be  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  our  worthy  Brother  J.  O.  Baxter,  W.  M., 
of  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  and  through  him  to  the  members  of  the  fra- 
ternity of  that  place  for  the  manifold  kindnesses 
and  generous  aid  rendered  our  late  brother,  W.  F. 
Kitteridge,  and  his  family;  and 

"  Resolved,  That  we  shall  ever  hold  in  grateful 
remembrance  the  brethren  of  Cedar  Rapids." 

This  funeral  gave  rise  to  a  protest  against  the 
presence  of  a  non-affiliated  Mason  in  the  proces- 
sion and  at  the  lodge  room.     This  matter  was  re- 
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f erred  to  the  Junior  Warden  (Bro.  William  El- 
som).  He  was  instructed  "  if  the  charges  are  suf- 
ficiently substantial  to  prefer  charges  in  his  official 
capacity,  and  as  soon  as  practicable,  against  the 
brother  of  whom  complaint  is  made."  Bro.  Elsom 
was  never  hasty  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion.  He 
investigated  and  deliberated  upon  the  affair  for 
two  months,  finally  reporting  that  no  good  cause 
existed  why  charges  should  be  preferred.  And 
here  the  matter  ended. 

Grand  Lodge  was  to  hold  its  thirty-fifth  annual 
communication  in  Cedar  Rapids  in  June,  and  it 
behooved  the  local  brethren  to  make  early  prepara- 
tion for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of  their 
guests.  March  4  a  resolution  was  adopted,  pro- 
viding that  "  the  Worshipful  Master,  Junior  War- 
den and  Secretary  be  appointed  a  committee  to 
prepare  a  statement  or  programme  for  the  accom- 
modation of  Grand  Lodge  in  June,  and  that  Mt. 
Hermon  Lodge  be  requested  to  appoint  a  like  com- 
mittee to  co-operate  therein."  Again  on  March 
25  the  lodge  was  convened  "  to  meet  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  Z.  C.  Luse,  and  the  R.  W.  Grand 
Secretary,  T.  S.  Parvin,  who  are  visiting  our  city 
to  see  what  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the 
committees  of  the  lodges  appointed  to  prepare  for 
accommodation  of  the  Grand  Lodge."  Report  on 
these  arrangements  was  made  by  Bro.  W.  J.  Chris- 
ler,  W.  M.  of  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge. 

The  reception  committee  appointed  from  Cres- 
cent Lodge  was  composed  of  Bros.  John  T.  Ham- 
ilton, A.  R.  West,  William  Elsom,    George    L. 
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Stearns,  Thomas  Devendorf,  B.  F.  Howland  and 
James  L.  Bever. 

On  May  6,  1878,  Bro.  Alexander  Laurance, 
who  had  been  appointed  by  the  lodge  to  settle  up 
the  estate  of  John  Watson,  a  Master  Mason  who 
died  in  Cedar  Rapids  during  March,  1877,  made 
report.  After  disposing  of  all  effects  the  amount 
of  $9.40  was  still  due  for  funeral  expenses.  This 
bill  was  shared  equally  between  the  two  lodges. 

Election  of  officers  for  the  Masonic  year  1878- 
79  resulted  in  choice  of  the  following  brothers : 

John  O.  Baxter,  Worshipful  Master. 

William  Elsom,  Senior  Warden. 

George  L.   Stearns,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Henry  Bennett,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

C.  L.  Mullen,  Senior  Deacon. 

George  Beck,,  Junior  Deacon. 

Robert  T.  Jones,  Senior  Steward. 

H.  C.  Morehead,  Junior  Steward. 

Gold  S.  Pettit,  Tyler. 

Before  the  time  of  installation  Bro.  Elsom  left 
the  state  and  dispensation  was  secured  to  elect  for 
the  vacancy.  Bro.  James  Huff  was  accordingly 
elected  Senior  W^arden. 

The  year's  work  Is  thus  summarized : 

Initiations — Robert  T.  Jones,  January  21, 
1878;  A.  B.  Everett,  March  18,  1878. 

Passings — E.  Matschke,  July  2,  1877;  Robert 
T.  Jones,  February  18,  1878. 

Raisings — ^E.  Matschke,  September  3,  1877; 
Robert  T.  Jones,  April  3,  1878. 
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Admissions — Samuel  Whitney,  November  5, 
1877;  W.  S.  Smith,  Jr.,  December  3,  1877. 

Reinstatements — E.  S.  Hill,  February  5,  1878; 
George  W.  Waldron,  February  11,  1878. 

Deaths — George  W.  Lyon,  December  i,  1877. 

Demissions — L.  E.  Jenkins,  November  5,  1877; 
George  W.  Messenger,  December  3,  1877;  H.  E. 
Witwer,  January  7,  1878;  David  Wormley,  April 
I,  1878. 

Suspensions — E.  S.  Hill  and  A.  R.  Westcott, 
December  10,  1877;  D.  R.  Scott  and  George  W. 
Waldron,  January  7,  1878. 

There  was  a  net  loss  of  two  in  membership  of 
the  lodge  for  the  year  ending  May  i,  1878,  the 
total  standing  at  93.  Grand  Lodge  dues  also 
showed  a  reduction,  amounting  to  $52.50. 

1 878-1 879 — Principal  events  of  this  Masonic 
year  gathered  about  the  annual  meeting  of  Grand 
Lodge,  which  convened  in  this  city  June  4,  1878. 
M.  W.  Zephaniah  C.  Luse  was  Grand  Master, 
and  with  him  and  other  Grand  Officers  were  the 
representatives  of  286  chartered  lodges  in  Iowa. 
Address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  craftsmen  of 
Cedar  Rapids  was  made  by  Past  Junior  Grand 
Warden  A.  R.  West  of  Crescent  Lodge,  to  which 
Grand  Master  Luse  responded.  Music  for  occa- 
sions of  the  session  was  furnished  by  Brothers  J. 
O.  Baxter,  E.  Bliss,  G.  E.  and  C.  H.  Cogswell. 
Installation  of  officers  was  held  in  Greene's  Opera 
House,  to  which  the  Grand  Lodge  marched  from 
headquarters  hotel  under  escort  of  Apollo  Com- 
mandery  No.  26,  K.  T.,  Sir  Knight  James  Morton, 
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Eminent  Commander.  Crescent  held  sessions  on 
the  evenings  of  June  3,  4  and  5,  the  first  date  being 
regular  communication  of  the  lodge.  On  the  4th 
Andrew  J.  Martin  was  initiated  as  an  Entered 
Apprentice,  and  the  next  evening  the  Master  Ma- 
son's degree  was  conferred  upon  Bro.  A.  B.  Ev- 
erett. On  both  these  occasions  work  was  per- 
formed by  the  custodians  and  other  visiting 
brothers. 

The  cry  of  distress  has  never  been  unheeded  in 
Crescent  Lodge.  At  the  meeting  of  September  2, 
1879,  the  Secretary  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary of  Louisiana  the  sum  of  $10.00  for  the  re- 
lief of  brethren  who  might  be  sufferers  from  the 
great  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  that  year.  Other 
Iowa  lodges  were  equally  prompt  and  liberal  upon 
this  occasion,  and  joined  with  Masons  of  the  world 
in  bringing  aid  and  encouragement  to  stricken 
brethren. 

During  this  year  a  matter  arose  which  proved 
annoying  rather  than  troublesome.  This  was  no 
less  a  disturbance  than  the  establishment  of  a  clan- 
destine lodge  in  this  city.  The  trial  and  expulsion 
of  James  L.  Enos  has  already  been  noted  in  its 
proper  place.  To  this  man,  skilled  beyond  all  his 
immediate  fellows  in  things  of  the  craft,  Masonry 
was  as  an  essential  to  his  being.  Cast  out  because 
of  his  misdeeds,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  starting 
an  organization,  the  illegitimacy  of  which  he  well 
understood.  This  he  named  St.  John's  Lodge  No. 
I.  Mr.  Enos  was  known  in  the  town  as  a  promi- 
nent Mason,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  his  expulsion 
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was  matter  of  general  knowledge.  He  placed  fees 
for  conferring  the  three  degrees  at  $15.00,  and 
had  little  difficulty  in  inducing  some  twelve  or  fif- 
teen persons  to  join  his  spurious  body.  First  men- 
tion of  this  body  and  its  operations  is  found  in 
the  records  of  Crescent  Lodge  for  January  13, 
1879.  At  that  time  a  committee  consisting  of 
Bros.  John  O.  Baxter,  James  Huff  and  Henry  Ben- 
nett were  appointed  "  to  confer  with  a  like  commit- 
tee from  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  and  to  investigate 
the  matter  of  a  clandestine  lodge  of  Masons  or- 
ganized in  this  city  by  James  L.  Enos,  an  expelled 
Mason,  and  to  report  the  result  of  their  Investiga- 
tion to  a  meeting  of  the  lodges."  On  the  subject 
of  this  report  our  records  are  silent,  and  those  of 
Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  for  that  time  have  been  de- 
stroyed or  lost.  But  it  is  otherwise  ascertained 
that  a  meeting  of  both  lodges  was  held,  at  which 
the  joint  committee  reported  that  such  clandestine 
lodge,  and  also  a  bogus  chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  had  been  established  in  the  city,  and  the 
membership  therein  had  been  partially  ascertained. 
It  was  decided  to  inform  the  public  of  the  illegiti- 
macy of  these  bodies,  that  no  others  might  join  be- 
cause of  ignorance  of  their  character.  This  was  a 
sufficient  preventive,  and  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  i 
and  its  accompanying  chapter  soon  passed  to  the 
limbo  of  things  fraudulent  and  deceptive. 

But  first,  because  of  this,  Crescent  had  to  admin- 
ister discipline  severe  but  deserved.  An  Entered 
Apprentice  of  the  lodge,  having  failed  to  pass  bal- 
lot for  advancement,  was  Induced  to  petition  and 
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receive  second  and  third  degrees  in  this  unlawful 
body.  And  this  not  in  ignorance,  for  he  admitted 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  so-called  lodge. 
In  the  trial  held  Bro.  John  T.  Hamilton  conducted 
the  prosecution.  The  Entered  Apprentice,  having 
been  cited,  did  not  appear,  and  Bro.  Joseph  S.  An- 
derson was  appointed  to  safeguard  rights  of  the 
accused.  The  evidence  was  clear  and  convincing 
of  wilful  violation  of  Masonic  law,  and  expulsion 
was  the  just  verdict  of  the  lodge. 

To  finish  with  this  subject  it  may  be  said  that 
another  brother,  a  Master  Mason  and  member  of 
Crescent  Lodge,  was  suspected  of  having  some 
connection  with  this  clandestinism.  But  thorough 
investigation  having  been  made,  it  was  found  that 
such  suspicions  were  unfounded. 

Officers  elected  April  7,  1879,  for  the  ensuing 
Masonic  year  were : 

Thomas  AI.  Giberson,  \Yorshipful  Master. 
William  H.  Smouse,  Senior  Warden. 
Edgar  A.  Charles,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
Henr)-  Bennett,  Secretar)'. 
Appointive  officers  are  thus  named: 
C.  L.  Mullen,  Senior  Deacon. 
Robert  T.  Jones,  Junior  Deacon. 
A.  B.  Everett,  Senior  Steward. 
Alexander  Charles,  Junior  Steward. 
William  H.  Thompson,  Tyler. 

The  installation,  occurring  June  17,  1879,  was 
a  joint  affair  with  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge.     Bro.  A. 
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R.   West,   installing   officer,    and  Bro.  George  R. 
Skinner,  Marshal. 

Summary  of  work  for  the  year  thus  ended 
shows  as  follows: 

Initiations — Andrew  J.  Martin,  June  4,  1878; 
WiUiam  A.  Gairns,  July  8,  1878;  C.  C.  Cook, 
August  14,  1878;  Edgar  A.  Charles,  October  14, 
1878. 

Passings — A.  B.  Everett,  May  6,  1878;  An- 
drew J.  Martin,  July  29,  1878  ;  Edgar  A.  Charles, 
November  11,  1878. 

Raisings — A.  B.  Everett,  June  5,  1878;  An- 
drew J.  Martin,  September  22,  1878;  Edgar  A. 
Charles,  January  13,  1879. 

Admissions — Samuel  Ringgold,  May  6,  1878; 
Edward  L.  Day  and  James  Huff,  June  3,  1878; 
F.  L.  Sherwood,  January  6,  1879;  Henry  Erff- 
meyer,  April  7,  1879. 

Reinstatements — A.  R.  Westcott,  December 
10,  1878;  J.  M.  Canfield,  January  6,   1879. 

Deaths — ^T.  E.  Ruch,  October  13,   1878. 

Demissions — A.  J.  Reber,  May  6,  1878;  F.  F. 
Dana,  August  5,  1878;  W.  O.  McClain  and 
Stockwell  Liddle,  September  2,  1878;  A.  Kling, 
November  4,  1878;  John  H.  Ray,  March  3, 
1879. 

A  gain  of  three  in  membership  is  noted,  but  an 
error  detected  in  returns  of  previous  year  made 
total  but  two  above  the  previous  figures,  there 
being  98  members  in  good  standing  May  i,  1879. 
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Grand  Lodge  dues  on    work    and    membership, 
$54.00. 

1 879-1 880. — It  is  evident  that  Masons  were 
"worked"  then,  as  now,  on  strength  of  their 
affiliations.  We  find  the  Secretary  of  Crescent 
Lodge  instructed  "not  to  give  a  list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  lodge  to  anyone  applying  for  the  same 
for  the  purpose  of  canvassing,  or  for  the  sale  of 
any  article,  or  for  any  kind  of  subscription,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  than  purely  Masonic  work." 

We  find  also  that  the  lodges  of  this  city  are 
owners  of  a  cemetery  lot.  This  information 
comes  from  an  entry  made  May  5,  1879,  wherein 
it  is  stated  that  Crescent  paid  half  of  the  sum  of 
$30.00  for  such  lot,  Mt.  Hermon  paying  an  equal 
amount.  This  was  purchased  more  than  a  year 
before  to  provide  a  burial  place  for  the  body  of 
Bro.  Kitteridge,  of  Milwaukee. 

At  the  meeting  just  mentioned  a  proposal  was 
made  to  amend  by-laws  of  the  lodge,  reducing 
the  fees  for  degrees.  This  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  instructed  to  consult  with  a  like  com- 
mittee from  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge.  Report  was 
made  at  next  regular,  and  upon  recommendation 
of  this  joint  committee  it  was  decided  to  make  no 
change  in  amount  of  fees. 

Bro.  Rob.  Morris,  of  Kentucky,  the  traveler 
and  Masonic  poet,  was  in  Iowa  during  the  year 
1879  pushing  his  peculiar  views  on  the  "work." 
Some  economically-minded  brother  who  yet  wished 
for  entertainment  made  motion  that  "the  Secre- 
tary be   instructed  to   confer  with   the   Secretary 
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of  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  in  relation  to  inviting 
Rob.  Morris  to  lecture  before  the  brethren,  pro- 
vided that  there  is  no  expense  attached  to  it  other 
than  heating  and  lighting  the  lodge  room."  The 
distinguished  Mason  accepted  the  invitation  and 
delivered  his  lecture  on  the  "Holy  Land,"  at  a 
special  meeting  held  November  17,  1879. 
Though  the  record  is  silent  upon  the  point,  we 
are  otherwise  informed  that  a  collection  was  taken 
to  remunerate  the  lecturer. 

On  October  16,  1879,  death  called  from  earthly 
labor  Bro.  Ephraim  S.  Hill  of  Crescent  Lodge. 
The  funeral  occurred  on  the  i8th,  under  direction 
of  the  Masonic  bodies,  and  was  very  largely  at- 
tended. Bro.  Hill  was  a  prominent  figure  in  the 
city,  and  had  long  been  identified  with  its  busi- 
ness interests.  He  was  mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids 
in  1872.  Following  this  term  he  served  as  chief 
of  the  local  fire  department,  and  to  him  was  given 
much  credit  for  efficiency  and  thorough  organiza- 
tion of  the  old  volunteers.  A  writer  of  the  time 
thus  sums  up  his  qualifications:  "A  scholar,  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  natural  ability,  gentle- 
manly in  intercourse  with  his  fellows,  earnest  in 
all  his  undertakings,  and  a  most  efficient  business 
man,  he  has  been  indeed  useful  in  his  generation, 
and  has  done  much  to  forward  the  interests  of  our 
city."  He  was  besides  an  active  temperance 
worker,  and  at  time  of  his  death  was  president  of 
the  Cedar  Rapids  Reform  Club.  The  remains 
were  followed  to  the  grave  in  Oak  Hill  cemetery 
by  the   Masonic  fraternity,   the  mayor  and  city 
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council,  the  fire  department,  members  of  the  Re- 
form Club  and  a  long  procession  of  citizens. 

Question  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  as  between 
lodges  was  differently  construed  at  that  time  than 
now.  A  petition  presented  to  Crescent  Lodge 
was  refused,  on  ground  that  the  petitioner  had 
previously  been  rejected  in  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge, 
and  therefore  remained  the  material  of  that  body. 

At  the  meeting  of  November  3,  1879,  there 
was  presented  petition  for  affiliation  from  Bro. 
Zelotus  Farr,  bringing  demit  from  Valley  Lodge 
No.  60,  of  Sparta,  Wisconsin.  This  is  given  spe- 
cial mention  because  of  the  fact  that  for  so  many 
years,  and  until  time  of  his  death,  Bro.  Farr 
guarded  the  outer  door  for  all  the  Masonic  bodies 
meeting  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Very  many  of  us  have 
cause  to  remember  the  old  man  for  cheery  greeting 
and  wholesome  counsel  when  as  neophytes  we  en- 
tered the  Tyler's  room. 

A  very  pleasant  event  was  the  reception  ten- 
dered by  Crescent  Lodge  in  behalf  of  all  Masons 
in  the  city,  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Bro.  A. 
C.  Abbott,  January  29,   1880. 

Nor  should  we  pass  without  mentioning  the 
death  of  Bro.  T.  Z.  Cook,  which  occurred  Decem- 
ber 25,  1879.  It  is  true  that  Bro.  Cook  had  been 
for  some  years  a  member  of  the  sister  lodge,  but 
he  had  long  previously  been  upon  the  roster  of 
Crescent.  He  was  Senior  Warden  and  Acting 
Master  of  our  body  when  at  head  of  the  first  mili- 
tary company  raised  in  Linn  county  he  left  Cedar 
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Rapids  for  the  battlefields  of  the  South.  He 
served  gallantly  in  the  brief  campaign  which  ended 
at  Wilson's  Creek,  Missouri,  where  he  and  his 
men  shared  in  all  the  honors  of  the  First  Iowa 
Regiment.  His  military  ability  brought  him 
speedy  promotion  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
Eighteenth  Iowa.  He  was  a  gallant  soldier,  a 
clean-handed  man  of  affairs,  a  devoted  friend  and 
a  true  Mason. 

Election  of  officers  was  held  April  5,  1880, 
choice  of  the  brethren  being  as  follows: 

Thomas  M.  Giberson,  Worshipful  Master. 

Charles  L.  Mullen,  Senior  Warden. 

P.   S.   Robertson,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Henry  Bennett,  Secretary. 

Henry  Erffmeyer,  Senior  Deacon. 

John  Buchanan,  Junior  Deacon. 

D.  D.  Frazee,  Senior  Steward. 

E.  W.  S.  Otto,  Junior  Steward. 
Zelotus  Farr,  Tyler. 

Summary  of  work  for  year  ending  May  i, 
1880: 

Initiations — Charles  F.  Luberger  and  W.  K. 
Taylor,  July  7,  1879;  J-  B-  Smouse,  July  14, 
1878;  Charles  J.  Fox,  July  21,  1879;  D.  D. 
Frazee,  February  2,  1880;  H.  B.  Soutter  and  C. 
B.  Keeler,  February  10,  1880;  E.  H.  Meyers, 
April  21,  1880. 

Passings — Charles  F.  Luberger  and  W.  K. 
Taylor,  August  4,  1879;  J.  B.  Smouse,  August  11, 
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1879;  D.  D.  Frazee,  H.  B.  Soutter  and  C.  B. 
Keeler,  March  8,  1880;  W.  A.  Gairns,  April  21, 
1880. 

Raisings — J.  B.  Smouse,  September  8,  1879; 
W.  K.  Taylor,  October  6,  1879;  Charles  F. 
Luberger,  November  10,  1879;  C.  B.  Keeler, 
April  13,  1880;  D.  D.  Frazee  and  H.  B.  Soutter, 
April  26,  1880. 

Admissions — Adolphus  Linn,  George  B.  Engle, 
Jr.,  A.  Youngkin,  October  6,  1879;  Charles  B. 
Shipton,  November  3,  1879;  Edmund  M.  Sawyer 
and  Zelotus  Farr,  December  i,  1879;  S.  T.  Wig- 
gins, January  5,  1880;  John  Buchanan,  February 
2,  1880;  F.  F.  Dana,  March  i,  1880. 

Reinstatements — WiUiam  Walker,  October  6, 
1879. 

Deaths — Ephraim  S.  Hill,  October  16,  1879. 

Demissions — Henry  G.  Angle,  June  2,  1879; 
Jacob  A.  Hildebrand  and  Joseph  A.  Colcord, 
July  7,  1879;  William  Elsom  and  C.  W.  Burton, 
October  6,  1879. 

Suspensions — William  Steenson,  H.  C.  More- 
head,  M.  T.  Bell,  S.  M.  Probst  and  Henry  Ben- 
nett, Sr.,  November  3,  1879. 

For  the  year  the  total  increase  was  sixteen,  with 
loss  of  eleven,  the  total  number  of  members  stand- 
ing at  exactly  one  hundred.  Grand  Lodge  dues 
for  the  year  reached  a  total  of  $60.00. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

1880-1885. 

1880-1 88 1 — Crescent  Lodge  entered  upon  the 
new  decade  with  a  total  membership  of  nine- 
ty-nine, and  from  thence  its  growth  in  numbers  be- 
came more  marked. 

At  the  session  of  Grand  Lodge  held  at  Daven- 
port June  7,  1 88 1,  it  does  not  appear  that  this 
lodge  had  any  representative  in  attendance,  nor 
does  there  appear  in  the  proceedings  for  the  year 
any  reference  to  local  Masonic  affairs.  Hence 
with  no  other  guide  we  could  be  certain  that  the 
Craft  here  dwelt  in  harmony  and  were  in  all  things 
observant  of  the  law. 

Evidently  some  of  the  Masonic  lodges  of  the 
country  covered  a  wide  range  in  their  activities, 
some  of  the  subjects  in  which  they  were  interested 
appearing  to  us  now  as  without  the  province  of  the 
fraternity.  Thus  on  May  3,  1880,  a  communica- 
tion was  received  from  lodge  at  Red  Wing,  Minn., 
asking  for  aid  to  build  a  church,  which  was  placed 
on  file.  The  local  brethren  doubtless  did  their 
full  share  individually  in  building  and  supporting 
churches  at  home,  and  did  not  feel  called  upon  as 
a  lodge  to  aid  in  this  laudable  work  elsewhere. 

There  was  at  that  time  a  lodge  in  Solon,  which 
owing  to  limited  population  within  its  jurisdiction 
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was  hard  pressed  for  material.  June  7th  the 
brethren  there  asEed  that  Crescent  Lodge  waive 
jurisdiction  over  a  citizen  of  Cedar  Rapids  and 
allow  him  to  petition  at  Solon.  This  request  was 
very  properly  denied. 

Two  brothers,  who  had  been  charter  members 
of  Crescent  Lodge,  and  through  the  years  had 
been  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  Craft,  passed 
away  during  the  year  under  review.  These  were 
Bro.  George  Greene,  whose  death  occurred  June 
23,  1880,  and  Bro.  N.  B.  Brown,  who  departed 
this  Hfe  September  16,  1886.  Neither  of  these 
brothers  were  members  of  Crescent  Lodge,  having 
joined  with  others  in  the  establishment  of  Mt. 
Hermon.  But  as  was  fitting  both  lodges  and  their 
memberships  united  to  do  honor  to  the  memory' 
of  these  old  and  worthy  Craftsmen.  Details  of 
their  lives  and  labors  are  given  in  the  chapter  of 
this  work  devoted  to  charter  members  of  the  lodge. 

At  the  stated  communication  of  September  6 
an  amendment  to  the  by-laws  was  proposed,  strik- 
ing out  that  section  which  provided  that  "the  fee 
for  membership  shall  be  $2.00,  to  accompany  the 
petition."  At  the  November  meeting  this  was 
adopted. 

The  idea  of  preparing  a  lodge  history  has  long 
been  favored  by  local  brethren.  Thus  m  the  rec- 
ord of  February  7,  1881,  we  read: 

"A  committee,  consisting  of  Bros.  A.  R.  West, 
E.  H.  Meyers,  W.  H.  Smouse  and  Henry  Ben- 
nett, was  appointed  to  look  up  matter  of  cost  of 
compiling  names  of  members  since  the  organiza- 
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tion  of  Crescent  Lodge,  and  writing  a  short  synop- 
sis of  the  history  of  the  lodge." 

There  is  no  mention  made  of  any  report  having 
been  presented  by  this  committee,  nor  do  the  living 
members  thereof  have  any  clear  remembrance  of 
the  results  of  their  inquiries.  It  was  unfortunate 
that  the  matter  was  not  then  pressed  to  perform- 
ance. Many  events  of  the  past  were  then  to  be 
sought  out  and  recovered  which  now  are  lost  be- 
yond recovery.  The  threads  of  personal  recollec- 
tions, since  snapped  by  death,  would  then  have 
carried  back  the  story  with  greater  fullness  and 
accuracy  than  is  now  possible.  "We  found  the 
early  records  of  the  lodge  destroyed,"  says  one 
member  of  the  committee  named,  "and  did  not  be- 
lieve it  possible  to  reconstruct  the  missing  period, 
at  least  not  within  such  limit  of  cost  as  the  lodge 
could  then  affoi'd." 

March  13,  1881,  the  lodge  was  called  upon  to 
accompany  to  the  grave  the  mortal  remains  of 
Bro.  Gabriel  Carpenter,  another  of  the  worthies 
having  honored  name  among  the  pioneers.  Again 
on  April  i  death  called  Bro.  Jere  Lynch  from 
among  the  Craftsmen.  Still  another  loss  was  thus 
sustained  during  the  year,  Bro.  C.  P.  Gilkison  on 
May  29,  1880,  yielding  to  the  destroyer  after  long 
struggle  with  sickness  and  misfortune. 

Frequent  notes  in  the  minutes  indicate  that  time 
was  spent  after  business  of  regular  meetings  in 
social  enjoyment  and  brotherly  intercourse.  We 
are  informed  by  those  who  were  then  regular  at- 
tendants, that  these  meetings  were  looked  forward 
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to  with  glad  anticipation  and  long  remembered  as 
pleasant  occasions.  It  is  the  natural  tendency  of 
age  to  magnify  things  of  more  buoyant  and  active 
years,  hence  we  can  pardon  one  of  our  more  an- 
cient brethren  who  compared  those  past  gatherings 
with  meetings  of  the  present  time,  somewhat  un- 
favorably to  these  latter.  "The  lodge  was  smaller 
then,"  he  said,  "and  the  members  were  better  ac- 
quainted Avith  each  other  and  more  closely  drawn 
together.  I  think  that  to  be  a  Mason  meant  more 
then  than  now,  because  the  strength  of  the  broth- 
erly tie  was  more  apparent." 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  year  1880-1881 
was  held  April  4,  1881,  resulting  in  choice  of  the 
following  brethren: 

Wm.  H.  Smouse,  Worshipful  Master. 
P.  S.  Robertson,  Senior  Warden. 
Henry  Erffmeyer,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
D.  D.  Frazee,  Secretary. 
The  appointive  officers  were : 
Charles  Grosjean,  Senior  Deacon. 
J.  B.  Smouse,  Junior  Deacon. 
Oscar  Solomon,  Senior  Steward. 
H.  Rademecker,  Junior  Steward. 
Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

Of  these  latter  offices  that  of  Senior  Deacon 
was  unfilled  for  some  time,  until  finally  Bro.  Gros- 
jean, who  did  not  receive  the  Master  Mason's  de- 
gree until  August  8,  1881,  was  appointed,  almost 
at  once  after  his  raising. 


228  History  Crescent  Lodge 

A  recapitulation  oi  the  yeat's  work  is  as  follows : 

Initiations— J.  C.  Tindall  and  Geo.  W.  Whitfe- 

rrian,  June  28,   1880;  John  Morgan,  October  12, 

1880;  D.  H.  De  Gear,  October  12,  1880;  Oscar 

Sblomon,   November  8,   1880. 

Passings — E.  H.  Meyers,  May  10,  1880;  Geo. 
W.  Whiteman,  September  27,  1880;  Oscar  Sol- 
omon, February  14,  1881;  D.  H.  De  Gear,  April 
II,   1881. 

Raisings — W.  A.  Gairns,  June  14,  1880;  E. 
H.  Meyers,  July  12,  1880;  Geo.  W.  Whiteman, 
December  13,  1880;  Oscar  Solomon,  March  16, 
1 88 1. 

Admissions — J.  R.  Amidon  and  Jere  Lynch, 
June  7,  1880;  J.  W.  Augsbury,  December  8,  1880. 

Reinstatements — Morgan  Parks,  December  8, 
1880.     (Suspended  in  1866.) 

Deaths — Gabriel  Carpenter,  March  10,  1881; 
C.  P.  Gilkison,  May  29,  1880;  Jere  Lynch,  April 
I,  1881. 

Demissions — George  M.  Olmsted,  August  2, 
1880;  Morgan  Parks,  February  7,  1881. 

1 881-1882 — After  much  investigation  of  rooms 
available  the  lodge  at  its  regular  of  June  6,  188 1, 
resolved,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  local  Ma- 
sonic bodies,  to  accept  new  lease  of  lodge  hall  at 
the  corner  of  First  avenue  and  Second  street,  for 
a'  term  of  five  years,  with  privilege  of  renewal  for 
a  like  term.  The  occupancy  of  these  quarters 
necessitated  new  furnishings.  At  the  meeting  of 
September  5   a  committee  was  appointed  to  cori- 
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sider  the  financial  condition  of  the  io4ge,  and  to 
estimate  Crescent's  share, in  the  expense  of  refur- 
nishing. This  committee  at  the  next  regular  meet- 
ing made  report.  From  this  it  appears  that  the 
Treasurer  held  $276.26  in  cash  and  that  $335,.90 
of  dues  were  outstanding.  The  total  cost  of  neces- 
sary refurnishiqgs  was  estimated  at  from  $800.00 
to  $1200.00,  of  which  amount  Crescent's  share 
would  be  one-fourth,  so  far  as  was  to  be  expended 
in  preparation  room,  committee  room  and  kitchen, 
and  one-sixth  of  the  amount  for  parlor.  Red  Cross 
and  main  hall  rooms.  Bros.  W.  H.  Smouse,  Wor- 
shipful Master;  P.  S.  Robertson,  Senior  Warden 
and  Past  Master  T.  M.  Giberson  were  appointed 
"to  act  in  conjunction  with  committees  from  the 
other  bodies,  and  given  power  to  draw  the  neces- 
sary funds  to  aid  in  the  work,  as  required."  The 
first  order  drawn  by  this  committee  was  for  $200, 
and  is  dated  December  5,  1881. 

On  the  evening  of  March  6,  1882,  Bro.  Jacob 
Fox,  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  lodge,  asked 
for  and  was  granted  a  demit,  he  being  about  to 
remove  to  the  then  Territory  of  Washington.  Just 
before  close  of  business,  in  a  little  speech,  not  of 
set  terms  but  of  heartfelt  words,  he  presented  to 
the  lodge  a  set  of  gavels  of  his  own  workmanship. 
He  asked  that  these  be  accepted  as  token  of  his  love 
for  the  lodge  and  the  brethren  and  expressed  hope 
that  use  of  these  necessary  instruments  might  serve 
from  time  to  time  to  call  him  to  remembrance. 
The  gavels  were  received  by  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter with  a  few  words  of  thanks  and  good  wishes 
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for  Bro.  Fox,  and  others  present  joined  in  bidding 
him  God-speed  on  his  intended  journey  and  success 
in  his  new  and  far  away  home.  These  gavels  are 
the  same  still  in  use  by  the  officers  of  Crescent 
lodge. 

The  minutes  6f  the  year  are  remarkably  full 
and  complete,  but  these  contain  little  beyond  rec- 
ord of  work  accomplished  and  routine  matters 
which  are  not  of  value  to  our  present  purpose.  On 
April  3,  1882,  there  is,  however,  a  peculiar  entry, 
as  follows:  "Upon  motion  of  Bro.  West  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted:  Resolved,  that 
this  lodge  condemns  the  action  of  the  committee  in 
regard  to  the  postponement  of  the  proposed  Ma- 
sonic sociable."  These  lines  are  erased  in  the 
record.  Reference  to  minutes  of  the  May  regular 
gives  this  explanation: 

"The  Worshipful  Master  stated  that  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master  had  requested  that  the 
resolution  condemning  the  action  of  the  committee 
in  regard  to  the  proposed  Masonic  sociable,  which 
was  adopted  by  this  lodge  at  its  last  regular  meet- 
ing, be  erased  from  the  minutes  of  said  meeting." 

At  the  April  stated  meeting  officers  were 
elected,  the  choice  of  the  lodge  being: 

E.  A.  Charles,  Worshipful  Master. 

P.  S.  Robertson,  Senior  Warden. 

Henry  Erffmeyer,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

H.  B.  Soutter,  Secretary. 

Charles  Grosjean,  Senior  Deacon. 

J.  C.  Hurlburt,  Junior  Deacon. 
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Henri  Rademecker,  Senior  Steward. 
E.  H.  Meyers,  Junior  Steward. 
Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

The  degree  work  and  other  matters  pertaining 
to  membership  are  thus  summarized: 

Initiations — Charles  Grosjean,  May  2,  1881; 
George  M.  Schumm,  July  11,  1881;  David  E. 
Miller,  October  10,  1881 ;  L.  W.  Burt,  November 
10,  1 881;  William  Beyer,  February  13,  1882;  P. 
Martel,  March  13,  1882. 

Passings — Charles  Grosjean,  July  11,  1881; 
George  M.  Schumm,  September  12,  1881;  David 
E.  Miller,  February  8,  1882;  L.  W-  Burt,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1882;  William  Beyer,  March  13,  1882. 

Raisings — Charles  Grosjean,   August   8,    1881; 

<jeorge   M.   Schumm,  October   19,   1881;   David 

E.  Miller,  April  10,  1882;  L.  W.  Burt,  April  10, 

1882;  William  Beyer,  April  18,  1882;  D.  H.  De 

Gear,  April  18,  1882. 

Admissions — H.  Rademecker,  June  6,  1881; 
J.  C.  Hurlburt  and  C.  H.  French,  February  6, 
1882;  E.  C.  Barber  and  W.  S.  Moulton,  April  3, 
1882. 

Died — Charles  B.  Shipton,  February  14,  1882. 

Demissions — G.  E.  Cogswell  and  Nat.  Green, 
July  4,  1 881;  Sam  Neidig,  November  7,  1881; 
Jacob  Fox,  March  6,  1882;  C.  L.  Mullen,  April 
3,  1882. 

The  total  of  membership  had  by  this  time  in- 
creased to  114,  and  Grand  Lodge  dues  for  the 
year  were  $65.00. 
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1 882-1 8  83 — Incidental  reference  was  made 
some  pages  back  to  Wayfaring  Lodge  No.  385  at 
Solon,  near  this  city.  Its  conduct  resulting  in  rev- 
ocation of  charter  and  subsequent  proceedings  be- 
comes part  of  the  history  of  Crescent  Lodge.  At 
Grand  Lodge  session  of  1881  it  was  complained 
that  Wayfaring  Lodge  had  refused  to  bring  one 
of  its  members  to  trial,  thus  disregarding  the  man- 
date of  Grand  Lodge.  The  Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances  recommended  that  the  charter  of 
the  lodge  be  revoked.  Such  action  was  taken  by 
Grand  Master  George  B.  Van  Saun.  In  his  an- 
nual address,  before  Grand  Lodge  at  Des  Moines, 
session  of  1882,  Bro.  Van  Saun  said: 

"This  insubordinate  lodge  was  visited  by  Past 
Deputy  Grand  Master  A.  R.  West,  as  my  special 
deputy,  in  July  last,  with  authority  to  carry  out 
directions  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  duty  he  ably 
performed,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  encoun- 
tered, by  taking  the  charter  and  what  little  prop- 
erty of  the  lodge  he  could  find,  and  forwarded 
the  same  to  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  at  Iowa 
City.  From  Bro.  West's  report  I  feel  well  as- 
sured that  the  brethren  of  that  lodge,  or  many  of 
them,  have  openly  and  intentionally  defied  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  attempted  to  bring  this  grand 
body  into  disrepute  by  their  unwarranted  proceed- 
ings. I  forwarded  proper  papers  to  Crescent 
Lodge  No.  25,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  with  orders  to 
prefer  charges  against  the  seven  brethren  who  met 
at  Solon  November  13,  1880,  and  in  violation  of 
law  issued  to  themselves  so-called  demits,  and  if 
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found  guilty  of  treating  the  orders  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  and  her  officers  with  disrespect  and  con- 
tempt, to  punish  them  accordingly.  Charges  were 
preferred  by  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  on  May  ist, 
and  justice  will  no  doubt  be  meted  out  to  the  con- 
tumacious brethren." 

The  letter  of  Grand  Master,  instructing  Cres- 
cent Lodge  to  bring  these  brethren  to  trial,  appears 
of  record  in  the  minutes  of  May  i,  1882,  and  is 
as  follows : 


To  the  Worshipful  Master  of  Crescent  LcKlge  No. 
25,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Herewith  find  order 
directing  your  lodge  to  proceed  against  the  mem- 
bers of  the  defunct  lodge.  Wayfaring  No.  385,  for 
un-masonic  conduct.  I  also  hand  you  copy  of  the 
proceeedings  of  that  lodge  held  November  13, 
1880,  when  they  presented  each  other  with  demits, 
-which  are  illegal  and  of  no  account.  These  they 
were  ordered  to  return,  but  have  not,  which  shows 
for  itself  their  intention  to  disobey  the  edicts  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  You  will  have  your  Secretary 
make  out  charges  under  the  advice  of  Bro.  A.  R. 
West,  who  is  fully  posted  on  the  whole  affair,  cit- 
ing the  accused  to  appear  for  trial  in  accordance 
with  law.  I  would  like  very  much  to  have  this 
matter  closed  up  before  the  next  Grand  Lodge. 
It  is  very  probable  that  they  will  not  appear  and 
answer.     If  they  do  not,  proceed  as  our  law  In- 
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dicates.    Have  Bro.  West  act  for  me,  or  in  behalf 
of  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  yours, 
GEORGE  B.  VAN  SAUN, 
Grand  Master. 

The  edict  accompanying  this  letter  sets  forth  in 
more  detail  the  actions  complained  of,  and  named 
Bros.  W.  J.  McCune,  L.  G.  Swafford,  R.  M.  Nes- 
bitt,  C.  G.  Swafford,  A.  C.  Swafford,  L.  Clark, 
J.  M.  Brown  and  E.  M.  Burgess  as  the  offenders. 

The  charges,  which  were  signed  by  Bro.  Henry 
Erffmeyer,  as  Junior  Warden  of  Crescent  Lodge, 
were  eight  in  number,  with  several  specifications 
under  each.  These  gave  the  accusations  in  ample 
detail  and  with  all  of  legal  verbiage  and  covering 
the  cases  of  all  those  named  as  defendants. 

The  trial  lodge  for  hearing  and  disposition  of 
these  cases  convened  May  i8,  1882.  Bro.  A.  R. 
West  appeared  as  attorney  for  the  lodge  and 
Grand  Lodge.  Bro.  George  W.  Ball  of  Iowa 
City  (afterwards  Grand  Master)  was  counsel  for 
defendants.  Bro.  Thos.  M.  Giberson  acted  as 
Worshipful  Master  and  Bro.  Henry  Bennett  as 
Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  charges  against  Bro.  W.  J.  McCune,  form- 
erly W.  M.  of  Wayfaring  Lodge,  were  read.  Speci- 
fication four  of  the  charge  against  him,  accusing  of 
having  ordered  the  Secretary  to  make  out  a  demit 
for  him  (McCune)  receiving  the  same  and  refus- 
ing to  deliver  it  upon  order  of  the  Grand  Master, 
was  withdrawn  by  the  prosecution.  To  the  other 
specifications  Bro.   McCune  pleaded    guilty,    yet 
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urged  that  he  did  not  wilfully  violate  the  orders  of 
Grand  Lodge.  His  attorney  presented  objection 
to  the  trial  in  Crescent  Lodge,  alleging  that  it  had 
no  jurisdiction,  as  the  residence  of  accused  was 
nearer  the  lodges  at  Iowa  City,  West  Branch  or 
Mount  Vernon.  Ballot  being  taken  upon  degree 
of  punishment,  following  such  plea  of  guilty,  Bro. 
W.  J.  McCune  was  declared  suspended.  Notice 
of  appeal  to  Grand  Lodge  was  at  once  given. 

To  the  charges  against  him  Bro.  A.  C.  Swaf- 
ford  pleaded  not  guilty  and  the  same  objection  as 
to  jurisdiction  of  Crescent  Lodge  was  entered. 
This,  and  further  objection  as  to  sufficiency  of 
specifications  were  overruled.  Much  documentary 
evidence  was  put  in,  and  Bro.  A.  R.  West  gave  as 
testimony  his  connection  with  the  case  as  special 
deputy  for  the  Grand  Master.  Bro.  Swafford  tes- 
tified in  his  own  behalf,  denying  that  his  demit  had 
been  wrongfully  obtained,  or  that  he  had  known 
of  a  demand  for  its  return.  Upon  ballot  Bro.  A. 
C.  Swafford  was  acquitted. 

The  charges  against  Bro.  L.  M.  Swafford  were 
then  withdrawn.  The  trial  lodge  was  called  from 
labor  to  refreshment  until  May  24. 

At  this  latter  date  the  hearings  were  resumed, 
Bro.  T.  M.  Giberson  as  Acting  Master  of  the 
lodge.  The  charges  against  Bro.  E.  M.  Burgess 
were  taken  up.  The  accused  not  appearing,  per- 
sonally or  by  attorney,  Bro.  J.  S.  Anderson  was 
appointed  as  his  counsel.  To  a  reading  of  the 
charges  formal  plea  of  "not  guilty"  was  entered. 
Bro.  A.  R.  West  presented  evidence  for  the  prose- 
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cutlon,  no  showing  being  made  for  the  defence. 
Ballot  being  taken  resulted  in  suspension  of  Bro. 
E.  M.  Burgess. 

Next  were  the  charges  against  Bro.  J.  M. 
Brown.  At  request  of  the  accused  Bro.  J.  S.  An- 
derson was  appointed  as  his  attorney.  In  answer  to 
the  documentary  evidence  presented  by  prosecu- 
tion Bro.  Brown  in  his  own  behalf  testified  that 
at  the  session  of  Wayfaring  Lodge  at  which  ac- 
tions complained  of  were  taken  he  acted  as  Tyler, 
and  as  such  was  not  inside  the  lodge  room.  He 
had  been  made  a  Mason  only  about  three  months 
previously  and  was  not  versed  in  lodge  affairs. 
Upon  motion  of  defendant's  attorney  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Bro.  E.  M.  Brown  was  dismissed  and  he 
was  declared  acquitted. 

In  the  case  against  Bro.  L.  G.  Swafford  plea  of 
not  guilty  was  entered.  Accused  declined  offer  to 
appoint  attorney  in  his  behalf.  In  his  own  behalf 
testified  to  receiving  a  demit,  but  supposed  the 
same  to  have  been  properly  granted,  and  had  re- 
ceived no  demand  for  Its  return.  Had  since  de- 
livered the  demit  to  Bro.  A.  R.  West.  Bro.  Swaf- 
ford was  acquitted  upon  proper  ballot  taken. 

The  remaining  charges,  being  those  against 
Bros.  L.  Clark  and  R.  M.  Nesbit,  were  then  with- 
drawn and  the  cases  were  ended. 

The  action  of  Crescent  Lodge  in  suspending 
Bros.  W.  J.  McCune  and  E.  M.  Burgess  was  sus- 
tained on  appeal  to  Grand  Lodge. 

Going  back  to  the  narrative  of  regular  proceed- 
ings of  the  lodge  we  find  that  on  May  i6th  charges 
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of  non-payment  of  dues  were  preferred  against  a 
number  of  brethren  and  the  following  were  sus- 
pended :  H.  A.  Lyons,  N.  D.  Pope,  John  Seanor, 
Samuel  Whitney,  A.  R.  Westcott  and  J.  M.  Can- 
field. 

Bit).  William  Gairns,  after  struggling  against 
disease,  passed  away  in  June,  1882.  The  lodge 
conducted  the  funeral  service,  and  Bros.  A.  R. 
West,  B.  F.  Rowland  and  J.  O.  Baxter,  appointed 
a  c6mmittee  to  draft  suitable  resolutions,  presented 
beautiful  report  reflecting  fraternal  sorrow. 

The  matter  of  a  "Masonic  sociable,"  which  had, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  resulted  in  an  erasure  of 
the  records  by  order  of  Grand  Master,  had  not  yet 
been  entirely  settled.  At  the  meeting  of  June  5, 
1882,  Bro.  Alexander  Laurance  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  that  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  mat- 
ter of  festival  a  pubUc  installation  of  officers  Be 
held  on  Tuesday,  June  23,  and  that  Mt.  Hermon 
Lodge  be  respectfully  asked  to  join  in  the  same, 
with  a  social  entertainment  for  families  and 
friends." 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  this  occasion  were  Bros.  Henry 
Erffmeyer,  E.  W.  S.  Otto  and  E.  A.  Charles. 
TTiis  committee  was  authorized  to  prepare  sudi 
entertainment  as  their  best  judgment  might 
prompt.  The  proposition  was  concurred  in  by  Mt. 
Hermon  Lodge.  Our  records  are  silent  on  the 
subject  of  this  public  installation  and  entertain- 
ment, no  ehtry  being  made  for  the  date  indicated 
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But  from  the  daily  press  of  the  city  we  learn  that 
the  occasion  was  one  of  great  enjoyment  and  very 
largely  attended.  Speechmaking,  music  and  a 
banquet  were  upon  the  program.  The  elaborate 
nature  of  the  event  may  be  judged  from  report  of 
the  committee  on  arrangements,  which  brought  in 
a  bill  of  $46.39  as  Crescent's  share  of  expenses 
then  incurred. 

The  representatives  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
lodges — W.  H.  Smouse  for  Crescent  and  J.  G. 
Graves  for  Mt.  Hermon — were  instructed  to  in- 
vite the  Grand  Lodge  to  hold  its  1883  session  in 
this  city.  This  invitation  was  presented  and 
pushed  so  effectually  that  Cedar  Rapids  was  chosen 
as  place  of  next  meeting. 

On  the  evening  of  November  24,  1882,  Grand 
Master  Van  Saun  was  a  visitor  of  the  lodge.  He 
"exemplified  the  work  and  ritual  of  the  three  de- 
grees of  Masonry,  as  adopted  by  the  board  of 
custodians." 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  December  4  there  is 
first  record  of  action  which  has  since  grown  into 
custom — appropriate  to  the  season  and  to  the  rela- 
tions of  those  concerned.  It  was  moved  that  the 
Worshipful  Master,  on  behalf  of  the  lodge,  pre- 
sent to  all  widows  of  deceased  members  of  the 
lodge  a  barrel  of  flour  on  Christmas  Eve.  To  this 
Bro.  Otto  added,  instructing  the  further  gift  of  a 
Christmas  turkey  to  each  such  widow,  agreeing  to 
personally  provide  the  funds  for  this  addition. 
Ever  since  that  time  Christmas  has  brought  to  the 
families  of  deceased   members    a    substantial    re- 
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membrance.  The  nature  of  the  gifts  has  varied, 
but  the  custom  has  not  since  changed. 

Regular  and  special  meetings  through  remain- 
der of  the  Masonic  year  show  a  very  active  condi- 
tion, as  will  be  revealed  in  the  summary. 

The  election  of  officers  occurred  April  2,  1883, 
resulting : 

E.  A.  Charles,  Worshipful  Master. 

Henry  Erffmeyer,  Senior  Warden. 

J.  C.  Hurlburt,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Henri  Rademecker,  Secretary. 

The  following  were  the  appointive  officers  for 
the  year: 

William  Elsom,  Senior  Deacon. 

M.  J.  Smith,  Junior  Deacon. 

D.  E.  Miller,  Senior  Steward. 

H.  L.  Phelps,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

At  this  same  meeting  Bro.  A.  R.  West  offered 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
as  a  committee  of  arrangements,  to  provide  so  far 
as  possible  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  which  meets  here  next  June ;  and  further 

Resolved,  that  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  like  committee  to  confer  with  the  said 
committee  from  Crescent  Lodge;  and 

Resolved,  that  said  committee  shall  have  full 
power  to  act  for  Crescent  Lodge  in  all  necessary 
preparations  for  the  proper  reception  of  brethren 
and  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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This  committee  was  composed  of  Bros.  A.  R. 
West,  Henry  Erffmeyer,  E.  A.  Charles,  B.  F. 
Howland  and  WiUiam  Anderson. 

Summary  of  the  year's  work  is  as  follows : 

Initiations — H.  L.  Phelps  and  Joseph  Swab, 
July  16,  1882;  H.  D.  Brant,  October  2,  1882; 
Milo  Adams,  November  14,  1882;  William  An- 
derson, December  11,  1882;  C.  H.  Robinson, 
January  18,  1883;  M.  J.  Smith,  February  10, 
1883;  A.  P.  Fredericks,  February  10,  1883;  N. 
K.  Beechley,  March  12,  1883. 

Passings — H.  L.  Phelps  and  C.  J.  Fox,  Septem- 
ber 27,  1882;  James  C.  Tindall,  November  14, 
1882;  William  Anderson,  January  30,  1883;  C. 
H.  Robinson,  February  2,  1883;  M.  J.  Smith, 
March  5,  1883;  H.'D.  Brant,  February  2,  1883; 
J.  T.  Swab,  March  5,  1883;  N.  K.  Beechley, 
April  9,  1883. 

Raisings — H.  L.  Phelps,  November  6,  1882; 
J.  C.  Tindall,  December  12,  1882;  William  And- 
erson, February  26,  1883;  M.  J.  Smith,  April  18, 
1883. 

Admissions — D.  G.  Goodrich  and  Joseph  B. 
Meredith,  June  5,  1882;  Mitchell  Whitfield, 
March  5,  1883. 

Reinstatement — John  Seanor,  January  8,  1883. 

Died — William  Bairns,  June  — ,  1882. 

Demissions — J.  D.  Firestone,  August  8,  1882; 
G.  M.  Curtis,  April  2,  1883. 

Lodge  membership.  May  i,  1883,  was  116. 
Total  of  Grand  Lodge  dues  $68.50. 
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1 883-1 8  84 — The  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  met  in 
fortieth  annual  communication  in  the  city  of  Cedar 
Rapids  on  Tuesday,  June  5,  1883.  School  of  in- 
struction was  held  on  the  Friday,  Saturday  and 
Monday  preceding  the  session.  Crescent  Lodge 
provided  candidates  for  the  three  days,  W.  S. 
Davis  first  being  initiated,  Bro.  A.  P.  Fredericks 
being  passed  as  a  Fellowcraft,  and  this  latter 
brother  being  raised  as  a  Master  Mason  on  the 
evening  preceding  session.  The  work  on  the  first 
and  second  degrees  was  done  by  the  Custodians, 
the  Grand  Master  conferring  the  third. 

Bro.  John  T.  Stoneman,  for  the  Masons  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  welcomed  the  members  of  Grand 
Lodge  to  the  city,  and  Grand  Master  Van  Saun 
appropriately  responded.  The  place  of  Senior 
Grand  Deacon  being  vacant  Bro.  E.  A.  Charles 
of  Crescent  Lodge  was  appointed  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter to  fill  the  same.  After  the  election  of  Grand 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  Bro.  J.  G.  Graves,  of 
Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  was  honored  by  appointment 
as  Senior  Grand  Steward. 

For  the  first  time  there  is  given  in  these  records 
the  financial  statement  of  the  Secretary  for  the 
year.  This  is  prepared  by  Bro.  H.  B.  Soutter  and 
covers  the  year  1 882-1 883.  The  aggregate  of  its 
several  items  is  $638.51,  that  being  the  total  in- 
come from  all  sources  for  the  year. 

The  by-laws  of  the  lodge,  as  revised  and  re- 
printed in  1873,  copy  of  which  is  before  us,  pro- 
vided that  the  Tyler  should  "receive  for  his  serv- 
ices the  sum  of  twenty-five  dollars  per  year  and 
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his  dues."  At  the  meeting  of  July  2,  1883,  Bro. 
William  Elsom  moved  amendment  of  this  section 
by  providing  for  payment  to  the  Tyler  of  one  dol- 
lar additional  "for  each  special  meeting  at  which 
he  performs  the  duties  of  his  office."  At  the  next 
regular  communication  of  the  lodge  (August  6) 
this  was  adopted. 

The  matter  of  a  Grand  Lodge  Library  building 
had  taken  definite  shape  in  the  annual  communi- 
cation of  1883.  A  committeee  had  been  appointed 
to  secure  bids  from  the  cities  of  Iowa.  The  most 
liberal  offer  had  been  made  by  the  Masonic  bodies 
and  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids — amounting  in  all 
to  $10,000  in  cash  and  suitable  lots  upon  which 
to  erect  the  building.  This  offer  had  been  ac- 
cepted, and  the  library  was  to  be  located  in  Cedar 
Rapids. 

The  first  mention  of  the  matter  in  the  minutes 
of  Crescent  Lodge  records  that  at  meeting  of  Sep- 
tember II,  1883,  Bro.  John  W.  Henderson,  Treas- 
urer, presented  the  following : 

"Resolved,  that  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
building  and  locating  of  the  Grand  Lodge  library 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  in  accordance  with  the  proposi- 
tion made  by  the  Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  Crescent  Lodge  does  hereby  auth- 
orize and  instruct  the  Worshipful  Master  of  this 
lodge  to  pledge  the  credit  of  Crescent  Lodge  No. 
25  for  that  purpose,  in  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  or  so 
much  thereof  as  shall  be  the  share  of  this  lodge  to 
perfect  the  contract  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  proposed  and  agreed  with 
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the  committees  of  Cedar  Rapids  bodies  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  committee. 

"The  Worshipful  Master  of  this  lodge  is  hereby 
authorized  to  bind  this  lodge  by  his  signature  in 
such  form  and  on  such  terms  (for  above  amount) 
as  shall  be  decided  by  the  joint  committee  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  bodies,  necessary  and  proper  to  per- 
fect and  carry  out  the  proposition  heretofore  made 
by  said  joint  committee." 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  carried. 

Even  so  few  years  ago  as  this  period  we  have 
reached  the  Masonic  laws  obtaining  in  Iowa  were 
less  rigid  than  at  present,  and  the  powers  assumed 
by  Grand  Masters  to  grant  dispensations  was 
greater.  Thus  there  was  received  on  November 
5  th  a  dispensation  giving  the  lodge  permission  to 
confer  second  and  third  degrees  on  Bro.  F.  T.  Par- 
slow  on  the  same  day.  He  appeared  at  the  close 
of  regular  business  on  that  date  and  was  passed 
and  raised  In  due  form. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  March  3,  1884,  an 
appeal  was  read  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
calling  upon  the  lodge  for  relief  for  the  Ohio  river 
flood  sufferers,  the  destitution  by  the  disaster 
being  so  great  as  to  require  general  assistance.  The 
sum  of  $25.00  was  appropriated  for  such  purpose 
of  relief. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  secure  a  bulletin 
board,  to  be  placed  in  the  Tyler's  room,  and  to 
affix  thereon  the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Master  and 
communications  from  the  Grand  Secretary. 
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The  election  of  officers  was  held  April  9,  1884, 
with  the  following  result: 

E.  A.  Charles,  Worshipful  Master. 

William  Elsom,  Senior  Warden. 

Henry  Bennett,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Henri  Rademecker,  Secretary. 

The  appointive  officers,  as  later  announced^ 
were: 

M.  J.  Smith,  Senior  Deacon. 

A.  J.  Martin,  Junior  Deacon. 

D.  E.  Miller,  Senior  Steward. 

Robert  Gamble,  Junior  Steward. 

Zelotus  Farr,  Tyler. 

Finance  Committee — A.  R.  West,  A.  Mann,  A. 
B.  George. 

The  work  for  the  year  18  83- 18  84  far  surpassed 
that  of  any  previous  term.  Beginning  witH  a  total 
membership  of  107  there  was  a  total  increase  of 
twenty-eight,  and  a  total  decrease  of  seven.  The 
raisings  numbered  nineteen  and  admissions  nine. 
Three  had  demitted,  two  had  died  and  two  were 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  The  summary 
is  here  given: 

Initiations — ^^V.  S.  Davis,  June  i,  1883;  Josiah 
White  and  S.  M.  Hallett,  June  6,  1883;  James 
T.  Rhodes,  July  2,  1883;  L.  C.  Chase  and  Clay- 
ton Harrington,  July  9,  1883  ;  F.  T.  Parslow,  Sep- 
tember 3,  1883;  John  M.  Dietz,  September  17, 
1883;  H.  T.  Rice,  October  15,  1883;  H.  N. 
McDonald,  December  10,  1883;  Mark  C.  Farr, 
January  7,  1884;  Richard  Almy  and  Myron  W. 
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Carey,  January  14,  1884;  Robert  Gamble  and 
R.  H.  Dalzell,  January  11,  1884;  John  A.  Shields, 
January  19,  1884;  F.  A.  McDonald,  March  10, 
1884;  F.  A.  McConahy,  April  14,  1884. 

Passings — ^A.  P.  Fredericks,  June  2,  1883;  W. 
S.  Davis  and  Clayton  Harrington,  August  13, 
1883;  Josiah  White,  August  27,  1883;  James  T. 
Rhodes,  October  i,  1883;  L.  C.  Chase,  October 
22,  1883;  F.  T.  Parslow,  November  5,  1883; 
John  M.  Dietz,  November  12,  1883;  H.  N.  Mc- 
Donald, January  7,  1884;  S.  M.  Hallett,  January 
21,  1884;  Mark  C.  Farr  and  Richard  Almy, 
February  18,  1884;  John  A.  Shields,  March  10, 
1884;  Rober  Gamble  and  R.  H.  Dalzell,  March 
17,  1884;  Myron  W.  Carey,  March  31,  1884;  H. 
T.  Rice  and  Fred  A.  McDonald,  April  21,  1884. 

Raisings — N.  K.  Beechley,  May  28,  1883;  A. 
P.  Fredericks,  June  4,  1883;  C.  H.  Robinson, 
August  22,  1883;  H.  D.  Brant,  August  27,  1883; 
W.  S.  Davis,  September  10,  1883;  Clayton  Har- 
rington, September  10,  1883;  Josiah  White,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1883;  F.  T.  Parslow,  November  5, 
1883;  C.  J.  Fox,  November  19,  1883;  John  M. 
Dietz,  January  28,  1884;  James  T.  Rhodes, 
January  30,  1884;  H.  N.  McDonald,  Febru- 
ary 4,  1884;  Richard  Almy,  March  24, 
1884;  L.  C.  Chase,  March  25,  1884;  Mark 
C.  Farr,  March  31,  1884;  Robert  Gamble, 
April  22,  1884;  S.  M.  Hallett,  April  28,  1884; 
Myron  W.  Carey,  April  28,  1884;  R.  H.  Dalzell, 
April  30,  1884. 

Admissions — Charles     M.     Thayer,     Thomas 
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Farmer  and  William  Elsom,  May  7,  1883;  B.  F. 
Parks,  June  4,  1883;  W.  H.  Storrs,  September 
3,  1883;  E.  H.  Israel,  October  i,  1883;  R.  D. 
Mills,  December  3,  1883;  T.  S.  Winchell  and 
Samuel  Mathews,  December  3,   1883. 

Deaths — A.  Youngkin,  June  24,  1881;  C.  W. 
Waterbury,  March  15,  1884. 

(The  death  of  Bro.  Youngkin  occurred  in 
Texas  in  1 8  8 1 ,  as  above  stated,  but  was  not  known 
by  the  lodge  until  the  returns  of  1 883-1 884  were 
being  made  out.  Bro.  Waterbury  died  at  Water- 
loo, Iowa,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors 
by  the  lodge  at  that  place.  For  fraternal  kindness 
in  this  case  the  Waterloo  brethren  were  thanked 
by  resolutions  adopted  in  Crescent  Lodge.) 

Demissions — E.  M.  Sawyer,  H.  N.  McDonald, 
and  E.  P.  Baldwin,  April  7,  1884. 

Suspended — George  B.  Engle  and  W.  S.  Smith, 
April  28,  1884. 

1 884-1 885 — The  liberality  of  the  citizens  of 
Cedar  Rapids  in  making  up  the  sum  guaranteed 
to  secure  location  of  the  Grand  Lodge  library 
made  it  unnecessary  for  Crescent  Lodge  and  other 
Masonic  bodies  of  ,the  city  to  draw  at  once  as 
heavily  upon  their  funds  as  expected.  At  the 
stated  meeting  of  May  5,  1884,  the  Worshipful 
Master  made  report  that  he  had  drawn  on  the 
Treasurer  for  *3 00.00,  that  being  the  amount  for 
which  the  lodge  was  responsible  on  first  call  for 
funds.  This  sum  had  been  paid  to  the  committee 
in  charge  of  the  library  building. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  Iowa,  that  body  was  called  to  meet  in 
special  communication  at  Cedar  Rapids,  May  7tli, 
1884,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  corner-stone  of  the 
library  building.  At  this  function  twenty-two 
lodges  were  regularly  represented  by  their  officers, 
while  members  from  many  others  were  in  attend- 
ance. A  full  corps  of  Grand  and  Past  Grand 
officers  assisted  in  the  exercises.  Bro.  A.  R.  West 
of  Crescent  Lodge  acted  as  Grand  Marshal.  The 
Grand  Lodge  upon  the  same  day  also  laid  the  cor- 
ner-stone of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  in  this  city.  Full 
account  of  the  ceremonies  attendant  upon  these 
proceedings  will  be  found  in  a  special  chapter  ap- 
pended to  this  work  and  devoted  to  Grand  Lodge 
library,  considered  as  a  Cedar  Rapids  institution. 

As  deserved  compliment  to  Cedar  Rapids  Ma- 
sons, and  because  of  his  own  proven  worth  Bro. 
Edgar  A.  Charles,  Worshipful  Master  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  was  at  the  session  held  at  Council  FlufFs 
in  June,  1884,  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
This  honor  was  appreciated  by  his  brethren.  In 
the  minutes  of  a  special  meeting  held  June  7,  1884, 
we  read: 

"The  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  Brother  E.  A. 
Charles,  was  introduced  by  Acting  Marshal  E.  W. 
S.  Otto,  and  cordially  welcomed  by  Bro.  Clayton 
Harrington.  Appropriate  remarks  were  made  by 
Past  Masters  A.  R.  West,  C.  W.  Eaton,  John  T. 
Hamilton  and  W.  B.  Leach,  also  by  Bros.  G.  E. 
Cogswell,  F.  J.  Upton,  A.  B.  George  and  others. 
Refreshments  were  served." 
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There  was  levied  by  Grand  Lodge  an  assess- 
ment of  25  cents  per  member  upon  the  Masons  of 
Iowa  to  raise  further  funds  for  the  library  build- 
ing. The  amount  so  raised  was  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  same  according  to  the  original  designs 
and  to  insure  a  fire-proof  structure.  Crescent 
Lodge  having  at  that  time  (July  7,  1884)  128 
members,  the  levy  amounted  to  $32.00,  which  was 
paid  from  the  lodge  funds  without  discussion. 

To  give  a  showing  of  the  financial  transactions 
of  the  lodge  at  this  period  we  transcribe  report 
of  the  Treasurer,  as  presented  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1884: 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer  July 

I,   1883    $  69.00 

RECEIPTS. 

From  Initiation  Fees 620.00 

From  Dues    658.70 

From  Sundries   i3-5i 

$1361.21 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

For  Fees  Refunded $  30.00 

For  Grand  Lodge  Expenses.  .  .    135.01 
For  Gas,  Insurance  and  Rent.  .    218.42 

For  General  Expenses 142.41 

For  Charity    109.00 

For    Grand      Lodge      Library 

Building    400.00 

$1034.84 


E.  A.  CHARLES 

Worshipful  Master  1883-84-85;  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden,  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa 

Past  Higli  Priest  of  Trowel  Chapter  No.  49 
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Cash  in  hands  of  Secretary  June 

30.   1884   $  42.86 

Cash  in  hand  of  Treasurer  June 

30.  1884 283.51      326.37 


$1361.21 

The  net  amount  of  fees  received  for  work  dur- 
ing the  year  was  $550 — being  for  15  initiations, 
19  passings  and  21  raisings. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  lodge,  to  whom 
these  reports  were  referred,  took  occasion  to 
especially  commend  the  work  of  Bro.  Rademeck- 
er  as  Secretary.  The  present  writer  is  impelled  to 
endorse  this  praise.  The  work  of  this  compila- 
tion has  been  materially  lightened  by  the  clear 
manner  in  which  the  records  were  kept  by  this 
brother.  The  information  desired  is  so  easily 
available  that  perusal  of  the  minutes  of  his  term 
of  office  has  been  indeed  a  pleasure. 

A  further  call  for  funds  for  Grand  Lodge 
library  building  having  been  made  the  record  for 
September  i,  1884,  has  this  interesting  statement: 

"The  Worshipful  Master  reported  that  he  had 
caused  an  order  to  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for 
$300  in  favor  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Library  Build- 
ing Committee,  and  that  he  had  further  pledged 
Crescent  Lodge  for  $900  by  three  promissory 
notes,  drawing  8  per  cent  interest,  and  falling  due 
July  I,  1885;  August  20,  1885,  and  August  20, 
1886.  This  action  had  been  taken  to  meet  and  dis- 
charge the  obligation  of  Crescent  Lodge  towards 
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the  Grand  Lodge  Library  Building  Committee, 
paying  thereby  said  committee  the  sum  of  $1,200 
in  cash,  which  action  was  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion passed  by  Crescent  Lodge  September  11,  1883. 

"On  motion  the  report  of  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter was  received  and  his  action  was  confirmed  by 
a  full  vote  of  the  lodge.  The  secretary  was  In- 
structed to  make  a  transcript  of  the  three  promis- 
sory notes,  on  which  $900  was  borrowed,  on  the 
records  of  the  lodge." 

These  notes,  of  dates  as  above,  and  Identical  in 
form,  were  drawn  in  favor  of  George  W.  Bush 
for  the  first  and  Charles  H.  Clark  for  the  second 
and  third. 

It  appears  to  have  been  necessary  to  remind 
some  of  the  brethren  that  silence  and  circumspec- 
tion were  Masonic  virtues.  The  Secretary  (Octo- 
ber 6,  1884)  presented  a  motion  to  insert  in  the 
blank  forms  of  petition  of  Crescent  Lodge  the  fol- 
lowing clause : 

"A  petitioner,  if  rejected,  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
any  other  Information  save  that  he  was  rejected, 
and  any  Master  Mason  who  shall  communicate  to 
him  any  Information  as  to  who  was  present,  or  who 
advocated  or  opposed  his  admission,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  charges,  and  upon  conviction  expelled  from 
the  order." 

This  was  adopted  and  also  made  a  part  of  the 
forms  for  petition. 

The  appreciation  of  the  lodge  for  Its  Secretary 
was  evidenced  at  a  special  meeting  held  November 
17,   1884.     After  conferring  of  the  third  degree. 
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"Brother  Clayton  Harrington,  in  behalf  of  the 
members  of  Crescent  Lodge,  presented  Secretary 
Henri  Rademecker  with  a  jewel  of  his  office  as  a 
token  of  fraternal  regard." 

On  November  17th  occurred  the  death  of  Bro. 
L.  C.  Chase,  at  his  home  in  this  city.  Death  was 
a  result  of  injuries  received  in  an  accident  at  Oasis, 
Iowa,  while  engaged  in  his  duties  as  a  locomotive 
engineer  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  & 
Northern  railroad.  A  funeral  lodge  was  called  on 
the  afternoon  of  November  19,  1884. 

"A  procession  being  formed,  the  brethren  re- 
paired to  the  home  of  the  deceased,  Bro.  Alex. 
Laurance  carrying  the  Holy  Writings.  From 
thence  the  procession  proceeded  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  where  religious  services  were 
held,  and  from  thence  to  the  grave  at  Oak  Hill 
Cemetery,  where  our  late  brother,  L.  C.  Chase, 
was  placed  to  rest  with  due  Masonic  honors." 
Proper  resolutions  were  drafted  by  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Bros.  Clayton  Harrington,  W.  H. 
Smouse  and  R.  Almy. 

The  finance  committee  on  December  i,  1884, 
stated  that  Bro.  Rademecker,  secretary,  had 
waived  his  salarj^,  and  recommended  "that  a  vote 
of  thanks  of  the  lodge  be  spread  upon  the  records, 
not  only  for  this  generous  act,  but  for  the  masterly 
manner  with  which  he  has  performed  the  duties  of 
the  office  of  Secixtary  while  acting  as  such  for  this 
lodge." 


252  History  Crescent  Lodge 

The  election  of  officers  for  the  Masonic  year, 
1 8 84-1 8 85,  resulted  as  follows: 

William  Elsom,  Worshipful  Master. 

William  H.  Gamble,  Senior  Warden. 

M.  J.  Smith,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

William  Anderson,  Secretary. 

The  appointive  officers  were : 

R.  Almy,  Senior  Deacon. 

A.  J.  Martin,  Junior  Deacon. 

Oscar  Solomon,  Senior  Steward. 

John  M.  Dietz,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

The  time  covered  by  returns  was  changed  dur- 
ing this  year,  by  action  taken  in  Grand  Lodge, 
hence  there  is  but  record  of  work  done  between 
May  I  and  December  31,  1884.  The  summary 
is  as  follows,  all  being  of  1884: 

Initiations — ^William  H.  Gamble,  May  12;  J. 
M.  Baker  and  John  Yuill,  July  21 ;  A.  D.  Stevens, 
August  1 1 ;  F.  A.  Hopson,  T.  A.  Alexander  and 
A.  J.  Dusill,  September  8 ;  J.  R.  Baker,  Decem- 
ber 15. 

Passings — F.  A.  McConahy,  May  19 ;  William 
H.  Gamble,  June  9;  J.  M.  Baker,  September  15; 
John  Yuill  and  A.  D.  Stevens,  September  30;  F. 
A.  Hopson,  T.  A.  Alexander  and  A.  J.  Dusill,  Oc- 
tober 13. 

Raisings— H.  T.  Rice,  May  5 ;  F.  A.  McDon- 
ald, May  20;  J.  A.  Shields,  May  26;  F.  A.  Mc- 
Conahy, June  18;  William  H.  Gamble,  July  16; 
J.  F.  Swab,  July  28;  John  Yuill,  October  20;  A. 
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D.  Stevens,  October  27;  J.  M.  Baker,  October  30; 
F.  A.  Hopson,  November  10;  T.  A.  Alexander, 
November  17;  A.  J.  Dusill,  November  24. 

Admissions — Charles  H.  Hunt  and  Charles  L. 
Mullen,  June  2 ;  W.  C.  Beyers  and  James  A.  Scott, 
August  4 ;  David  F.  Johns,  December  i . 

Deaths — L.  C.  Chase,  November  17. 

Demissions — George  B.  Engle,  June  2 ;  J.  H. 
Marshall,  December  i. 

Reinstatements — T.  M.  D.  Harvey  and  George 
B.  Engle,  June  2. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

1885-1890. 

1885-1886 — Crescent  Lodge  has  in  almost  every 
year  from  its  organization  to  the  present  time 
been  very  fortunate  in  its  officers.  The  brethren 
chosen  to  preside  have  been,  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances, fitted  for  the  times.  The  two  years  over 
which  we  have  last  passed  in  this  narrative  were 
filled  with  hard  work  and  many  anxieties.  It  re- 
quired excellent  qualities  of  head  and  heart  on  the 
part  of  the  Master.  To  show  appreciation  it  is 
stated  that  at  the  meeting  of  April  13  "Bro.  C. 
Keeler,  in  behalf  of  the  members  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  presented  Worshipful  Master  E.  A. 
Charles  with  a  Past  Master's  jewel,  as  a  token  of 
fraternal  regard."  Bro.  Charles  was  about  to  re- 
move to  Florida,  and  the  parting  brought  sincere 
regret. 

The  session  of  Grand  Lodge  was  again  held  in 
Cedar  Rapids  in  1885,  that  the  brethren  of  Iowa 
might  inspect  the  new  library  building.  As  was 
usual,  school  of  instruction  was  held  on  the  three 
days  preceding  convening  of  the  Grand  body.  On 
Friday  evening,  May  29th,  Crescent  Lodge  pre- 
sented Entered  Apprentice  U.  B.  Sanders  for  the 
second  degree.  "One  month  not  having  elapsed 
since  he  was  initiated,  and  he  not  having  passed 
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exammatlon  in  open  lodge,  Grand  Master  Charles 
T.  Granger,  being  present,  ordered  said  Entered 
Apprentice  to  be  passed  to  the  degree  of  a  Fellow 
Craft."  For  the  other  evenings  of  school  of  in- 
struction candidates  were  provided  by  Mt.  Her- 
mon  Lodge. 

The  prand  Lodge  met  in  Greene's  Opera  House 
at  10  o'clock  of  June  2,  1885.  Music  was  fur- 
nished by  a  local  quartet,  consisting  of  Brothers 
Cogswell,  Bennett,  Taylor  and  Ward. 

In  behalf  of  the  Masons  and  citizens  of  Cedar 
Rapids  Brother  C.  W.  Eaton  of  Mt.  Hermon 
Lodge  welcomed  the  visitors.  The  compliments 
therein  were  neatly  turned,  and  the  address  is 
worthy  of  reproduction  in  this  place : 

"M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Wardens  and  Brethren  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  : 

"The  good  brethren  of  Crescent  and  Mt.  Her- 
mon Lodges,  located  in  our  city,  have  ordered  and 
directed  me  to  report  at  this  time  and  place,  and  to 
offer  you  a  few  words  of  welcome  as  you  convene 
in  this,  the  forty-second  grand  annual  communi- 
cation of  Iowa  Masons. 

"Masonry  teaches  that  some  are  born  to  rule, 
command  and  direct,  while  others  must  obey  their 
superiors  in  office.  So  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  Worshipful  Masters  of  Crescent  and 
Mt.  Hermon  Lodges  I  tender  to  you  a  cordial, 
hearty  welcome — an  earnest,  heartfelt  welcome, 
participated  in  and  endorsed  by  every  Mason  in 
Cedar  Rapids. 
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"As  citizens  we  have  a  just  pride  in  our  fair  city. 
We  glory  in  our  railroad  systems,  stretching  out 
in  all  directions;  in  our  wide  streets,  lined  with 
substantial  business  blocks  and  handsome  resi- 
dences; in  our  commercial  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests, and  permanent  public  improvements. 

"As  Masons  we  pride  ourselves  upon  our  Ma- 
sonic zeal  and  the  flourishing  condition  of  all  the 
Masonic  bodies  in  our  midst.  I  believe  no  city  in 
Iowa  can  produce  a  larger  number  of  good,  de- 
v^oted  Masonic  workers  than  can  Cedar  Rapids. 

"You  have  honored  us  by  locating  in  our  midst 
the  beautiful  and  costly  library  building,  with  its 
large  collection  of  Masonic  literature,  which  in- 
sures to  us  for  all  time  the  Grand  Headquarters 
for  Masonry  in  Iowa.  This  should  be  and  is  a 
source  of  pride  to  every  Mason  in  our  city,  and  we 
earnestly  hope  you  will  make  this  place  your  fre- 
quent meeting  place. 

"And  now,  Most  Worshipful  Sir,  in  behalf  of 
all  the  Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  citizens  of  our  fair  city,  I  give  you  greeting, 
heartily  and  sincerely.  I  trust  your  stay  may  be 
pleasant  and  profitable,  and  that  the  arrangements 
for  your  comfort  will  be  found  so  complete  and  sat- 
isfactory that  you  will  ere  long  again  meet  in  an- 
nual communication  in  this  city." 

To  this  Grand  Master  Granger  responded.  He 
assured  the  brethren  that  "the  Grand  Lodge  had 
learned  to  know,  and  fully  appreciated,  the  liber- 
ality and  the  warmth  of  heart  of  the  Masons  of 
Cedar  Rapids." 


WILLIAM    ELSOM 

Worshipful  Master  1886-87;   Past  Junior  (iranci  Warden  Grand  Lodge  of    Iowa; 

Past  High  Priest  Trowel  Chapter  No.  49 
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Bro.  E.  A.  Charles,  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
having  removed  from  the  city  and  the  state.  Grand 
Master  Granger  filled  the  vacanqr  by  appointing 
Bro.  George  E.  Coggswell,  Worshipful  Master  of 
Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  as  such  officer  for  the  session. 

After  election  of  officers  Grand  Master  Granger 
appointed  Bro.  the  Rev.  Samuel  Ringgold,  rector 
of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  memBer  of  Cres- 
cent Lodge,  as  Grand  Chaplain. 

So  well  pleased  were  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  with  their  treatment  in  Cedar  Rapids  that, 
upon  invitation  being  extended,  many  voted  to 
hold  next  session  in  this  city.  But  those  who  fa- 
vored Des  Moines  were  in  the  majority,  and  the 
state  capital  was  chosen. 

Bro.  E.  M.  Burgess,  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
and  W.  J.  McCune,  of  Solon,  "prayed"  to  He  re- 
instated into  good  standing  in  the  fraternity  from 
the  sentence  of  expulsion  for  un-masonic  conduct 
passed  upon  them  by  this  lodge.  These  brethren 
will  be  remembered  as  defendants  in  the  cases 
brought  from  Solon  by  order  of  Grand  Master 
Van  Saun.  This  petition,  received  August  3, 
1885,  ^^s  referred  to  a  committee,  which  reported 
favorably  thereon  at  the  December  regular.  A 
ballot  was  ordered;  which  resulted  in  remstate- 
ment  of  these  brothers. 

A  matter  pertaining  to  joint  occupancy  and  rent 
of  the  lodge  hall  and  appurtenant  rooms  came  up 
at  the  meeting  of  February  i,  1886,  in  the  follow- 
ing form,  received  as  a  communication: 
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"The  committees  of  the  different  Masonic 
bodies  now  occupying  the  Masonic  rooms,  corner 
First  avenue  and  Second  street,  met  pursuant  to  call 
at  the  offices  of  the  Drs.  Coggswell,  January  9, 
1886.  William  Elsom  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  joint  committee  and  Ed.  H.  Smith  secretary. 
The  different  bodies  were  represented  as  follows: 
The  Scottish  Rite  bodies,  by  George  W.  Bever; 
Apollo  Commandery,  by  C.  G.  Greene;  Trowel 
Chapter,  by  E.  W.  S.  Otto,  C.  H.  Coggswell  and 
W.  H.  Smouse;  Crescent  Lodge,  by  William  El- 
som, and  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  by  Ed.  H.  Smith. 

"The  following  proposition  was  presented  by 
George  W.  Bever: 

"In  behalf  of  Iowa  Consistory  No.  2,  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  of  the  Southern  Juris- 
diction, L^.  S.  A.,  the  following  proposition  is  pre- 
sented, viz.:  To  equahze  the  rent  to  February  i, 
1886,  the  Consistory  agrees  to  pay  $120,  and  for 
the  use  of  the  Masonic  rooms  in  the  future,  and 
particularly  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  evenings 
of  each  week,  they  will  assume  and  agree  to  pay 
two-sixths  of  the  rent,  or  S200  per  annum,  on  a 
grand  total  of  a  rental  of  $600  per  annum." 

The  following  proposition  was  presented  by  C. 
G.  Greene: 

"To  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Lodges,  Chap- 
ter, Commandery  and  Scottish  Rite  bodies: 

"Gentlemen — On  condition  that  the  bodies  vou 
represent  will  pay  the  rental  due  for  use  of  lodge 
rooms  up  to  February  i,  1886,  giving  notes  there- 
for dated  February  i,   1886,  due  one  year  after 
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date,  with  8  per  cent  Interest  after  maturity,  we 
will  lease  you  said  rooms,  heated,  for  a  period  of 
six  years,  commencing  February  i,  1886,  at  $600 
per  annum,  payable  quarterly. 

"Greene  Bros.,  Agents." 

"On  motion  both  of  the  above  propositions  were 
accepted  by  the  joint  committee,  and  it  was  decided 
that  the  members  of  the  committee  recommend  to 
the  bodies  they  represent  acceptance  of  these  prop- 
ositions, and  that  the  bodies  authorize  their  notes 
to  be  given  for  the  assumed  rent,  respectively ;  also, 
that  the  bodies  lease  the  rooms  as  above  specified." 

After  discussion  of  the  above  the  Worshipful 
Master  and  Secretary  were  authorized  to  agree  to 
such  lease,  and  to  draw  a  promissory  note  for 
amount  of  rent  now  due  from  the  lodge  ($270), 
due  in  one  year,  at  8  per  cent  interest  after  matur- 
ity. 

All  the  Masonic  bodies  of  the  city  were  tempo- 
rarily crippled  in  financial  condition.  This  was 
because  of  the  large  amounts,  to  the  payment  of 
which  they  were  obligated  to  aid  in  building  the 
Grand  Lodge  library  in  this  city.  As  we  have  seen 
the  share  of  Crescent  Lodge  was  $1,200.  Until 
this  had  been  paid  the  income  and  resources  of  the 
lodge  were  strained  to  meet  other  necessary  ex- 
panses. 

On  March  16,  1886,  death  claimed  another 
from  the  membership  of  Crescent  Lodge,  Bro. 
Arthur  M.  Mekeel  being  on  that  date  summoned 
to  appear  before  his  God.  The  lodge  met  for 
funeral  purposes  on   March   i8th.      After  usual 
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services  in  the  lodge  room  the  brethren  repaired  to 
the  Union  Depot,  where  they  received  the  remains, 
and  thence  escorted  the  funeral  procession  to  Oak 
Hill  cemetery,  where  the  body  of  the  brother  was 
interred  with  Masonic  observances.  The  stations 
of  the  lodge  were  ordered  draped  in  mourning, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare  resolution 
expressing  sorrow  and  sympathy  of  the  brethren. 
The  remains  were  brought  to  Cedar  Rapids  under 
escort  furnished  by  Fidelitas  Lodge  No.  364  of 
Fairfax. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  occurred  April 
5,  1886,  resulting  in  choice  as  follows: 
William  Elsom,  Worshipful  Master. 
M.  J.  Smith,  Senior  Warden. 
R.  Alm.y,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
U.  B.  Sanders,  Secretary. 
The  following  were  the  appointive  officers: 
Henry  Erffmeyer,  Senior  Deacon. 
D.  E.  Miller,  Junior  Deacon. 
John  J.  Russell,  Senior  Steward. 
W.  J.  Greene,  Junior  Steward. 
Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

The  returns  of  work  accomplished  during  the 
calendar  year  1885  show  the  following: 

Initiations — L.  J.  Rice,  January  1 2 ;  H.  F.  Sut- 
liff,  March  16;  U.  B.  Sanders,  May  11 ;  J.  F.  Mc- 
Intyre,  May  15  ;  J.  A.  Moeller,  June  15  ;  Lee  Phil- 
lips, July  13;  John  L  Russell,  August  10;  A.  M. 
Marshall,  September  14;  H.  Moeller,  Decem- 
ber 14. 
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Passings-^L.  J.  Rice,  February  23 ;  J.  R.  Baker, 
January  12 ;  H.  F.  Sutliff,  April  13 ;  U.  B.  Sanders, 
May  29;  J.  F.  Mclntyre,  June  8;  J.  A.  Moeller, 
July  27;  Lee  Phillips,  October  12;  John  I.  Russell, 
September  25 ;  A.  M.  Marshall,  November  9. 

RaisingS' — L.  J.  Rice,  March  9;  J.  R.  Baker, 
February  16;  H.  F.  Sutliff,  May  25;  U.  B.  San- 
ders, June  22;  J.  F.  Mclntyre,  July  20;  J.  A. 
Moeller,  August  14;  Lee  Phillips,  November  23; 
John  L  Russell,  October  26;  A.  M.  Marshall,  De- 
cember 8. 

Admissions^ — P.  A.  Wolf,  May  4;  J.  H.  Pol- 
lard and  W.  W.  Durlin,  June  i. 

Reinstatements — Samuel  Whitney,  July  6. 

Demissions — Samuel  Whitney,  July  6;  O.  Rob- 
inson and  G.  H.  Engleman,  February  2 ;  W.  S. 
Bradley,  April  6;  J.  L.  Weaver,  September  7. 

1 886-1 8 87 — During  the  time  now  being  cov- 
ered were  heard  the  first  echoes  of  a  strife  which 
afterwards  greatly  disturbed  the  harmony  of  the 
Craft  in  Iowa.  We  refer  to  the  springing  up  and 
propagation  of  what  is  known  as  "Cerneauism." 
It  is  not  within  the  province  of  this  work  or  writer 
to  closely  analyze  this  distracting  element  or  to 
consider  in  detail  the  consequences  of  its  introduc- 
tion. Yet  as  this  matter  had  results  which  later 
affected  Crescent  Lodge  and  its  membership  it  is 
necessary  that  something  be  said  thereon.  To 
many  of  our  younger  brethren  Cerneauism  is  but  a 
name  without  meaning.  The  older  ones  associate 
it  properly  with  a  period  of  storm  and  stress.  The 
sufficient  historical  data  may  be  thus  given : 
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In  the  year  1807  there  was  established  in  New 
York  City  a  spurious  body,  having  grandiloquent 
title  of  "Sovereign  Grand  Consistory  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  its  Territories  and  Dependen- 
cies." This  was  in  opposition  to  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  A.  &  A.  S.  Rite  established  at 
Charleston  in  1801.  The  founder  of  this  illegiti- 
mate organization  was  one  Joseph  Cerneau,  a 
French  jeweler.  In  18 13,  having  made  claim  to 
and  exercised  the  power  to  constitute  bodies  of  the 
Scottish  Rite,  this  man  was  expelled  by  the  Su- 
preme Council  at  Charleston,  which  vigorously 
denounced  his  pretensions.  The  controversy  be- 
came one  of  great  bitterness.  There  was  little  of 
real  history  back  of  even  the  legitimate  body,  and 
the  question  resolved  itself  into  a  factional  struggle 
for  control  of  this  growing  and  exclusive  Rite. 
The  degrees  of  the  Rite,  then  twenty-five  in  num- 
ber, were  but  a  farrago  sifted  and  chosen  from  the 
innumerable  French  inventions  which  in  the  later 
years  of  the  eighteenth  century  had  been  dubbed 
Masonic. 

The  bodies  constituted  by  Cerneau  and  his  ad- 
herents fought  hard,  first  for  supremacy  and  later 
for  existence.  New  consistories,  so-called,  were 
planted  here  and  there  over  the  States,  and  such 
organization  brought  discord  among  Masons. 
The  very  exclusiveness  and  high  pretensions  of  the 
Rite  attracted  many  to  its  rival,  which  offered  to 
the  unwary  at  a  tithe  of  cost  the  knowledge  and 
privileges  otherwise  so  dearly  held  and  highly 
prized.    About  the  time  we  have  now  reached  first 
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effort  was  made  to  establish  this  Cerneau  organiza- 
tion in  Iowa.  The  opportunity  thus  offered  was 
eagerly  grasped  at  by  many  brethren,  and  its  mem- 
bers multiplied.  Among  those  who  were  after- 
wards prominent  in  the  councils  of  this  body  were 
several  Cedar  Rapids  brethren,  one  of  the  strong- 
est of  these  so-called  Consistories  being  located  in 
this  city.  As  matter  of  course  this  organization 
was  bitterly  fought  by  the  Supreme  Council  deemed 
regular.  The  late  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  T.  S.  Parvin,  was  Inspector  General  of 
the  Scottish  Rite  in  Iowa.  He  was  a  relentless  and 
not  always  tactful  opponent.  Largely  through  his 
influence  the  Grand  Lodge  participated  in  this 
fight.  The  Cerneau  followers  were  of  power  suf- 
ficient for  a  time  to  endanger  Brother  Parvin's  po- 
sition in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  this  end  all  their 
energies  were  bent.  Both  parties  indulged  in 
tactics  which  were  questionable  and  recriminations 
which  indicated  a  forgetfulness  of  all  Masonic 
teachings.  When  the  history  of  this  affair  is  writ- 
ten the  reputations  of  many  men,  as  viewed  from 
the  standpoint  of  good  craftsmen,  will  be  in- 
juriously affected.  The  writer  hereof  has  sought 
to  unravel  some  of  the  tangled  threads  and  to 
gather  hidden  facts,  which  have  warranted  him  in 
conclusion  that  blame  for  this  happily  past  disturb- 
ance Is  very  unequally  distributed.  As  Is  the  case 
with  all  controversies,  "what's  up.  Is  faith;  what's 
down,  is  heresy." 

A  great  majority  of  the  brethren  of  Iowa,  rep- 
resented in  Grand  Lodge,  were  concerned  neither 
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foi"  nor  against  either  of  these  warring  factions. 
To  them  the  Scottish  Rite  was  but  a  name.  But 
they  speedily  wearied  of  continued  disturbance. 
Their  leaders  of  the  time  were  partisans  of  the  reg- 
ular Supreme  Council,  and  following  these,  and  in 
the  interest  of  Masonic  harmony,  Cerneauism  was 
defeated,  and  membership  in  these  bodies  declared 
to  be  inconsistent  with  part  and  presence  in  the  fra- 
ternity. The  alternative  of  renouncing  this  heresy 
or  expulsion  from  the  lodge  was  offered  the  de- 
feated faction.  Many  of  those  to  whom  the  so- 
called  higher  body  was  but  an  abstraction,  a  mat- 
ter of  idle  curiosity,  abandoned  it  without  regret. 
Others,  to  whom  adherence  had  become  matter  of 
principle,  remained  firm  and  were  expelled.  Among 
these  latter  were  members  of  Crescent  Lodge  and 
other  brethren  in  Cedar  Rapids. 

We  cannot  leave  this  subject  without  formulat- 
ing the  following  conclusions:  First,  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  or  any  other  Grand  Lodge, 
transcended  its  legitimate  authority  and  power 
when  it  assumed  to  pass  upon  the  regularity  or  ir- 
regularity of  any  outside  organization.  The  basic 
documents  of  modern  Freemasonry  declare  and 
pronounce  "that  pure  Ancient  Masonry  consists  of 
three  degrees,  and  no  more,  viz. :  Those  of  the  En- 
trance Apprentice,  the  Fellow  Craft  and  the  Mas- 
ter Mason,  including  the  Holy  Royal  Arch." 
This  was  made  the  first  article  of  what  is  known  as 
the  "International  Compact,"  entered  into  and 
solemnly  ratified  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland  and  the  United  Grand    Lodge    of 
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England  in  18 14.  Therefore  a  body  represent- 
ing Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry  within 
its  jurisdiction  has  no  knowledge  of  nor  control 
over  any  other  organization,  no  matter  what 
claims  this  latter  may  set  up  for  Masonic  recogni- 
tion. We  may  further  affirm,  and  without  fear  of 
successful  contradiction,  that  had  no  such  recogni- 
tion been  accorded  to  other  bodies  from  the  be- 
ginning, the  strength  of  the  Craft  would  not  have 
been,  as  is  now  the  case,  wastefully  divided  and 
frittered  away.  Had  obedience  only  been  required 
within  these  limits,  and  brethren  been  free  to  join 
any  such  other  organization  as  may  have  suited 
convenience  or  fancy,  the  word  "clandestine,"  as 
applied  to  Masonic  matters,  would  have  been  al- 
most an  unknown  term. 

Secondly :  The  foregoing  applies  to  the  general 
body  of  the  Craft.  The  mischief  had  been  done  by 
granting  such  recognition  long  before  our  Grand 
Lodge  had  existence.  It  is  therefore  argued,  and 
with  force,  that  we  have  here  to. deal  with  a  con- 
dition and  not  a  theory.  Recognition  having  been 
granted,  by  unwarranted  use  of  power,  to  certain 
other  bodies,  it  became  necessary  to  protect  each  of 
these  within  its  separate  sphere.  In  fact,  the  al- 
liance thus  formed  was  not  one  between  equal  pow- 
ers, but  a  one-sided  protectorate.  The  dominant 
authority  was  without  voice  in  the  affairs  of  these 
others,  but  at  her  own  sole  expense  guaranteed 
them  against  invasion  or  deprivation  of  exclusive 
privileges.  Such  being  the  actual  condition,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  entrance  of  this  so-called  ir- 
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regular  body  did  produce  discord  among  the  breth- 
ren in  the  lodges.  This,  we  repeat,  was  owing  en- 
tirely to  the  unwarranted  recognition.  It  was,  how- 
ever, necessary  for  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  the  utmost 
exercise  of  its  authority  and  at  whatever  cost,  to 
quell  this  disturbance.  Among  the  anxious  leaders 
of  the  Grand  Body,  and  with  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  brethren  over  the  jurisdiction  there  was  but  one 
idea — loyalty  to  the  principles  of  Masonry  and  a 
real  desire  to  allay  all  strife  and  heal  differences. 
But,  disguise  it  as  we  may,  the  struggle  degen- 
erated into  a  series  of  partisan  battles.  Control  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  was  sought  by  these  interested 
parties,  not  for  the  benefit  and  advancement  of 
Masonry,  but  solely  with  reference  to  the  welfare 
of  foreign  organizations.  Having  gained  power, 
those  who  favored  the  regular  Scottish  Rite  body 
did  the  only  possible  thing  consistent  with  their 
position  by  forcing  upon  their  opponents  the  alter- 
native of  renunciation  or  expulsion.  To  have  done 
otherwise  would  have  been  to  have  lost  all;  by  so 
doing  they  entrenched  themselves  effectually  and 
established  an  unassailable  precedent. 

Thirdly:  The  bitterness  of  this  whole  period 
can  be  attributed  to  the  radical  and  uncompromis- 
ing attitude  of  a  few  leaders  on  either  side.  It  is 
one  thing  to  fight  out  a  battle  upon  principle,  witR 
the  weapons  of  reason  and  logic  and  historical  ac- 
curacy; it  is  another  to  inject  into  the  strife  rancor 
and  falsehood  and  personal  enmity.  These  are 
strong  words,  but  they  had  best  be  said.  It  is  not 
the  purpose  of  the  writer  to  specify  instances  of  this 
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unbrotherly  conduct.  He  has  in  possession  mate- 
rial taken  from  original  sources  which  justifies  these 
statements.  To  those  who  would  pursue  the  sub- 
ject farther  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  refer  them 
further  than  to  the  secular  press  of  the  state  of  the 
time  and  to  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  bring  conviction  of  very  un-masonic  senti- 
ments actuating  the  developments  of  this  unhappy 
quarrel. 

Fortunately  for  us  all  this  possesses  but  academic 
interest.  It  presents  curious  and  interesting  mat- 
ter of  Masonic  history.  To  the  deeper  student  of 
jurisprudence  or  history  it  has  lessons  of  great  im- 
portance. It  will  suffice  us  to  know  that  the  years 
have  brought  to  the  Craft  in  Iowa  a  great  peace; 
that  present  harmony  is  best  appreciated  by  remem- 
brance of  past  discord;  that  the  brethren  who 
fought  out  the  struggle  have  agreed  long  ago  to 
bury  all  differences,  and  that  but  few  of  those  who 
then  stood  out  against  constituted  authority  still 
remain  outside  the  fraternity. 

This  digression,  if  such  it  may  be  termed,  which 
takes  up  a  matter  which  was  deemed  vital  to  Cres- 
cent Lodge,  will  at  least  be  pardoned.  We  return 
to  our  survey  of  local  Masonic  affairs. 

At  the  meeting  of  August  2,  1886,  a  brother  of 
another  lodge  made  request  for  a  loan  of  forty  dol- 
lars, to  aid  him  in  purchasing  a  team.  This  the 
lodge  did  not  feel  itself  in  condition  to  grant.  But 
the  Master  was  instructed  to  endeavor  to  raise  the 
sum  required  by  subscription  among  the  brothers 
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and  to  report  at  next  regular.    However,  no  report 
was  made  of  the  matter  then  or  thereafter. 

A  special  communication  was  called  August  14th 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  Bro.  E.  A.  Kegley.  The 
Worshipful  Master  stated  that  the  lodge  had  been 
convened  and  the  third  degree  convened  on  that 
date  "in  honor  of  the  conferring  of  the  Master 
Mason's  degree  upon  Bro.  Alexander  Laurance." 
Bro.  Laurance  was  the  patriarch  of  the  lodge.  He 
was  raised  in  Frazer  Lodge,  at  Strichan,  Scotland, 
August  14,  1832.  This  was  the  first  anniversary 
so  recorded  in  Crescent  Lodge — and  of  an  event 
in  the  Masonic  life  of  a  brother  occurring  fifty-four 
years  previously.  From  that  time  on  these  anniver- 
saries were  kept  until  the  death  of  Bro.  Laurance  a 
few  years  ago.  They  were  looked  forward  to  as 
occasions  of  pleasure  and  profit.  They  served  to 
bring  out  the  older  brethren,  and  the  addresses 
made  were  largely  reminiscent  and  of  value  to 
younger  brethren.  At  this  time  the  record  says: 
"Appropriate  remarks  were  made  by  Bros.  John 
T.  Hamilton,  William  Flannagan  and  A.  R.  Beem. 
The  Junior  Warden  (Bro.  Richard  Almy),  in  Be- 
half of  Crescent  Lodge,  then  extended  Invitation 
to  all  present  to  repair  to  Bro.  Moeller's  restau- 
rant after  closing  of  lodge.  This  was  done,  and 
refreshments  there  provided." 

At  the  regular  of  September  6,  1886,  we  have 
record  of  final  payment  and  extinguishment  of  the 
debt  created  to  make  up  share  of  the  lodge  toward 
building  of  the  Masonic  library.  The  payments  to 
which  credit  of  the  body  was  obligated  were  made 
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on  time,  and  while  this  entailed  a  period  of  sacrifice 
and  self-denial,  there  was  no  complaint  made  or  re- 
gret felt. 

On  November  29,  1886,  the  somewhat  cumber- 
some proceedings  then  necessary  were  had,  and 
Bros.  D.  G.  Goodrich,  Clayton  Harrington,  J.  P. 
Messer,  E.  Matschke  and  Geo.  W.  Whiteman 
were  suspended  for  N.  P.  D. 

It  appears  that  the  laws  of  the  fraternity  and  of 
the  lodge  requiring  that  each  member  should  sign 
the  constitution  had  been  neglected.  A  special 
meeting  of  December  20,  1886,  was  given  over 
to  this  matter,  all  present  ascertaining  if  their  sig- 
natures were  affixed. 

A  communication  received  January  3,  1887,  set 
forth  the  plan  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  establish  a 
home  for  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Master 
Masons.  This  lodge,  like  a  majority  of  those  in 
the  jurisdiction,  was  not  in  favor  of  such  project, 
and  the  communication  was  tabled.  But  the  real 
calls  for  charity  were  never  unheeded,  as  wit- 
ness the  result  of  one  at  this  same  meeting.  Ap- 
peal was  received  from  the  Master  of  a  lodge  in 
one  of  the  northern  counties,  asking  aid  for  widow 
of  a  deceased  Master  Mason,  totally  blind  and 
destitute.  The  sum  of  five  dollars  was  sent,  to- 
gether with  a  message  of  sympathy. 

The  election  of  officers,  held  April  4th,  1887, 
resulted : 

William  H.  Gamble,  Worshipful  Master. 

Richard  Almy,  Senior  Warden. 

Robert  Gamble,  Junior  Warden. 
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John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
U.  B.  Sanders,  Secretary. 
The  appointive  officers  were : 
C.  H.  Brampton,  Senior  Deacon. 
A.  J.  Bowman,  Junior  Deacon. 
W.  J.  Greene,  Senior  Steward. 
W.  S.  Lindsley,  Junior  Steward. 
Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

The  returns  show  work  of  the  lodge  from  Jan- 
uary I,  1886,  to  December  31,  1886,  as  follows: 

Initiations — ^W.  J.  Greene,  January  15;  C.  H. 
Brampton,  May  10;  Frank  Kelley,  May  17; 
George  L.  Russell,  June  14;  E.  A.  Kegley  and  C. 
S.  Blackett,  June  15;  John  A.  Kimbro,  July  12; 
J.  F.  Boyce,  July  20;  F.  H.  Norris,  August  2;  P. 
B.  Rhea,  August  4;  W.  S.  Lindsley,  August  4; 
Thomas  Walker,  August  9 ;  George  J.  Miller, 
September  13;  Le  Claire  Stark,  September  22;  W. 
R.  Graves,  October  11. 

Passings — Henry  Moeller,  January  1 8  ;  W.  J. 
Greene,  February  8  ;  Frank  Kelley,  June  2 1 ;  C.  H. 
Brampton,  June  28;  George  L.  Russell,  July  19; 
E.  A.  Kegley,  July  20;  C.  S.  Blackett,  July  27; 
John  A.  Kimbro,  August  9;  J.  F.  Boyce,  August 
23;  F.  H.  Norris,  September  20;  W.  S.  Lindsley, 
September  20;  George  J.  Miller,  October  12;  Le 
Claire  Stark,  October  12;  P.  B.  Rhea,  October  26; 
W.  R.  Graves,  December  8. 

Raisings — Henry  Moeller,  February  14;  W. 
J.  Greene,  March  18;  Frank  Kelley,  July  26; 
George  L,.  Russell,  August  10;  E.  A.  Kegley,  Au- 
gust 14;  C.  S.  Blackett,  August  16;  John  A.  Kim- 
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bro,  September  27;  F.  H.  Norris,  October  18;  W. 
S.  Lindsley,  October  25;  C.  H.  Brampton,  No- 
vember 8 ;  Le  Claire  Stark,  November  1 5  ;  George 
J.  Miller,  November  22. 

Admissions — J.  A.  Bowman,  February  i ;  D.  J. 
Reed,  May  3 ;  W.  H.  Hicks,  December  6. 
Deaths — A.  M.  Mekeel,  March  16. 

Demissions — A.  F.  Linn,  June  7;  A.  P.  Fred- 
erick, October  4;  A.  D.  Stevens,  November  i. 

The  total  membership  of  the  lodge,  January  i, 
1887,  was  167;  dues  of  three  brethren  were  remit- 
ted, and  Grand  Lodge  dues  paid  upon  164.  The 
total  of  such  dues  paid  for  the  year  was  $144. 

1 887-1 888 — At  the  regular  meeting  o'f  May  2, 
1887,  Bro.  John  W.  Henderson,  as  treasurer,  sub- 
mitted his  report  on  lodge  finances  for  the  year 
ending  April  30.  The  income  of  the  lodge  for 
that  period  was  as  follows : 

From  fees  for  degrees $420.00 

Dues  collected 596.32 

From   other   sources 9.30 

Balance  on  hand  May  i,  1886.      25.66 


$1,051.28 
Disbursements : 
By    orders    paid    drafts     52 

to  73 $1,050.80 

Balance  on  hand    April    30, 

1887    48 

$1,051.28 
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The  records  of  Crescent  Lodge  up  to  1874  had 
by  this  time  disappeared.  We  glean  this  informa- 
tion by  a  reference  made  in  the  minutes  of  June  6, 
1887.  May  3,  1871,  the  lodge  at  Concord,  N.  H., 
granted  permission  to  Crescent  Lodge  to  confer 
the  F.  C.  and  M.  M.  degrees  on  Bro.  A.  W.  Col- 
lins, then  a  resident  of  this  city.  Before  this  could 
be  done  Bro.  Collins  removed  to  Minneapolis.  It 
was  not  until  1887  that  he  made  further  move  in 
the  matter.  Then  he  asked  that  rights  thus  granted 
to  Crescent  Lodge  be  waived  in  favor  of  No.  112 
of  Minneapolis  and  that  the  sum  of  $10  he  had 
paid  the  secretary  of  Crescent  Lodge  in  1871  be 
returned.  Records  of  that  year  being  destroyed, 
reference  was  made  to  Bro.  A.  R.  West,  who  re- 
membered the  facts  to  be  as  stated.  Rights  were 
therefore  waived  and  the  long-kept  and  uncalled 
for  fee  returned. 

The  brethren  of  Orient  Lodge  No.  365,  at 
Ainsworth,  Iowa,  being  desirous  of  building  a 
lodge  home,  made  appeal  for  aid  to  lodges 
throughout  the  state.  In  answer  thereto  Crescent 
Lodge  responded  with  a  contribution  of  ten 
dollars.  Such  appeals  were  certainly  beyond 
the  scope  of  proper  assistance  to  be  asked  for  by 
one  lodge  and  granted  by  another.  Yet  these  and 
similar  requests  were  for  a  time  sent  out  in  increas- 
ing numbers  by  weak  but  ambitious  bodies,  until 
they  became  a  real  burden  and  annoyance.  Grand 
Lodge  afterwards  interfered  and  prohibited  the 
sending  of  such  circular  appeals. 

Bro.  Samuel  Ringgold,  who  for  a  number  of 
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years  had  been  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church 
of  this  city,  and  who,  while  a  member  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  had  been  honored  with  appointment  as 
Grand  Chaplain,  severed  his  fraternal  relatfons 
with  the  Cedar  Rapids  brethren  by  removal  from 
the  city,  and  it  was  with  regret  and  expressions  of 
esteem  that  demit  was  granted  on  his  request  of 
September  5,  1887. 

Bro.  U.  B.  Sanders,  secretary,  presented  a  com- 
munication at  this  same  meeting,  announcing  his 
removal  from  the  city,  and  therefore  his  inability 
to  serve  out  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected.  It 
seems  that  no  election  was  held  to  choose  a  suc- 
cessor, and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  a  num- 
ber of  brethren  filled  in  the  position.  As  a  conse- 
quence but  little  of  commendation  can  be  said  for 
the  records  of  the  year  in  question,  and  they  are 
at  times  exceedingly  difficult  to  follow. 

Some  question  seems  to  have  arisen  as  to  the  ad- 
visability of  advertising  meetings  of  the  lodge  in 
the  daily  papers  of  the  city.  A  discussion  of  the 
subject  came  up  at  meeting  of  November  7,  1887. 
It  is  stated  that  "on  motion  of  Bro.  William  Elsom 
the  lodge  sustained  the  Worshipful  Master  in  hav- 
ing card  placed  in  the  Gazette,  and  ordered  same 
continued  until  otherwise  ordered."  In  fact,  this 
custom  of  placing  lodge  card  in  the  papers  had 
been  in  vogue  since  the  very  earliest  years  of 
Crescent  Lodge.  It  appears  in  the  yellowed  files 
of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Times  week  after  week 
through  the  50's  and  6o's.  Of  late  years  this  has 
been  abandoned  as  a  useless  practice.     The  news- 
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papers  are  now  resorted  to  that  notice  may  be 
given  of  particular  meetings.  These  are  pub- 
lished as  matter  of  interest  to  many  readers,  to 
give  information  to  visitors  or  transient  brethren 
in  the  city,  and,  being  news,  are  without  cost  to  the 
lodge. 

A  number  of  brethren  were  suspended  at  the 
regular  of  December  5  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
The  greater  number  of  them  were  reinstated  with- 
in a  short  time.  The  names  follow :  Bros.  C.  S. 
Blackett,  S.  Mathews,  J.  C.  Hurlburt,  C.  L.  Mul- 
len, B.  F.  Parks,  W.  H.  Storrs,  Thos.  M.  Giber- 
son,  William  Walker,  H.  L.  Phelps,  M.  J.  Smith 
and  T.  M.  D.  Harvey. 

The  compensation  of  lodge  secretary  was  pro- 
posed to  be  changed  at  the  regular  meeting  of 
April  2,  1888.  The  by-laws  then  in  force  pro- 
vided that  "he  shall  receive  for  his  services  as 
aforesaid  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  each  meeting 
at  which  he  performs  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
in  addition  thereto  the  amount  of  his  dues."  To 
this  Bro.  William  Elsom  proposed  amendment 
that  such  compensation  should  be  "one  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  less  two  dollars  for  every  meet- 
ing at  which  he  is  not  present."  This  was  adopted 
at  the  succeeding  stated  meeting. 

The  election,  held  April  2,  1888,  resulted  in 
choice  of  the  following  brethren: 

William  H.  Gamble,  Worshipful  Master. 

Richard  Almy,  Senior  Warden. 

John  A.  KImbro,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Edgar  A.  Charles,  Secretai-y. 
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The  appointive  officers  are  variously  given  and 
were  installed  at  different  times.  These  would 
seem  to  constitute  the  list: 

L.  E.  Grant,  Senior  Deacon. 

C.  H.  Robinson,  Junior  Deacon. 

W.  S.  Lindsley,  Senior  Steward. 

A.  E.  Meacham,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

The  returns  of  work  and  condition  of  the  lodge 
are  from  Januaiy  i,  1887,  to  December  31  of  the 
same  year.    A  summary  of  these  is  as  follows : 

Initiations — S.  F.  Meguire,  March  14;  A.  B. 
Poore,  April  1 1 ;  Charles  Schneider,  May  9 ;  G.  J. 
Consigney,  July  11;  A.  Sandrock  and  A.  E. 
Meacham,  July  t8;  J.  L.  Richeson,  August  8;  S. 
E.  Seeley,  September  1 2 ;  Charles  Aussicker,  Octo- 
ber 10;  D.  L.  Murray,  October  17. 

Passings — S.  F.  Meguire,  April  25  ;  A.  B.  Poore, 
May  1 6 ;  Charles  Schneider,  June  1 3 ;  A.  Sand- 
rock,  August  8;  A.  E.  Meacham,  August  22; 
Charles  Aussicker,  November  14;  G.  J.  Consigney, 
December  19. 

Raisings— P.  B.  Rhea,  January  31;  W.  R. 
Graves,  April  18;  S.  F.  Meguire,  June  29;  Charles 
Schneider,  August  1 5  ;  A.  Sandrock,  September  1 5  ; 
A.  B.  Poore,  September  26;  A.  E.  Meacham,  No- 
vember 3;  Charles  Aussicker,  December  12. 

Admissions — A.  R.  Beem,  January  3;  L.  E. 
Grant,  March  7. 

Reinstatements — E.  Matschke,  November  7 ;  C. 
L.  Mullen,  December  6;  C.  S.  Blackett,  Decem- 
ber 17. 
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Deaths — C.  S.  Bennett,  January  24;  G.  W. 
Waldron,  June  22;  J.  W.  Augsbury,  December  21. 

Demissions — F.  J.  Upton  and  J.  T.  Rhodes, 
July  4 ;  Samuel  Ringgold,  September  5 ;  Charles 
Grosjean,  L.  J.  Rice,  H.  T.  Rice,  James  Scott  and 
Thomas  Devendorf,  December  5. 

The  membership  for  the  year  was  increased  13, 
and  decreased  (including  suspensions)  22,  leaving 
a  total  of  149  on  December  31,  1887,  as  against 
158  on  January  i  of  the  same  year.  The  total  of 
Grand  Lodge  dues  for  the  year  was  $134.75. 

1 888-1 889 — Crescent  Lodge,  together  with  the 
other  Masonic  bodies  of  the  city  and  brethren 
from  abroad,  attended  at  the  Masonic  Library 
March  14,  1888.  The  date  was  thus  chosen  to 
honor  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Masonic  life  of 
Grand  Secretary  T.  S.  Parvin.  The  occasion  was 
of  great  interest  locally.  In  this  connection  it  may 
be  stated  that  the  lodges  and  individual  brethren 
of  the  state  united  in  a  gift  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, which  was  presented  to  him  as  a  jubilee  offer- 
ing at  Grand  Lodge  session  in  this  city  June  7, 
1888.  This  took  the  form  of  a  check  for  $1,530, 
and  presentation  was  made  by  Bro.  Clark  Vamum 
of  Newton  Lodge  No.  59. 

An  episode  of  interest  is  thus  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  Crescent  Lodge  for  May  7,  1888: 
"During  the  ceremonies  of  this  (the  third)  degree, 
Past  Master  A.  R.  West  presented  our  Honorable 
Treasurer,  Bro.  John  W.  Henderson,  with  an  ele- 
gant treasurer's  jewel,  as  a  token  of  the  friendship 
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and  brotherly  love  in  which  this  lodge  holds  Bro. 
Henderson  for  his  faithful  services  for  twenty 
years.  After  reply  by  Bro.  Henderson,  Bro.  Grand 
Secretary  T.  S.  Parvin  entertained  those  present 
with  a  few  well-timed  remarks.  Supper  was  then 
served  in  the  banquet  hall,  after  which  work  on  the 
degree  was  resumed  and  concluded." 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  June,  1888,  after  in- 
vestigation of  the  subject  and  careful  consideration 
of  cost,  it  was  resolved  to  light  the  lodge  hall  and 
other  rooms  with  electricity,  and  the  work  was  or- 
dered. 

At  this  same  meeting  was  held  the  concluding 
session  of  Grand  Lodge  School  of  Instruction. 
Bro.  Charles  R.  Kimbro  was  raised  to  the  Sublime 
Degree  of  a  Master  Mason,  the  stations  and  other 
offices  of  the  lodge  being  occupied  as  follows : 

P.  G.  M.  C.  T.  Granger,  W.  M. 

P.  G.  M.  W.  P.  Allen,  S.  W. 

John  A.  Kimbro,  J.  W. 

P.  J.  G.  W.  E.  A.  Charles,  Secretary. 

P.  G.  M.  George  B.  Van  Saun,  S.  D. 

C.  H.  Robinson,  J.  D. 

L.  E.  Grant,  S.  S. 

W.  S.  Lindsley,  J.  S. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

The  fort}'-fifth  annual  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  convened  in  Greene's  Opera 
House,  Cedar  Rapids,  on  Tuesday,  June  5,  1885. 
The  officers  and  members  were  escorted  from  the 
Library  building  to  the  place  of  meeting  by  local 
brethren  and  Apollo  Commandery  No.  26,  K.  T. 
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This  was  a  business  session  from  the  start.  It  was 
known  that  all  were  welcomed  by  the  Masons  and 
citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  it  was  not  necessary 
to  waste  words  in  reiterating  the  sentiment. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  Library  buHding 
was  thrown  open  and  an  entertainment  and  re- 
freshments provided  for  the  brethren.  To  the 
good  things  before  them,  the  visitors  were  invited 
in  a  very  neat  speech  by  Bro.  W.  H.  Gamble,  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  Crescent  Lodge.  Deputy  Grand 
Master  Phelps  of  Atlantic  responded. 

While  this  was  in  progress  the  lodge  was  again 
in  session,  and  with  the  same  Past  Grand  officers 
and  Custodians  In  charge,  Bro.  C.  F.  Smith,  a  Fel- 
low Craft  of  Crescent  Lodge,  was  raised  in  the 
third  degree. 

On  November  4,  1888,  Crescent  Lodge  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  Bro.  A.  J.  Du- 
slll.  The  stations  were  ordered  draped  in  mourn- 
ing for  thirty  days  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  brother. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  December  3  the  lodge 
directed  the  purchase  of  a  set  of  silver  jewels  and 
proper  collars  for  the  use  of  Its  othcers,  the  cost 
being  limited  to  $75.  Bro.  William  Elsom  was 
given  charge  of  this  purchase,  and  presented  the 
jewels,  which  are  those  now  in  use,  at  the  stated 
meeting  of  January. 

By  action  taken  In  Grand  Lodge  the  time  for 
election  of  officers  was  changed  from  April  to  De- 
cember. In  this  way  the  reports  made  annually 
and  the  official  terms  synchronized.     The  reader 
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hereof  will  find  that  this  change  makes  reference 
more  convenient,  as  story  of  each  year  can  be  given 
separately  and  complete,  without  the  overlapping 
which  has  so  far  been  necessary  in  this  compilation. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  in  choice  of  the 
following'  brothers : 

William  Elsom,  Worshipful  Master. 

John  A.  Kimbro,  Senior  Warden. 

Chris.  H.  Robinson,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Robert  Gamble,  Secretary. 

Installation  occurred  December  17,  1885,  at 
which  time  the  following  appointive  officers  were 
announced  and  inducted  into  their  places : 

George  Consigney,  Senior  Deacon. 

W.  H.  Bushnell,  Junior  Deacon. 

W^m.  H.  Smouse,  Senior  Steward. 

Samuel  B.  Cowden,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

A  synopsis  of  work  for  the  year  1888  follows: 

Initiations — ^W.  F.  A.  Bowers,  February  13; 
T.  J.  Duncan,  February  20;  Charles  R.  Kimbro 
and  C.  F.  Smith,  April  9;  Joseph  Morehead  and 
George  Peterson,  April  16;  E.  C.  Dailey,  May 
14;  S.  D.  Hibbard,  June  12;  B.  F.  Tidd,  Samuel 
B.  Cowden  and  W.  H.  Bushnell,  July  9;  Joseph 
Moore,  October  8 ;  Charles  G.  Jones  and  Joseph 
McKnight,  October  22;  J.  M.  Alexander,  Novem- 
ber 12;  George  M.  Johnson,  December  17. 

Passings — D.  L.  Murray,  February  27;  W.  F. 
A.  Bowers  and  T.  J.  Duncan,  April  23 ;  Joseph 
Morehead  and  Charles  R.  Kimbro,  May  21;  C. 
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F.  Smith  and  George  Peterson,  May  30;  E.  C. 
Dailey,  June  20;  W.  H.  Bushnell,  Samuel  B.  Cow- 
den  and  B.  F.  Tidd,  September  17 ;  Joseph  Moore, 
November  7;  Joseph  McKnight,  November  26. 

Raisings — George  Consigney,  January  16;  J. 
F.  Boyce,  January  30;  W.  F.  A.  Bowers,  May  7; 
D.  L.  Murray,  May  21;  T.  J.  Duncan,  May  28; 
Charles  A.  KImbro,  June  4 ;  C  F.  Smith,  June  5 ; 
Joseph  Morehead,  June  1 1 ;  George  Peterson, 
June  25;  E.  C.  Dailey,  July  16;  W.  H.  Bushnell, 
September  24;  B.  F.  Tidd,  November  14;  Samuel 
B.  Cowden,  November  19;  Joseph  Moore,  De- 
cember 10. 

Admissions — W.  A.  Miller,  February  6; 
Charles  H.  Balheim,  March  5. 

Reinstatements — ^\V.  H.  Storrs  and  Thos.  M. 
Giberson,  January  2 ;  J.  C.  Hurlburt,  February  2. 

Deaths — ^A.  J.  Dusill,  November  4. 

Demissions — S.  Magnus  and  U.  B.  Saunders, 
January  2;  A.  B.  Everett,  May  7. 

Nineteen  were  added  to  the  membership  during 
the  year,  the  total  decrease  being  four.  The  full 
total  stood  at  164  for  January  i,  1889.  The  dues 
of  three  were  demitted  on  account  of  inability  to 
pay.  The  total  amount  due  Grand  Lodge  was 
$145.25. 

A  statement  of  interesting  facts  is  appended 
to  the  returns,  from  which  we  glean  the  following 
information:  The  share  of  Crescent  Lodge  for 
hall  rent  was  $100  per  annum.  The  furniture  and 
other  properties  held  jointly  were  valued  at  $5,000, 
and  insurance  to  that  amount  was  carried  thereon. 


ROBERT  GAMBLE 
Worshipful  Master  in  1890 
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The  lodge  had  no  Indebtedness  and  had  a  cash 
balance  in  its  treasury  of  $614.22,  with  dues  out- 
standing to  the  amount  of  $250.  The  sum  of 
$48.25  was  all  it  was  necessaiy  to  spend  for  char- 
ity during  the  year.  The  average  attendance  at 
stated  meetings  had  been  18^. 

1889 — At  the  regular  meeting  of  March  4  a 
committee,  previously  appointed,  reported  that  an 
easy  and  cushioned  chair  had  been  purchased  for 
the  Tyler.  Bro.  Farr  was  accordingly  called  into 
the  lodge  room  and  this  provision  for  his  comfort 
properly  presented  by  Bro.  William  Elsom,  Wor- 
shipful Master. 

An  appeal,  in  form  of  a  circular  letter  from  the 
Grand  Master,  was  received  by  the  lodge  at  its 
July  meeting,  asking  assistance  for  the  destitute 
and  bereaved  sufferers  of  the  disaster  at  Johns- 
town, Pa.  In  response  thereto  the  sum  of  $20  was 
ordered  paid  to  the  Grand  Secretary.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  on  May  31,  1889,  an  immense 
reservoir  above  the  City  of  Johnstown  gave  way, 
without  giving  opportunity  of  warning  to  the  In- 
habitants, and  that  the  disaster  was  then  almost 
unprecedented  for  damage  wrought  and  lives  de- 
stroyed. So  great  was  the  loss  and  so  pressing  the 
needs  of  the  survivors  that  local  and  even  state  aid 
was  inadequate.  The  whole  country  was  called 
upon,  and  through  every  channel  of  organized  ef- 
fort quick  assistance  was  proffered  the  sufferers. 

Again  there  comes  upon  this  record  an  affair 
which,  were  It  possible,  we  would  pass  in  absolute 
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silence.  But  history  would  belie  its  name  which 
took  no  account  of  darker-shaded  portions  of  the 
record.  To  report  that  one  of  its  members  trans- 
gressed not  only  the  laws  of  the  fraternity,  but  the 
rules  of  clean  living  and  morality  brings  no  re- 
proach upon  the  lodge.  Rather,  it  is  to  the  credit 
of  the  body,  as  showing  that  a  strict  standard  is 
maintained  and  that  there  is  no  condonation  of 
grave  offenses. 

At  the  stated  communication  of  August  5,  1889, 
charges  were  preferred  against  Bro.  A.  Sandrock. 
These  were  prepared  and  presented  by  the  secre- 
tarv'.  The  accusation  against  the  brother  was  of 
a  nature  which  may  not  be  mentioned  here,  but  is 
covered  by  the  seventh  prohibition  of  the  M.  M.'s 
obligation.  The  prosecuting  witness  in  the  case 
was  Bro.  C.  G.  Jones,  an  Entered  Apprentice  Ma- 
son. Trial  upon  these  charges  was  had  at  the  reg- 
ular meeting  of  September  2,  Bro.  E.  C.  Barber 
being  prosecutor  in  behalf  of  the  lodge.  The  only 
evidence  offered  was  the  full  statement  of  Bro.  C. 
G.  Jones,  there  being  no  defense.  The  ballot  was 
for  guilt  proven  as  charged,  and  punishment  was 
fixed  at  expulsion. 

Charges  were  also  preferred  against  Bro.  C.  G. 
Jones  for  conduct  unbecoming  a  Mason,  but  these 
were  not  sustained,  nor  was  he  brought  to  trial. 

The  minutes  throughout  this  year  are  crowded 
with  record  of  work  done,  but  incidents  of  interest 
rarely  show  among  the  routine  entries.  On  the  2d 
of  December  officers  were  elected,  with  result  as 
follows : 
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Robert  Gamble,  Worshipful  Master. 
John  A.  Kimbro,  Senior  Warden. 
W.  H.  Bushnell,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
George  Consigney,  Secretary. 

These  were  installed  December  30,  1889,  to- 
gether with  the  following  appointive  officers: 

George  M.  Johnson,  Senior  Deacon. 

Samuel  B.  Cowden,  Junior  Deacon. 

Joseph  Moore,  Senior  Steward. 

Joseph  McKnight,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  T.  S.  Parvin  acted  as 
installing  officer,  with  Bro.  A.  R.  West  as  marshal. 

The  Worshipful  Master  appointed  as  finance 
committee  Past  Masters  A.  R.  West,  A.  Mann  and 
William  Elsom. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  ceremonies  Bro.  A. 
R.  West,  in  behalf  of  the  lodge,  presented  the  re- 
tiring Master,  Bro.  William  Elsom,  with  a  beauti- 
ful Past  Master's  jewel. 

A  synopsis  of  work  for  the  year  1889  follows: 

Initiations — H.  W.  Robinson  and  F.  W.  Bush- 
nell, April  8;  E.  A.  Helm,  April  15;  H.  E.  Bil- 
lau,  April  22;  G.  S.  Rugh  and  F.  H.  Consigney, 
May  13;  S.  F.  Morrison,  June  i ;  C.  S.  Weston 
and  C.  W.  Weaver,  June  10;  Martin  Evans  and 
Joseph  Tomlinson,  Jr.,  July  8 ;  Francis  Smith, 
August  12. 

Passings — George  M.  Johnson,  January  14;  J. 
M.   Alexander,    January   28;   H.   W.    Robinson, 
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April  29 ;  E.  A.  Helm,  May  2 ;  C.  S.  Weston,  July 
15;  S.  F.  Morrison,  July  22;  Martin  Evans,  Au- 
gust 12;  G.  S.  Rugh,  August  26;  Joseph  Tomlin- 
son,  Jr.,  September  30;  Francis  Smith,  October  14. 

Raisings — Joseph  McKnight,  January  21; 
George  M.  Johnson,  February  18;  J.  M.  Alexan- 
der, February  25;  H.  W.  Robinson,  May  27;  E. 
A.  Helm,  June  24 ;  C.  S.  Weston,  August  1 9 ;  Mar- 
tin Evans,  August  21 ;  S.  F.  Morrison,  August  30; 
Joseph  Tomlinson,  Jr.,  September  30;  George  S. 
Rugh,  December  9 ;  Francis  Smith,  December  23. 

Admissions — E.  T.  Terrill,  April  i ;  C.  E. 
Langlois,  June  3. 

Deaths — C.  E.  Calder,  December  31. 
Demissions — M.  J.  Whitfield,  December  6. 
Expulsions — ^A.  Sandrock,  September  2. 

This  shows  an  increase  of  13  in  membership  and 
a  decrease  of  3,  bringing  the  net  membership  at 
January  i,  1890,  to  174.  The  amount  of  unpaid 
dues  upon  the  books  at  this  time  was  $294.60,  and 
a  cash  account  of  $1,008.21.  Twelve  stated  and 
twenty-eight  called  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year,  the  average  attendance  at  stated  meetings  be- 
ing 21  1-6. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

1890-1895. 

T  890 — The  first  meeting  of  Crescent  Lodge  for 
A  the  year  1890  was  called  January  2,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  the  funeral  of  Bro.  C.  E.  Calder, 
who  died  at  his  home  in  this  city  December  31, 
1889.  Thirty-five  brethren  were  in  attendance. 
The  Worshipful  Master  appointed  Bro.  E.  H. 
Meyers  as  marshal,  and  Bros.  J.  T.  Hamilton, 
John  W.  Henderson,  A.  R.  West,  W.  B.  Mack, 
A.  Mann  and  B.  F.  Howland  as  pall-bearers.  "The 
lodge  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  our  late  brother 
to  and  from  thence  to  the  cemetery,  where  his 
-mortal  remains  were  laid  away  with  due  Masonic 
honors." 

The  cases  of  those  brothers  who  were  long  in 
arrears  for  dues  came  up  at  the  regular  meeting  of 
January  6,  and  the  following  declared  suspended: 
C.  L.  Mullen,  C.  S.  Blackett,  John  Seanor,  E.  L. 
Day  and  E.  H.  Israel. 

At  this  time  we  get  first  inkling  of  the  movement 
which  in  a  few  years  afterwards  resulted  in  build- 
ing of  the  present  Masonic  Temple. 

"Bro.  William  Elsom  presented  the  following 
resolutions,  which,  upon  his  motion,  were  adopted : 

"That  as  Crescent  Lodge  has  a  surplus  of  funds 
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on  hand,  and,  whereas,  such  funds  should  be  in- 
vested for  such  time  as  may  be  needed  to  assist  in 
building  a  Masonic  Temple — the  consummation  of 
which  at  no  distant  time  is  the  earnest  wish  of  every 
Master  Mason  in  the  city — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Worshipful  iVIaster  and 
Wardens  of  said  Lodge,  and  their  successors  in  of- 
fice, be  and  are  hereby  appointed  and  constituted  a 
board  of  trustees  to  take  charge  of  and  invest  all 
such  funds  in  first  mortgage  bonds  or  first  mort- 
gage security  on  real  estate  secui'Ity,  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  voted  for  the  purpose  herein 
stated." 

As  an  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  same  brother 
then  moved — 

"That  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for 
five  hundred  dollars,  the  same  to  be  Invested  by  the 
trustees  In  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  previous  reso- 
lution." 

This  amount,  therefore,  was  the  beginning  and 
nucleus  of  a  veiy  considerable  fund  which  Crescent 
Lodge  accumulated  and  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
site  and  erection  of  the  present  Temple.  The 
Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids  were  determined  to  have 
a  building  of  their  own  and  to  be  known  as  the 
home  of  the  local  bodies.  They  were  also  am- 
bitious that  this  should  be  of  the  best,  and  planned 
accordingly.  Whether  In  all  their  methods  and  ex- 
penditures they  were  wise  It  Is  not  for  us  to  dis- 
cuss. Certain  it  is  that  the  building,  while  a 
source  of  pride  to  the  fraternity,  was  in  size  and 
location  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  city's  needs. 
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So  far  as  the  various  bodies  are  concerned,  this 
building  has  been  by  no  means  a  paying  Investment. 

At  this  same  meeting  "Bro.  Alexander  Laurance 
presented  to  the  lodge,  through  the  Worshipful 
Master,  a  Bible,  to  be  used  at  all  outdoor  ceremo- 
nies and  funerals  of  said  Lodge.  On  motion,  same 
was  accepted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  tendered  Bro. 
Laurance  for  his  generosity." 

Crescent  Lodge  has  always  been  generous  when 
sickness,  poverty  or  death  among  Its  membership 
have  made  aid  necessary.  But  now  and  then  there 
are  met  with  those  having  relationship  to  the  dis- 
tressed or  deceased  who  altogether  misapprehend 
the  nature  of  Masonic  charity.  These  imagine 
that  It  is  a  right  to  be  demanded,  irrespective  of 
circumstances,  or  whether  a  real  necessity  exists. 
Bro.  F.  T.  Parslow  died  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  Jan- 
uary 25,  1890.  This  sad  Intelligence  was  con- 
veyed to  the  lodge  in  a  communication  from 
George  W.  Parslow  of  San  Francisco,  and  read  be- 
fore the  body  March  3.  Accompanymg  was  a  bill 
for  the  funeral  expenses,  as  incurred  by  the  writer 
of  the  communication,  amounting  to  $128.  This 
sum  he  asked  that  the  lodge  should  refund  to  him. 
One  Item  of  expense  was  $10  expended  by  the 
Worshipful  Master  of  lodge  at  El  Paso  in  connec- 
tion with  the  funeral  of  Bro.  Parslow.  This  was 
ordered  repaid,  but  for  the  remaining  sum  the  sec- 
retary was  instructed  to  reply  that,  no  necessity  ex- 
isting, Crescent  Lodge  did  not  feel  under  obliga- 
tions to  assume  the  same. 

A  further  communication  was    received    later 
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from  the  same  person,  again  urging  repayment  for 
these  funeral  expenses.  He  asked  that  the  matter 
be  again  submitted  to  the  lodge.  This  was  done, 
but  the  second  letter  failed  to  adduce  any  good  rea- 
son why  these  expenses  should  be  so  met.  After  a 
very  full  discussion  it  was  decided  to  return  the 
communications  and  bills  to  the  writer,  with  the 
information  that  the  lodge,  after  due  consideration, 
did  not  feel  justified  in  paying  the  expenses  in- 
curred. 

In  pleasant  contrast  to  this  was  the  action  of 
brethren  at  El  Paso,  Texas.  As  noted  above,  the 
sum  of  $io  expended  by  the  lodge  at  that  place 
was  ordered  refunded.  In  return  there  came  a 
letter  from  Bro.  Graham  Smith,  W.  M.  of  El 
Paso  Lodge  No.  130,  returning  the  draft  sent. 
He  explained  that  what  had  been  done  for  Bro. 
Parslow  before  and  after  his  death  was  but  their 
Masonic  duty,  and,  therefore,  a  privilege'  and 
pleasure.  The  brother  sojourning  among  them  was 
entitled  to  such  care  and  assistance  as  his  necessi- 
ties demanded.  Therefore  the  brethren  of  El  Paso 
Lodge  did  not  feel  justified  in  accepting  repay- 
ment. The  only  thing  possible  was  done.  Reply 
was  sent  Bro.  Smith,  expressing  appreciation  of  the 
Masonic  qualities  exhibited  by  himself  and  his 
brethren,  and  tendering  to  them  the  sincere  thanks 
and  grateful  regards  of  the  members  of  Crescent 
Lodge. 

Bro.  A.  E.  Meacham  of  this  lodge  died  March 
18,  1890,  while  temporarily  residing  in  Estherville, 
Iowa.     The  brethren  of  North  Star  Lodge  No. 
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447  of  that  place  tenderly  cared  for  Bro.  Meacham, 
and  afterwards  furnished  an  escort  to  Cedar  Rap- 
ids, where  the  funeral  services  were  held,  con- 
ducted by  Crescent  Lodge.  Bro.  F.  L.  Sherwood 
passed  away  April  29th.  His  funeral  was  private, 
but  appropriate  action,  expressive  of  sorrow  and 
s)Tnpathy,  was  taken  by  the  lodge  at  its  stated 
meeting  of  May  q. 

Again  on  May  14th  members  of  the  lodge  were 
called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  another  brother.  On 
that  date  the  soul  of  Bro.  Geo.  H.  Beck  answered 
the  summons  of  its  Maker.  A  funeral  lodge  was 
held  May  16.  Bro.  E.  H.  Meyers  was  appointed 
marshal,  and  Bros.  Elsom,  GIfFord,  Phipps, 
Smouse,  Bowman  and  Consigney  acted  as  pall- 
bearers. The  record  thus  relates  the  proceedings : 
"The  members  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  our 
late  Bro.  Beck,  where  religious  services  were  con- 
ducted by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Palmer,  after  which  all 
accompanied  the  remains  to  the  cemetery,  where 
the  usual  Masonic  services  were  held.  Thence  the 
brethren  marched  in  procession  to  the  hall,  when 
lodge  was  closed  in  form." 

From  a  very  early  period  the  workers  of  Cres- 
cent Todge  had  made  frequent  visits  to  nearby 
lodges,  to  exemplify  the  degrees,  to  witness  their 
conferring  by  others  and  to  enlarge  their  Masonic 
knowledge  and  acquaintance.  All  the  neighboring 
towns  knew  of  the  quality  of  the  Cedar  Rapids 
brethren,  and  called  upon  them  for  assistance  or 
in\nted  their  presence  at  occasions  of  interest.  At 
the  time  we  have  now  reached  we  note  frequent 
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mention  of  such  invitations  from  Tyrell  Lodge 
No.  116  at  Waverly,  and  the  very  frequent  pres- 
ence of  brothers  from  that  place  m  our  meetings. 
The  intimacy  thus  encouraged  and  kept  up  has  had 
very  beneficial  influence.  It  has  extended  the 
reputation  of  Crescent  lodge  for  good  work,  and 
the  officers  of  each  succeeding  year  have  labored 
to  keep  up  such  good  repute.  It  has  had  the  effect 
of  making  this  city  a  Masonic  center,  to  which  the 
near-by  lodges  turn  for  information  or  assistance. 
In  this  way,  too,  the  town  itself  has  also  been  bene- 
fited. As  an  example  we  find  Crescent  invited  to 
attend  at  Waverly  September  10,  the  occasion 
being  conferring  of  the  third  degree.  A  return 
visit  was  paid  by  a  large  number  from  Tyrell 
Lodge  when  the  same  degree  was  conferred  by 
Crescent  lodge  on  the  evening  of  October  2.  It 
goes  without  saying  that  at  all  such  times  the  vis- 
itors went  home  refreshed  with  more  than  the 
symbolic  corn,  wine  and  oil. 

Yet  again  during  this  year,  1890,  Crescent 
Lodge  was  called  to  meet  for  the  sad  duty  of  pay- 
ing last  honors  to  its  dead.  November  7th  death 
erased  from  the  roll  of  earthly  membership  the 
name  of  Bro.  W.  Beyer.  The  funeral,  conducted 
by  the  lodge  and  very  largely  attended,  was  held 
from  the  family  residence  November  9th. 

By  this  time  the  "Cerneau"  fight,  to  which  refer- 
ence was  made  in  preceding  chapter,  had  reached 
a  conclusion  in  the  Grand  Body.  The  final  refer- 
ences thereto  and  action  taken  is  of  interest  to 
Cedar  Rapids   Masons.     The  struggle  had  been 
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carried  Into  the  civil  courts,  and  the  principal  legal 
battle  had  been  fought  out  in  our  own  county,  the 
parties  heading  opposition  to  Grand  Lodge  being 
then  members  of  Crescent  Lodge.  For  these  rea- 
sons of  place  and  participation,  and  to  give  our 
readers  a  clear  idea  of  the  matter  there  is  here 
given  extracts  from  the  annual  address  of  Grand 
Master  Gamble,  delivered  before  Grand  Lodge 
at  Ottumwa  June  3,  1890.  The  length  of  extract 
is  justified  by  importance  of  the  subject: 

"By  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  last  com- 
munication thereof,  in  the  adoption  of  certain 
resolutions  reported  by  a  duly  appointed  commit- 
tee, it  was  determined  that  Cerneau  Masonry  was 
not  congenial  with  the  peace  and  growth  of  York 
Rite  Masonry  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  the 
Cerneau  body  of  the  'Ancient  and  Accepted  Scot- 
tish Rite  for  the  United  States  of  America,  their 
Territories  and  Dependencies,'  and  its  Consistories 
and  subordinate  bodies,  were  forbidden  to  occupy 
or  do  work  in  our  territory;  and  all  Master  Ma- 
sons were  enjoined  from  conferring,  communicat- 
ing, or  taking  any  of  the  degrees  of  said  body,  and 
all  who  had  prior  thereto  taken  or  received  such 
degrees  were  given  until  our  present  communica- 
tion in  which  to  withdraw  from  or  sever  their  con- 
nection with  such  Cerneau  bodies,  and  It  was  made 
the  duty  of  the  Grand  Master  to  enforce,  by 
proper  edict,  such  resolutions. 

"In  compliance  with  the  duty  thus  imposed  by 
the  fifth  of  said  resolutions,  I,  on  the  20th  day  of 
June  last.  Issued  Edict  No.  i,  in  which  the  action 
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of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  subject  was  set  out  in 
substance,  and  the  executive  officer  of  the  subor- 
dinate lodges  was  strictly  required  to  enforce  the 
requirements  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  premises. 
Said  edict  Is  published  in  the  appendix  hereto. 

"On  the  same  day  I  also  issued  Edict  No.  2, 
in  which  the  resolutions  adopted  as  aforesaid  were 
set  out  in  extenso,  and  by  it  all  Masters  were  re- 
quired to  cause  the  same  to  be  audibly  read  in  open 
lodge  at  the  first  meeting  after  its  receipt,  and  to 
post  the  same  up  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  ante- 
room of  the  lodge,  and  to  keep  the  same  so  posted 
until  otherwise  directed,  that  the  members  might 
have  due  notice  thereof. 

"There  was  also  prepared  by  my  direction  a 
pamphlet  containing  extracts  from  the  address  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Blackmar,  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  such  address,  and  the  complete  ac- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  Cemeau  question, 
including  the  appointment  of  the  committee  of  five, 
their  report,  and  the  final  vote  thereon. 

"Copies  of  each  of  the  above-mentioned  docu- 
ments, with  a  return-card  receipt,  were  placed  in 
an  envelope,  postage  paid,  and  addressed  and  sent 
to  each  of  the  Masters  of  the  lodges  m  this  juris- 
diction, and  receipts  therefor,  duly  signed,  were 
returned  to  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  as 
directed. 

"Desiring,  if  possible,  to  place  myself  in  per- 
sonal communication  with  each  Master  Mason 
within  our  jurisdiction  who  had  taken  the  Cemeau 
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degrees,  I,  on  the  6th  day  of  July  last,  issued  Edict 
No.  3,  and  mailed  the  same  with  blank  returns  to 
each  of  the  T.".  P.".  Grand  Masters  and  Grand 
Secretaries  of  the  several  so-called  Lodges  of  Per- 
fection within  our  territorial  limits.  For  copy  of 
said  edict,  see  appendix  hereto. 

"In  response  to  this  edict  I  received  a  list  of  the 
members  belonging  to  such  lodges  that  reside  in 
this  state  at  Burlington  and  Storm  Lake,  but  from 
no  others. 

"This  much,  and  no  more,  had  all  been  accom- 
plished prior  to  July  27th  last. 

"On  the  last-mentioned  date  suit  was  com- 
menced in  thje  district  court  of  the  state  in,  and 
for  Linn  tounty,  by  filing  a  verified  petition  on  the 
part  of  'The  Grand  Consistory  of  Iowa  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
their  Territories  and  Dependencies, C.  E.  Barnes,  J. 
G.  Graves  and  Henry  Bennett  against  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  James  D.  Gamble,  and  T.  S.  Parvin,'  in 
which,  among  other  things,  it  was  alleged,  sub- 
stantially, that  the  action  taken  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  on  the  Cerneau  question  was  'wrongful, 
illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive.'  That  the  said 
James  D.  Gamble,  as  Grand  Master,  and  the  said 
T.  S.  Parvin,  as  Grand  Secretary  of  the  said 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  combining  and  confederat- 
ing together  with  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa, 
are  wrongfully,  illegally  and  oppressively,  by 
reason  of  circulars,   letters  and  pretended  edicts 
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issued  under  the  pretended  authority  of  the  said 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  engaged  in  threatening, 
coercing,  and  seeking  to  compel  the  individual 
plaintiff  herein,  and  other  members  of  the  plaint- 
iff, the  Grand  Consistory  of  the  state  of  Iowa 
and  its  subordinate  bodies,  into  yielding  obedience 
to  the  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppressive  and  pro- 
scriptive  action  of  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,' 
and  praying  that  a  temporary  writ  of  injunction 
issue  against  each  of  the  defendants,  restraining 
them  from  in  any  manner  or  form  taking  any  ac- 
tion seeking  in  any  degree  to  enforce  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  and  from  issuing  any  edicts,  or 
saying  anything  about  said  Grand  Consistory,  or 
any  of  its  members,  or  any  person  desiring  to  be- 
come a  member  thereof. 

"Strange  as  it  may  seem,  a  temporary  writ  of 
injunction  was  on  the  said  27th  day  of  July  issued 
as  prayed,  and  on  the  29th  day  of  that  month  I 
was  served  with  such  writ,  and  which  in  express 
terms  enjoined  me  from  writing  any  letters  or 
from  issuing  any  circulars,  edicts,  communications, 
publications,  or  making  any  oral  declarations  look- 
ing to  the  enforcement  of  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  so  far  as  it  attempts  to  affect  plaintiff,  its 
subordinate  bodies,  or  its  or  their  members,  or  any 
person  desiring  to  become  a  member. 

"Just  what  the  learned  judge  who  made  the 
order  for  this  injunction  meant  by  the  expres- 
sion, 'or  making  any  oral  declarations'  I  con- 
fess I  have  never  been  able  to  understand.  In 
this  age  of  freedom  and  enlightened  civilization 
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there  are  many  things  that  a  court  or  judge  may 
do.  There  are  some  things,  however,  they  can 
not  do,  and  one  of  the  things  they  cannot  do'  un- 
der the  hberal  provisions  of  our  state  constitution 
is  to  restrain  or  abridge  the  fiberty  of  speech. 

"Soon  after  being  served  with  said  writ  I  called 
a  conference  of  the  present  Grand  Officers  and 
others  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Craft  to 
meet  at  the  Masonic  Library  building  on  the  6th 
day  of  August  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
situation  and  to  determine  what  should  be  done. 
The  conference  was  had  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed, and  after  fully  canvassing  the  situation 
it  was  unanimously  decided  that  there  was  but  one 
thing  to  do,  and  that  was  to  employ  counsel  and 
defend  the  suit.  Accordingly,  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Grand  Secretary,  I  employed 
Brothers  Ball,  Dewey  and  Vamum  as  such  counsel 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  her 
officers,  and  gave  them  instructions  to  force  the 
matter  to  a  hearing  as  soon  as  practicable. 

"A  lengthy  answer,  setting  out  fully  the  action 
taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  together  with  a  motion 
to  dissolve  the  injunction,  was  prepared,  served 
on  counsel  for  plaintiff,  and  duly  filed  in  the  proper 
court. 

"The  hearing  of  the  motion  was  fixed  for  Sep- 
tember 3d  last,  at  Tipton,,  as  the  judge  who  al- 
lowed the  injunction  was  engaged  in  holding  court 
at  that  place,  and  the  time  being  as  early  as  the 
matter  could  be  reached.  At  the  appointed  time 
the  counsel  and  parties  appeared,  and  after  listen- 
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ing  to  arguments  of  counsel,  occupying  some  four 
days  In  duration,  the  judge  sustained  our  motion, 
dissolved  the  Injunction,  and  left  the  cause  to  still 
be  tried  on  Its  merits  on  the  application  for  a  per- 
manent Injunction. 

"After  repeated  efforts  on  the  part  of  counsel 
for  defendants  to  have  the  case  assigned  for  trial 
on  its  merits,  it  was  finally  so  assigned  for  hearing 
on  the  13th  day  of  February  last,  and  on  said  day 
counsel  for  defendants  were  present  ready  and 
fully  prepared  for  a  trial  on  the  merits,  and  thus 
have  the  matter  finally  determined  and  settled,  but 
to  their  utter  astonishment,  in  their  momentary 
absence  from  the  court-room,  and  without  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  the  case  was  dismissed  by  plaint- 
iffs at  their  cost,  and  thus  ended  travesty  number 
one.  Immediately,  however,  after  dismissing  said 
case,  on  the  same  day,  another  original  notice,  en- 
titled: 'The  Grand  Consistory  of  Iowa  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite  for  the  United  States  of  America, 
their  Territories  and  Dependencies,  George  P. 
Wilson,  E.  C.  Barber,  C.  E.  Barnes,  W-  C.  Cross, 
E.  J.  Babcock,  Monroe  Ebl,  J.  B.  Morgan,  F.  L. 
Sherwood,  H.  Bennett,  N.  B.  Evarts,  L.  E.  Hurl- 
burt,  J.  N.  Warren,  F.  C.  Hills,  C.  E.  Wales,  J. 
J.  Steadman,  J.  C.  Mitchell,  and  E.  E.  Smith, 
plaintiffs,  against  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  of 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Masons,  James  D.  Gamble 
and  T.  S.  Parvin,  defendants,'  was  served  on 
Grand  Secretary  Parvin,  notifying  him  that  on  or 
before  the  nth  day  of  March  last  a  petition  would 
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be  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court  of  Linn  county,  praying  for  the  issuance  and 
perpetuation  of  an  injunction  restraining  the  de- 
fendants from  all  action  adverse  to  or  in  any  man- 
ner affecting  said  Grand  Consistory,  or  any  of  its. 
subordinate  bodies  or  members,  and  requiring  him 
to  appear  thereto  and  defend  on  or  before  noon 
of  the  second  day  of  the  March  term  of  said  court. 

"Subsequently,  and  on  the  day  fixed  for  the 
filing  of  said  petition,  the  same  notice  was  served 
on  me,  both  officially  and  personally.  Upon  being 
so  served,  I  immediately  notified  counsel  hereinbe- 
fore named  to  take  charge  of  the  case  and  do  what 
they  could  toward  having  it  disposed  of. 

"A  petition  on  behalf  of  plaintiffs  very  much 
similar  to  the  first,  and  with  the  exhibits  thereto 
attached,  covering  forty-two  pages  of  solidly  type- 
written matter,  was  filed  at  the  time  designated; 
and  after  consultation  with  counsel  it  was  thought 
best  to  file  a  motion  to  strike  from  petition  a  num- 
ber of  the  allegations  thereof,  because  they  were 
irrelevant  and  immaterial;  and  at  the  same  time, 
but  subject  to  the  ruling  of  the  court  on  such  mo- 
tion, to  file  a  demurrer  to  the  entire  petition  as 
made  by  plaintiffs,  to  the  end  that  a  square  decision 
might  be  had  on  the  entire  facts  of  the  case  as 
claimed  by  plaintiffs. 

"This  was  done.  It  was  assigned  in  the  de- 
murrer, among  other  things,  as  a  reason  therefor, 
that  the  facts  stated  In  the  petition  do  not  entitle 
the  plaintiffs  to  the  relief  demanded;  that  the  court 
has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  because  it 
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is  a  voluntary  association,  and  as  such  cannot  be 
sued ;  that  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  action;  and  that  the  court  has  no  juris- 
diction over  the  persons  composing  the  member- 
ship of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  because  not  in 
court. 

"The  motion  and  demurrer  so  filed  were  each 
duly  argued  to  the  court  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
last,  and  on  the  4th  day  of  April  last  the  court 
made  and  filed  the  following  decision  thereon: 

"Motion  to  strike  out  and  from  the  petition 
overruled,  except  as  to  first  and  third  paragraphs 
thereof,  which  are  confessed. 

"Defendants  except. 

"Demurrer  to  petition  sustained;  plaintiffs  ex- 
cept. 

"And  thus  summarily  ended  travesty  number 
two,  so  far  as  the  nisi  prius  court  is  concerned,  and 
thereby  completely  and  fully  vindicating  and  sus- 
taining the  Grand  Lodge  in  her  supreme  authority 
and  right  to  adopt  such  regulations  as  she  may 
deem  for  the  best  interests  of  her  members  and 
the  subordinate  lodges  under  her  jurisdiction.  The 
accomplishment,  however,  of  this  gratifying  result 
has  involved  a  vast  amount  of  labor  and  much  ex- 
pense. 

"On  the  23d  day  of  April  last  the  case  was  ap- 
pealed by  plaintiffs  to  the  Supreme  court  of  the 
state,  and  is  now  pending  in  that  forum." 

The  appeal  thus  taken  to  the  Supreme  court  of 
Iowa  only  resulted  in  affirmation  of  the  decision 
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of  no  jurisdiction  rendered  by  the  inferior  tribunal. 
The  campaign  was  ended,  and  supremacy  of  Grand 
Lodge  established. 

The  following  brothers  in  Iowa,  because  of  per- 
sistent disobedience  to  mandates  of  Grand  Lodge, 
were  therefore  suspended  by  edict  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter, dated  December  2,  1890: 

George  P.  Wilson,  Brilliant  Lodge  No.  433, 
Creston. 

E.  C.  Barber,  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  Cedar 
Rapids. 

Henry  Bennett,  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  Cedar 
Rapids. 

J.  G.  Graves,  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  No.  263, 
Cedar  Rapids. 

E.  J.  Babcock,  Davenport  Lodge  No.  37,  Dav- 
enport. 

J.  B.  Morgan,  Davenport  Lodge  No.  37,  Dav- 
enport. 

Monroe  Ebi,  Trinity  Lodge  No.  208,  Daven- 
port. 

J.  J.  Steadman,  Bluff  City  Lodge  No.  71,  Coun- 
cil Bluffs. 

J.  C.  Mitchell,  Bluff  City  Lodge  No.  71,  Coun- 
cil Bluffs. 

F.  C.  Hills,  Landmark  Lodge  No.  103,  Sioux 
City. 

C.  C.  Wales,  Landmark  Lodge  No.  103,  Sioux 
City. 

N.  B.  Evarts,  Acacia  Lodge  No.  176,  Webster 
City. 
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L.  E.  Hurlbut,  Ashlar  Lodge  No.  iii,  Fort 
Dodge. 

As  matter  of  further  interest  and  relevancy  there 
is  here  given  list  of  those  comprising  the  Cedar 
Rapids  bodies  of  this  "Cerneau"  Rite,  as  extracted 
from  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  of  1890: 

GRAND  CONSISTORY,  IOWA,  CEDAR  RAPIDS,   1 8 85. 

Date  of  Warrant,  September  i6th,   1885. 

Oficers. 

L.  E.  Hurlbut,  33°,  111.'.  Deputy  Com.',  in 
Chief. 

Henry  Bennett,  33",  111.'.  First  Lieut.'.  Com.'. 

N.  B.  Evarts,  33°,  111.".  Second  Lieut.'.  Com.*. 

J.  S.  Love,  111.'.  Min.'.  of  S.".  and  Grand 
Orotor. 

W.  W.  Smith,  111.".  Grand  Treasurer. 
Joseph  G.  Graves,  33°,  Grand  Sec.',  and  K.'. 
of  S.".  and  A.'. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Pratt,  Grand  Prior. 

B.  M.  Soule,  Grand  Master  of  Order. 

R.  W.  Cam.pbell,  Grand  Eng.*.  and  Arch.'. 

E.  C.  Barber,  33°,  Grand  Marshal. 

George  E.  Fullerton,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

T.  K.  Mills,  Grand  Hospitaller. 

G.  W.  Teed,  Grand  Cap.',  of  the  Guard. 

R.  R.  Joyce,  Grand  Sentinel. 

1886. 

L.  P  Dosh.  G.  M.  Schumm. 

Dr.  C.  E.  Barnes,  33".  H.  S.  Storrs. 

Jacob  Rutter.  M.  H.  Bliss. 
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1887. 
George  P.  Wilson,  33".       F.  A.  Allen. 

1888. 

George  T.  Hedges.  A.  J.  Mygatt. 

Allen  Potter.  C.  H.  Ferree. 

C.  W.  Crane. 

1889. 

Fred  C.  Hills,  33°.  J.  J.  Steadman. 

Eli  J.  Babcock,  33°.  Rev.  N.  A.  McAuley. 

Rev.  Fred  W.  Eason.  Edward  Cowan. 

Raymond  Lorenzo.  Alexander  R.  Kerr. 

A.  B.  Dumont.  E.  J.  Hinman. 

1885. 
CEDAR   RAPIDS    LODGE   OF   PERFECTION. 

Date  of  Warrant,  March  24th,  1885. 

E.  C.  Barber,  33",  T.".  P.".  Grand  Master. 

F.  A.  McConahy,  H.".  T.".  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter. 

T.  K.  Mills,  Ven.\  Sen.".  Grand  Warden. 

B.  M.  Soule,  Ven.'.  Jun.".  Grand  Warden. 

C.  B.  Reed,  Grand  Orator. 

W.  W.  Smith,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Joseph  G.  Graves,  33",  Grand  S.'.  K.".  S.*.  and 
A.". 

E.  O.  Edson,  Grand  Master  of  Cer.'. 

R.  R.  Joyce,  Grand  Capt.'.  of  the  Guard. 
S.  T.  Wiggins,  Grand  Hospitaller. 

F.  A.  Allen,  Grand  Tyler. 
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CEDAR  RAPIDS  COUNCIL  OF    PRINCES    OF    JERUS- 
ALEM. 

J.  I.  Love,  M.'.  E.'.  Sov.'.  P.".  Grand  Master. 

A.  B.  Dumont,  G.\  H.".  P.".  Deputy  Grand 
Master. 

George  E.  FuUerton,  M.".  E.'.  Sen.".  Grand 
Warden. 

W.  M.  Downe,  M.".  E.'.  Jun.'.  Grand  Warden. 

:t:George  Schumm,  Val.'.  Grand  Master  of  Cer.". 

A.  W.  Davis,  Val.".  E.".  Master  of  E.'. 

G.  L.  Weiss,  Grand  Tyler. 

CED.\R  RAPIDS  OF  ROSE  CROIX. 

S.  C.  Kenyon,  M.".  W.".  and  P.'.  Master. 

C.  L.  Miller,  M.".  E.".  and  P.".  K.".  Sen.'.  War- 
den. 

M.  L.  Ward,  M.'.  E.".  and  P.".  K.".  Grand 
Orator. 

Joseph  F.  Swab,  Resp.".  and  P.".  K.'.  Master  of 
Cer.". 

J.  S.  Coates,  Resp.'.  and  P.".  K.'.  Cap.",  of  the 
Guard. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  COUNCIL  OF  KADOSH. 

J.  W.  LaGrange,  111.".  First  Lieut.".  Com.". 
J.  R.  Swearengen,  111.".  Second  Lieut.'.  Com.'. 
L.  E.  White,  111.".  Grand  Chancellor. 
M.  G.  Wilson,  111.".  Grand  Eng.'.  and  Arch.'. 
L.  P.  Bardwell,  111.".  Grand  Master  of  Cer.". 
W.  A.  Preston,  111.'.  Grand  Capt.'.  of  Guard. 


tSame  Treasurer  and  Secretary  in  all  the  bodies. 
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1886. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  LODGE  OF  PERFECTION. 

A.  W.  Secrist. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  COUNCIL  OF    PRINCES    OF    JERUS- 
ALEM. 

Dr.  F.  R.  Ross,  J.  Coffits. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  CHAPTER  OF  ROSE  CROIX. 
W.  S.  Davis.  Frank  Witosech. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  COUNCIL  OF  KADOSH. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Pratt. 
1887. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  LODGE  OF  PERFECTION. 

W.  J.  Christler.  C.  H.  Robinson. 

Note.     To  complete  list  of  officers  we  have  in 
some  instances  repeated  same  names. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  COUNCIL  OF    PRINCES    OF    JERUS- 
ALEM. 

George  E.  Palmer. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  CHAPTER  OF  ROSE  CROIX. 

Henry  C.  Moore.  G.  G.  Walters. 

1888. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  LODGE  OF  PERFECTION. 

George  T.  Hedges. 

CEDAR   RAPIDS   COUNCIL   OF   KADOSH.  ! 

J.  A.  Williams. 
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It  was  at  the  meeting  of  December  i,  1890,  that 
Crescent  Lodge  received  and  recorded  edict  of  the 
Grand  Master  in  regard  to  suspension  of  Brothers 
Henry  Bennett  and  E.  C.  Barber. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  of  1890  there 
is  reviewed  the  trial  held  in  Crescent  Lodge  against 
A.  Sandrock.  The  report  of  Committee  on  Ap- 
peals and  Grievances,  affirming  action  taken,  has 
this  of  compliment  for  the  local  Secretary: 

"We  desire  to  diverge,  and  here  congratulate 
Crescent  Lodge  in  having  a  Secretary  (Brother 
Robert  Gamble)  who  presents  us  the  neatest,  most 
complete,  and  most  accurate  transcript  of  a  Ma- 
sonic trial  we  have  ever  examined.  If  all  lodges 
in  this  jurisdiction  had  such  a  Secretary  as  Brother 
Gamble  there  would  be  but  little  work  for  this 
committee,  and  but  few  cases  remanded  for  a  new 
trial  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  in  our  judg- 
ment." 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  December  i,  1890, 
the  officers  of  Crescent  Lodge  for  ensuing  term 
were  chosen,  as  follows : 

John  A.  Kimbro,  Worshipful  Master. 

George  M.  Johnson,   Senior  Warden. 

Samuel  B.  Cowden,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Joseph  Moore,  Secretary. 

The  appointive  officers  were : 

J.  Moorhead,  Senior  Deacon. 

Martin  Evans,  Junior  Deacon. 

Frank  Hunter,  Senior  Steward. 

E.  C.  Dailey,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 


JOHN  A.  KIMBRO 
Worshipful  Master  in  189 
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These  officers,  together  with  those  of  Mt.  Her- 
mon  Lodge  No.  263,  were  jointly  installed  at  a 
special  communication  held  December  22,  this 
meeting  being  very  largely  attended  and  greatly 
enjoyed  by  the  brethren. 

The  work  of  the  year  1890  is  thus  summarized: 

Initiations — C.  H.  Knoll,  January  13;  Frank 
Hunter,  January  23 ;  A.  L.  Mason  and  Frank 
Parmeter,  September  8 ;  John  T.  Carmody,  De- 
cember 8. 

Passings — C.  H.  Knoll,  February  17;  Frank 
Hunter,  July  21;  A.  L.  Mason,  September  22; 
Frank  Parmeter,  September  22. 

Raisings — C.  H.  Knoll,  April  7;  Frank  Hun- 
ter, August  14;  A.  L.  Mason,  October  13;  Frank 
Parmeter,  October  20. 

Reinstatements — John  Seanor  and  E.  W.  S. 
Otto,  May  14. 

Deaths — F.  T.  Parslow,  January  25;  F.  L. 
Sherwood,  April  29;  George  H.  Beck,  May  14; 
A.  E.  Meacham,  March  18;  W.  Beyer,  Novem- 
ber 7. 

Demissions — C.  M.  Thayer  and  F.  C.  Hormel, 
February  6;  D.  D.  Frazee  and  B.  S.  Marvin, 
June  2. 

Suspended  by  Edict  of  Grand  Master — E.  C. 
Barber,  Henry  Bennett. 

Suspensions  for  N.  P.  D.— C.  L.  Mullen,  C.  S. 

Blackett,  John  Seanor,  E.    L,    Day    and    E.   H. 

Israel,  June  6 ;  E.  W.  S.  Otto,  February  3 ;  George 

L.  Stearns,  April  7. 
20 
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The  lodge  at  the  close  of  this  year,  besides 
moneys  invested,  had  a  cash  balance  in  the  treasury 
of  $271.79.  It  had  held  twelve  stated  and  four- 
teen called  meetings.  The  membership  showed  a 
slight  decrease.  Beginning  the  year  with  174,  the 
total  increase  had  been  but  six,  while  the  losses 
from  deaths,  demissions,  suspensions  and  expul- 
sions numbered  eighteen,  leaving  162  as  the  net 
membership  on  January  i,  1891.  The  total  of 
Grand  Lodge  dues  was  $140.00. 

1 89 1 — Nothwithstanding  the  amount  of  work 
which  called  the  membership  so  frequently  in  spe- 
cial meetings  Crescent  Lodge  was  not,  in  these 
days,  satisfied  with  the  opportimities  for  gaining 
familiar  knowledge  of  the  ritual.  Thus  we  find 
several  entries  like  that  of  January  19,  1890,  when 
"the  lodge  proceeded  to  rehearse  the  work  of  the 
third  degree,  with  Past  Master  William  Elsom 
as  instructor."  It  Is  also  Indicated  by  the  minutes 
that  but  few  regular  or  special  meetings  were  held 
without  opportunity'  being  taken  thereat  by  Past 
Masters  and  others  to  Instruct  and  entertain  the 
brethren.  There  was  perhaps  but  little  of  oratory 
on  these  occasions,  but  much  of  practical  wisdom 
and  knowledge  of  the  Craft  in  these  homely  com- 
mon-sense talks. 

The  superior  results  of  work  aided  by  stereopti- 
con  views  illustrative  of  the  emblems  and  cere- 
monies of  the  degrees  had  become  apparent.  April 
6th  we  find  Bro.  William  Elsom  appointed  as  com- 
mittee to  purchase  a  lantern  and  slides  for  use  in 
the  lodge  room,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $75.00. 
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These  accessories  were  accordingly  procured,  and 
were  in  use  until  better  facilities  and  demand  for 
improvement  led  to  the  substitution  a  few  years 
since  of  more  powerful  apparatus. 

Grand  Lodge  again  met  in  Cedar  Rapids  for  its 
forty-eighth  annual  communication,  convening  at 
Greene's  opera  house  on  June  2.  The  escort  to 
Grand  officers  was  furnished  by  Apollo  Comman- 
dery  No.  26,  K.  T.,  under  command  of  Sir  and 
Bro.  E.  A.  Rowland.  The  visitors  were  fittingly 
and  eloquently  welcomed  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Cogswell, 
Worshipful  Master  of  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge.  This 
welcome,  he  said,  was  "on  behalf  of  the  four 
hundred  Masons  of  this  city,  whose  loyalty  none 
can  question,  and  in  behalf  of  our  citizens,  whose 
homes  are  open  for  your  accommodation,  and 
whose  hospitahty  'extends  from  the  center  to  the 
circumference.'  " 

At  that  time  and  for  a  few  years  thereafter  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  adhered  to  the  Grand  Rep- 
resentative system.  It  was  at  least  a  means  where- 
by prominent  brothers  could  be  complimented  by 
commissions  from  other  jurisdictions.  In  the  list 
of  such  representatives  given  at  this  session  ap- 
pears the  name  of  Bro.  A.  R.  West,  Past  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  as  representative  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  South  Dakota. 

Crescent  Lodge  was  fully  represented,  as  mat- 
ter of  course,  by  Bros.  John  A.  Kirabro,  Worship- 
ful Master;  George  M.  Johnson,  Senior  Warden 
and  William  Elsom,  proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 
Many  of  the  local  brethren  also  attended  the  ses- 
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sions,  and  all  were  indefatigable  in  the  work  of  en- 
tertainment. 

Our  minutes  relate  that  some  four  hundred 
brethren  were  in  attendance  at  the  stated  meeting 
of  Crescent  Lodge  held  June  ist.  On  that  even- 
ing, upon  conclusion  of  business,  "Bro.  John  M. 
Redmond,  a  Fellowcraft,  being  in  waiting,  was 
prepared,  received  and  raised  to  the  Sublime  De- 
gree of  a  Master  Mason  in  due  and  ancient  form." 

After  the  election  of  Grand  Officers,  Bro.  C.  H. 
Cogswell,  of  Mt.  Hermon,  was  honored  by  ap- 
pointment as  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

The  thanks  of  Grand  Lodge  to  the  local  breth- 
ren and  citizens  were  thus  expressed: 

Resolved,  By  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  in  Annual  Communication  as- 
sembled, that  for  kind  attention  and  for  courtesies 
extended  to  us,  we  have  only  words  of  thanks  and 
praise. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  thanks  to  the 
hotels  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  the  railroads  of  this 
state  for  their  kindness  to  us  on  this  occasion. 

Resolved,  further.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  are  due  to  the  Masons  and  citizens 
of  Cedar  Rapids  for  their  efforts  and  kind  atten- 
tions in  our  behalf. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  heartfelt  thanks 
to  the  press  of  this  city  for  their  kind  notices  giveh 
us,  and  to  their  representative,  E.  W.  S.  Otto,  we 
have  only  words  of  praise  for  the  efficient  and  ca- 
pable manner  in  which  he  has  reported  our  proceed- 
ings from  day  to  day. 
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Resolved,  In  Conclusion,  that  to  all  of  the  dif- 
ferent Masons  and  citizens  who  have  entertained 
us  so  grandly  and  so  well  we  again  return  you  our 
thanks,  and  wish  you  adieu  with  the  assurance  that 
we  shall  soon  return  again  to  meet  with  you  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  which  we  denominate  the  Masonic 
East  of  Iowa. 

Resolved,  Last,  but  not  least,  that  we  each  ex- 
tend our  kindest  thanks  to  Brothers  C.  H.  Cogs- 
well, John  O.  Baxter,  Frank  Simmons,  and  W.  K. 
Taylor  for  their  personal  efforts  in  entertaining  us 
from  day  to  day  with  such  excellent  music,  all  of 
which  we  will  kindly  remember. 

At  this  session  (June  3,  1891)  the  sentence  of 
suspension  previously  passed  by  edict  of  Grand 
Master  upon  the  thirteen  brothers  before  named 
for  contumacy  in  the  "Cerneau"  affair,  was 
changed  to  expulsion.  This  action  included  Bros. 
Henry  Bennett  and  E.  C.  Barber  of  Crescent 
Lodge. 

Those  periods  of  lodge  history  distinguished  for 
"peace  and  harmony"  among  brethren  afford  but 
few  matters  which  are  to  the  purposes  of  this  com- 
pilation. Thus  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  un- 
der review  one  looks  in  vain  for  incidents  in  the 
record.  There  were  many  meetings  necessitated  by 
the  amount  of  work,  but  these  give  only  the  rou- 
tine information. 

Though  no  statement  is  made,  yet  it  is  well 
known  and  remembered  that  during  all  this  time 
unwearying  efforts  were  being  made  by  those  in- 
terested to  bring  about  the  building  of  a  Masonic 
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Temple.  It  was  an  immense  task  and  sometimes 
discouraging  even  to  the  most  sanguine  and  en- 
thusiastic. There  was  doubt  in  the  minds  of  many 
as  to  ability  of  Masons  in  Cedar  Rapids  to  solve 
the  financial  problems  involved.  Others  questioned 
the  wisdom  of  such  large  expenditure  as  would  be 
necessary.  And  still  others  were  apathetic  and  in- 
different to  the  whole  subjejct.  But  the  few  who 
had  taken  up  the  matter  were  not  such  as  despaired 
of  ultimate  success.  It  is  doubtful  whether  even 
these  projectors  saw  sufficiently  far  into  the  future 
to  forecast  all  the  difficulties.  It  is  certain  that 
they  were  not  aware  of  the  outcome,  and  that,  after 
all,  the  Masonic  bodies  of  Cedar  Rapids,  as  such, 
would  have  but  brief  and  nominal  connection  with 
the  great  structure  to  be  builded.  But  these  en- 
thusiasts have  certainly  deserved  well  of  the  city, 
and  will  be  long  remembered  for  the  energy  with 
which  they  pushed  their  plans  to  realization. 

Officers  for  the  year  1892  were  elected  at  the 
regular  of  December  7,  1891,  resulting  as  fol- 
lows: 

George  M.  Johnson,  Worshipful  Master. 
Samuel  B.  Cowden,  Senior  Warden. 
Martin  Evans,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
Joseph  Moore,  Secretary. 

The  appointive  officers  who  were,  with  the  fore- 
going. Installed  December  21,  are  thus  given: 
William  K.  Shettel,  Senior  Deacon. 
John  T.  Carmody,  Junior  Deacon. 
C.  B.  Whelpley,  Senior  Steward. 
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G.  H.  Mitchell,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

The  summary  of  the  year's  work  follows : 

Initiations — W-  H.  McMullen,  February  9; 
John  M.  Redmond,  April  13;  John  Godden,  May 
9;  William  K.  Shettel,  June  8;  Thomas  E.  Mun- 
holland,  July  13;  Charles  R.  Jordan,  November  4; 
G.  W.  Roark. 

Passings — John  T.  Carmody,  January  12;  W. 
H.  McMullen,  April  20;  John  M.  Redmond,  May 
18;  John  Godden,  June  15;  William  K.  Shettel, 
July  27;  Thomas  E.  Munholland,  August  10; 
Charles  R.  Jordan,  November  25. 

Raisings — John  T.  Carmody,  January  26;  W. 
H.  McMullen,  May  1 1 ;  John  M.  Redmond,  June 
I ;  John  Godden,  July  20 ;  Thomas  E.  Munhol- 
land, September  14;  William  K.  Shettel,  October 
21;  Charles  R.  Jordan,  December  21. 

Admissions — E.  S.  Seeley,  February  2 ;  J.  C. 
Frantz,  and  S.  T.  Wiggins,  May  4;  J.  D.  Bunger, 
July  6;  C.  B.  Whelpley,  August  3;  O.  B.  Mes- 
senger, November  2. 

Reinstatements — J.  A.  Shields,  December  7. 

Demissions — J.  M.  Deitz,  A.  B.  George  and 
T.  S.  Winchell,  January  5 ;  S.  T.  Wiggins,  Febru- 
ary 2 ;  L.  W.  Burt  and  C.  E.  Langlois,  March  2 ; 
Le  Claire  Stark,  June  15;  W.  S.  Davis,  October 
12;  R.  H.  Jones,  Amasa  Mann  and  H.  Moeller, 
November  2 ;  S.  F.  Morrison  and  P.  A.  Wolf, 
December  7. 

Suspensions    (N.  P.  D.) — Henri    Rademecker, 
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C.  F.  Smith,  John  Seanor,  John  Buchanan,  C.  H. 
Hunt,  L.  E.  Grant,  J.  A.  Moeller,  John  Yuill,  E. 
W.  S.  Otto,  J.  A.  Shields,  J.  F.  Swab,  E.  Mat- 
schke,  T.  W.  Giberson,  November  2. 

Payment  of  dues  were  remitted  to  the  following 
brothers:  Ethan  Bliss,  Edgar  A.  Charles,  Will- 
iam Harper,  Alexander  Laurance  and  Dyer  Usher. 

The  total  membership,  owing  to  the  large  num- 
ber of  demissions  and  suspensions  (thirteen  of 
each)  again  shows  a  decrease,  falling  from  162 
to  150,  this  loss  being  offset  only  by  a  gain  of  14. 
It  was  evident  that  effort  was  made  to  clean  up 
outstanding  dues,  the  report  showing  but  $179.40 
unpaid.  The  lodge  had  no  indebtedness,  and  its 
cash  balance  had  increased  to  $633.72. 

1892 — After  consultation  and  agreement  with 
the  other  Masonic  bodies  the  officers  of  Crescent 
Lodge  were  authorized  to  renew  lease  of  hall  then 
occupied  (corner  First  avenue  and  Second  street) 
for  a  term  of  two  years,  from  February  21,  1892, 
at  a  total  rental  for  all  tenants  of  $600.00  per 
annum. 

The  Masonic  Temple  Association  had  been  or- 
ganized and  on  the  evening  of  March  7th  it  was 
ordered — "That  the  officers  of  Crescent  lodge  be 
empowered  to  convert  the  school  bond  for  $500, 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  into  money,  and 
that  the  money  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
be  paid  over  to  them,  and  that  they  be  authorized 
to  borrow  such  further  sum  as  shall  be  necessary 
to  make  up  the  sum  of  $1,500;  and  that  the  trus- 
tees be  instructed  to  subscribe  for  $1,500  of  the 


GEO.   M.   JOHXSON 

Worshipful  Master  1892-1893;    Past  High  Priest  Trowel  Chapter  No.  49,  and  Past 

Worthy  Patron  Cedar  Chapter  No.  184,  O.  E.  b. 
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capital  stock  of  the  Masonic  Temple  Association 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  said  stock  to  be  held  by  the 
trustees  for  the  benefit  of  Crescent  Lodge." 

At  the  regular  of  May  2  "the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter stated  that  at  a  mass  meeting  of  Masons  held 
in  the  hall  April  29th,  he  was  requested  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  to  solicit  subscriptions  to 
■stock  in  the  Masonic  Temple  Association.  He 
had  therefore  appointed  as  such  committee  for 
Crescent  Lodge  Bros.  A.  R.  West,  D.  H.  De  Gear 
and  Charles  R.  Jordan." 

On  July  4th,  1892,  many  of  the  officers  and 
members  of  Crescent  Lodge,  upon  invitation  from 
the  brethren  at  Vinton,  were  present  at  that  place 
and  assisted  in  laying  corner-stone  of  the  Tilford 
Collegiate  Academy  with  Masonic  ceremonies. 

Crescent  Lodge  sent  a  full  representation  to 
Grand  Lodge  meeting  at  Dubuque  in  June,  1892, 
the  delegates  being  George  M.  Johnson,  Worship- 
ful Master;  Samuel  B.  Cowden,  Senior  Warden 
and  William  Elsom,  proxy  for  Junior  Warden. 
The  last  real  effort  made  by  those  favoring  the  in- 
surgents in  the  Cerneau  trouble  came  up  at  this 
session.  It  was  proposed  to  repeal  all  the  legis- 
lation adopted  to  quell  this  disturbance  and  to 
prevent  a  reappearance  of  this  or  similar  difficul- 
ties. It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  in  final  dis- 
position of  the  question  Crescent  and  Mt.  Hermon 
Lodges  voted  to  sustain  action  of  Grand  Lodge. 
This  controversy  was  brought  up  by  petition  eman- 
ating from  a  Linn  county   lodge — Springville  No. 

139- 
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Again  the  anniversary  of  the  raising  of  Bro. 
Alexander  Laurance  was  fittingly  observed  August 
15th  of  this  year.  On  this  occasion  the  third 
degree  was  conferred  on  Bro.  A.  B.  Van  Albada. 
Bro.  Laurance  made  an  address,  largely  reminis- 
cent in  its  nature.  He  spoke  of  the  changes 
wrought  and  the  progress  made  in  the  world  and 
in  the  affairs  of  Masonry  since  the  time  when  in 
1832  he  was  made  a  Master  of  the  Craft  in  Scot- 
land. The  newly  raised  brother  was  thus  given 
unusually  vivid  insight  of  the  nature  of  the  frater- 
nity. In  a  very  neat  speech  Bro.  Van  Albada 
dwelt  upon  the  object  lesson  presented.  The  sixty 
years  of  Bro.  Laurance's  Masonic  life,  he  said, 
exemplified  to  him  the  very  excellent  moral  and 
social  benefits  of  the  Order. 

The  year  1892  was  in  every  way  a  successful 
one,  and  reflects  credit  upon  the  active  and  careful 
administration  of  Bro.  George  M.  Johnson  as 
Worshipful  Master.  The  election  of  officers,  held 
December  5,  resulted  in  choice  of  the  following 
brothers  to  the  positions  named: 

George  M.  Johnson,  Worshipful  Master. 

Martin  Evans,  Senior  Warden. 

William  K.  Shettel,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Joseph  Moore,  Secretary. 

The  lodge  met  for  installation  December  19, 
when  the  appointive  officers  were  announced  as 
follows : 

William  M.  Hearne,  Senior  Deacon. 
J.  M.  Alexander,  Junior  Deacon. 
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F.  H.  Phipps,  Senior  Steward. 
J.  D.  Bunger,  Junior  Steward. 
Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

The  Worshipful  Master  named  as  Finance 
Committee  Bros.  A.  R.  West,  William  Elsom  and 
W.  H.  Smouse. 

The  returns  of  the  lodge  for  the  year  just  closed 
did  not  meet  requirements,  and  bears  notation  by 
Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  to  the  effect  that 
"the  whole  report  needs  revision."  This  was  the 
first  criticism  in  many  years  upon  any  of  the  clerical 
work  sent  out  by  the  lodge.  The  Secretary,  Bro. 
Joseph  Moore,  soon  learned  what  was  necessary, 
and  thereafter  the  returns  were  given  at  the  for- 
mer high  standard.  The  summary  of  work  fol- 
lows: 

Initiations — L.  L.  Coorey,  February  27;  Harry 
Gerber  and  J.  L.  Jones,  April  1 1 ;  W.  A.  Gibbs 
and  J.  Bodenhofer,  May  9;  F.  P.  Marling,  June 
13 ;  A.  B.  Van  Albada  and  J.  G.  Cherry,  June  27 ; 
O.  H.  McCarty,  July  6;  John  W.  Nobles,  July 
11;  James  McPartland,  November  14;  Andrew 
H.  McKinnon  and  Bradley  Boughton,  December 
12. 

Passings — G.  W.  Roark,  January  18;  C.  G. 
Jones  and  L.  L.  Coorey,  April  1 8 ;  Harry  Gerber, 
April  25;  A.  B.  Van  Albada,  W.  A.  Gibbs  and 
John  Bodenhofer,  July  25;  John  W.  Nobles  and 
O.  H.  McCarty,  September  12;  James  McPart- 
land, November  21. 

Raisings — G.  W-  Roark  February  29;  C.  G. 
Jones  and  Harry  Gerber,  May  16;  W.  A.  Gibbs, 
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August  8;  A.  B.  Van  Albada,  August  15;  John 
Bodenhofer,  August  29;  L.  L.  Coorey  and  John 
W.  Nobles,  September  19;  O.  H.  McCartv, 
October  10;  James  McPartland,  December  3. 

Admissions — ^Joseph  D.  Wardle,  March  7;  L. 
G.  Steele,  May  2 ;  William  Walker,  June  6 ; 
George  Kratchovil,  July  4;  William  M.  Hearne, 
November  7. 

Reinstatements — E.  W.  S.  Otto,  February  i ; 
J.  F.  Swab,  and  E.  Matschke,  November  7 ;  John 
Seanor,  June  6. 

Demissions — T.  A.  Alexander,  March  1 8 ; 
Frank  Kelly,  April  4 ;  H.  T.  Sutliff,  May  5 ;  John 
Seanor,  June  6;  Charles  H.  Knoll,  July  4;  O.  B. 
Messenger,  July  4;  F.  F.  Dana,  December  5. 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.) — J.  A.  Bowman,  Alex- 
ander Charles,  W.  H.  Hicks  and  R.  T.  Jones, 
December  5. 

Twelve  stated  and  twenty-five  called  meetings 
were  held  during  the  year,  the  unpaid  dues 
amounted  to  $165.00  and  the  cash  balance  in 
treasury  amounted  to  $74.00.  The  membership 
increase  was  nineteen,  being  ten  raised,  five  ad- 
mitted and  four  reinstated.  The  decrease  was 
eleven — seven  brothers  having  demitted  and  four 
being  suspended  for  N.  P.  D.  The  total  net  mem- 
bership January  i,  1893,  ^^^  158.  Grand  Lodge 
dues,  per  capita  and  percentage  on  work,  aggre- 
gated $139.50. 

1893 — One  of  the  officers  installed  in  December 
held  his  position  but  a  very  short  time.  At  the 
regular  meeting  of  February  6,  1893,  Bro.  Will- 
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iam  M.  Hearne,  Senior  Deacon,  presented  his 
resignation,  which  was  accepted.  Shortly  after- 
wards he  left  town,  was  suspended  in  the  course  of 
time,  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  thereafter  re- 
mained unknown  to  the  lodge.  It  may  be  of  inter- 
est, or  at  least  amusing,  to  our  readers  to  know 
something  further  of  this  brother — certainly  one  of 
the  oddest  characters  it  has  ever  been  the  fortune 
of  this  writer  to  meet. 

About  the  year  1882  there  came  into  the  com- 
posing room  of  the  Davenport  Democrat  a  big, 
rosy-cheeked  boy,  with  a  delightful  Irish  brogue 
— certainly  one  of  the  greenest  specimens  that 
the  Green  Isle  ever  contributed  to  the  population 
of  these  United  States.  He  secured  employment 
as  "devil."  Though  with  but  little  education,  he 
was  quick,  intelligent,  industrious  and  always  cheer- 
fully willing.  Naturally  he  became  a  butt  for 
composing-room  wit  and  the  victim  of  many  prac- 
tical jokes.  He  was  at  that  time  a  most  devout 
Catholic  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  "Free  Ire- 
land." Upon  the  least  encouragement  he  would 
hold  forth  upon  religion  and  the  Land  League,  to 
the  infinite  amusement  of  his  hearers.  Having 
gained  some  little  knowledge  of  the  printer's  trade 
the  youth  drifted  to  a  country  newspaper  office  (at 
Sabula  I  believe).  Here  his  credulous  nature 
made  him  the  mark  for  village  sport.  It  is  an 
actual  fact  that  all  of  one  cold  autumn  night  he 
held  an  open  sack  and  a  lighted  candle  to  catch 
snipe,  in  a  damp  swamp.  The  only  thing  he 
caught,  however,  was  a  serious  illness  which 
brought  him  very  near  to  death. 
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A  few  years  of  this  sort  of  experience  sufficed 
to  change  the  fellow's  nature.  From  being  credu- 
lous he  became  unduly  suspicious.  He  likewise  be- 
came ambitious.  Possessed  of  a  very  sweet  and 
fairly  well  cultivated  voice  he  was  after  a  time  In 
demand  at  the  churches.  Removing  to  Cedar 
Rapids  he  broke  with  the  religious  communion  in 
which  he  had  been  reared.  Then  he  tried  a  num- 
ber of  the  denominations,  joining  one,  remaining 
with  it  for  a  time,  and  transferring  to  another.  But 
this  peculiar  habit  became  known  and  he  was  soon 
persona  nan  grata  with  the  churches.  It  was  also 
known  to  a  few  that  he  had  a  habit  of  working  the 
church  brethren  for  cash  on  any  and  all  occasions, 
and  that  he  had  made  his  little  confidence  game 
very  profitable. 

After  some  time  thus  spent  he  left  Cedar  Rap- 
ids for  Lettsville,  where  as  soon  as  was  possible 
under  the  law  he  petitioned  the  Masonic  lodge 
and  was  accepted  and  received  the  degrees.  Thus 
equipped  for  new  conquests  he  returned  to  Cedar 
Rapids.  In  this  city  he  married,  but  his  domestic 
relations  were  far  from  being  satisfactory.  He 
became  reckless,  and  pushed  his  "grafting"  to  the 
extreme.  His  open  face  was  a  certificate  of  good 
faith  and  honesty,  and  he  had  a  way  of  separating 
other  men  from  their  money  which  was  seldom 
known  to  fail.  It  is  related  of  a  good  brother 
that  while  going  to  pay  his  rent  one  morning  he 
met  young  Hearne,  and  the  latter  soon  carried 
away  the  rent-money  to  relieve  his  pressing  neces- 
sities. And  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  this  fellow 
was  one  of  the  most   sympathetic    of   men.      He 
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would  hurry  to  the  relief  of  a  case  of  distress  at 
any  sacrifice,  and  cheerfully  pursue  his  system  of 
*'graft"  to  relieve  the  necessities  of  another.  But 
his  redeeming  traits  were  not  sufficient  to  save  him 
from  condemnation.  Bro.  George  M.  Johnson, 
Worshipful  Master,  after  hearing  many  com- 
plaints, hinted  to  him  that  choice  lay  between  resig- 
nation as  Senior  Deacon  or  the  arrest  of  his  jewel. 
He  resigned,  did  not  again  appear  in  lodge,  and 
soon  left  town  for  fresh  fields.  Long  afterwards 
the  writer  heard  that  under  another  name  Heame 
had  joined  forces  with  an  evangelist  as  singing 
partner  of  the  team. 

Bro.  Moore,  in  his  first  years  as  Secretary,  con- 
fined his  record  strictly  to  those  matters  which  are 
essential,  and  omitted  many  of  the  little  incidents 
with  which  some  of  his  predecessors  were  wont  to 
enrich  the  minutes  of  the  lodge.  For  this  reason 
we  turn  page  after  page  without  lighting  on  any- 
thing but  the  details  of  work.  Afterwards  this 
brother  found  out  the  expediency  of  giving  facts 
and  statements  which  increased  the  interest  and 
value  of  his  records. 

The  Masonic  Temple  project  meanwhile  was 
not  suffered  to  drag.  Again  on  the  evening  of 
May  24  a  mass  meeting  of  Masons  was  held  to 
further  consider  the  matter.  More  than  one 
hundred  of  the  brethren  were  present.  Progress 
was  reported  by  committees  soliciting  subscriptions 
for  stock  and  new  plans  outlined. 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  August  7  "the  trustees 
were  instructed  to  invest  $300  of  lodge  funds  in 
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good  interest-bearing  security,  to  be  available  next 
spring."  This,  of  course,  was  also  In  anticipation 
of  the  building. 

For  several  years  there  is  record  made  of  a  little 
event,  which  should  be  kept  in  memory.  In  the 
minutes  of  September  4  it  is  said  that  "Bro.  P.  A. 
Wolf  presented  five  dollars  to  be  placed  in  the 
charity  fund  of  this  lodge.  The  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  thank  Bro.  Wolf,  and  to  assure  him  that 
the  sum  would  be  used  for  charitable  purposes." 
About  the  same  time  each  year  this  little  donation 
was  made  by  the  same  brother,  who  thus  put  into 
practice  the  lessons  learned  within  the  lodge  room. 

It  is  not  often  that  a  demit  is  refused  for  other 
reason  than  that  the  brother  is  not  clear  upon  the 
books  of  the  lodge.'   At  the  meeting  of  December 

4,  however,  we  are  informed  that  "Bro.  

applied  for  a  demit,  and  gave  as  reason  that  he 
could  not  attend  our  meetings.  This  request  was 
refused,  as  the  reasons  given  were  not  such  as  are 
required  by  the  Code."  The  intention  of  the  lodge 
was  good,  but  its  action  was  erroneous.  There  is 
no  power  to  withhold  demit  asked  for,  if  the  broth- 
er's dues  are  paid  and  no  charges  are  pending 
against  him.  He  enters  the  lodge  of  his  "own  free 
will  and  accord,"  and  is  at  liberty  to  leave  It  just 
as  freely  and  without  hindrance  by  his  brethren. 

At  this  same  stated  meeting  occurred  the  annual 
election.  The  following  brethren  were  chosenas 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Martin  Evans,  Worshipful  Master. 
W.  K.  Shettel,  Senior  Warden. 


MARTIN    EVANS 
Worshipful  Master  IKiU-iW;  ISiix-:i',) 
Past  Worthy  Patron  Cedar  Chapter  O.  E.  S.  No. 
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C.  B.  Whelpley,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
Joseph  Moore,  Secretary. 

With  these,  on  the  evening  of  December  26,  the 
following  appointive  officers  were  installed: 
Arthur  H.  Gough,  Senior  Deacon. 
Alonzo  Livingston,  Junior  Deacon. 
George  Nummey,  Senior  Steward. 
J.  B.  White,  Junior  Steward. 
Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

This  had  been  a  busy  year,  as  the  following 
summary  will  show : 

Initiations — J.  C.  Miley,  January  2;  George 
Nummey,  January  9 ;  George  M.  Armstrong,  J. 
H.  Slater  and  C.  E.  Payne,  February  13;  Charles 
E.  Hanover  and  C.  E.  Manville,  March  13;  W. 
L.  Lefler  and  J.  S.  Campbell,  April  10;  John  Petro- 
vitsky  and  Charles  Petrovitsky,  May  6 ;  Arthur  H. 
Gough  and  Alonzo  Livingston,  May  8 ;  John 
Hamilton,  July  3;  Gilbert  Masters,  July  10;  L. 
N.  T.  Gade,  A.  J.  Frazine,  August  9;  J.  W. 
Swab,  J.  B.  White  and  Thomas  Manwell,  August 
14;  E.  A.  O'Brien,  October  9;  Marion  Monroe, 
December  1 1 . 

Passings — A.  W.  McKinnon,  January  5 ;  J.  C. 
Miley  and  B.  Boughton,  January  1 6 ;  George  Num- 
mey, February  6 ;  J.  H.  Slater,  February  1 8 ; 
George  M.  Armstrong  and  C.  E.  Payne,  February 
27;  C.  E.  Manville  and  C.  E.  Hanover,  March 
27;  W.  L.  Lefler  and  J.  S.  Campbell,  April  24; 
John  Petrovitsky  and  A.    Livingston,    May    22; 

Charles  Petrovitsky  and  A.  H.  Gough,  May  29; 

21 
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John  Hamilton,  July  17;  A.  J.  Frazine  and  L.  N. 
T.  Gade,  August  21 ;  Thomas  Manwell  and  J.  B. 
White,  August  28  ;  J.  W.  Swab,  October  23  ;  E.  A. 
O'Brien,  October  30. 

Raisings — A.  W.  McKinnon  and  B.  Boughton, 
January  23;  J.  C.  Miley,  January  30;  J.  H.  Slater 
and  George  Nummey,  February  20;  G.  M.  Arm- 
strong and  C.  E.  Payne,  March  20;  C.  E.  Han- 
over and  C.  E.  Manville,  April  17;  J.  S.  Camp- 
bell and  W.  L.  Lefler,  May  15;  A.  Livingston, 
June  12;  A.  H.  Gough,  June  19;  John  Petrovitsky 
and  Charles  Petrovitsky,  June  26;  John  Hamilton, 
July  24;  A.  J.  Frazine  and  L.  N.  T.  Gade,  Sep- 
tember 1 1 ;  Thomas  Manwell  and  J.  B.  White,  Sep- 
tember 25;  Gilbert  Masters,  November  13;  E.  A. 
O'Brien,  November  27 ;  J.  W.  Swab,  December  18. 

Admissions — ^W.  W.  Hamilton  and  C.  F.  Dunn, 
February  6;  E.  J.  C.  Bealer,  March  6;  A.  S.  Kauf- 
man, May  I ;  J.  A.  McCauley,  D.  E.  Humphrey 
and  L.  S.  Yearington,  August  7 ;  George  Hayes, 
December  4. 

Reinstatements — R.  T.  Jones  and  Alexander 
Charles,  January  2. 

Deaths — William  Harper,  October  16. 

Demissions — Francis  Smith,  March  1 8 ;  James 
Morehead  and  George  J.  Consigney,  December  4. 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.) — W.  A.  Bowers,  W.  A. 
Miller,  George  E.  Palmer,  A.  B.  Poore  and  Wil- 
liam M.  Hearne,  December  4. 

There  were  raised  during  the  year,  23 ;  admit- 
ted, 8;  reinstated,  2;  a  total  gain  of  33.  Against 
this  were  i  death,  3  demissions  and  five  suspensions, 


History  Crescent  Lodge  323 

a  total  of  9.  The  total  net  membership  January  i, 
1894,  was  182.  The  total  of  Grand  Lodge  "dues 
was  $173.50. 

1894 — This,  the  semi-centennial  year  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  was  a  time  at  which  Ma- 
sons might  pause  and  take  note  of  progress  made. 
The  record  was  one  of  almost  unvarying  success 
and  remarkable  growth.  In  all  the  good  fortune 
which  had  blessed  the  jurisdiction.  Crescent  Lodge 
had  shared  to  the  full.  In  its  more  than  forty  years 
of  existence  it  had  closely  allied  itself  with  what 
was  good  and  beneficial  in  the  community.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  best  citizenship  of  Cedar 
Rapids  had  had  place  upon  its  rolls,  and  the  quiet 
influences  emanating  from  the  lodge  room  had 
made  deep  and  lasting  impression  in  public  affairs. 

At  the  request  of  Crescent  Lodge  the  Iowa  Ma- 
sonic library  building  was  opened  to  members  of 
the  Craft  and  their  families  on  the  evening  of  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1894.  Invitations  were  sent  out  to  all 
neighboring  lodges,  and  from  twenty-eight  of  these 
came  acceptance  and  representation  of  brethren.  It 
was  a  notable  occasion  and  brought  to  Masons  in 
this  part  of  Iowa  fuller  realization  of  the  value  of 
this  treasure  house  of  Masonic  learning  and  wis- 
dom. The  reception  committee  appointed  for  this 
occasion  were  Bros.  S.  B.  Cowden,  A.  H.  Gough, 
J.  B.  White,  A.  J.  Frazine,  George  Nummey  and 
C.  B.  Whelpley. 

In  connection  with  affairs  ,of  the  Library  and 
yet  of  interest  to  Cedar  Rapids  Masons  was  the 


324  History  Crescent  Lodge 

matter  in  which  one  George  William  Bailey,  alias 
"Tank  Kee,"  figured  with  a  result  of  considerable 
disturbance.  A  full  account  of  this  episode  would 
be  more  in  place  in  a  history  of  our  sister  lodge,  as 
the  person  mentioned  was  finally  brought  before 
that  body  for  judgment  of  his  action.  Here  a  brief 
synopsis  will  be  sufficient. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1893  there  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids  an  eccentric  character,  who  posed  before 
the  people  as  a  collector  of  Chinese  curiosities  and 
literature.  He  claimed  to  have  spent  large  part  of 
his  life  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom  and  to  have  had 
unequaled  opportunities  for  gathering  material  il- 
lustrative of  the  life  and  history  of  that  far-off 
land.  In  support  of  these  claims  he  exhibited  a 
very  large  and  valuable  collection.  He  made  claim 
to  be  a  Mason,  and  though  his  knowledge  of  the 
fraternity  was  somewhat  hazy  he  produced  docu- 
mentary evidence  deemed  satisfactory.  He  applied 
for  membership  in  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  and  was 
accepted. 

Late  in  1893  "Tank  Kee"  proposed  to  convey 
his  collection,  the  value  of  which  was  beyond 
doubt,  to  the  Masonic  Library,  to  be  there  kept  as 
a  permanent  exhibit,  to  be  forever  known  as  the 
"Bailey  collection."  This  was  to  be  so  conveyed, 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  subscribed  by  the  Masons  and  citizens  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  This  amount  was  raised,  a  mort- 
gage previously  placed  on  the  material  paid,  and 
in  December,  1893,  the  grantor  made  a  will  which 
reinforced   the   conveyance.      The   collection   was 
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placed  in  the  Library  building  and  attracted  much 
attention  throughout  the  state  and  elsewhere. 

But  having  obtained  the  money,  "Tank  Kee" 
repented  of  his  disposal  of  the  property.  The 
man's  eccentricities  seemed  to  become  accentuated. 
Upon  his  own  showing  he  was  under  the  influence 
oif  brain-disturbing  drugs.  He  sought,  therefore, 
to  repudiate  the  grant  made.  A  petition  was  pre- 
pared and  presented  at  the  session  of  Grand  Lodge, 
held  in  this  city  in  June,  1894,  which  stated: 

I  St.  That  the  petitioner  had  for  many  years 
been  engaged  in  making  collection  of  Chinese  cu- 
riosities, antiquities  and  literature,  which  repre- 
sented much  of  the  labor  of  his  life. 

2d.  That  during  the  year  1893  he  became  men- 
tally overtaxed  and  exhausted,  and  was  further  un- 
der the  Influence  of  powerful  drugs,  resulting  m 
aberration  of  Intellect. 

3d.  That  while  in  this  condition  he  was  induced 
by  false  representations  and  promises  on  the  part  of 
N.  R.  Parvin,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary,  to  convey 
this  collection  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa. 

Upon  these  grounds  petition  asked  that  his  prop- 
erty be  restored. 

This  petition  was  in  Grand  Lodge  referred  first 
to  Committee  on  Jurisprudence.  Owing  to  absence 
of  evidence  In  support  of  allegations  made,  this 
committee  made  no  pronouncement,  further  than 
to  advise  that  the  matter  be  made  subject  of  special 
inquiry.  This  was  done  and  the  investigation 
taken  up  by  Bros.  George  W.  Ball  of  Iowa  City, 


326  History  Crescent  Lodge 

W.  L.  Eaton  of  Osage  and  L.  C.  Blanchard  of  Os- 
kaloosa. 

This  case  was  given  state-wide  publicity  and  at- 
tempts were  made  in  some  quarters  to  throw  blame 
upon  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Masons  and  citi- 
zens of  Cedar  Rapids.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
committee,  held  in  this  city,  Bailey  was  represented 
by  Past  Grand  Master  Scott  of  Nevada.  Testi- 
mony was  given  by  Bros.  N.  R.  Parvin  and  T.  S. 
Parvin ;  Hon.  J.  H.  Preston,  Judge  of  the  District 
Court ;  Rev.  E.  R.  Burkhalter  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church;  Bro.  J.  M.  Dinwiddie,  cashier  of 
the  Cedar  Rapids  Savings  Bank;  Bro.  George  W. 
Bever,  Dr.  John  M.  Ristine,  C.  P.  Emerson,  Rev. 
J.  K.  Fowler  and  H.  G.  Healey.  Subsequent  meet- 
ings were  held  in  this  city  and  at  Marshalltown  and 
the  whole  subject  thoroughly  sifted.  The  report 
of  committee,  presented  at  Grand  Lodge  session 
in  1895,  found: 

That  Bailey  had  of  his  own  initiative  and  with- 
out persuasion  from  any  party,  offered  his  collection 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  conditioned  upon 
payment  of  $1,000;  that  he  had  expressed  his  de- 
sires in  presence  of  many  residents  of  Cedar  Rap- 
ids; that  N.  R.  Parvin  had  made  to  him  no  false 
representations  or  promises;  that  Bailey  was  ad- 
dicted to  the  chloral  habit,  and  by  reason  thereof 
his  faculties  were  at  times  impaired  and  deranged, 
but  that  to  all  appearances  he  was  competent  to 
transact  business  and  did  carry  on  his  occupation  as 
a  public  lecturer.  In  view  of  the  facts  recommen- 
dation was  made  that  conditioned  upon  repayment 


History  Crescent  Lodge  327 

of  all  sums  given  in  fulfillment  of  contract,  within 
sixty  days,  the  collection  should  be  returned  to 
George  W.  Bailey,  and  that  the  amounts  con- 
tributed by  the  Masons  and  citizens  of  Cedar  Rap- 
ids for  purchase  of  the  collection  and  to  provide 
proper  cases  for  its  display  should  be  returned  by 
the  Grand  Lodge.  This  report  was  adopted. 
Bailey  raised  the  money  within  the  time  specified 
and  the  collection  was  removed  from  Cedar  Rapids 
to  Nevada,  Iowa,  where  it  passed  under  the  con- 
trol of  Past  Grand  Master  John  Scott.  One  para- 
graph in  the  findings  of  the  committee  has  local  ap- 
plication, and  is  here  given : 

"There  is  an  important  matter  connected  with 
this  transaction  which  makes  it  embarrassing  for 
the  committee.  The  money  that  was  paid  the  pe- 
titioner for  this  library  and  collection,  and  that  was 
paid  for  the  cases  in  which  It  was  placed  *  *  * 
was  raised  by  the  Masons  and  citizens  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  so  that  the  library,  collection  and  cases  are 
purely  a  donation  from  the  Masons  and  others  of 
Cedar  Rapids  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  and  It 
is  to  them  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  under  obliga- 
tion for  procuring  the  same.  For  this  magnificent 
donation,  as  well  as  for  the  generous  acts  of  the 
Masons  and  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids  toward  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  years  gone  by,  all  Masons  in  the 
state  of  Iowa  are  under  lasting  obligations.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  the  deepest  regret  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  we  feel  we  ought  to  make  the  rec- 
ommendations we  are  now  making,  for  th'e  reason 
that  we  know  it  will  be  a  great  disappointment  to 
these  generous  donors." 
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Here  we  may  as  well  finish  with  this  Bailey  mat- 
ter, so  far  as  it  has  local  bearing.  Those  who  may 
be  further  interested  can  find  a  mass  of  material 
preserved  in  the  archives  of  Grand  Lodge.  Later 
in  the  year  1894  charges  were  preferred  against 
George  W.  Bailey  in  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  No.  263. 
Those  who  were  present  still  speak  of  the  trial  held 
as  one  of  unusual  importance.  Nine  specific  of- 
fenses were  charged,  but  trial  was  had  upon  only 
the  last,  viz. :  That  of  committing  a  criminal  of- 
fense against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
ing convicted  of  a  felony.  The  verdict  of  the  lodge 
was  guilty,  and  expulsion  was  the  penalty  fixed. 
No  appeal  was  taken,  but  friends  of  Bailey  found 
occasion  to  bring  the  fight  again  Into  Grand  Lodge 
in  1895,  where  action  of  the  trial  lodge  was  almost 
unanimously  sustained.  This  marked  the  end  of 
the  whole  affair. 

Early  in  1894  it  became  again  necessary  to  re- 
new the  lease  held  by  the  Masonic  bodies  upon  the 
property  jointly  occupied  by  them,  and  in  these  ne- 
gotiations Past  Master  William  Elsom  acted 
for  Crescent  Lodge.  Arrangements  were  again 
made  for  a  two  years'  lease,  by  which  time  it  was 
then  hoped  and  expected  that  a  new  Temple  would 
be  built.  Another  sum  of  $200  was  on  March  5th 
ordered  to  be  invested  in  stock  of  the  Temple  As- 
sociation. 

In  making  arrangements  for  coming  meeting  of 
Grand  Lodge,  Crescent  Lodge  committees  were 
appointed  long  in  advance.  Bros.  P.  W.  Gifford 
and  C.  H.  French  had  in  charge  all  matters  per- 
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taining  to  hotels,  and  Bros.  C.  B.  Whelpley,  J.  W. 
Nobles,  A.  J.  Frazine,  S.  B.  Cowden,  George 
Nummey  and  A.  H.  Gough  constituted  the  recep- 
tion committee. 

A  memorial  meeting,  to  pay  due  tribute  of  re- 
spect to  the  members  of  Crescent  and  Mt.  Hermon 
Lodges  who  had  passed  beyond  the  things  of  time, 
was  held  April  9th,  1894.  It  is  indeed  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  secretary  considered  this  meeting 
beyond  the  scope  of  his  minutes.  Therefore  no 
record  of  the  same  has  been  preserved.  Brethren 
who  were  present  are  unable  to  state  by  whdm  the 
different  eulogies  were  pronounced. 

The  fifty-first  annual  communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  convened  in  Cedar  Rapids 
Tuesday,  June  5,  1894.  As  was,  and  is  the  custom, 
school  of  insti-uction  was  held  just  preceding  the 
session.  On  the  evening  of  June  4,  with  P.  G.  M. 
Granger  as  Worshipful  Master  and  other  members 
of  Grand  Lodge  occupying  other  stations,  Bro. 
Hugh  Ross,  a  F.  C.  of  Crescent  Lodge,  was  raised 
as  a  Master  Mason.  The  address  of  welcome  to  the 
visitors  was  given  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Cogswell,  W.  M. 
of  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  and  escort  was  furnished 
Grand  Lodge, by  the  Sir  Knights  of  Apollo  Com- 
mandery,  under  orders  of  E.  H.  Smith,  as  Eminent 
Commander. 

On  the  evening  of  June  6th  there  was  held  at 
Greene's  Opera  House  the  exercises  attendant  up- 
on a  proper  observance  of  the  semi-centennial  of 
Grand  Lodge.  Especially  prominent  among  the 
speakers  of  the  evening  was  Bro.  T.    S.    Parvin, 
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whose  address  reviewed  the  entire  history  of  the 
Grand  body.  Music  was  furnished  by  local  talent. 
The  occasion  was  one  of  unusual  interest  and  value 
from  a  Masonic  standpoint. 

At  the  election  of  Grand  officers  Past  Master 
William  Elsom  was  honored  In  being  the  choice  of 
his  brethren  for  Junior  Grand  Warden.  This  was 
the  third  member  of  Crescent  Lodge  who  had  been 
given  place  In  the  Grand  South,  Bros.  A.  R.  West 
and  E.  A.  Charles  having  been  elected  In  previous 
years. 

Another  effort  was  made  to  secure  unity  of  ac- 
tion between  the  two  Cedar  Rapids  lodges  In  dis- 
pensing charity.  The  matter  was  brought  up  at 
the  stated  meeting  of  Crescent  of  August  6  by  Bro. 
C.  H.  Cogswell,  W.  M.  of  Mt.  Hermon.  It  was 
then  resolved  "that  all  relief  given  be  by  agreement 
of  the  joint  Committee  on  Charity,  to  consist  of 
the  Masters  of  both  lodges."  The  arrangement 
has  been  generally  followed  since  that  time,  thus 
affording  more  efficient  relief  in  deserving  cases, 
and  giving  greater  opportunity  in  detecting  un- 
worthy and  fraudulent  applicants. 

On  August  14th  was  again  observed  the  anni- 
versary of  "Father"  Laurance's  "raising."  The 
M.  M.  degree  was  conferred  upon  Bro.  E.  A.  Ed- 
wards. Addresses  were  made  by  Past  Masters  A. 
R.  West  and  J.  T.  Hamilton,  Bro.  John  W.  Hen- 
derson, treasurer  of  the  lodge,  and  Bro.  Alexander 
Laurance. 

On  December  3,  1894,  officers  were  elected  as 
follows : 
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Martin  Evans,  Worshipful  Master. 
Arthur  H.  Gough,  Senior  Warden. 
George  Nummey,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
Joseph  Moore,  Secretary. 
The  appointive  officers  were: 
John  S.  Barnicle,  Senior  Deacon. 
J:  B.  White,  Junior  Deacon. 
S.  J.  Conrad,  Senior  Steward. 
Thomas  Manwell,  Junior  Steward. 
Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

Before  closing  the  year  it  became  necessary  for 
the  lodge  to  lay  away  in  final  rest  the  mortal  part  of 
its  oldest  member.  On  December  11,  1894,  the 
spirit  of  Dyer  Usher  was  called  from  earth.  As 
will  be  found  given  elsewhere  in  detail  this  brother 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
home  of  deceased  in  Covington,  December  13,  un- 
der the  conduct  of  Crescent  Lodge.  A  very  large 
number  of  brothers  were  present.  The  pall-bear- 
ers were  chosen  from  those  who  had  known  Bro. 
Usher  longest  and  best.  These  were :  Bros.  J.  S. 
Anderson,  W.  H.  Smouse,  C.  H.  Robinson,  J.  D. 
Bunger,  J.  O.  Baxter  and  Thomas  Farmer. 

The  synopsis  of  work  during  the  year  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Initiations — J.  S.  Barnicle,  January  i ;  W.  A. 
Hedke,  February  12;  H.  G.  Burr,  March  19; 
Hugh  Ross,  May  9 ;  J.  W.  Jamison,  June  1 1 ;  John 
Baltzle  and  A.  E.  Edwards  and  David  Wiley,  July 
9 ;  F.  D.  Searles,  August  8 ;  R.  C.  Matlock,  August 
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13;  Joseph  Kroulik  and  S.  C.  Cook,  October  3; 
Joseph  E.  Morcombe,  December  10. 

Passings — Marion  Monroe,  January  10;  J.  S. 
Barnicle,  January  17;  W.  A.  Hedke,  February  19; 
H.  G.  Burr,  April  2 ;  J.  A.  Berry,  April  30 ;  Hugh 
Ross,  May  2 1 ;  A.  E.  Edwards,  July  23 ;  John  Balt- 
zle,  July  30;  J.  W.  Jamison  and  David  Wiley, 
August  20 ;  R.  C.  Matlock  and  F.  D.  Searles,  Au- 
gust 29;  S.  C.  Cook,  October  8;  Joseph  Kroulik, 
October  22. 

Raisings — Marion  Monroe,  January  22;  J.  S. 
Barnicle,  January  24;  W.  A.  Hedke,  February  26; 
H.  G.  Burr,  May  14;  Hugh  Ross,  June  4;  *J.  A. 
Berry,  June  25 ;  A.  E.  Edwards,  August  14;  John 
Baltzle,  August  27;  R.  C.  Matlock,  September  10; 
F.  D.  Searles,  September  1 8 ;  David  Wiley,  Sep- 
tember 24 ;  J.  W.  Jamison,  October  1 5  ;  S.  C.  Cook, 
November  12;  Joseph  Kroulik,  November  19. 

Admissions — S.  J.  Conrad,  May  7 ;  F.  F.  Bates 
and  O.  B.  Messenger,  August  6;  W.  A.  Deacon, 
December  3. 

Reinstatements — W.  F.  A.  Bowers  and  George 
E.  Palmer,  January  i ;  A.  B.  Poore,  August  6. 

Deaths — J.  F.  Swab,  July  1 6 ;  Dyer  Usher,  De- 
cember II. 

Demissions — M.  W.  Carey,  August  6. 

Suspended  (N.  Pi  D.)— E.  Matschke,  R.  T. 
Jones,  C.  H.  Brampton,  E.  W.  S.  Otto,  Alexander 
Charles,  December  3. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  Crescent  Lodge  had  in 

*  Bro.  J.  A.  Berry  was  initiated  in  Rob  Morris  Lodge  No. 
SCO,  at  Walker,  Iowa. 
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its  treasury  a  cash  balance  of  $278.71 ;  had  unpaid 
dues  upon  its  books  to  amount  of  $295.50;  had 
contributed  for  charity  during  the  year  $111.20. 
Total  expenses  of  the  lodge  (exclusive  of  charity) 
were  $730.49.  The  net  membership  January  i, 
1895,  was  197,  and  the  total  of  Grand  Lo3ge  dues 
$171.25. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 
1895-1900. 

1895 — We  will  be  pardoned  if  in  this  volume  de- 
voted to  Crescent  Lodge  and  its  membership 
we  yet  insert  reference  to  the  passing  away  of  one 
whose  name  was  upon  the  lists  of  our  sister  lodge. 
He  was  so  prominently  identified  with  all  things 
Masonic  in  the  city  and  in  the  state  that  this  notice 
seems  justified.  On  May  12,  1895,  ^^o.  Cyrus  W. 
Eaton  laid  down  life's  working  tools  and  entered 
into  rest.  While  yet  in  the  prime  of  useful  years 
the  summons  came.  Paying  tribute  to  his  memory 
Bro.  Grand  Secretary  T.  S.  Parvin  said :  "While 
he  never  ruled  over  the  craft,  he  ever  reigned  in 
their  hearts,  and  they  will  cherish  his  memory  as 
one  who  deserved  well  of  the  fraternity."  And 
what  kinder  words  than  these,  from  the  same  pen, 
can  be  spoken  of  one  whose  life  is  finished  and  the 
whole  record  opened  for  judgment  of  his  brothers: 

"It  was  not  alone  as  a  craftsman  that  Bro. 
Eaton's  good  deeds  will  be  recalled.  As  a  public- 
spirited  citizen  he  had  no  superior,  if  an  equal, 
among  us,  devoting  his  time  and  energy  as  the  chief 
magistrate  of  our  city  to  its  welfare ;  as  founder  of 
our  unsurpassed  fire  department  his  name  will  ever 
be  identified  as  the  leader  of  men  whose  deeds 
command  universal  respect  for  acts  of  pure  benevo- 
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lence.  Kind-hearted  as  a  woman,  his  home  and 
social  life  won  the  regard  of  all  who  knew  him, 
while  in  many  hearts  there  will  be  a  sense  of  loss 
now  that  his  light,  save  in  the  reflection  of  many 
virtues,  has  gone  out  forever." 

This  reference  is  made  to  the  proposed  Masonic 
Temple  at  Cedar  Rapids  by  Grand  Secretary  T.  S. 
Parvin,  in  his  report  for  the  year  under  review : 

"The  Masons  and  Masonic  bodies  of  Cedar 
Rapids  have  commenced  work  upon  the  Masonic 
Temple  they  are  erecting  for  the  use  of  Lodges, 
Chapter,  Chapter  Order  Eastern  Star,  and  Com- 
mandery,  also  for  the  several  Consistorial  bodies  of 
the  Scottish  Rite,  together  with  El  Kahir  Temple 
of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  stockholders  in 
the  association — the  cost  to  be  $100,000. 

"The  contractor  and  committee  in  charge  of  its 
erection  expect  to  have  the  work  in  readiness  for 
the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  July,  following  the  close  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  at  Templar  Park. 

"This  building  is  to  be  six  stories  high,  with  two 
fronts,  and  rooms  that  will  bring  in  a  large  rental, 
besides  furnishing  a  grand  auditorium,  large 
enough  to  accommodate  the  Grand  Lodge  and 
other  public  gatherings  of  large  assemblies.  The 
accommodations  for  the  several  Masonic  bodies 
will  be  equal  to  the  best  in  the  west,  and  the  Tem- 
ple exceed  all  similar  structures  in  the  state. 

"This  enterprise  is,  as  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  all  others  should  know,  wholly  inde- 


22(>  History  Crescent  Lodge 

pendent  and  disconnected  from  the  Library  build- 
ing or  the  Grand  Lodge. 

"It  is,  however,  characteristic  of  the  Cedar  Rap- 
ids Masons,  who  presented  the  Grand  Lodge  with 
the  grounds  upon  which  its  hbrary  building  is 
erected,  and  gave  the  Grand  Lodge  the  magnificent 
sum  of  $10,000  towards  its  erection,  as  well  as,  at 
divers  times  since,  contributed  large  sums  in  cash 
($300  by  the  wives  of  Templars  and  $1,000  by 
the  Masons)  to  forward  the  library  work.  'All 
'honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.'  " 

The  first  time  in  these  records  where  we  find 
the  lodge  acknowledging  its  indebtedness  to  ladies 
for  assistance  given  was  at  the  stated  meeting  of 
Februar}'  4,  1895,  when  "on  motion  of  Bro.  Gam- 
ble the  thanks  of  this  lodge  are  extended  to  Mrs. 
Elsom,  Mrs.  Evans  and  Mrs.  Nummey  for  the 
material  aid  and  assistance  given  in  preparing  re- 
freshments for  our  meeting  of  January  28,  1895." 
Your  historian  is  inclined  to  a  little  pride  in  this 
matter.  The  meeting  to  which  reference  is  here 
made  was  the  occasion  of  his  "raising."  That  the 
efforts  of  the  ladies  at  this  time  were  more  attract- 
ive than  the  personality  of  the  candidate  we  can 
well  believe,  as  there  were  drawn  out  some  eighty- 
five  brethren,  representing  sixteen  lodges  and  in- 
cluding the  Masters  of  eight. 

On  the  evening  of  April  29th,  at  which  time  the 
third  degree  was  conferred,  there  came  an  unusual 
visitor  in  the  person  of  Bro.  Jinda  Ram,  a  native 
of  the  Punjab,  India.  One  of  the  first  Masonic  du- 
ties of  this  writer  was  to  assist  in  the  examination 
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of  this  foreign  brother.  Speaking  In  the  light  of 
later  experience  it  may  be  said  that  rarely  is  there 
found  one  so  well  posted  in  Masonic  matters  as  this 
little,  dark-skinned  brother.  We  cannot  forget 
answer  made  to  our  questionings  as  to  his  religion. 
To  each  of  our  queries  as  to  the  different  creeds  of 
India  he  replied  in  terse  words  that  he  was  not  of 
that  faith.  Having  exhausted  the  known  list  he 
for  a  moment  enjoyed  our  embarrassment,  and  then 
said  softly:  "Surely,  my  brother.  Masonry  must 
have  taught  you  that  all  religions  are  one,  as  God 
is  one." 

At  the  meeting  of  May  6th  Bro.  William  Elsom 
"presented  the  lodge  with  four  stereopticon  views, 
representing  'Rock  of  Ages.'  "  For  this  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered. 

Through  Crescent  Lodge  the  ladies  of  the  newly 
organized  chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star 
asked  privilege  of  meeting  in  the  hall  on  the  fourth 
Monday  of  each  month.  The  lodge  endorsed  the 
request  and  appointed  Past  Master  George  M. 
Johnson  as  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  other 
Masonic  bodies.  His  efforts  were  successful,  and 
the  Chapter  given  permission  to  hold  its  meetings 
in  the  lodge  room. 

August  5th,  "Bro.  William  Elsom,  having  com- 
piled a  brief  biographical  history  of  many  members 
of  Crescent  Lodge,  had  prepared  two  bound  copies 
of  the  same — one  for  the  use  and  as  the  property 
of  Crescent  Lodge  and  one  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Iowa  Masonic  Library.  For  this  work  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  Bro.  Elsom."    Some  idea  of 
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the  labor  involved  can  be  formed  by  the  writer  of 
this  volume.  The  efforts  of  Bro.  Elsom  were  di- 
rected to  securing  from  every  living  member  a  brief 
statement,  giving  principal  facts  of  Masonic  and 
personal  history.  To  this  was  added  such  addi- 
tional material  of  the  same  kind  as  might  be  found 
in  the  incomplete  records.  This  matter  was  filled 
in  proper  blanks,  the  sheets  put  together  and 
strongly  bound.  These  books,  if  kept  up  and  now 
filled  in  with  the  additional  facts  since  ascertained, 
will  be  of  great  value  for  easy  reference. 

At  this  same  meeting  "the  Trustees  of  Crescent 
Lodge  were  directed  to  subscribe  for  250  addi- 
tional shares  of  stock  in  the  Masonic  Temple  Asso- 
ciation." 

Almost  one  hundred  brothers  were  present  at  the 
"Father"  Laurance  anniversary.  Speeches  were 
made  by  the  venerable  Grand  Secretary,  T.  S.  Par- 
vin,  and  Past  Masters  A.  R.  West,  J.  T.  Hamil- 
ton and  William  Elsom.  Bro.  Laurance,  then  in 
the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  was  present  and 
spoke  feelingly  of  his  experience  as  a  Mason. 

Bro.  John  Baltzle  died  November  3,  1895.  The 
i-emains  were  taken  to  Dixon,  111.,  for  interment, 
Bros.  William  Elsom  and  C.  H.  French  accom- 
panying the  same  as  representatives  of  Crescent 
Lodge.  The  lodge  proved  itself  generous  in  this 
case,  and  again  was  annoyed  by  certain  relatives  of 
the  deceased  brother,  who  demanded  support  for 
his  family  from  the  lodge.  The  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  who  reported  that  such  sup- 
port was  not  a  necessity. 
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It  has  been  called  to  our  attention  that  during 
this  year  the  brethren  of  Crescent  Lodge  and  the 
Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids  generally  took  part  in 
the  ceremonies  of  laying  corner-stone  of  the  new 
Masonic  Temple  at  Marion  on  June  27th.  Espe- 
cially interesting  were  the  addresses  made,  being  by 
two  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  Iowa — Grand  Secre- 
tary T.  S.  Parvin  and  General  George  W.  Jones  of 
Dubuque. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1895,  Bro.  A.  R. 
West  was  called  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Master. 
His  many  years  of  labor  in  Masonry  had  endeared 
him  to  the  brethren.  At  home  and  abroad  his 
qualities  were  known,  and  his  abilities  called  in 
requisition.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  lodge  con- 
ducted the  funeral  services.  But  at  the  stated  meet- 
ing of  December  2  "a  communication  was  read 
from  Bro.  Alexander  Laurance,  requesting  that  a 
Lodge  of  Sorrow  be  held  in  memory  of  Past  Mas- 
ter A.  R.  West,  deceased.  The  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter appointed  Tuesday,  December  10,  as  time  for 
such  Lodge  of  Sorrow.  On  motion  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  notify  the  members  of  this  lodge, 
and  also  to  send  invitations  to  M.  W.  Grand  Mas- 
ter George  W.  Ball,  Grand  Secretary  T.  S.  Parvin 
and  W.  L.  Ehlers,  Junior  Grand  Warden,  to  be 
present  with  us  on  said  occasion." 

This  gathering  will  be  long  remembered  by 
those  privileged  to  attend.  In  the  center  of  the  hall 
was  erected  a  black-draped  catafalque,  on  which 
rested  the  three  great  lights,  with  the  three  lesser 
placed  about  as  required  by  the  ritual.    There  was 
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a  very  large  attendance  to  witness  the  solemn  and 
impressive  ceremonies.  These  being  concluded, 
Past  Master  John  T.  Hamilton  delivered  an  ad- 
dress eulogistic  of  the  life  and  character  of  the  de- 
ceased brother.  From  this  address  we  have  ex- 
tracted much  that  is  used  in  biographical  sketch  of 
Bro.  West. 

Election  of  officers  December  2  resulted  in  choice 
of  the  following  brethren  for  places  named : 

Arthur  H.  Gough,  Worshipful  Master. 

C.  B.  W^helpley,  Senior  Warden. 

J.  B.  White,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

Joseph  Moore,  Secretary. 

The  appointive  officers,  who,  with  the  foregoing, 
were  installed  December  30,  1895,  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

John  W.  Noble,  Senior  Deacon. 

S.  J.  Conrad,  Junior  Deacon. 

Hugh  Ross,  Senior  Steward. 

W.  A.  Deacon,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

A  summary  of  the  year's  work  shows  the  follow- 
ing gains  and  losses  in  membership : 

Initiations — B.  L.  Ekenberger,  March  6;  E.  R. 
Cook  and  John  W.  Kouba,  March  1 1 ;  George  S. 
Davis,  April  22;  Fred  C.  Kimbro,  July  8;  J.  W. 
Datel,  October  14. 

Passings — Joseph  E.  Morcombe,  January  14; 
E.  R.  Cook,  March  18;  John  W.  Kouba,  March 
25;  B.  L.  Ekenberger,  March  25;  Fred  C.  Kim- 
bro, July  22 ;  J.  W.  Datel,  November  11. 
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Raisings — ^Joseph  E.  Morcombe,  January  28; 
E.  R.  Cook,  April  8;  John  W.  Kouba,  April  15; 
B.  L.  Ekenberger,  April  29;  Fred  C.  Kimbro, 
August  14;  J.  W.  Datel,  December  16. 

Admissions — J.  M.  Jordan,  January  7;  Mal- 
colm Smith,  March  4 ;  A.  L.  Sylvester,  April  i . 

Reinstatements — George  W.  Whiteman,  March 
4.     (Suspended  in  1886.) 

Deaths — ^John  Baltzle,  November  3 ;  Andrew 
R.  West,  November  25. 

Demissions — C.  B.  Keeler,  J.  C.  Hurlburt  and 
D.  L.  Murray,  February  4;  O.  B.  Messinger, 
George  W.  Whiteman  and  W.  R.  Graves,  March 
4;  F.  A.  McDonald,  September  2. 

Dues  of  the  following  brethren  were  remitted: 
Henry  Erffmeyer,  Alexander  Laurance,  Ethan 
Bliss,  Robert  Gamble,  F.  H.  Phipps,  W.  H. 
Thompson. 

The  dues  outstanding  January  31,  1895, 
amounted  to  $303.14;  cash  balance  in  treasurer's 
hands  on  same  date,  $280;  the  lodge  contributed 
for  charity  during  the  year  $217.35;  total  ex- 
penses of  the  lodge  during  year  (exclusive  of  last 
item),  $548.56.  The  net  membership  January  i, 
1896,  was  198,  with  total  Grand  Lodge  dues  of 
$159.75. 

1 896 — The  further  and  continued  interest  of  the 
Masons  and  people  of  Cedar  Rapids  in  the  Ma- 
sonic Library  is  indicated  in  the  report  made  to 
Grand  Lodge  by  Grand  Master  Ball,  who  wrote 
thus: 
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"The  brethren  and  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids 
have  frequently  shown  their  interest  in  the  library 
by  liberal  donations,  and  a  number  of  them,  at  an 
expense  of  several  hundred  dollars,  have  recently 
purchased  and  placed  in  the  library  complete  sets, 
in  bound  volumes,  of  all  the  leading  periodicals, 
and  are  now  keeping  up  the  current  publications." 

For  these  purchases  over  $600  were  raised  by 
subscription.  Here  and  there  one  occasionally 
hears  a  note  of  complaint  from  brothers  of  the 
grand  jurisdiction.  This  would  indicate  an  im- 
pression in  some  quarters  that  Cedar  Rapids  has 
not  done  enough  for  this  institution.  It  is  not  kept 
up  for  local  use,  for  lodges  and  individual  brothers 
anywhere  in  Iowa  are  as  free  to  use  its  treasures  as 
are  those  of  this  city.  Of  course  location  of  the 
library  here  was  and  is  a  source  of  pride,  but  for 
this  our  people  have  well  paid.  The  offers  upon 
which  the  same  was  secured  were  competitive,  and 
several  cities  sent  in  the  price  their  people  were  will- 
ing to  pay  for  location.  That  of  Cedar  Rapids 
was  away  beyond  all  others  in  liberality  ($10,000 
in  cash  and  one  of  the  best  and  most  beautiful 
building  sites  in  the  city) .  Nor  have  the  local 
lodges  and  their  members  and  other  friends  of  the 
library  been  since  sparing  in  their  efforts  or  parsi- 
monious in  its  support.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa 
and  brothers  throughout  the  state,  instead  of  criti- 
cising Cedar  Rapids  for  lack  of  liberality,  should 
congratulate  themselves  that  the  library  is  located 
in  this  city.  It  is  poor  thanks  to  hear  criticisms  such 
as  have  sometimes  been  addressed  to  this  writer  and 
others,  when  one  reflects  that  the  local  Masonic 
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bodies  not  only  denuded  their  treasuries,  but  fore- 
stalled their  resources  for  several  years  to  deal  thus 
generously  with  this  Grand  Lodge  institution — 
one  that  from  its  very  nature  cannot  bring  material 
retui-n.  Some  recent  complaints  have  prompted 
the  writing  of  these  paragraphs. 

In  the  record  of  stated  meeting  of  March  2, 
1896,  appears  this  entry: 

"Bros.  F.  H.  Hilliard,  E.  I.  Alderman,  C.  S. 
Berry  and  others,  having  petitioned  the  Grand 
Master  of  Iowa  for  a  dispensation  to  organize  a 
new  Masonic  Lodge  at  Marion,  said  brothers  were 
present  and  desired  this  lodge  to  certify  to  their 
proficiency  in  Masonic  work.  The  Worshipful 
Master  and  Wardens  having  vacated  their  stations 
were  filled  as  follows : 

"F.  H.  Hilliard,  Worshipful  Master. 

"E.  I.  Alderman,  Senior  Warden. 

"C.  S.  Berry,  Junior  Warden. 

"The  work  of  the  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow 
Craft  and  Master  Mason's  degrees  were  exempli- 
fied. 

"On  motion  of  Bro.  William  Elsom  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  and  Secretary  were  instructed  to 
recommend  the  brothers  petitioning  for  such  new 
lodge  and  to  certify  to  their  proficiency  in  all  Ma- 
sonic work." 

There  had  been  some  little  difficulty  among  the 
brethren  in  our  neighboring  town,  as  a  result  of 
which  twenty-four  withdrew  from  Marion  Lodge 
No.  6  and  took  steps  toward  organization  of  what 
is  now  Trojan  Lodge  No.  548.     Of  the  nature  of 


344  History  Crescent  Lodge 

this  trouble  it  would  be  irrelevant  to  speak  here,  it 
being  matter  of  no  concern  to  Crescent  Lodge  or 
its  members.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  No.  6  made  vig- 
orous protest  against  granting  of  dispensation,  and 
for  a  time  resented  the  recommendation  made  by 
Crescent  Lodge.  In  defense  of  our  action  taken  it 
may  be  said  that  here  at  home  a  similar  experience 
had  been  passed  through.  It  had  been  found  that 
where  there  is  lack  of  harmony  among  brothers  it 
is  best  to  let  the  dissatisfied  ones  go  in  peace,  and 
even  with  good  wishes,  rather  than  to  make  at- 
tempt at  restraint.  It  was  soon  proven  that  No.  6 
had  not  suffered  by  this  establishment  of  a  new 
lodge,  and  soon  there  was  renewed  between  this, 
the  oldest  Masonic  body  in  Linn  county,  and  Cres- 
cent Lodge  that  perfect  accord  which  should  exist 
among  brothers. 

May  4th,  1896,  Bro.  Elsom  reported  to  the 
lodge  that  work  had  begun  on  foundations  for  the 
new  Masonic  Temple,  toward  the  building  of 
which  efforts  had  so  long  been  directed.  The  site, 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  First  avenue  and  First 
street,  had  been  purchased  several  months  pre- 
viously and  the  buildings  occupying  the  same  re- 
moved. It  may  be  here  recalled  incidentally  that 
the  bodies  had  at  one  time  meeting  place  in  the 
corner  building  thus  demolished.  Work  on  the 
temple  having  commenced.  Crescent  Lodge  was 
notified  that  25  per  cent  of  its  subscription,  amount- 
ing to  $625,  was  due,  and  the  trustees  were  in- 
structed to  pay  the  same. 

Bro.  Lee  Phillips,  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge, 
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died  at  Iowa  City  June  16,  1896.  The  lodge  was 
called  to  attend  and  conduct  the  funeral  services 
on  June  1 8th.  The  remains  were  met  at  the  depot, 
escorted  by  a  large  number  of  brethren  from  Iowa 
City  and  elsewhere.  Through  the  kindness  of  the 
Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railroad 
Company  a  special  train  was  placed  at  the  service 
of  the  lodge  to  convey  the  remains  to  Clarksville, 
where  interment  was  had.  At  this  latter  place  the 
funeral  train  was  received  by  Butler  Lodge  No.  94, 
which  joined  in  the  procession.  After  services  at 
the  old  home  of  the  deceased  brother  and  at  the 
grave-side  Crescent  Lodge  was  closed  in  the  hall 
of  Butler  Lodge. 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  July  6th  the  usual  evi- 
dences of  mourning  were  ordered,  and  the  Secre- 
tary instructed  to  return  thanks  of  the  lodge  to  the 
railroad  company  for  courtesies,  and  to  the  lodges 
at  Iowa  City  and  Clarksville  for  assisting  at  the 
funeral  of  Bro.  Phillips. 

Some  few  pages  back  it  was  stated  that  the  ar- 
rangement entered  into  between  Crescent  and  Mt. 
Hermon  Lodges  for  joint  action  in  cases  of  charity 
had  continued  ever  since.  While  this  is  true  in  its 
practical  workings,  it  should  be  given  explanation. 
The  Masters  of  both  lodges  work  together,  and 
have  so  worked,  when  call  is  made  for  charity  In 
the  case  of  strangers  or  sojourning  brothers.  But 
it  was  found  inexpedient  to  carry  on  the  work 
jointly  when  assistance  was  needed  for  members'  of 
the  local  lodges  and  their  families.  Thus  at  the 
regular  of  August  3  we  find  "the  Secretary  was  in- 
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structed  to  notify  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  TSTo.  263 
that  the  agreement  of  each  lodge  to  pay  one-half 
the  bills  for  charity  will  be  terminated  after  this 
date,  and  that  this  lodge  will  hereafter  dispense  its 
own  charity,  after  careful  investigation  of  the 
worthiness  of  the  recipient." 

Again  on  the  14th  of  August  was  observed  the 
"Father"  Laurance  anniversary.  Year  after  year 
these  occasions  became  better  known,  more  eagerly 
looked  forward  to,  and  more  largely  attended. 
They  became,  in  fact,  the  principal  lodge  events  of 
succeeding  years,  in  which  work  was  combined 
with  social  intercourse.  On  this,  the  sixty-fourth 
recurrence  of  Bro.  Laurance's  Masonic  anniver- 
sary, there  was,  as  was  the  custom,  work  on  the 
third  degree,  Bro.  Taylor  Carpenter  being  raised. 
The  speakers  of  the  evening  were  Grand  Secretary 
T.  S.  Parvin,  Bros.  John  T.  Hamilton,  J.  W.  Gei- 
ger,  J.  W.  Henderson  and  Alexander  Laurance. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected  De- 
cember 7,  as  follows: 

Arthur  H.  Gough,  Worshipful  Master. 

John  W.  Noble,  Senior  Warden. 

S.  J.  Conrad,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 

The  appointive  officers  were: 

Joseph  E.  Morcombe,  Senior  Deacon. 

A.  W.  McKinnon,  Junior  Deacon. 

G.  B.  Chamberlain,  Senior  Steward. 

G.  M.  Armstrong,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 


History  Crescent  Lodge  347 

The  work  of  the  lodge  for  1896  is  thus  sum- 
marized: 

Initiations — Charles  J.  Glood,  January  2 1 ;  Por- 
ter Hamilton,  February  10;  George  B.  Chamber- 
lain, April  20;  Taylor  Carpenter  and  W.  E.  Gil- 
christ, May  II ;  Joseph  P.  Grissel,  August  10;  M. 
B.  Dillon,  October  12. 

Passings — Charles  J.  Glood,  February  5 ;  Por- 
ter Hamilton,  February  19;  George  B.  Chamber- 
lain and  W.  E.  Gilchrist,  May  1 8 ;  Taylor  Carpen- 
ter, June  8, 

Raisings — Charles  J.  Glood,  February  1 7 ;  Por- 
ter Hamilton,  March  16;  W.  E.  Gilchrist,  May 
26;  George  B.  Chamberlain,  June  15;  Taylor  Car- 
penter, August  14. 

Admissions — ^V.  W.  Johnson  and  E.  H.  West- 
fall,  June  I ;  Martin  Beck,  February  3 ;  O.  W. 
-  Jackson,  January  6 ;  Sidney  Smith,  Matthew  Stew- 
art, February  3 ;  Vencil  Drahos,  J.  H.  Helm, 
March  2 ;  R.  T.  Forbes,  May  5 ;  L.  H.  Hill,  Au- 
gust 3 ;  D.  A.  Ross  and  J.  W.  Griffith,  October  5 ; 
W.  E.  Sheldon,  September  7. 

Reinstatements — E.  L.  Day,  May  5.  (Sus- 
pended in  1890.) 

Deaths — M.  P.  Mills,  July  31;  Lee  Phillips, 
June  16. 

Demissions — J.  C.  Frantz,  March  2;  A.  R. 
Beem,  John  Godden,  J.  A.  Shields,  May  4;  W.  A. 
Hedke,  J.  H.  Slater,  June  i. 

Suspended  (N.  P.  D.)— J-  M.  Alexander,  C. 
H.  Balheim,  R.  H.  Dolezal,  W.  A.  Gibbs,  A.  Liv- 
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ingston,  George  J.  Miller,  F.  H.  Norris,  W.  H. 
Storrs. 

The  free  cash  balance  In  treasury  at  close  of  year 
was  $233.45;  the  total  membership  was  201,  and 
Grand  Lodge  dues  were  $160.75.  The  total  in- 
come of  lodge  during  the  year,  including  cash  bal- 
ance at  beginning,  was  $2,230.33,  and  disburse- 
ments aggregated  $1,996.88.  The  assets  are  thus 
given : 
Shares  of  Masonic  Temple  Stock  (150)  .$1,500.00 

25  per  cent  paid  on  250  shares 625.00 

Masonic  Temple  Association  note  due 

January  18,  1897 600.00 

Stock  in  Perpetual  Building  Ass'n 244.80 

Cash  on  hand 233.45 

Total $3,203.23 

1897 — There  is  again  reference  to  the  Masonic 
Temple  at  Cedar  Rapids  in  the  Grand  Secretary's 
report  for  this  year  in  the  following  language : 

"Last  year  we  spoke  of  the  erection  of  this 
building,  to  surpass  any  temple  of  the  order  in  the 
state.  It  was,  at  the  date  of  that  report,  antici- 
pated that  the  corner-stone  would  be  laid  in  July  of 
last  year,  but  financial  conditions  deranged  the 
business  of  the  country  to  such  an  extent  that  work 
upon  it  was  discontinued.  Now  we  are  enabled  to 
assert  authoritatively  that  the  contract  has  been 
let  (to  Bro.  A.  H.  Connor,  the  contractor  for  the 
Library  building) ,  and  that  the  building  is  to  be 
completed  December   ist    of    the    present    year. 
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whereof  we  are  all  glad.  It  is  an  assured  fact  that 
the  Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids  will  have  the  finest 
Masonic  Temple  in  Iowa.  The  Grand  Lodge  will 
be  invited  to  lay  its  corner-stone  soon  after  the  clos- 
ing of  the  present  communication." 

Grand  Lodge  proceedings  reveal  the  presence 
of  several  members  of  Crescent  Lodge  and  other 
brothers  from  Cedar  Rapids  in  attendance  at  Mt. 
Pleasant  April  14,  1897.  The  occasion  was  the 
funeral  of  Bro.  Theodore  Schreiner,  for  forty-two 
years  Tyler  of  Grand  Lodge,  services  being  con- 
ducted by  the  grand  body.  Bro.  William  Elsom  of 
Crescent  Lodge  acted  as  Grand  Marshal.  The 
jewels  of  the  local  lodges  were  draped  in  mourning 
for  thirty  days  in  memory  of  this  patriarch  among 
Iowa  Masons. 

The  record  now  brings  us  to  date  of  June  24, 
1897,  at  which  time  the  corner-stone  of  the  new 
Temple  was  laid  by  Grand  Master  A.  R.  Dewey  in 
the  presence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  the  local 
lodges  and  other  Masonic  bodies,  many  brethren 
from  abroad  and  a  great  gathering  of  citizens. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  grand  officers  who 
actively  participated  in  the  ceremonies  incident  to 
the  laying  of  the  corner-stone: 

Grand  Master,  A.  R.  Dewey,  Washington, 
Iowa. 

Grand  Senior  Warden,  A.  H.  Hugg,  Oskaloosa. 

Acting  Grand  Junior  Warden,  William  Elsom, 
Cedar  Rapids. 

Acting  Grand  Treasurer,  F.  H.  Loring,  Water- 
loo. 
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Acting  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Geo.  B.  Van 
Saun,  Cedar  Falls. 

Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  W.  Hackley,  Musca- 
tine. 

Grand  Junior  Deacon,  J.  R.  SmuU,  Stuart. 

Grand  Tyler,  A.  N.  Alberson,  Washington. 

It  fell  to  the  present  writer  to  prepare  the  news- 
paper matter  for  the  occasion,  and  from  the  report 
as  given  upon  the  evening  of  June  24th  the  follow- 
ing is  extracted : 

The  general  committees  met  in  Masonic  Hall  in 
joint  session  last  evening  to  perfect  the  details  for 
the  celebration  and  the  reception  and  entertainment 
of  guests.  Committees  representing  the  various 
branches  of  the  order  were  appointed  on  reception 
as  follows: 

CRESCENT  LODGE — FORENOON. 

A.  H.  Gough. 
G.  M.  Johnson. 
J.  E.  Morcombe. 
Chas.  R.  Jordan. 

AFTERNOON. 

C.  B.  Whelpley. 
Porter  Hamilton. 
S.  J.  Conrad. 
E.  J.  C.  Bealer. 

MT.  HERMON  LODGE FORENOON. 

C.  D.  Huston.  -  ' 

T.  Will  Runlcle. 
M.  W.  Hazeltine. 
E.  F.  Cox. 
M.  V.  Bolton. 
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AFTERNOON. 

J.  M.  Dinwiddle. 
H.  C.  Waite. 

APOLLO  COMMANDERY — FORENOON. 

E.  L.  Camp. 
G.  B.  Holmes. 
C.  A.  Laurance. 
S.  C.  Cook. 

F.  H.  Juckett. 

AFTERNOON. 

J.  H.  Helm. 
J.  T.  Carmody. 
M.  S.  Jackson. 
L.  W.  Anderson. 

Cedar  Rapids  may  have  entertained  larger 
crowds  than  that  which  began  to  congregate  here 
last  evening,  but  it  has  never  entertained  a  more 
enthusiastic  gathering  of  people.  The  city  has  also 
had  many  public  services  and  ceremonies,  but  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  none  of  them  were  so  grand  and  im- 
pressive as  that  witnessed  here  today. 

All  of  last  evening's  trains  brought  in  delega- 
tions representing  the  various  branches  of  Ma- 
sonry, from  the  man  who  wears  only  the  little 
Master  Mason's  emblem,  with  which  we  have  all 
been  familiar  since  childhood,  to  the  great  gold 
and  diamond  studded  watch  chain  which  the 
Knights  Templars  are  wont  to  effect.  Yet  all  these 
were  on  an  absolute  equality,  no  one  more  than 
another  gratified  over  the  prospects  for  the  grand- 
est Masonic  structure  in  Iowa,  if  not  in  the  entire 
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west,  a  monument  to  the  wisdom  and  enterprise  of 
the  fraternity  in  this  city. 

The  morning  trains,  regular  and  special,  on  all 
lines  brought  many  delegations  of  varying  sizes, 
swelling  the  attendance  of  visitors  by  hundreds. 
The  committees  on  reception  were  kept  busily  en- 
gaged, their  methods  being  so  perfected  that  no  one 
was  allowed  to  even  look  lonesome  for  more  than  a 
minute  after  his  arrival. 

About  I  o'clock  the  citizens  of  every  class  and 
race  began  to  mingle  with  the  throng,  and  by  the 
time  the  procession  had  formed  in  First  avenue  at 
the  Library  building  the  sidewalks  on  both  sides  of 
the  avenue  from  First  to  Fifth  street  were  fairly 
packed. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  city,  even  when  with 
similar  honors  the  corner-stone  of  the  Masonic 
Library  building  was  laid,  has  such  a  magnificent 
spectacle  been  witnessed  as  the  procession  which 
marched  to  the  Temple  at  the  foot  of  First  avenue, 
there  to  perform  the  rites  which  the  order  has  from 
time  immemorial  observed  in  the  beginning  of  all 
structures  to  be  devoted  to  Masonic  uses.  It  was 
a  sight  long  to  be  remembered,  not  to  fade  from 
memory  as  the  recollections  of  the  many  and 
various  civic  parades  which  have  been  witnessed  in 
the  city.  The  general  public  is  seldom  accorded 
the  privilege  of  seeing  the  regalia  and  parapherna- 
lia worn  and  employed  by  this  great  order,  and  ex- 
clamations of  delight  and  surprise  were  repeated 
from  the  interested  spectators  who  lined  the  ave- 
nue. 
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Shortly  before  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
great  corner-stone  of  the  Masonic  Temple  was 
lifted  from  its  position  under  the  workmen's  awn- 
ing to  its  permanent  place  at  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  new  structure.  By  means  of  the  immense 
steam  derrick  and  numerous  cables  the  task  was 
easily  accomplished,  occupying  only  a  few  minutes. 

The  workmen  then  began  their  duty  of  cutting 
into  the  top  of  the  stone  a  receptacle  for  the  rec- 
ords, documents  and  papers  which  will  have  an 
almost  eternal  resting  place  therein.  The  recepta- 
cle is  seven  and  one-half  inches  deep,  the  same  in 
width  and  eleven  and  one-half  inches  long.  It  will 
contain  only  the  metallic  casket  in  which  the  val- 
uable deposits  are  placed.  The  speaker's  platform 
was  also  erected. 

Within  the  metallic  casket  which  was  deposited 
in  the  corner-stone  receptacle  this  afternoon  were 
the  following  articles : 

Proceedings  of  the  54th  annual  communication 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  Oskaloosa,  June  i, 
1897. 

Book  of  Masonic  ceremonials. 

Masonic  Code  of  Iowa,  1893. 

Invitation  of  Masonic  Temple  Association  to 
the  Masons  of  Iowa,  and  program  of  the  day. 

Roster  of  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25 ;  of  Mt.  Her- 
nion  Lodge  No.  263;  of  Apollo  Commandery  No. 
26;  of  Trowel  Chapter  No.  49,  R.  A.  M.;  of  Ce- 
dar Chapter  No.  184,  of  Order  of  Eastern  Star. 

By-laws  of  the  same. 
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Holy  Bible,  deposited  by  Richard  T.  Forbes. 

Photograph  of  A.  H.  Gough,  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter Crescent  Lodge. 

Photograph  of  C.  D.  Huston,  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter Mt.  Hermon  Lodge. 

Souvenir  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

Medal  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  with  medallion 
of  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary  of  1884. 

Photograph  of  A.  A.  Kimbro,  Past  Master 
Crescent  Lodge. 

A  set  of  silver  coin  of  1897,  one  dollar,  fifty 
cents,  twenty-five  cents,  ten  cents,  five  cents  and  one 
cent. 

One  set  of  silver  coins  of  1844,  presented  by 
Bro.  Thos.  Farmer,  Marshal. 

Official  Register  of  Iowa,  1897,  published  by 
order  of  General  Assembly. 

Gazette  City  Directory  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Ma- 
rion and  Kenwood,  December,  1896. 

Map  of  Iowa. 

Rules  and  Order  of  Business  of  the  City  Council 
of  Cedar  Rapids. 

Daily  papers  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Evening  Gazette, 
Daily  Republican  and  Daily  Times. 

Last  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Schools,  Cedar  Rapids. 

The  ceremonies  attendant  upon  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  commenced  this  afternoon,  when  a 
special  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  Grand  Master 
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A.  R.  Dewey  at  the  Masonic  Library  at    2 130 
o'clock. 

At  the  same  hour  the  procession  was  formed  in 
front  of  the  Library  building,  under  the  escort  of 
Apollo  Commandery  No.  26,  K.  T.,  and  visiting 
Sir  Knights.  The  order  of  procession  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Cedar  Rapids  National  Band. 

Escort,  Apollo  Commandery  and  visiting 
Knights  Templars. 

Zelotus  Farr,  Tyler  of  Crescent  and  Mt.  Her- 
mon  Lodges,  with  drawn  sword. 

Stewards  of  Crescent  Lodge,  with  rods. 

Master  Masons. 

Deacons,  Senior  and  Junior,  with  rods. 

Secretaries. 

Treasurers. 

Wardens. 

Past  Masters. 

Masters. 

These  were  followed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
subjoined  order : 

Grand  Tyler,  with  drawn  sword. 

Grand  Stewards,  with  white  rods. 

Past  Master,  with  golden  vessel,  containing  corn. 

Two  Past  Masters,  with  silver  vessels,  one  con- 
taining wine  and  the  other  oil. 

Master  of  a  lodge,  carrying  the  great  lights, 
supported  by  two  stewards. 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Two  large. lights,  borne  by  two  Masters  of 
lodges. 
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Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary. 
Senior  and  Junior  Grand  Wardens. 
One  large  light,  borne  by  a  Master  ol  a  lodge. 
Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Master  of  oldest  lodge,  bearing  book  of  consti- 
tutions. 

Grand  Master,  supported  by  Senior  and  Junior 
Grand  Deacons,  with  rods. 

In  this  order  the  procession  marched  from  the 
Library  building  down  First  avenue  to  the  location 
of  the  new  Temple  building  at  the  foot  of  First 
avenue,  corner  of  First  street,  where  at  3  p.  m.  the 
ceremonies  were  proceeded  with  in  accordance  with 
the  ancient  usages  of  the  craft. 

Along  the  entire  route  the  procession  attracted 
much  attention  from  the  crowds  which  had  gath- 
ered at  every  point,  while  at  the  place  where  the 
exercises  were  to  occur  there  was  a  tremendous  jam 
of  people,  drawn  thither  by  the  rarity  and  impor- 
tance of  the  occasion. 

The  ceremonies,  following  the  time-honored 
ritualistic  forms,  were  then  proceeded  with.  The 
Grand  Marshal  then  made  proclamation : 

"In  the  name  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa,  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  I  now  proclaim:  That  the  corner-stone 
of  the  structure  here  to  be  erected  has  this  day  been 
proved  square,  level  and  plumb,  true  and  trusty, 
and  laid  according  to  the  rules  of  our  ancient  craft, 
by  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons." 

Grand  Master  Almon  R.  Dewey  was  then  in- 
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troduced  by  Past  Master  John  T.  Hamilton,  and 
made  address  as  follows : 

"Brethren:  No  index  to  the  character  of  a  peo- 
ple can  be  more  distinctly  set  forth  than  their  build- 
ings and  habitation;  building  for  man  is  an  early 
ambition,  and  when  and  where  a  people  thrive 
there  you  will  observe  the  pathway  of  their  success 
marked  by  the  erection  and  improvements  of  build- 
ings and  edifices. 

"This  is  true  as  to  private  enterprise  and  private 
undertakings.  The  citizen  delights  in  announcing 
his  success  by  erecting,  extending  and  beautifying 
his  home  and  habitation,  and  to  see  such  improve- 
ments the  observer,  with  a  feeling  of  pride  for  his 
neighbor,  joins  him  (the  owner)  in  feeling  of 
pleasure  for  his  comforts  and  pleasures  of  home 
life.  Neighbor  sees  neighbor  thus  succeed  and  all 
look  upon  each  other's  success  with  delight  and 
pleasure;  as  in  fact  the  whole  goes  to  make  up  a 
citizenship  which  indicates  thrift,  intelligence,  prog- 
ress and  prosperity. 

"This,  that  of  home  life,  is  the  fabric  and  foun- 
dation of  all  the  superstructure  that  makes  us  a 
great  people,  and  a  great  nation,  and  the  same  am- 
bition that  prompts  the  citizen  to  see  himself  sur- 
rounded with  the  comforts  and  pleasures  of  rich 
habitations,  leads  him  to  foster  a  kindred  ambition 
for  the  success  of  his  city  and  state. 

"He  joins  with  pleasure  in  efforts  to  build  up 
and  beautify  his  cities  and  surroundings;  he 
watches  with  intense  interest  the  growth  and  up- 
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building  of  churches  and  edifices,  and  feels  that  he 
is  a  part  of  the  whole. 

"Following  in  the  wake  of  this  thought  comes 
as  if  by  natural  instinct,  an  ambition  that  those  that 
may  come  after  him  may  learn  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
'the  energy,  industry  and  culture  of  the  time  in 
which  we  live.' 

"So  it  is,  that  from  ancient  times  to  the  present, 
the  mode  of  preserving  and  perpetuating  a  record 
of  our  existence  and  doings  is  accomplished  by  re- 
sorting to  the  comer-stone  of  buildings  and  edifices 
as  a  fitting  and  proper  receptacle  for  such  record. 

"Hence  it  is  that  the  ceremony  through  which 
we  have  just  passed  is  but  the  repetition  of  what 
has  been  performed  and  observed  through  a  long 
period  of  time  at  the  commencement  of  important 
buildings.  To  the  Masonic  fraternity  has  been 
delegated,  if  not  of  right  at  least  by  common  con- 
sent, the  privilege  of  laying  comer-stones  to  all 
public  buildings  and  edifices. 

"The  term  corner-stone  is  one  of  ancient  origin, 
being  first  adopted  by  the  patriarch  Job.  Chapter 
38,  verse  6,  he  says:  'Whereupon  are  the  founda- 
tions thereof  fastened,  or  who  laid  the  corner-stone 
thereof?'  Although  I  do  not  desire  to  enter  into  a 
theological  discussion  sufficient  to  presume  a  date 
of  this  early  saying,  yet  I  may  safely  place  it  seven- 
teen hundred  and  fifty  years  before  the  Christian 
era,  now  over  three  thousand  and  six  hundred  years 
ago. 

"The  hearer  may  have  already  become  im- 
pressed that  the  saying  and  the  connection  with 
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which  it  was  used  in  no  wise  is  connected  with  the 
thought  that  we  are  considering  here  today,  but 
rather  an  appeal  to  the  world  admonishing  them  of 
their  ignorance  of  God's  great  plans  and  the  inabil- 
ity of  the  human  mind  to  grasp  the  great  scheme  of 
his  handiwork.  But  so  it  is  that  the  term  has,  from 
that  time  to  this,  been  used  and  interpreted  as  the 
foundation,  the  substantial  support  of  it  all  was 
noble,  great  and  good. 

"These  thoughts  so  early  instilled  into  the  hu- 
man mind  by  the  great  law-giver  never  fail  to  be 
observed;  and  were,  in  fact,  seized  upon  as  ex- 
pressive of  the  foundation  of  every  virtue. 

"However,  ages  passed  before  the  mind  of  man 
was  led  from  the  spiritual  to  both  the  spiritual  and 
practicable  observance  of  ceremonies  commem- 
orative of  the  special  event  of  laying  the  corner- 
stone of  an  edifice  by  ceremony. 

"It  takes  great  occasions  to  bring  about  great  re- 
sults. It  is  when  a  whole  people  or  nation  is 
aroused  that  we  find  progress  of  what  before  re- 
mained unnoticed,  and  but  for  them  would  have 
long  slumbered  undeveloped. 

"It  was  after  Israel  had  witnessed  the  rise  and 
fall  of  their  nation  after  they  had  enjoyed  God's 
blessing  and  received  His  punishment,  after  they 
had  suffered  for  seventy  years  in  captivity  and  at  a 
time  when  there  was  before  them  the  opportunity 
of  being  restored  to  His  favor  and  permitted  to 
return  to  their  native  country  and  rebuild  their  city 
and  temple,  and  when  exerting  their  effort  to  mani- 
fest their  thankfulness  and  to  praise  Him  for  His 
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greatness  and  goodness  that  the  ceremonies  at- 
tending the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  were  first 
inaugurated.  So  to  holy  writ  we  go  for  the  first 
public  ceremony  of  the  laying  of  a  comer  stone. 

"The  writer  Ezra,  chapter  iii:8-ii  inclusive, 
says:  'Now  in  the  second  year  of  their  coming 
unto  the  house  of  God  of  Jerusalem,  in  the  second 
month,  began  Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and 
Joshua  the  son  of  Jozedak  and  the  remnant  of 
their  brethren  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  all 
they  that  were  come  out  of  the  captivity  unto 
Jerusalem ;  and  appointed  the  Levites,  from  twenty 
years  old  and  upwards,  to  set  forward  the  work  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord. 

"  'Then  stood  Joshua  with  his  sons  and  his 
brethren,  Kadmiel  and  his  sons,  the  sons  of  Judah 
together  to  set  forward  the  workmen  in  the  house 
of  God;  the  sons  of  Henadad  with  their  sons  and 
their  brethren  the  Levites. 

"  'And  when  the  builders  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  they  set  the  priests  in 
their  apparel  with  trumpets,  and  the  Levites  the 
sons  of  Asaph  with  cymbals,  to  praise  the  Lord 
after  the  ordinance  of  David  king  of  Israel. 

"  'And  they  sang  together  by  course  in  praising 
and  giving  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  because  he  is 
good,  and  for  his  mercy  endureth  forever  toward 
Israel.  And  all  the  people  shouted  with  a  great 
shout,  when  they  praised  the  Lord,  because  the 
foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  laid.' 

"With  the  precedent  of  this  high  authority  has 
been  woven  the  custom  of  laying  comer  stones  with 


JOHN    W.    NOBLK 
Worshipful  Master  in  1808 


History  Crescent  Lodge  361 

pomp  and  ceremony,  with  song  and  rejoicing,  with 
thanksgiving  and  with  praise. 

"You  will  observe  that  the  custom  originated 
with  the  Jewish  people,  but  no  sooner  had  Christ- 
ianity been  established  than  the  custom  was 
adopted  and  by  them  continued  to  this  day. 

"I  have  said  the  custom  of  laying  corner  stones 
originated  with  the  Jewish  people  and  has  been 
adopted  by  Christian  nations.  True,  but  from 
that  time,  that  Is,  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of 
the  new  temple  at  Jerusalem,  B.  C.  535,  up  to 
about  1830  A.  D.,  history  furnishes  us  no  Instances 
where  the  ceremony  attending  the  laying  of  a  cor- 
ner stone  was  performed  by  aught  else  than  by  the 
fraternity  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

"I  will  not  be  bold  enough  to  claim,  as  with  such 
reason  and  strong  argument  Is  professed  by  many 
learned  writers,  that  the  origin  as  herein  referred 
to  was  exclusively  Masonic.  But  from  what  to 
me  Is  rehable  authority,  I  do  say  that  from  that 
period  up  to  the  date  mentioned,  about  1830  A. 
D.,  none  other  than  Masonic  bodies  performed 
these  ceremonies. 

"We  have  no  evidence  that  any  church  or  other 
society  ever  laid  a  corner  stone  with  ceremony,  until 
during  the  antl-MasonIc  excitement  In  the  United 
States,  when  a  bishop  of  New  York  (himself  a 
Mason)  felt  unwilling  to  see  his  church  edifices 
erected  without  the  use  of  this  time  honored  cere- 
mony, and  not  being  able  to  get  the  services  of  the 
Masons  In  public,  took  the  Masonic  ceremony,  and 
by  slight  alterations  and  additions,  made  It  appear 
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to  be  a  church  service,  and  thus  prepared,  he  actu- 
ally laid  the  corner  stone  of  several  churches  in 
Masonic  form,  though  the  public  supposed  it  to  be 
a  religious  form.  For  example,  while  he  could 
well  think  of  and  use  the  secret  words  which  ac- 
company each  stroke  of  the  gavel  upon  the  stone, 
he  allayed  the  prejudices  which  would  at  that  time 
have  been  openly  expressed  against  the  Masonic 
ceremony,  by  simply  substituting  for  the  true  words 
the  following,  which  he  spoke  in  a  loud  voice: 
'In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.' 

"Since  the  period  above  spoken  of,  corner  stones 
have  been  and  are  still  being  laid  by  different 
churches  and  societies,  not  one  of  whom  are  capa- 
ble of  giving  the  true  reason  for  the  most  simple 
portions  of  the  ceremony. 

"History  is  replete  with  instances  traveling 
down  through  the  period  of  time  mentioned  of 
ceremonies  of  the  character  herein  described  and 
with  very  slight  deviation  in  the  ceremony  from 
that  we  today  present. 

"The  custom  has  traveled  where  civilization  has 
traveled.  For  centuries  churches,  societies,' scien- 
tific associations  and  public  buildings  have  been 
accustomed  to  and  sought  for  the  presentation  of 
these  ceremonies  at  the  laying  of  the  foundations 
of  buildings,  temples,  churches  and  libraries 
peculiar  to  the  respective  organizations. 

"In  fact  the  architecture  of  England  was  for 
years  under  the  control  and  immediate  supervision 
of  the  grand  master  or  deputy  of  Masonry  and 
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ceremonies  of  laying  corner  stones  universally  ob- 
served and  always  performed  by  the  Masonic  craft. 

"I  have  said  that  the  custom  of  laying  corner 
stones  has  traveled  where  civilization  has  traveled. 
This  is  true  because  the  progress  of  civilization 
and  of  architecture  is  synonymous  with  the  prog- 
ress of  Masonry.  Formerly  truly  operative,  yet 
modern  Masonry — speculative — was  born  of  the 
same  sentiment  and  kept  pace  with  the  same  ob- 
ject and  purpose. 

"Hence,  we  trace  improvements  in  the  art  of 
constructing  dwellings  to  shelter  from  the  heat 
of  a  summer  sun  or  to  protect  from  the  winter's 
blast;  we  find  the  need  of  the  square,  the  level 
and  the  plumb,  and  the  science  of  the  architect 
has  developed  its  use  until  its  latent  beauties  have 
astonished  all. 

"How  fitting  and  appropriate  therefore,  that 
there  should  be  accorded  to  such  an  institution  as 
ours  the  universal  privilege  of  laying  the  founda- 
tion stone. 

"This,  one  of  the  duties  and  pleasures  enjoined 
on  Masonry  is,  and  has  been  received  and  per- 
formed by  them,  and  no  place  in  this  fair  republic 
of  ours  is  deprived  of  its  services. 

"Today  many  and  numerous  indeed  are  the 
churches  erected  in  God's  name  and  from  which  to 
sing  his  praise  and  from  whose  altars  are  pro- 
claimed the  good  tidings  of  peace  on  earth  and 
to  men  good  will,  which  have  been  erected  and  the 
foundation  stone  tried,  tested  and  approved  by  the 
Masons'  square,  level  and  plumb. 
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"Institutions  of  learning,  public  libraries,  acad- 
emies of  science  have  universally  had  their  founda- 
tion stone  tried,  tested  and  proved  by  the  imple- 
ments of  Masonry. 

"On  many  an  occasion,  too,  have  we,  the  Masons 
of  our  beloved  Iowa,  been  called  upon  to  take  part 
in  the  erection  of  those  temples  at  whose  doors 
sits  the  blind  goddess,  with  scales  equipoised  in 
her  hands,  dealing  out  impartial  justice  to  all 
alike.  Justice  is  one  of  the  four  cardinal  virtues 
ever  placed  before  the  Masonic  student,  whether 
young  or  old  in  the  profession,  which  he  is  not 
only  to  study,  but  practice  while  living,  if  he  would 
attain  to  the  highest  good  here,  and  hereafter  enjoy 
the  fruition  of  a  well  spent  life. 

"It  is  a  part  of  Masonry  to  know  the  customs 
of  our  fathers,  and  as  equally  an  important  part 
of  Masonry  to  do  the  customs  of  our  fathers  and 
to  know  that  their  time  honored  customs  were  ex- 
tended to,  and  assumed  by  our  fathers  ought  to 
stimulate  us  to  the  thought  that  these  lessons  so 
taught  and  the  customs  so  established,  should  in 
no  wise  be  departed  from  or  permitted  to  relax  or 
suffer  decay  by  our  inactivity  or  want  of  zeal  for 
Masonry. 

"Surrounded  as  we  are  on  this  occasion  by  the 
foundation  of  a  truly  Masonic  edifice,  we  with 
double  zeal  look  forward  to  its  completion  with 
high  hopes  for  its  success  and  equally  so  with  the 
high  hope  that  Masonry  may  continue  to  flourish 
and  prosper  in  your  city. 

"A  corner  stone  is  symbolical  of  the  foundation 
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of  life  and  character  which  Masonry  teaches,  en- 
courages and  inculcates  upon  the  minds  of  its 
members. 

"May  the  day  here  spent  stimulate  every  Ma- 
son to  a  more  complete  observance  of  the  lesson 
taught." 

Other  speechmaking  and  music  followed  and 
the  ceremonies  were  at  an  end. 

In  the  evening  the  Grand  Lodge  officers  and 
other  visitors  who  remained  in  the  city  were  suit- 
ably entertained  by  the  local  bodies  at  the  lodge 
rooms  and  the  Grand  Lodge  library  building. 

August  14,  1897,  was  Past  Masters'  night,  as 
well  as  being  the  "Father"  Laurance  Anniversary. 
The  third  degree  was  conferred  on  Bro.  Frank  E. 
Dunlap,  the  following  Past  Masters  occupying 
stations : 

William  Elsom,  as  Worshipful  Master. 

Martin  Evans,  as  Senior  Warden. 

John  A.  Kimbro,  as  Junior  Warden. 

George  M.  Johnson,  as  Senior  Deacon. 

Wallace  W.  Hamilton,  as  Junior  Deacon. 

Charles  D.  Huston  (263),  as  Senior  Steward. 

Two  deaths  occurred  in  the  membership  of 
Crescent  Lodge  during  September,  being  those  of 
Bro.  C.  G.  Jones  on  the  12th  and  Bro.  Frank  Wit- 
ousek  on  the  i8th.  In  neither  of  these  cases,  nor 
on  the  occasion  of  Bro.  George  Kratchovil's  death 
on  February  loth  of  this  year,  did  the  lodge  con- 
duct the  funeral  services.  The  remains  of  Bro.  C. 
G.  Jones  were  buried  at  Davenport  by  Davenport 
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Lodge  No.  37,  for  which  kindness  letter  of  thanks 
was  sent  by  Crescent. 

The  following  were  chosen  as  elective  officers 
of  the  lodge  December  6,  1897: 

John  W.  Noble,  Worshipful  Master. 

Joseph  E.  Morcombe,  Senior  Warden. 

S.  J.  Conrad,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 

These,  with  the  following  appointive  officers, 
were  duly  installed  December  20,  1897: 

Samuel  B.  Cowden,  Senior  Deacon. 

Hugh  Ross,  Junior  Deacon. 

Fred  Sadler,  Senior  Steward. 

David  Robertson,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

Bros.  Past  Masters  William  Elsom,  George  M. 
Johnson  and  Martin  Evans  were  appointed  as 
Finance  Committee. 

Summary  of  work  for  the  year  1897  is  here 
given : 

Initiations — A.  H.  Gairns,  January  11;  A.  J. 
Harris  and  A.  G.  McFarlane,  February  1 5 ;  Frank 
V.  Hasek  and  David  Robertson,  March  8 ;  D.  N. 
Wheeler,  April  12;  William  Edwards,  June  14; 
O.  A.  Siler  and  F.  E.  Dunlap,  July  12;  J.  G. 
Elder,  August  1 6 ;  Fred  Sadler,  October  1 1 ;  Frank 
M.  Brown,  J.  F.  Updike,  Arthur  B.  Farr  and 
Frank  Coates,  December  13. 

Passings — ^J.  P.  Grissel,  February  8 ;  A.  J. 
Harris  and  A.  G.  McFarlane,  March  15;  F.  V. 
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Hasek  and  D.  Robertson,  April  14;  D.  N.  Wheeler 
and  A.  H.  Gairns,  April  28 ;  F.  E.  Dunlap,  August 
9;  O.  A.  Siler,  August  30;  J.  G.  Elder,  Septem- 
ber 20;  Fred  Sadler,  November  8. 

Raisings — J.  P.  Grissel,  February  23 ;  A.  G. 
McFarlane,  March  29;  A.  J.  Harris,  April  19; 
D.  Robertson,  May  10;  F.  V.  Hasek,  May  17; 
D.  N.  Wheeler,  May  20;  A.  H.  Gairns,  May  21 ; 
F.  E.  Dunlap,  August  14;  O.  A.  Siler,  September 
13;  J.  G.  Elder,  September  29;  Fred  Sadler,  No- 
vember 15. 

Admissions — E.  R.  Swan,  March  i. 

Reinstatements — J.  M.  Alexander,  December 
6  (suspended  in  1896). 

Deaths — George  Kratchovil,  February  10; 
Charles  G.  Jones,  September  12;  Frank  Witousek, 
September  18. 

Demissions — J.  H.  Pollard,  February  i ;  E.  A. 
Charles,  March  i ;  W.  S.  Moulton,  December  6. 

Suspended  (N.  P.  D.) — C.  J.  Fox,  January  4; 
William  Anderson,  June  7;  D.  F.  Wiley,  D.  J. 
Reid,  G.  E.  Palmer,  J.  F.  Mclntyre  and  A.  B. 
Poore,  December  6. 

The  cash  balance  and  total  receipts  of  the  lodge 
for  the  year,  as  shown  by  Treasurer's  report,  were 
•$2,718.02,  with  disbursements  aggregating 
$2,419.50.  The  increases  and  decreases  of  the 
year  in  membership  just  balanced,  the  number  re- 
maining at  201.  Grand  Lodge  dues  for  the  year 
were  $176.00. 

1898 — The  work  of  building  the  new  Temple 
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had  been  pushed  to  completion,  and  the  first  stated 
meeting  of  Crescent  Lodge  was  held  therein  on 
the  evening  of  May  2.  Previous  to  this  time  the 
Master  and  Wardens  had  been  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  representatives  of  the  other  bodies  as  to 
choosing  and  purchasing  new  furniture  made  neces- 
sary by  the  change  of  quarters.  Nearly  $250.00 
were  so  expended  and  the  lodge  hall  and  other 
rooms  were  thus  fittingly  furnished. 

A  question  of  jurisdiction  came  up  at  this  May 
meeting  as  between  Crescent  Lodge  and  the;  lodges 
at  Marion.  This  was  upon  the  position  between 
the  two  towns  of  Kenwood  Park.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  Past  Master  Martin  Evans,  with  in- 
struction to  ascertain  distances  and  make  report 
at  next  regular  meeting.  Such  report  was  accord- 
ingly made,  Bro.  Evans  deciding  that  the  dividing 
line  or  half  way  point  between  Cedar  Rapids  and 
Marion  would  fall  this  side  of  the  village  of  Ken- 
wood Park.  Therefore  the  latter  place  was  clear- 
ly within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Marlon  lodges. 

July  14th  the  lodge  was  called  to  attend  and 
conduct  funeral  services  over  the  remains  of  Bro. 
E.  L.  Day,  who  departed  this  life  July  11,  1898. 
Escort  was  furnished  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  where  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  Barclay,  pastor.  Thence  the  procession  was 
taken  up  to  Oak  Hill  cemetery,  where  the  last 
offices  for  the  dead,  as  prescribed  by  the  Masonic 
ritual,  were  held.  Past  Master  William  Elsom 
acting  as  Worshipful  Master. 

Just  previous  to  this  sad  event  the  lodge  had 
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mourned  the  passing  of  one  among  its  oldest  and 
worthiest  members.  On  June  7th,  1898,  Bro.  B. 
F.  Howland  entered  into  rest.  Bro.  Howland  had 
been  a  Mason  since  1857,  when  he  received  Ma- 
sonic light  in  lodge  at  Amboy,  111.  For  many 
years  after  joining  Crescent  Lodge  he  had  been  an 
active  and  useful  member.  Even  in  his  later  years 
his  interest  in  things  of  the  Craft  continued  un- 
abated. The  writer  can  bear  witness  to  his  willing- 
ness in  imparting  desired  information  of  earlier 
years,  and  his  retentive  memory  made  knowledge 
so  gained  unusually  valuable. 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  August  ist  Worship- 
ful Master  John  W.  Noble  tendei-ed  his  resigna- 
tion, which  was  accepted.  Bro.  Noble  did  what 
seemed  right  in  the  circumstances,  after  consulta- 
tion with  his  officers.  This  is  certainly  not  the 
place  either  to  commend  or  criticise  his  action. 
Bro.  Joseph  E.  Morcombe,  Senior  Warden,  acting 
as  Master,  set  next  stated  meeting  as  time  upon 
which  election  would  be  held  to  fill  the  vacancy 
thus  caused.  This  election  was  had  September 
5th  and  Past  Master  Martin  Evans  chosen  to  fill 
the  unexpired  term  as  Worshipful  Master. 

Notification  was  received  and  read  before  the 
lodge  at  its  regular  meeting  of  December  5,  an- 
nouncing the  death  in  Chicago  of  Bro.  L.  N.  T. 
Gade,  on  November  7,  1898.  The  intelligence 
was  conveyed  from  the  officers  of  Denmark  Lodge 
No.  112,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  fraternity 
Bro.  Gade  was  also  a  member.  This  organization 
had  cared  for  and  buried  the  brother,  and  then 
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courteously  Informed  Crescent  Lodge  of  the  facts. 
The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  make  suitable 
reply,  thanking  the  Pythian  Lodge  and  its  members 
for  kindness  shown. 

The  election  of  officers  occurred  December  5, 
resulting  in  choice  of  following  brothers: 

Martin  Evans,  Worshipful  Master. 

C.  B.  Whelpley,  Senior  Warden. 

Hugh  Ross,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 

The  following  were  announced  as  appointive  of- 
ficers : 

Vencil  Drahos,  Senior  Deacon. 

J.  W.  Griffith,  Junior  Deacon. 

Taylor  Carpenter,  Senior  Steward. 

Joseph  B.  Miller,  Junior  Steward. 

Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 

Resume  of  work  for  the  year  1898  is  here  given: 

Initiations — J.  B.  Miller  and  G.  R.  Free,  April 
11;  Thomas  Hayden  and  J.  F.  Brems,  June  13; 
C.  E.  Herrick,  August  22;  C.  M.  Loring,  Sep- 
tember 1 2 ;  John  Starman  and  John  R.  Hershey, 
October  10;  E.  H.  Mitchell,  December  12. 

Passings — Frank  Coates,  F.  M.  Brown  and  A. 
B.  Farr,  January  10;  J.  F.  Updike,  January  18; 
J.  B.  Miller  and  G.  R.  Free,  May  9 ;  J.  F.  Brems, 
August  8 ;  C.  M.  Loring  and  William  Edwards, 
October  17;  John  R.  Hershey,  November  14. 

Raisings — A.  B.  Farr,  January  31;  F.  M. 
Brown,  February  14;  Frank  Coates,  May  16;  G. 
R.  Free  and  J.  B.  Miller,  June  23 ;  J.  F.  Updike, 
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June  27;  J.  F.  Brems,  August  14;  C.  M.  Loring, 
October  3 1 ;  William  Edwards,  November  2 1 ;  J. 
R.  Hershey,  December  12. 

Admissions — ^W.  H.  Nobles,  April  4;  G.  E. 
Talbott,  June  6 ;  W.  A.  Seeley  and  John  Paterson, 
December  5. 

Reinstatements — G.  E.  Palmer,  January  17;  H. 
Erffmeyer,  May  12. 

Deaths — B.  F.  Rowland,  June  7;  E.  L.  Day, 
July  1 1 ;  L.  N.  T.  Gade,  November  7. 

Demissions — C.  R.  Kimbro,  O.  A.  Siler  and  J. 
C.  Milley,  Decemb'er  5. 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.) — H.  Erffmeyer,  March 
7;  F.  G.  Hopson,  A.  M.  Marshall  and  S.  T.  Wig- 
gins, December  5. 

The  reports  of  the  lodge  December  31,  1898, 
show  an  indebtedness  of  $500.00^  unpaid  dues 
upon  the  books,  $160.00  and  cash  balance  in 
treasury  of  $224.62.  The  sum  of  $192.50  was 
contributed  for  charity  during  the  year.  The  total 
net  membership  was  207. 

1899 — Further  furnishings  for  the  lodge  hall 
and  other  rooms  had  been  found  necessary  and 
were  procured.  At  the  first  regular  meeting  of 
1899  Bro.  C.  D.  Huston  (263),  chairman  of  joint 
committee  having  this  matter  in  charge,  reported 
to  Crescent  Lodge.  The  total  receipts  of  the 
committee  were  $507.19  and  total  expenditures 
$506.95. 

It  was  also  deemed  necessary  to  procure  a  new 
and    more    powerful    lantern.     This    desire    was 
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shared  by  the  other  bodies  having  use  for  sucH  ap- 
paratus. Committees  were  appointed  and  after 
inquiry  made  recommendation  as  to  quality  and 
price.  The  instrument  was  procured,  Crescent's 
proportion  of  cost  being  $19.46. 

Up  to  this  time  it  had  been  custom  of  the  daily 
papers  to  charge  the  lodge  at  regular  rates  per  line 
for  all  notices  published  of  meetings  to  be  held. 
This  was  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that  such  no- 
tices were  of  interest  to  many  readers  and  there- 
fore legitimate  news  matter.  A  special  commit- 
tee conferred  with  the  publishers  of  both  dailies 
and  found  these  gentlemen  willing  to  give  such 
notices  gratuitous  publication.  The  agreement  has 
been  kept  hitherto  without  question. 

The  first  death  of  the  year  1899  was  that  of 
Bro.  J.  S.  Cook,  occurring  February  21.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  lodge  took  any  action  thereon, 
or  that  the  same  was  in  any  way  mentioned  upon 
the  record. 

Bro.  J.  R.  Baker  died  March  5th  and  on  the 
8th  the  lodge  was  called  to  perform  the  last  rites 
of  Masonry.  Religious  services  were  conducted 
at  the  Universalist  church,  after  which  procession 
was  re-formed  and  marched  to  the  cemetery,  where 
the  solemn  words  of  sorrow  and  of  hope  were 
spoken  over  the  brother's  grave. 

Question  having  arisen  as  to  whether  Bro.  John 
W.  Noble,  who  had  resigned  during  his  term  of 
office  as  Master,  was  entitled  to  the  title  and  hon- 
ors of  Past  Master,  the  matter  was  referred  to 
Grand  Master  Bowen  for  decision.    The  pertinent 
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portion  of  his  answer  is:  "I  can  see  no  escape 
from  the  conclusion  that  if  one  has  been  elected 
and  installed  as  Worshipful  Master  of  a  regularly 
constituted  lodge,  and  should  thereafter  resign 
during  his  term  of  office,  he  becomes  a  Past  Mas- 
ter when  his  successor  has  been  elected  and  in- 
stalled, and  is  entitled  to  all  the  honors  and  emolu- 
ments thereof." 

School  of  Instruction  was  held  in  Cedar  Rapids 
March  20-25,  under  P.  G.  M.  George  B.  Van 
Saun,  Grand  Custodian.  On  the  20th  a  special 
meeting  of  Crescent  Lodge  was  held,  in  connec- 
tion with  school.  One  hundred  and  three  brothers 
were  present  to  witness  conferring  of  third  degree 
upon  Bro.  C.  H.  Chandler. 

The  death  of  Bro.  F.  A.  McConahy  occurred 
May  23.  The  sympathy  of  the  lodge  was  ex- 
pressed and  attentions  shown  in  every  way  possible. 
At  the  regular  of  June  6  a  letter  of  thanks  was  re- 
ceived from  the  widow  of  Bro.  McConahy,  ex- 
pressing appreciation  for  kindnesses  shown  by  the 
lodge  and  its  membership. 

Bro.  F.  A.  McConahy  was  born  at  Ontario, 
Richland  county,  Ohio,  June  13,  1844.  He  came 
to  Iowa  in  1856.  He  was  initiated  in  Crescent 
Lodge  April  14,  1884;  passed  May  19th  and 
raised  June  18,  1884.  Bro.  McConahy  was 
buried  with  Masonic  ceremonies  by  Arcana  Lodge 
No.  274,  at  New  Hampton,  Iowa,  the  place  of 
burial. 

The  losses  by  death  during  this  year  were  more 
than  usually  numerous.     On  the    14th    of    June 
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Bro.  Albert  G.  Plumb  passed  into  dreamless  sleep. 
On  the  1 6th  a  funeral  lodge  was  called,  some 
forty-five  brethren  attending.  Religious  services 
were  held  at  the  home  and  interment  at  Oak  Hill 
cemetery. 

Bro.  Albert  Gallatin  Plumb  was  bom  at  Hali- 
fax, Vermont,  February  13,  1827.     He  was  made 
a  Mason  in  Lafayette  Lodge    at  North    Adams, 
Mass.,  in  1865.     Removing  to  Iowa  in  1866  he 
united  with  Crescent  Lodge  in  the  succeeding  year. 
He  was  a  faithful  member  and  consistent  Mason. 
The     sixty-seventh     Masonic     anniversary     of 
"Father"    Laurance,    observed    on   the    14th     of 
August,  was  this  year  more  largely  attended  and 
the  exercises  more  elaborate.     A  little  folder  had 
been  prepared  and  sent  out  to  all  Masons  in  Cedar 
Rapids   and  to  many  neighboring  lodges.     The 
cover  page  bore  the  following  legend : 
THE  TRUE 
& 
AUTHENTICK  HISTORIE 
of 
ALEXANDER  LAURANCE,  Esq., 
Late  of 
Strichan,  Scotland. 
Giveth  an  Account  of  his  Joumie  into  a  Far 
Countrie  and  how  he  was  Received  by 
the  Craftesmen  of  Foreigne  Lands. 
Printed  for  a  Lodge  of    the    Ancient    and 
Gentle   Crafte   on   the  occasion   of  the 
Sixty-Seventh  Anniversary  of  his 
Entrance  Thereto. 
MDCCCXCIX 
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An  inside  page  bore  the  following,  as  sentiment 
proper  to  the  occasion : 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  August  14,  1899. 

Brethren  : 

According  to  custom  which  many  years  of  ob- 
servance have  rendered  almost  sacred  to  us,  Cres- 
cent Lodge  again  meets  to  do  honor  to  "Father" 
Laurance.  Year  after  year,  on  or  about  this  date, 
we  have  met  to  mark  the  numbered  milestones 
which  he  has  passed  on  his  Masonic  journey.  As 
these  increased  we  have  been  proud  of  the  record 
made  and  taken  to  ourselves  some  of  the  reflected 
honor. 

Year  after  year  we  have  celebrated  the  occasion 
with  gladness,  and  looked  forward  with  hope  to 
yet  another  period  of  life  for  our  aged  brother. 
Yet  with  him  now  the  sun  dips  low  in  the  west, 
the  shadows  lengthen,  and  at  the  best  but  few 
more  of  these  anniversaries  can  be  celebrated.  It 
has  been  deemed  fitting,  therefore,  that  this  modest 
souvenir  shall  preserve  to  the  brethren  a  memory  of 
the  occasion,  of  the  craftsman  whom  we  Honor, 
and  of  the  main  facts  of  his  Masonic  life. 

Yet  another  thought — Many  of  those  who  with 
us  in  former  years  on  these  occasions  have  been 
reminiscent,  pathetic  or  gay,  as  suited  their  mood, 
have  passed  from  labor  to  reward,  and  it  is  on  such 
anniversary  that  we  best  and  most  tenderly  recall 
those  who  in  their  day  have  worked  faithfully  and 
transmitted  to  us  the  heritage  of  their  labors. 

In  this  spirit  we  would  meet,  to  learn  anew  the 


y]b  History  Crescent  Lodge 

lessons  of  love  and  duty  and  true  fraternity.  To 
you  all  a  greeting  in  brotherly  spirit.  To  "Fath- 
er" Laurance  the  wish  of  all  that  the  fast  shorten- 
ing days  of  a  green  old  age  may  be  serene  and 
happy. 

The  following  biographical  sketch  also  formed 
part  of  the  leaflet: 

Alexander  Laurance  was  bom  September 
30,  181 1,  in  the  parish  of  New  Deer,  County  of 
Aberdeen,  Scotland. 

He  became  a  member  of  Fraser  Lodge  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  at  Strichan,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  on 
August  14th,  1832.  This  lodge  was  organized 
as  an  operative  body,  but  later  speculative  Ma- 
sons were  admitted  as  members.  At  the  time  of 
"Father"  Laurance' s  raising  it  was  one  of  the  few 
operative  lodges  still  in  existence.  Other  similar 
lodges  then  existed  and  so  continued  for  some  time 
in  Scotland.  These  all  kept  possession  of  and 
worked  the  Royal  Arch  as  pertaining  to  and  being 
part  of  the  Master  Mason's  degree. 

Mr.  Laurance  left  his  native  country  for  the 
United  States  in  1853.  At  that  time  opposition  to 
the  order  had  become  a  political  issue  and  in  some 
sections  of  the  country  Ignorance  and  prejudice 
had  made  known  membership  in  the  Masonic  order 
a  source  of  danger.  This  storm  subsided,  how- 
ever, and  Masonry,  stronger  than  before,  was 
again  triumphant.  "Father"  Laurance  did  not 
avail  himself  of  the  privileges  of  the  order  until  he 
had  settled  in  Cedar  Rapids,  where  under  the 
Mastership  of  A.  R.  West  he  was  admitted  as  a 
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Member  of  History  Committee;  Worshipful  Master  1900;    Present  High  Priest  Trowel 
Chapter  No.  49,  and  Past  Worthy  Patron  Cedar  Chapter  No.  184,  O.  E.  S. 
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member  of  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  of  which  body 
he  has  since  been  an  honored  member. 

On  this  notable  and  long-remembered  occasion 
Bro.  J.  F.  Rail  received  the  Master  Mason's  de- 
gree. 

In  response  to  an  appeal  from  Directors  of  the 
Home  for  the  Friendless,  in  this  city,  Crescent 
Lodge  on  September  4  donated  $20.00  for  aid  of 
this  worthy  cause. 

On  December  25,  Bro.  W.  H.  Shettel  died  at  his 
home  in  Missouri,  whither  he  had  removed  from 
Cedar  Rapids  a  few  years  previously.  Bro.  Will- 
iam Kirk  Shettel  was  born  December  10,  1848, 
at  Louisburg,  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  remov- 
ing to  Iowa  in  1877.  He  was  initiated  in  Cres- 
cent Lodge  June  8,  1891;  passed  July  27,  1891, 
and  raised  October  21,  1891.  He  was  an  active 
worker,  serving  as  Junior  Warden  in  1893  and 
Senior  Warden  the  following  year. 

The  officers  elected  at  the  December  regular 
were: 

C.  B.  Whelpley,  Worshipful  Master. 
George  B.  Holmes,  Senior  Warden. 
Taylor  Carpenter,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 
The  appointive  officers  were: 
Joseph  B.   Miller,   Senior  Deacon. 
John  J.  Rubek,  Junior  Deacon. 
W.  A.  Deacon,  Senior  Steward. 

D.  N.  Wheeler,  Junior  Steward. 
Z.  Farr,  Tyler. 
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The  summary  of  work  and  changes  of  member- 
ship for  the  year  1899  follows: 

Initiations — John  J.  Rubek,  C.  H.  Chandler, 
March  13;  L.  McFarlane,  March  27;  G.  S.  Ell- 
wood,  X.  L.  Hansen,  W.  A.  Hansen,  April  10; 
J.  F.  Rail,  May  15 ;  E.  D.  Smith,  June  12;  George 
Rau,  F.  A.  Wells,  W.  L.  Kendall,  October  9 ;  W. 
E.  Steele,  F.  W.  Barta,  November  6;  William 
Bockenthein,  F.  A.  Shipley,  December  18;  E.  A. 
Torrence,  December  27. 

Passings — Thomas  Hayden,  John  Starman, 
January  23;  C.  H.  Chandler,  March  20;  L.  Mc- 
Farlane, John  J.  Rubek,  E.  J.  McDole*,  April  17; 
N.  L.  Hansen,  W.  A.  Hansen,  April  26;  J.  F. 
Rail,  F.  P.  Marling,  May  22 ;  E.  D.  Smith,  July 
10;  G.  C.  Elwood,  August  2;  J.  H.  McKee*, 
September  1 1 ;  W.  E.  Steele,  F.  W.  Barta,  Novem- 
ber 27;  E.  H.  Mitchell,  December  20;  E.  A. 
Torrence,  December  30. 

Raisings — John  Starman,  February  13;  Thomas 
Hayden,  February  27;  C.  H.  Chandler,  March 
23  ;  L.  McFarlane,  April  24;  W.  A.  Hansen,  May 
8;  N.  L.  Hansen,  May  29;  J.  J.  Rubek,  June  19; 
E.  J.  McDole,  June  26;  F.  P.  Marling,  July  17; 
E.  D.  Smith,  July  31;  J.  F.  Rail,  August  14;  J. 
H.  McKee,  October  16;  G.  C.  Elwood,  W.  E. 
Steele,  December  11;  E.  H.  Mitchell,  December 

29- 

Admissions — N.  Frank  Hansen,    February    6; 

George  B.  Holmes,  B.  R.  Johnston,  April  3;  J. 

*  Bro.  McDole  received  first  degree  in  Washington  Lodge 
No.  9,  St.  Louis. 

*  Bro.  McKee  received  first  degree  in  lodge  at  Texarkana, 
Texas. 
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A.  Chandler,  W.  Lewis,  June  5 ;  W.  Guy  Day, 
August  7. 

Reinstatements — C.  L.  Mullen,  September  4 
(suspended  1890). 

Deaths — J.  S.  Cook,  February  2 1 ;  J.  R.  Baker, 
March  5 ;  F.  A.  McConahy,  May  23 ;  Albert  G. 
Plumb,  June  16;  W.  H.  Shettel,  December  25. 

Demissions — G.  R.  Free,  J.  M.  Jordan,  January 
2;  C.  L.  Mullen,  September  4;  W.  H.  Thompson, 
November  6;  W.  H.  Taylor,  G.  W.  Wahle,  De- 
cember 4. 

Suspended  (N.  P.  D.)— C.  S.  Weston,  C.  E. 
Manville,  O.  H.  McCarty,  E.  R.  Swan,  December 
4- 

The  indebtedness  of  the  lodge  had  by  close  of 
1899  decreased  to  $320.00,  the  unpaid  dues 
amounted  to  $253.00,  and  the  cash  balance  was 
$190.00.    The  net  membership  was  214. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

1900 — 1905. 

AS  THE  years  have  passed  and  as  Crescent 
Lodge  has  grown  in  numbers  and  influence, 
its  life  has  become  more  complex.  Its  activities,  no 
longer  possible  to  be  directed  in  the  older  simple 
manner,  have  necessitated  various  agencies  for  their 
better  development.  It  is  noticeable,  also,  that 
many  occasions  for  gathering  are  now  observed, 
which  before  had  no  part  in  the  thought  or  life  of 
the  lodge.  Various  anniversaries,  having  direct  or 
incidental  Masonic  interest,  are  remembered,  with 
result  of  broadening  craft  knowledge.  One  event, 
which  should  properly  have  been  included  in  nar- 
rative of  preceding  chapter,  called  the  sister  lodges 
together  on  the  evening  of  December  14,  1899. 
This  special  meeting  was  called  "for  purpose  of 
holding  joint  memorial  exercises  upon  occasion  of 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  death  of 
Bro.  George  Washington."  The  exercises  were 
conducted  as  proceedings  of  Crescent  Lodge. 
More  than  one  hundred  of  the  brethren  were  in 
attendance.  "Washington  as  a  Man,"  was  the 
theme  of  Bro.  C.  H.  Cogswell,  of  Mt.  Hermon, 
and  was  excellently  handled.  "Washington  as  a 
Statesman"  fell  to  Bro.  John  T.  Hamilton,  who 
entered  upon  his  subject  with  caution  and  followed 


History  Crescent  Lodge  381 

it  through  with  careful  accuracy.  Bro.  L.  T. 
Weld  took  up  that  part  of  the  subject  relating  to 
"Washington  as  a  Soldier,"  presenting  a  paper 
abounding  in  historical  information.  To  Grand 
Secretary  Theodore  S.  Parvin  had  been  assigned 
the  division  which  considered  "Washington  as  a 
Mason."  No  man  in  Iowa  was  better  fitted  to 
relate  the  facts  of  this  exemplary  Masonic  life,  and 
to  many  the  narrative  was  an  entirely  new  pre- 
sentation. Bro.  C.  S.  Chase,  of  Waterloo,  closed 
the  speech-making  with  a  rapid  review  of  the 
many-sided  character  of  Washington.  The  occa- 
sion was  one  notable  in  the  history  of  local  Ma- 
sonry because  of  careful  preparation  and  real 
value. 

Bro.  William  H.  Shettle  died  at  Trenton,  Mo., 
December  25,  1899.  Inquiry  came  from  brothers 
at  that  place  inquiring  as  to  his  standing,  that  Ma- 
sonic burial  might  be  given.  Later  it  is  noted  that 
the  body  of  this,  our  brother,  was  laid  to  rest  by 
kindly  hands  of  Craftsmen,  among  whom  he  was 
sojourning. 

On  Monday,  April  16,  1900,  Crescent  Lodge 
was  called  to  observe  the  last  rites  at  the  grave  of 
Bro.  W.  B.  Mack.  The  funeral  was  held  from 
the  home  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Henderson  and  was  very 
largely  attended.  Religious  and  Masonic  serv- 
ices were  both  in  charge  of  Bro.  the  Rev.  Thomas 
E.  Green,  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church.  This 
death  took  from  the  roster  and  ranks  of  Crescent 
Lodge  one  of  its  oldest  members.  Bro.  Mack 
was  of  the  pioneers — the  men  whose  labors  had 
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made  a  city  from  the  wilderness.     His  long  life 
was  filled  with  usefulness. 

May  7,  1900,  the  first  of  a  series  of  papers  on 
Masonic  subjects  was  read  before  the  lodge  by 
Bro.  Joseph  E.  Morcombe.  This  first  dealt  with 
"Masonic  History — Its  Intentions  and  Shortcom- 
ings."   The  address  was  ordered  printed. 

Grand  Lodge  again  met  in  Cedar  Rapids  for 
its  sessions  of  1900.  Bro.  Morcombe  of  Cres- 
cent was  appointed  committee  on  Library  by 
Grand  Master  Lambert,  and  was  given  a  subject 
with  which  he  was  familiar.  It  was  this  brother's 
first  entrance  into  Grand  Lodge.  Next  year  he 
was  appointed  Committee  on  Correspondence  and 
has  since  filled  that  position.  For  the  past  two 
years  the  duties  and  honors  of  Grand  Lodge  His- 
torian have  also  fallen  upon  Bro.  Morcombe.  This 
paragraph  thus  brings  these  matters  together, 
that  diffidence  of  the  writer  may  not  be  too  fre- 
quently tried. 

Very  elaborate  arrangements  had  been  made  by 
local  Masons  and  the  lodge  to  properly  entertain 
their  guests  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  arrange- 
ments made  were  well  carried  out,  to  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  During  the  time  occupied  by 
School  of  Instruction  and  sessions  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  body  Crescent  provided  work  for  each 
evening.  On  Friday  evening,  June  i,  the  En- 
tered Apprentice  degree  was  conferred  on  Adolf 
Mach.  Bro.  F.  A.  Wells  was  raised  as  a  Master 
Mason  on  the  succeeding  evening,  and  on  Mon- 
day, June  4,  Bro.  S.  G.  Groves  received  the  third 
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degree.  On  the  6th,  three  profanes,  Chas.  S. 
Simon,  C.  M.  Connor  and  Al.  Hoppe,  were  in- 
itiated. 

At  this  regular  communication  of  June  4  infor- 
mation was  filed  charging  Bro.  W.  E.  G 

Tvith  un-Masonic  conduct.  The  charges  were  pre- 
ferred by  a  brother  of  Marlon  Lodge  No.  6.  A 
trial  lodge  was  called  for  July  2,  1900,  and  after 
presentation  of  evidence  the  brothers  present  voted 
guilty  and  fixed  penalty  at  expulsion.  An  appeal 
was  taken  to  Grand  Lodge  and  action  of  Crescent 
Lodge  was  there  confirmed. 

A  funeral  lodge  was  convened  August  5,  1900, 
to  pay  last  honors  of  the  fraternity  to  Bro.  Charles 
E.  Hanover.  Past  Master  Martin  Evans  had 
ritualistic  charge  of  the  services,  Bro.  John  O. 
Baxter,  Marshal.  The  procession  was  from  the 
lodge  rooms  to  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  and 
thence  to  Linwood  cemetery.  Bro.  Hanover  was 
stricken  down  in  the  prime  of  life,  while  yet  the 
years  were  full  of  promise.  Suitable  memorial 
resolutions  were  presented  by  a  committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose. 

At  the  meeting  of  October  i  attention  was  called 
to  the  presentation,  by  Bro.  John  O.  Baxter,  of  a 
beautiful  and  skilfully  wrought  onyx  top  for  the 
Master's  pedestal.  Bro.  L.  T.  Weld  prepared 
appropriate  resolutions,  expressing  thanks  of  the 
lodge,  which  were  unanimously  adopted. 

From  among  the  number  of  our  brethren  death 
again  chose  one  whose  loss  came  as  with  shock  of 
personal  loss  to  every  member  of  Crescent  Lodge. 
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On  October  26,  the  Supreme  Grand  Master  called 
Bro.  Thomas  Farmer  from  labor,  and  on  the  27th 
the  lodge  which  he  had  loved  so  long  and  well 
spoke  over  his  dust  the  last  words  which  Love  and 
Faith  may  prompt.  In  his  life  Bro.  Fanner  had 
exemplified  the  virtues  which  Masonry  teaches, 
and  he  has  place  of  abiding  memory  in  hearts  of 
his  brethren.  The  remains  of  this,  our  brother, 
were  taken  to  the  old  Wisconsin  home  for  burial. 

And  yet  again,  as  the  year  drew  to  its  close  there 
was  cause  for  sorrow.  October  9,  1900,  after  a 
long  and  painful  illness,  Bro.  William  Elsom 
yielded  his  spirit  to  his  Maker.  As  he  was  at 
time  of  death  an  active  Grand  Lodge  officer  in  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  that  organi- 
zation had  charge  of  the  funeral  services.  But 
many  of  the  Masons  were  present  to  testify  re- 
gard and  to  sympathize  with  the  mourning  family. 
For  many  years  Bro.  Elsom  had  been  foremost 
among  the  earnest  workers  of  Crescent  Lodge, 
and  had  ruled  the  labors  of  his  brethren  with  the 
skill  of  a  Master  of  Craft.  A  full  biographical 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

On  the  evening  of  December  31  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  installed,  as  follows : 

Taylor  Carpenter,  Worshipful  Master. 
Jos.  E.  Morcombe,  Senior  Warden. 
Joseph  B.  Miller,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 
C.  B.  Whelpley,  Senior  Deacon. 
John  J.  Rubek,  Junior  Deacon. 
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Hugh  Ross,  Senior  Steward. 
Samuel  B.  Cowden,  Junior  Steward. 
Zelotus  Farr,  Tyler. 

Finance  Committee  for  ensuing  year,  appointed 
by  the  W.  M. — Bros.  Wallace  W.  Hamilton, 
George  W.  Johnson  and  Leroy  T.  Weld. 

The  year  1900  was  one  filled  with  work,  as  is 
shown  in  the  following  summary : 

Initiations — W.  J.  Sloan  and  S.  P.  Rutan,  Janu- 
ary 22;  John  Souhrada,  February  12;  W.  F. 
Hirst,  March  26;  Andrew  Grier  and  S.  G.  Grove, 
April  9 ;  George  Duncan  and  Louis  J.  Zika,  May 
14;  Adolf  Mach,  June  i;  Charles  S.  Simon,  C. 
M.  Connor,  and  Al.  Hoppe,  June  6;  A.  Van 
Buren,  August  6,  1900. 

Passings — William  Bockentheim  and  George 
Rau,  January  8 ;  F.  A.  Shipley  and  W.  J.  Sloan, 
February  19;  John  Souhrada  and  S.  P.  Rutan, 
March  19;  W.  F.  Hirst  and  F.  A.  Wells,  April 
16;  S.  G.  Grove  and  Louis  J.  Zika,  May  21; 
Charles  S.  Simon  and  Andrew  Grier,  June  1 1 ; 
George  Duncan,  W.  L.  Kendall  and  Adolf  Mach, 
June  1 8 ;  C.  M.  Connor,  July  23 ;  A.  Van  Buren, 
August  20,  1900. 

Raisings — E.  A.  Torrence,  January  i ;  F.  W. 
Barta  and  William  Bockentheim,  January  29 ;  F. 
A.  Shipley  and  W.  J.  Sloan,  February  26;  S.  P. 
Rutan  and  George  Rau,  April  23 ;  John  Souhrada, 
April  30;  W.  F.  Hirst  and  Louis  J.  Zika,  May 
28;  F.  A.  Wells,  June  2 ;  S.  G.  Grove,  June  4; 
Charles  S.  Simon,  June  23;  Adolf  Mach,  July  9; 
George  Duncan,  July  30;  W.  L.  Kendall,  August 


386  History  Crescent  Lodge 

14;  A.  Van  Buren,  August  27;  Andrew  Grier,  De- 
cember 31,  1900. 

Admissions — C.  L.  Sherwood  and  V.  W.  Carey, 
January  i ;  W.  H.  Curtis,  February  5 ;  Leroy  T. 
Weld,  June  4;  C.  E.  Phillips,  July  2;  John  W. 
Barry,  November  5 ;  W.  F.  Wilson,  December  3, 
1900. 

Reinstatements — F.  H.  Norris,  January  i  (sus- 
pended 1896);  William  Anderson,  July  2  (sus- 
pended 1898)  ;  S.  T.  Wiggins,  November  5,  (sus- 
pended 1898). 

Deaths — ^W.  B.  Mack,  April  13;  Charles  E. 
Hanover,  August  8 ;  William  Elsom,  October  9 ; 
Thomas  Farmer,  October  26,  1900. 

Demissions — Y.  W.  Johnson,  August  6;  C.  H. 
French,  November  5 ;  G.  H.  Mitchell  and  V.  W. 
Carey,  December  3,  1900. 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.) — Robert  Gamble,  R. 
C.  Matlock,  J.  M.  Alexander,  E.  A.  O'Brien,  W. 
E.  Sheldon,  B.  F.  Fidd,  George  Hayes,  L.  H. 
Hill,  December  3,  1900. 

The  lodge  during  this  year  increased  in  mem- 
bership from  214  to  225. 

Total  amount  paid  Grand  Lodge,  $201.75. 

1 90 1 — On  the  9th  day  of  February,  1901,  the 
long  earth  journey  of  "Father"  Alexander 
Laurance  ended.  He  was  the  oldest  of  our  mem- 
bership, and  though  not  the  oldest  member  of 
Cresent  Lodge  was  one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in 
the  country.  To  him  the  end  came  as  sleep  unto 
one  wearied  with  the  cares  and  toils  of  day.     A 
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very  large  number  of  brothers,  both  of  Crescent 
and  Mt.  Hermon  lodges,  made  up  the  procession 
which  on  February  nth  followed  the  remains  of 
this  old  brother  to  the  grave.  In  that  part  of  the 
present  volume  alloted  to  biographical  sketches 
will  be  found  relation  of  "Father"  Laurance's  hfe. 
Report  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  is  worthy 
a  place  here : 

"Bro.  Alexander  Laurance,  the  patriarch  of 
Crescent  Lodge,  departed  this  life  February  9, 
1901,  at  the  age  of  89  years,  and  having  been  a 
Mason  for  more  than  68  years. 

"In  the  ripeness  of  years  our  brother  has  passed 
to  his  grave.  To  him  death  came  as  comes  long- 
deferred  rest  to  the  weary,  and  as  sleep  to  one 
whose  eyes  are  heavy  with  watching.  The  Mas- 
ter sent  a  kindly  messenger,  who  led  our  brother 
from  his  worn  tenement  to  that  'temple  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.' 

"Crescent  Lodge  will  long  miss  'Father'  Lau- 
rance. The  pleasant  reunions  which  we  have  held 
upon  the  occasions  of  his  Masonic  anniversaries 
are  ended.  We  shall  regret  the  passing  of  this 
beautiful  custom,  peculiar  to  our  lodge,  which  with 
each  succeeding  year  was  increasingly  pleasant  and 
profitable.  Our  aged  brother  at  these  times  linked 
us  with  the  past.  The  anniversaries  were  times 
of  reminiscence  and  tender  memories,  and  one 
more  remembrance  will  now  be  associated  with  the 
date,  as  each  year  shall  bring  it  to  mind. 

"And,  while  we  are  saddened  at  this  parting, 
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yet  is  the  sadness  tempered  with  knowledge  that 
our  brother  had  finished  his  life  work,  and  that 
the  burden  of  years  was  but  a  weariness  of  the 
flesh  to  one  who  had  passed  the  allotted  span  of 
life.  While,  therefore,  we  place  this  fraternal 
tribute  upon  the  minutes  of  Crescent  Lodge  as 
token  of  our  sorrow,  yet  we  would  that  it  should 
also  record  our  belief  in  translation  of  a  brother, 
long-tried  and  faithful,  from  feebleness  of  age  to 
renewed  vigor  of  soul  and  immortal  activity." 

Sunday,  May  26,  1901,  Crescent  Lodge  was 
called  to  attend  and  conduct  the  funeral  of  Bro. 
John  W.  Kouba,  whose  death  occurred  May  23. 
Services  were  held  at  the  family  home  and  inter- 
ment was  at  the  Bohemian  cemetery.  Many  other 
societies,  of  which  our  brother  was  a  member, 
joined  in  the  procession.  Bro.  John  W.  Geiger 
conducted  the  Masonic  services.  Bro.  John  W. 
Kouba  was  bom  in  Bohemia  in  the  year  1857, 
where  he  lived  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  1 1 
years.  He  then  with  his  parents  came  to  this 
country,  locating  at  Iowa  City.  In  that  place  he 
attended  public  school  and  received  his  education. 
There  the  Kouba  family  remained  for  about  five 
years  and  then  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  they 
have  since  made  their  home.  Going  into  the  har- 
ness shop  of  his  brother,  he  learned  the  trade  and 
afterward  successfully  conducted  a  business  of  his 
own  for  two  years.  He  gave  this  up,  however, 
to  accept  a  position  as  mail  carrier.  He,  with  his 
brother,  Joseph,  were  the  two  first  mail  carriers 
appointed  from  the  Cedar  Rapids  office  and  for 
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nineteen  years  he  was  a  faithful  and  efficient  serv- 
ant in  that  capacity. 

An  invitation  was  received  and  accepted  by  the 
lodge  from  Bro.  the  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Green,  rec- 
tor of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  to  attend  as  a  body 
at  that  church  on  St.  John's  Day,  June  24th.  But 
at  the  time  a  smallpox  scare  in  the  city  interfered. 
All  public  meetings  were  prohibited  and  exercises 
were  not  held. 

June  28,  1 90 1,  occurred  the  death  in  this  city 
of  the  venerable  and  well-beloved  Grand  Secre- 
tary, Theodore  S.  Parvin.  Though  not  affiliated 
with  the  local  lodges,  yet  the  Masons  of  the  city 
were  active  in  making  arrangements  for  the 
funeral.  Unfortunately  the  smallpox  quarantine 
still  held  in  force,  otherwise  there  would  have 
been  a  great  turn-out  to  show  respect  to  one  who 
deserved  well  of  Craftsmen  in  Iowa.  Many  of 
the  members,  however,  went  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  Iowa  City,  where  Bro.  Parvin  found 
burial  place  among  the  dead  of  his  generation. 

The  passing  away  of  another  old  citizen  and 
Mason  called  Crescent  Lodge  again  to  the  per- 
formance of  funeral  rites  on  November  4,  1901. 
At  his  home  in  Fairfax  Bro.  William  Bachelder 
died  November  2.  The  remains  were  brought  to 
this  city  by  train,  and  thence  escorted  by  the  broth- 
ers to  Linwood  cemetery,  where  Bro.  John  T. 
Hamilton  had  charge  of  the  Masonic  services. 
Bro.  Bachelder  was  bom  in  Vermont,  April  26, 
1827.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1853,  and  for  more 
than  thirty  years  had  resided  in  vicinity  of  Cedar 
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Rapids.  He  was  one  of  the  few  members  of 
Crescent  Lodge  living  within  recent  years  whose 
memories  carried  back  to  the  men  of  lodge  organi- 
zation. 

Officers  for  the  year  1902  were  elected  as  fol- 
lows: 

Joseph  B.  Miller,  Worshipful  Master. 

Gold  S.  Pettit,  Senior  Warden. 

John  J.  Rubek,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 

Taylor  Carpenter,  Senior  Deacon. 

A.  J.  Frazine,  Junior  Deacon. 
Frank  Filip,  Senior  Steward. 

B.  R.  Johnston,  Junior  Steward. 
Zelotus  Farr,  Tyler. 

Total  income  of  the  lodge  for  the  year  1901 
was  reported  as  $1,198,  added  to  cash  on  hand, 
S295.18,  giving  a  total  of  $1,493.18.  Against 
this  orders  were  drawn  for  $1,141.40,  leaving  a 
cash  balance  of  $351.78.  The  assets  of  the  lodge 
were  listed  at  $4,371.78,  without  liabilities  or  debt 
of  any  character. 

Bro.  W.  W.  Hamilton,  Leroy  T.  Weld  and  C. 
B.  Whelpley  were  appointed  as  a  finance  commit- 
tee for  the  ensuing  year. 

Following  is  a  summary  of  work  and  increases 
and  decreases  in  the  membership : 

Initiations — L.  P.  Main,  January  14;  J.  S. 
Doud,  February  11;  L.  S.  Gerrish,  March  4; 
Cyrus  Fosmire,  March  1 1 ;  W.  E.  Randall,  April 
8;  Fred  Verink,  May  13;  Frank  Filip,  John  L. 
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Hayek  and  Anton  Beck,  July  1 5 ;  J.  P.  Cronemil- 
ler,  August  12;  W.  G.  Loftus,  October  14;  W.  G. 
Waltman  and  A.  F.  Kilmeyer,  November  18, 
1901. 

Passings — J.  S.  Doud,  February  18;  S.  P. 
Main,  March  18;  W.  E.  Randall  and  Fred 
Verink,  May  30;  John  L.  Hayek,  August  19; 
Frank  Filip  and  J.  P.  Cronemiller,  August  26; 
Anton  Beck,  September  23 ;  Cyrus  Fosmire,  Octo- 
ber 2;  W.  G.  Loftus,  October  28,  1901. 

Raisings — J.  S.  Doud,  February  28;  W.  E. 
Randall  and  Fred  Verink,  July  22;  John  L. 
Hayek,  September  9;  Frank  Filip,  September  16; 
J.  P.  Cronemiller  and  Anton  Beck,  October  2 1  ; 
W.  G.  Loftus,  December  16,  1901. 

Admissions — M.  A.  Zollinger,  April  i ;  G.  N. 
Leach  and  Roy  A.  Kurtz,  November  4,  1901. 

Reinstatements — George  Hayes,  May  6  (sus- 
pended 1 901);  William  Walker,  September  2 
(suspended  1887)  ;  W.  A.  Miller,  October  7  (sus- 
pended 1893). 

Deaths — Alexander  Laurance,  February  9; 
John  W.  Kouba,  May  23 ;  William  Bachelder, 
November  2,  1901. 

Demissions — George  Hayes  and  F.  D.  Searles, 
May  6;  N.  Frank  Hansen,  W.  G.  Day  and  C.  E. 
Phillips,  June  3;  E.  D:  Smith,  November  4,  1901. 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.)— J-  W.  Noble,  J.  Mc- 
Knight,  J.  D.  Bunger,  W.  H.  Noble,  E.  H.  West- 
fall,  E.  J.  McDole,  F.  H.  Norris  and  T.  J.  Dun- 
can. 
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On  August  4  it  is  recorded  that  Crescent  Lodge 
endorsed  the  proposition  of  a  Linn  county-  Ma- 
sonic picnic,  and  appointed  a  committee  of  three  to 
co-operate  with  committees  from  other  Masonic 
lodges  of  the  county,  such  picnic  to  be  held  at  Ma- 
sonic Library-  grounds  in  this  citj'  on  Wednesday, 
August  27.  The  committee  then  appointed  con- 
sisted of  Bros.  Jos.  E.  Morcombe,  C.  B.  Whelp- 
\ey  and  D.  A.  Ross.  From  this  picnic  a  per- 
manent organization  has  resulted,  known  as  the 
"Linn  Count}'  Masonic  and  Eastern  Star  Associa- 
tion." Annual  reunions  have  since  been  held,  and 
these  have  proven  valuable  in  bringing  Masons 
and  their  families  to  acquaintance  and  broadening 
the  scope  of  fraternal  relations.  The  first  picnic 
proved  a  most  enjoyable  affair  and  was  largely 
attended.  Of  the  organization  then  formed  Bro. 
Morcombe  was  elected  secretan  and  has  since  that 
time  been  continued  in  the  office.  For  the  present 
year  (1905-06)  Bro.  C.  B.  Whelpley,  also  of 
Crescent,  is  president  of  the  association. 

One  thing  is  especially  noticeable  upon  examina- 
tion of  the  records  for  this  and  succeeding  years, 
and  that  the  ven  large  attendance  at  both  regular 
and  special  communications  of  the  lodge.  Notice 
of  a  third  degree  to  be  worked  and  refreshments  to 
follow  are  usually  sufficient  inducements  to  draw 
out  the  brethren.  But  the  quality-  of  a  lodge,  and 
the  interest  in  Masonn,'  can  best  be  judged  by  pro- 
portion of  the  m.embership  who  will  attend  the 
regulars  and  assist  in  transaction  of  business. 
Judged  by  this  standard  Crescent  has  no  reason 
to  be  ashamed. 


394  History  Crescent  Lodge 

Officers  were  again  chosen  at  the  regular  meet- 
ing of  December  i,  the  following  brothers  being 
elected: 

Gold  S.  Pettit,  Worshipful  Master. 

John  J.  Rubek,  Senior  Warden. 

John  W.  Barry,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 

The  appointive  officers  were : 

Frank  Filip,  Senior  Deacon. 

R.  T.  Forbes,  Junior  Deacon. 

L.  J.  Zika,  Senior  Steward. 

D.  A.  Ross,  Junior  Steward. 

Zelotus  Farr,  Tyler. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer  showed  income  and 
cash  balance  aggregating  $1,760.26.  The  total 
of  disbursements  for  the  year  was  $1,378.27,  leav- 
ing a  cash  balance  of  $381,99.  The  assets  were 
given  at  $4,631.99.  Forty  degrees  were  con- 
ferred during  the  year. 

The  former  Finance  Committee  was  reap- 
pointed. 

Following  is  the  summary  of  work,  including 
all  gains  and  losses  in  membership : 

Initiations — J.  A.  Buck,  January  6;  P.  C 
Thorndahl,  February  3 ;  F.  H.  Van  Duzer,  March 
3 ;  W.  F.  Stephanek  and  F.  C.  Fisk,  March  17 ;  P. 
A.  Hromatko,  May  12;  J.  S.  Stamy,  June  9;  C. 
McDonald,  F.  L.  Carr  and  J.  K.  Van  Ess,  August 
.  1 1 ;  G.  H.  Meredith,  September  8 ;  W.  L.  Cherry, 
October  13;  E.  S.  Bennett  and  A.  F.  Hasselman, 
November  10,  1902. 
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Passings — L.  A.  Buck,  January  27;  P.  C. 
Thorndahl,  February  10;  F.  H.  Van  Duzer  and 
A.  F.  Kilmeyer,  March  10;  W.  F.  Stepanek, 
March  31 ;  P.  A.  Hromatko,  May  26;  J.  S.  Stamy, 
August  18;  F.  L.  Carr,  L.  S.  Gerrish,  J.  K.  Van 
Ess  and  C.  McDonald,  October  20;  G.  H.  Mer- 
edith, November  26;  A.  F.  Hasselman,  December 
15,  1902. 

Raisings — P.  C.  Thorndahl,  February  17;  J. 
A.  Buck,  February  24;  F.  H.  Van  Duzer,  March 
24;  W.  F.  Stepanek,  April  14;  Cyrus  Fosmire, 
April  28;  A.  F.  Kilmeyer,  May  19;  P.  A.  Hromat- 
ko, June  16;  L.  P.  Main,  August  25 ;  J.  S.  Stamy, 
October  27;  L.  S.  Gerrish,  November  17;  C.  Mc- 
Donald, November  24;  G.  H.  Meredith,  Decern* 
ber  8;  J.  K.  Van  Ess,  December  22,  1902. 

Admissions — H.  H.  Hibbell,  W.  F.  Anderson, 
A.  A.  Campbell  and  J.  H.  Hopkins,  March  3; 
G.  Bolks,  April  7;  F.  M.  Young,  August  4;  S.  S. 
Stockwell,  December  i,  1902. 

Reinstatements — E.  Matschke,  February  3 
(suspended  1894)  ;  R.  T.  Jones,  April  7  (sus- 
pended 1894)  ;  W.  H.  Nobles,  September  i  (sus- 
pended 1 901)  ;  J.  W.  Nobles  and  J.  D.  Bunger, 
December  i   (suspended  1901). 

Deaths— F.  H.  Phipps,  April  10;  W.  H.  Gam- 
ble,  May  28,  1902. 

Demissions — J.  Bodenhofer,  February  3 ;  R.  T. 
Jones,  May  5 ;  F.  L.  Hansen,  July  7;  M.  O.  Zol- 
linger and  S.  F.  Meguire,  December  i,  1902. 

The  increase  in  membership  was  for  1902  from 
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222    to    240,    additions    numbering     twenty-five, 
against  a  decrease  of  seven. 
Grand  Lodge  dues,  $203.73. 

1903 — Bro.  Sidney  Smith,  as  a  committee  pre- 
viously appointed,  reported  that  representatives  of 
the  various  Masonic  bodies  had  renewed  the  lease 
of  upper  floor  of  the  Masonic  Temple  for  a  period 
of  five  years  from  the  first  of  January,  1903,  and 
that  Crescent  Lodge  should  pay  as  its  proportion 
of  rental  $25.00  per  month.  This  report  was 
adopted. 

During  the  night  of  February  20,  1903,  the  city 
was  startled  by  burning  of  the  Clifton  House,  one 
of  the  principal  hotels.  So  rapid  was  spread  of 
the  flames  that  escape  of  many  was  cut  off.  Several 
lives  were  lost,  and  others  were  injured  by  jump- 
ing from  upper  windows  of  the  burning  building. 
Among  those  who  suffered  so  terribly  before  the 
eyes  of  a  horrified  crowd,  helpless  to  aid,  was  our 
brother,  S.  G.  Grove.  When  rescued  it  was  found 
that  his  injuries  were  mortal.  Indeed  to  him 
death  came  as  relief.  He  died  in  the  pride  and 
promise  of  young  manhood,  while  yet  life  had 
hardly  opened  to  him  its  fairest  pages.  On  Tues- 
day, February  24,  the  lodge  was  called  for  solemn 
purpose  of  folloM'ing  all  that  was  mortal  of  this 
brother  to  the  grave.  The  lodge  was  opened  in 
the  hall  of  Cedar  Lodge  No.  11,  at  Tipton,  Iowa, 
the  home  of  Bro.  Grove.  Joined  by  the  brothers 
of  the  Cedar  county  town  a  procession  was  formed, 
which  marched  to  the  Masonic  cemetery.  Here 
the  beautiful  words  which  Hope  whispers  to  Sor- 
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row,  and  with  which  Masons  part  from  their  dead, 
were  spoken  over  the  dust  of  one  untimely  taken. 

And  again,  on  March  12,  a  funeral  lodge  was 
formed,  to  perform  the  last  fraternal  duties  for 
our  late  brother,  J.  A.  Chandler,  whose  death 
occurred  at  Chicago.  Interment  was  at  Oak  Hill 
cemetery.  Masonic  services  being  in  charge  of 
Bro.  John  T.  Hamilton.  A  funeral  escort  was 
furnished  by  Apollo  Commandery  No.  26,  K.  T. 

At  the  regular  of  May  4,  1903,  Bro.  John  W. 
Barry  presented  the  following: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  height  of  the  two  great  pil- 
lars, Jachin  and  Boaz,  as  given  In  the  Bible,  is 
only  eighteen  cubits,  whereas  the  work  we  now  use 
says  thirty  and  five  cubits." 

This  was  referred  to  the  officers  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  with  instructions  to  present  the  same  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  coming  session  at  Waterloo. 

The  further  development  of  this  matter  is  per- 
tinent and  of  interest.  The  resolution  properly 
prepared  was  presented  to  Grand  Lodge,  and  a 
special  committee  was  authorized  to  investigate 
and  report  upon  this  apparent  inaccuracy.  Grand 
Master  Clark  appointed  Bro.  Barry  as  such  com- 
mittee. Neither  time  nor  expense  were  spared  in 
the  Inquiry  and  our  brother  brought  in,  at  the 
Sioux  City  session,  an  elaborate  and  very  valuable 
report  upon  the  pillars.  This  was  Illustrated  with 
a  series  of  lantern  slides.  The  unusual  character 
of  the  Information  thus  gathered  was  recognized 
by  the  grand  body,  engravings  made  of  the  Illus- 
trations, and  these  with  the  report  published  In  the 


398  History  Crescent  Lodge 

proceedings  for  1904.  It  has  been  freely  quoted 
and  given  favorable  comment  by  the  Masonic 
press  and  writers  of  correspondence  reports. 

Bro.  C.  W.  Burton,  another  of  the  old  members 
of  Crescent  Lodge,  passed  away  at  his  home  in  this 
city  in  May,  1903,  and  on  Friday,  May  22,  was 
given  Masonic  burial. 

A  cornmittee,  consisting  of  Bro.  J.  B.  Miller, 
R.  T.  Forbes  and  L.  T.  Weld,  with  a  like  com- 
mittee from  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge,  considered  the 
advisability  of  raising  fees  for  the  degrees.  Re- 
port was  made  to  Crescent  Lodge  at  the  regular 
meeting  for  August.  Investigation  had  proven 
that  fees  charged  ($30.00  for  the  three  degrees) 
were  below  the  average  as  compared  with  lodges 
having  like  expenses  and  demands  upon  their 
funds.  It  was  therefore  recommended  that  these 
fees  be  raised  to  $40.00,  as  follows:  "For  con- 
ferring the  first  degree,  the  sum  of  $15.00;  for 
conferring  the  second  degree,  $15.00;  for  confer- 
ring the  third  degree,  $ro.oo."  This  report  and 
recommendation  were  adopted  by  both  lodges,  and 
has  proven  an  unmixed  blessing  to  the  bodies.  The 
volume  of  work  has  in  no  measure  abated,  and  any 
tendency  to  cheapen  Masonry  or  to  place  it  on  a 
level  with  other  associations  was  given  wholesome 
check. 

The  funeral  of  Bro.  Charles  Schneider,  who 
died  August,  1903,  was  attended  and  conducted 
by  Crescent  Lodge  on  the  30th.  Religious  serv- 
ices were  held  in  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  and 
from  thence  the  route  of  procession  was  to  Oak 
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Hill  cemetery,  where  the  Masonic  burial  cere- 
monies were  performed  and  another  brother  wa^ 
laid  to  rest. 

The  regular  meeting  of  December  7  was  notable 
in  that  twenty-six  petitions  were  received  for  the 
Mysteries  of  Masonry.  This  large  number  can 
be  explained  by  provision  that  the  change  of  fees 
-went  into  effect  January  i,  1904.  At  the  same  time 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  as  fol- 
lows: 

John  J.  Rubek,  Worshipful  Master. 
John  W.  Barry,  Senior  Warden. 
R.  T.  Forbes,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 
Frank  Filip,  Senior  Deacon. 
D.  A.  Ross,  Junior  Deacon. 
T.  A.  Berkebile,  Senior  Steward. 
J.  L.  Mathiesen,  Junior  Steward. 
Zelotus  Farr,  Tyler. 

"First  annual  anniversary  of  St.  John's  Day,  by 
Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  December 
28,  1903,  to  be  forever  known  as  Past  Masters' 
Day."  Such  was  the  heading  to  an  attractive  in- 
vitation sent  out  to  the  brethren  in  advance  of  the 
date  named.  It  was  the  first  of  a  series,  and  each 
year  since  the  Feast  of  the  Evangelist  has  been 
observed  with  added  interest  and  larger  attend- 
ance. Work  on  the  third  degree  is  always  pro- 
vided, and  at  the  banquet  there  is  unusual  flow  qf 
oratory.  For  the  year  in  question  the  Master 
Mason's  degree  was  conferred  by  the   following 
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Past  Masters  In  the  offices  and  stations:  John 
Taylor  Hamilton,  John  Owen  Baxter,  Thomas 
Matthew  GIberson,  John  Alexander  Kimbro, 
George  Martin  Johnson,  Martin  Evans,  Arthur 
Henry  Gough,  Charles  Brown  Whelpley,  Taylor 
Carpenter,  Joseph  Biggs  Miller,  William  Wallace 
Hamilton,  Leroy  Tryon  Weld,  Sidney  Smith. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty-five  brothers  were  present. 
The  Fellow  Craft  thus  advanced  was  Bro.  Don 
H.  Foster.  Speakers  for  the  evening  were  Bros. 
Sidney  A.  Foster,  of  DesMoines;  Rev.  George  E. 
Walk,  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church,  and  Rev. 
Francis  J.  Stinson,  pastor  of  the  First  Christian 
Church,  both  of  this  city.  Immediately  thereafter 
a  Past  Masters'  Committee  was  appointed  to  pre- 
pare for  the  second  St.  John's  Day  celebration. 
For  the  year  1904  this  committee  consisted  of 
Bros.  Martin  Evans,  George  M.  Johnson  and 
John  O.  Baxter. 

Summaiy  of  work  for  the  year  shows  that 
seventy-three  degrees  were  conferred,  as  follows: 

Initiations — H.  W.  Tyre,  January  12;  O.  A. 
Young,  February  2;  J.  L.  Mathiesen,  February  9; 
J.  M.  Ross,  March  9;  H.  L.  Block,  April  13;  A. 
A.  Schell,  May  1 1 ;  E.  M.  Soboda  and  N.  Schoen, 
July  13;  Don  Barnes,  July  20;  J.  C.  Arthur,  L.  E. 
Augustine  and  T.  M.  Sutherland,  August  10;  W- 
L.  Pope  and  J.  H.  Richards,  September  14;  T.  A. 
Berkeblle,  October  5 ;  A.  F.  Seibel,  J.  W.  Clark 
and  W.  W.  Hicklen,  October  12;  B.  D.  Mill- 
holen,  D.  H.  Foster  and  J.  M.  Parker,  November 
9 ;  George  Yuill  and  John  Mclntyre,  December 
14,  1903—23. 


Worshipful  Master  ia03:  ]^a. 


GOLD  S.  PETTIT 

■t  Worthy  Patron  Cedar  Chapter  No.  184,  O.  K.  S. 
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Passings — H.  W.  Tyre  and  O.  A.  Young,  Feb- 
ruary 16;  J.  L.  Mathiesen,  February  23;  J.  M. 
Ross  and  E.  S.  Bennett,  March  23 ;  H.  L.  Block 
and  W.  L.  Cherry,  May  18 ;  A.  A.  Schell,  June  8 ; 
E.  M.  Soboda  and  N.  Schoen,  July  27;  L.  E.  Au- 
gustine, August  1 7 ;  T.  M.  Sutherland,  August  24 ; 
J.  C.  Arthur  and  W.  L.  Pope,  September  28;  W. 
W.  Hicklen,  T.  A.  Berkebile,  A.  F.  Seibel  and  J. 
W.  Clark,  October  26;  Don  Barnes,  B.  D.  Mill- 
holen,  J.  H.  Richards  and  J.  M.  Parker,  Novem- 
ber 1 8 ;  John  Mclntyre,  George  Yuill  and  D.  H. 
Foster,  December  16,  1903 — 25. 

Raisings — A.  F.  Hassleman,  January  26;  H. 
W.  Tyre  and  O.  A.  Young,  March  16;  J.  L. 
Mathiesen,  March  30;  J.  M.  Ross,  April  20;  E. 
S.  Bennett,  April  27;  Hi  L.  Block,  May  25;  W. 
L.  Cherry  and  A.  A.  Schell,  June  22;  N.  Schoen 
and  E.  M.  Soboda,  August  31 ;  T.  M.  Sutherland 
and  L.  E.  Augustine,  September  2 1 ;  J.  C.  Arthur 
and  W.  L.  Pope,  October  1 9 ;  W.  W.  Hicklen  and 
J.  W.  Clark,  November  4;  T.  A.  Berkebile  and 

A.  F.  Seibel,  November  16;  Don  Barnes  and  J. 
M.  Parker,  November  23 ;  B.  D.  Millholen  and 
J.  H.  Richards,  November  30;  John  Mclntyre, 
December  21;  D.  H.  Foster,  December  28, 
1903—25. 

Admissions — C.  H.  Marsden,  H.  L.  Bowman, 
N.  Frank  Hansen,  B.  F.  Sies  and  J.  E.  Elson, 
February  2 ;  W.  C.  La  Tourette,  E.  M.  Young,  T. 

B.  Emerson  and  George  Bushnell,  April  6 ;  D.  E. 
Howell,  C.  B.  Hamilton  and  Wm.  J.  Bradley, 
May  4 ;  H.  R.  Saum,  June  i ;  L.  L.  Barnum,  Au- 
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gust  3 ;  F.  L.  Ingalls,  L.  A.  Reid,  G.  F.  Wentch, 
A.  H.  Conn  and  C.  B.  Keeler,  November  2, 
1903—19. 

Reinstatements — A.  B.  Poore,  July  6  (sus- 
pended 1897)  ;  J.  P.  Messer,  November  2  (sus- 
pended 1886) — 2. 

Deaths — S.  G.  Grove,  February  22;  J.  A. 
Chandler,  March  10;  Charles  Schneider,  August 
28;  E.  F.  Terrill,  December  26,  1903 — 4. 

Demissions — G.  W.  Wynn,  November  2;  W. 
A.  Miller,  December  7,  1902 — 2. 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.)— J.  W.  Noble,  W.  H. 
Noble,  J.  G.  Elder  and  S.  T.  Wiggins,  Decem- 
ber 7,  1903—4. 

During  the  year  the  F.  C.  and  M.  M.  degrees 
were  conferred  upon  Bro.  E.  W.  Theimer  ( March 
23  and  May  25)  on  request  from  lodge  at 
Owatonna,  Minnesota. 

Membership  of  Crescent  Lodge  increased  from 
240  to  276.  Additions  were  2q  raised,  19  ad- 
mitted and  2  reinstated.  The  decreases  were  4 
died,  2  demitted,  4  suspended  for  nonpayment  of 
dues. 

Total  amount  paid  Grand  Lodge  $247.50. 

Lodge  receipts  for  the  year,  $2,037.10. 

Disbursements  during  the  year,  $1,825.90. 

Net  gain  in  assets  for  1903,  $411.20. 

Here  it  is  possible  to  give  a  few  lines  of  bio- 
graphical data  of  the  four  brothers  whose  deaths 
occurred  during  the  year  we  have  followed  to  a 
close: 
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Samuel  G.  Grove — Born  at  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
April  2,  1868;  in  1888  came  west  and  was  for  a 
time  located  at  Sterling,  Illinois;  began  dental 
course  at  Iowa  State  University,  finished  in  North- 
western University,  whence  he  graduated  in  1896; 
located  soon  after  at  Cedar  Rapids  and  followed 
his  profession  until  time  of  death;  victim  of  Clif- 
ton hotel  fire,  February  20,  1903;  died  from  burns 
and  injuries  February  22,   1903. 

J.  A.  Chandler — Born  at  Fryeburg,  Maine, 
January  13,  1833;  was  of  the  ninth  generation  of 
family  settled  in  New  England;  in  185 1  family 
removed  to  Wisconsin;  our  subject  there  learned 
trade  of  millwright,  later  being  engaged  in  manu- 
facture of  furniture;  in  1863  removed  to  Mon- 
tlcello,  Iowa,  where  the  Chandler  Pump  Company 
was  organized;  was  very  prominent  in  life  of  the 
Jones  county  town;  in  1890  business  was  removed 
to  Cedar  Rapids;  was  president  of  the  company; 
death  occurred  in  hospital  at  Chicago,  March  10, 
1903,  following  a  surgical  operation. 

Charles  Schneider — Born  in  Cedar  Rapids  in 
1865  and  spent  his  entire  life  here.  Entered  em- 
ploy of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.,  and  at  time  of  death 
and  for  some  years  previous  had  gained  to  posi- 
tion as  a  locomotive  engineer.  Death  occurred  at 
local  hospital,  August  28,  1903,  following  an 
operation  for  appendicitis. 

E.  F.  Terrill — Born  at  West  Cummington, 
Massachusetts,  May  5,  1834;  while  young  the 
family  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  learned 
trade  as  machinist;  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  early 
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'50s;  was  one  of  the  oldest  employes  of  the  B.,  C. 
R.  &  N.  Ry.,  having  served  that  company  nearly 
forty  years.  Death  occurred  December  26,  1903, 
following  close  upon  a  stroke  of  paralysis. 

1904 — On  Sunday,  April  3,  1904,  Crescent 
Lodge  parted  forever  with  the  old  brother  who  for 
so  many  years  had  faithfully  guarded  its  outer 
door.  For  Bro.  Zelotus  Farr  the  long  path  to- 
ward the  sunset  ran  with  gentle  slope,  so  that  even 
feeble  feet  might  walk  therein.  And  even  though 
the  body  failed  the  cheery  spirit  lost  nothing  of  its 
brightness.  Almost  to  the  last  he  persisted  in 
coming  to  his  place,  where  younger  brothers  per- 
formed for  him  the  more  active  duties.  A  great 
many  Craftsmen  joined  in  the  last  solemn  cere- 
monies. John  T.  Hamilton,  as  the  oldest  living 
Past  Master,  conducted  the  services  as  prescribed 
in  our  ritual.  Bro.  Zelotus  Farr  was  bom  at  Wat- 
erford,  Vermont,  April  4,  1824.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin,  where  many  years  of  his  life 
were  spent.  He  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1872, 
and  until  within  a  short  time  previous  to  his  death 
was  official  clock  repairer  for  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N. 
Ry.  He  received  the  Masonic  degrees  in  Janes- 
ville  Lodge  No.  55,  at  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  and 
joined  Crescent  Lodge  on  demit  from  that  body. 
He  was  also  a  mfember  of  all  other  Masonic  bodies 
of  the  city,  and  guarded  the  outer  door  for  both 
lodges,  chapter,  commandery,  A.  &  A.  S.  Rite  and 
O.  E.  S.  Chapter. 

On  the  8th  day  of  May,  1904,  Bro.  M.  C.  Farr, 
son   of  the  above-named,   ended  this  life  in   St. 
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Luke's  Hospital,  Chicago.  This  brother  had  re- 
sided in  Cedar  Rapids  for  many  years,  but  for 
some  time  previous  to  his  death  had  lived  in  Chi- 
cago. 

Question  of  a  Tyler  in  succession  to  Bro.  Z. 
Farr  was  referred  to  committees  from  all  the 
bodies.  Report  was  made  July  4,  that  Bro. 
George  M.  Johnson  had  been  selected.  This 
brother  and  Past  Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  has 
ever  since  proven  wisdom  of  the  choice  then  made. 

First  mention  of  this  history  is  made  in  record 
for  July  4,  1904.  Bro.  John  W.  Barry  had  pre- 
sented a  report  of  recent  session  of  Grand  Lodge. 
Among  the  matters  touched  upon  was  the  action 
providing  for  appointment  of  a  Grand  Lodge  His- 
torian, and  urging  the  various  lodges  to  gather 
and  prepare  for  publication  the  desirable  facts  of 
their  existence.  "Bros.  Thomas  M.  Giberson,  C. 
B.  Whelpley  and  L.  T.  Weld  were  thereupon  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  report  if  it  was  advisable 
for  Crescent  Lodge  to  appoint  a  Historian." 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  August  i,  this  com- 
mittee reported,  setting  forth  the  probable  expense. 
It  was  recommended  that  such  Historian  be  ap- 
pointed, and  that  after  his  appointment  he  shall 
be  under  control  and  supervision  of  the  committee. 
Whereupon  the  report  was  adopted  and  the  com- 
mittee continued. 

Shortly  afterwards  Worshipful  Master  J.  J. 
Rubek  placed  the  work  of  preparing  such  history 
in  present  hands.  From  time  to  time  the  commit- 
tee has  made  report,  as  the  work  progressed,  and 
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every  suggestion  made  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
lodge.  By  thus  taking  up  the  matter  promptly 
Crescent  will  be  the  first  lodge  in  Iowa  to  publish 
a  complete  history  of  its  existence. 

A  special  meeting  of  Crescent  Lodge  was  called 
August  1 1  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the  funeral 
of  Bro.  William  T.  McGonigal,  a  member  of 
Mystic  Tie  Lodge  No.  7,  of  White  Hall,  Mon- 
tana. Religious  services  were  conducted  in  Grace 
Episcopal  Church,  and  at  Linwood  cemetery  the 
Masonic  ritualistic  services  were  rendered  by  Bro. 
the  Rev.  George  E.  Walk.  Bro.  McGonigal  had 
for  many  years  been  a  resident  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
occupying  various  positions  in  railroad  employ. 
Removing  to  Montana  he  became  traveling  en- 
gineer for  the  Northern  Pacific.  Death  was  the 
result  of  a  collision  at  Bozeman,  Mont.,  August 
6,  1904. 

A  very  pleasant  occasion  was  the  special  meet- 
ing held  by  Crescent  Lodge  October  25.  Two 
hundred  and  six  members  and  visiting  brothers 
were  present  to  participate  in  a  farewell  reception 
to  Bro.  the  Rev.  George  E.  Walk.  During  his 
stay  in  Cedar  Rapids,  as  rector  of  Grace  Episcopal 
Church,  as  a  man  and  a  Mason,  Bro.  Walk  had 
gained  the  respect  and  high  esteem  of  his  brothers. 
These  therefore  met  to  pay  fraternal  tribute  to 
his  worth,  to  express  regret  at  his  departure  and 
to  bid  him  God-speed  in  his  new  field  of  labor. 
W.  M.  Rubek  gave  lodge  into  charge  of  Bro.  R. 
T.  Forbes,  the  Junior  Warden.  Bro.  John  W. 
Barry  voiced  the  sentiments  of  the  lodge,  and  to 
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this  Bro.  Walk  made  feeling  and  appreciative  re- 
sponse. A  musical  program  followed  and  re- 
freshments were  served. 

Again  on  November  7,  1904,  the  lodge  was 
called  to  attend  the  funeral  of  our  late  Bro. 
Charles  E.  Payne.  From  the  darkened  home  the 
body  of  our  brother  was  borne  to  Linwood  ceme- 
tery, where  it  was  laid  with  words  made  sacred  by 
being  spoken  so  often  over  ashes  of  those  we  have 
loved  and  lost. 

On  November  2,  1904,  our  brother,  M.  H. 
Truesdell,  departed  this  life  at  home  of  his 
daughter  in  Albert  Lea,  Minnesota,  after  a  long 
struggle  against  ill  health.  For  thirty-eight  years 
he  had  served  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N  Railroad  Com- 
pany in  various  capacities.  At  time  of  merger  of 
that  road  in  the  Rock  Island  system  Bro.  Truesdell 
was  appointed  commercial  agent  in  this  city,  hold- 
ing the  same  until  his  death. 

At  the  regular  held  December  5,  1904,  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  as  follows : 

John  W.  Barry,  Worshipful  Master. 

R.  T.  Forbes,  Senior  Warden. 

Frank  Filip,  Junior  Warden. 

John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 

A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 

Don  Barnes,  Senior  Deacon. 

D.  A.  Ross,  Junior  Deacon. 

A.  H.  Conn,  Senior  Steward. 

Hugh  Livingston,  Junior  Steward. 

George  M.  Johnson,  Tyler. 

December   28,    1904,    brought   second   of   the 
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Past  Masters'  Day  celebrations,  occurring  on  the 
Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist.  The  committee 
having  arrangements  in  charge  had  accomplished 
its  work  so  that  not  a  single  detail  was  neglected. 
The  work  was  conferred  by  the  following  Past 
Masters,  in  the  offices  and  stations  named:  John 
Owen  Baxter,  Worshipful  Master;  Gold  Sillman 
Pettit,  Senior  Warden;  Sidney  Smith,  Junior 
Warden;  William  Harris  Smouse,  Treasurer; 
Thomas  Matthew  Giberson,  Secretary;  Charles 
Brown  Whelpley,  Senior  Deacon ;  John  Alexander 
Kimbro,  Junior  Deacon;  John  J.  Rubek,  Senior 
Steward;  Arthur  Henry  Gough,  Junior  Steward; 
George  Martin  Johnson,  Tyler;  ist  C,  Taylor 
Carpenter;  2nd  C,  Joseph  Biggs  Miller;  Ja., 
William  Wallace  Hamilton;  Jo.,  Martin  Evans; 
Jm.,  Leroy  Tryon  Weld;  S.  F.  M.,  John  Taylor 
Hamilton;  W.  F.  M.,  Henry  D.  Sherman.  One 
hundred  and  eighty-four  members  and  visiting 
brothers  were  present.  Bro.  C.  B.  Robbins,  a 
Fellow  Craft  Mason,  was  by  these  raised  to  the 
third  degi-ee.  The  excellence  of  the  work  was  en- 
hanced by  use  of  costumes  and  other  accessories, 
purchased  by  the  lodge.  The  banquet  which  fol- 
lowed was  served  In  the  crypt  of  Grace  Church. 
Bro.  James  H.  Trewin  acted  as  toastmaster,  and 
speeches  were  made  by  Bros.  John  W.  Barry,  Rev. 
Stinson  and  others. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
show  receipts  for  the  year  aggregating  $2,570.17. 
To  this  was  added  $593.19  as  cash  on  hand,  giving 
a  total  of  $3,163.36.  The  disbursements  for  the 
year  amounted  to  $2,461.43.     The  cash  balance 
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was  $701.93.  Total  assets,  exclusive  of  Temple 
stocks,  $1,601.93. 

Summary  of  work  and  changes  In  membership 
during  1904  are  thus  given,  eighty-seven  degrees 
having  been  conferred: 

Initiations — ^W.  G.  Thomas,  January  9;  E.  S. 
Pope,  J.  H.  Stubbs,  T.  H.  Jacobs,  O.  R.  Rowley, 
Jos.  Danzinger,  G.  S.  McCune  and  Hugh  Living- 
ston, January  1 1 ;  A.  O.  Bennett,  O.  W.  Lyman, 
John  Burianek,  Jn,  and  Joseph  Grier,  January  1 5  ; 
C.  Wetzel,  E:  a.  Runkle,  H.  M.  Jones,  F.  V.  A. 
Smith,  January  18;  R.  E.  Jackson  and  G.  H. 
Boynton,  March  16;  O.  H.  Harris,  March  26; 
J.  R.  Thompson,  Richard  Lord,  F.  E.  StuU  and 
C.  B.  Robbins,  May  9;  F.  B.  Kershaw,  June  13; 
W.  E.  Porter  and  John  Mokreish,  August  8 ;  A. 
B.  Coulter,  November  7 ;  C.  E.  Doebel  and 
Charles  Schoen,  December  12,   1904 — 29. 

Passings — W.  G.  Thomas,  A.  O.  Bennett  and 
Jos.  Danzinger,  January  23 ;  Al.  Ploppe,  O.  R. 
Rowley,  G.  S.  McCune,  January  25 ;  John  Bur- 
ianek, Jr.,  Jos.  Grier,  E.  A.  Runkle  and  H.  M. 
Jones,  February  22;  Hugh  Livingston  and  E.  S. 
Pope,  February  29 ;  O.  W.  Lyman,  March  7 ;  C. 

E.  Herrick,  March  30;  R.  E.  Jackson,  G.  H. 
Boynton  and  O.  H.  Harris,  April  1 1 ;  C.  Wetzel, 

F.  V.  A.  Smith,  J.  R.  Thompson  and  Richard 
Lord,  May  23;  J.  H.  Stubbs,  June  10;  F.  B.  Ker- 
shaw, F.  E.  StuU  and  C.  B.  Robbins,  July  1 1 ;  T. 
H.  Jacobs  and  John  Mokreish,  August  15  ;  W.  E. 
Porter,  September  12,  Charles  Schoen,  December 
22,  1904 — 29. 
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Raisings — Al.  Hoppe  and  O.  R.  Rowley,  Feb- 
ruary 8 ;  A.  O.  Bennett  and  W.  G.  Thomas, 
February  15;  Jos.  Danzinger,  March  12;  O.  W. 
Lyman  and  Hugh  Livingston,  March  21;  E.  A. 
Runkle  and  George  Yuill,  March  28;  H.  M. 
Jones  and  O.  H.  Harris,  April  18;  Jos.  Grier  and 
John  Burianek,  Jr.,  April  25;  E.  S.  Pope  and  R. 
E.  Jackson,  May  16;  G.  H.  Boynton,  May  30;  C. 

E.  Herrick,  June  8 ;  J.  R.  Thompson  and  Richard 
Lord,  June  20;  C.  Wetzel,  June  27;  J.  H.  Stubbs, 
July  13;  F.  V.  A.  Smith,  July  18;  F.  B.  Kershaw, 
July  25;  T.  H.  Jacobs  and  John  Mokreish,  Au- 
gust 22;  F.  E.  Stull,  August  29;  G.  S.  McCune, 
September  19;  W.  E.  Porter,  September  26;  C. 
B.  Robbins,  December  28,  1904 — 29. 

Admissions — G.  W.  Fairchild,  A.  T.  Swensen, 

F.  W.  Damour,  Jr.,  and  O.  F.  Martin,  January 
4;  George  E.  ^Yalk  and  F.  E.  Keeler,  February  i ; 
William  Finn,  E.  W.  Theimer,  Thomas  Sharpe 
and  H.  D.  Sherman,  March  7 ;  M.  S.  Pratt,  G.  H. 
Mitchell,  C.  E.  Baker  and  James  H.  Trewin,  May 
2 ;  A.  N.  Harbert  and  W.  J.  Mather,  June  6 ;  A. 
P.  Ward,  July  4;  A.  Braverman  and  H.  T.  Smith, 
August  I ;  M.  H.  Truesdell,  October  3,  1904 — 20. 

Reinstatements — Jos.    McKnight,    February   i ; 

G.  L.  Steams,  April  4;  W.  E.  Sheldon,  October 
3 ;  W.  H.  Noble  and  J.  W.  Noble,  December  5, 
1904—5. 

Deaths — Zelotus  Farr,  April  2;  M.  C.  Farr, 
May  8 ;  M.  H.  Truesdell,  November  2 ;  C.  E. 
Payne,  November  5,  1904 — 4. 

Demissions — George  Duncan  and  O.  W.  Jack- 
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son,  January  4;  J.  C.  Arthur,  June  6;  C.  E.  Her- 
rick  and  E.  C.  Dailey,  November  7 ;  W.  T.  Ander- 
son and  E.  A.  Helm,  December  5,  1904 — 7. 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.)— J.  H.  McKee  and  P. 
B.  Rhea,  December  5,  1904 — 2. 

At  request  of  a  Wisconsin  lodge  the  three  de- 
grees were  conferred  upon  J.  L.  Lesserman — 
March  26,  April  11,  May  20. 

The  membership  was  increased  from  276  to 
317,  the  increases  numbering,  fifty- four  and  losses 
thirteen. 

Total  amount  paid  Grand  Lodge,  $291.25. 

1905 — At  meeting  held  January  2,  1905,  a 
committee  consisting  of  Bros.  Martin  Evans,  D. 
A.  Ross  and  John  O.  Baxter,  was  appointed  to  co^ 
operate  with  like  committees  from  the  other  Ma- 
sonic bodies  to  refurnish  the  lodge  room.  The 
initiative  in  this  movement  was  taken  by  Trowel 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M.  The  result  of  their  labors  is 
seen  in  the  handsome  furnishings  which  have  taken 
place  of  the  old  and  worn  fittings  of  our  hall.  A 
mental  comparison  of  present  luxuriously  equipped 
quarters  in  the  Masonic  Temple  with  the  rudely 
furnished  room  which  sufficed  little  more  than  a 
half-century  ago,  will  tell  all  the  story  of  material 
growth  and  prosperity.  Yet  not  to  us  nor  to  our 
generation  is  this  ease  and  plenty  wholly  or  even 
in  large  part  owing.  But  rather  is  credit  to  those 
who  in  time  of  weakness  and  poverty  established 
and  maintained  the  reputation  and  prestige  of 
Freemasonry  in  Cedar  Rapids.    We  can  not,  even 


412  History  Crescent  Lodge 

with  this  incomplete  record  before  us,  understand 
the  economies  and  makeshifts  necessary  for  our 
older  brothers.  We  can  only  know  that  from 
these  we  inherit  moral  standing  of  the  lodge  and 
the  beginnings  of  present  prosperity.  If  this  book 
shall  serve  no  other  purpose  it  will  at  least  bring 
to  new  memory  the  fathers  of  the  Craft  in  Cedar 
Rapids. 

February  2,  1905,  another  of  those  who  had 
labored  long  and  resultfully  both  for  the  city  and 
the  lodge  laid  down  the  working  tools  of  life.  On 
that  date  Bro.  Joseph  S.  Anderson  entered  into 
rest.  For  many  years  he  had  been  a  prominent 
factor  and  figure  in  the  life  of  the  community.  He 
had  gained  the  esteem  of  his  fellows  by  strict  in- 
tegrity' and  excellent  business  qualities.  Bro.  An- 
derson  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, August  10,  1834.  His  father  died  in 
1845,  ^fid  with  his  mother  our  subject  came  to 
Iowa  and  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1853.  The  family 
first  found  a  home  in  a  log  cabin  on  the  farm  of 
Thomas  Gainor,  which  is  now  the  site  of  Linwood 
cemeter}'.  Our  brother  sleeps  within  a  few  feet 
of  the  spot  where  as  a  youth  he  found  first  home 
in  the  new  west.  Besides  a  common  school  edu- 
cation he  seaired  a  partial  course  at  Cornell  Col- 
lege, Mt.  Vernon.  From  i860  to  1862  he  was 
engaged  in  business  in  Colorado,  at  the  latter  date 
returning  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He  was  variously 
employed  for  several  years.  For  a  long  time  he 
served  on  the  school  board,  first  in  Kingston  and 
afterwards  for  the  united  city.  The  cause  of  the 
public  schools  was  very  dear  to  him,  and  the  in- 
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fluence  he  exerted  upon  local  educational  affairs 
will  long  be  felt  for  good.  For  twenty  years  Bro. 
Anderson  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was 
until  his  death  referee  in  bankruptcy  for  Linn  and 
Cedar  counties  His  was  an  unassuming  charac- 
ter, yet  quickly  and  permanently  impressing  one 
as  forceful  and  determined.  Kindly,  genial,  com- 
municative and  accurate,  the  writer  hereof  owes  to 
this  departed  brother  many  a  reminiscence  with 
which  the  present  volume  is  enriched. 

On  February  13,  1905,  the  sudden  death  of 
Bro.  Past  Master  Gold  S.  Pettit  brought  sorrow 
to  those  in  and  without  the  lodge  with  whom  he 
had  been  associated  for  many  years.  February 
15  Crescent  Lodge  was  called  to  perform  the  last 
rites,  and  to  give  back  again  to  earth  the  mortal 
remains  of  this  well-beloved  brother.  Elsewhere 
in  this  volume  will  be  found  a  brief  biography  of 
Bro.  Pettit. 

At  the  regular  meeting  for  June  Bro.  Don 
Barnes  presented  his  resignation  as  Senior  Deacon, 
and  Bro.  A.  H.  Conn  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

A  proposition  having  been  received  for  pur- 
chase of  the  $4,000  Masonic  Temple  stock  owned 
by  Crescent  Lodge,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee 
consisting  of  Bros.  John  W.  Barry,  R.  T.  Forbes 
and  Frank  Filip.  Very  careful  and  exhaustive  re- 
port was  made  November  6,  recommending  sale 
at  figure  offered.  All  members  having  been  noti- 
fied, the  matter  was  thoroughly  discussed  at  the 
regular  meeting  for  December,   and  sale  author- 
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ized.  For  fully  paid  stock  to  amount  of  $4,ooOiOO 
the  lodge  receives  $800.00.  It  is  not  within  the 
province  of  the  writer  to  discuss  the  financial  un- 
wisdom which  brought  about  such  results,  nor  to 
criticise  those  who  had  roseate  visions  of  a  great 
structure  which  would  pay  good  dividends  and 
finally  become  property  of  the  local  craft.  It  may 
be  said  that  Crescent  did  wisely  in  thus  disposing 
of  its  holdings,  and  that  the  dearly  bought  lesson 
will  have  beneficial  results  for  the  future. 

Election  of  officers  for  the  year  1906  resulted 
in  choice  of  the  following  brothers : 
R.  T.  Forbes,  Worshipful  Master. 
Frank  Filip,  Senior  Warden. 
A.  H.  Conn,  Junior  Warden. 
John  W.  Henderson,  Treasurer. 
A.  L.  Sylvester,  Secretary. 
C.  F.  Rowell,  Senior  Deacon. 
John  Burianek,  Jr.,  Junior  Deacon. 
Hugh  Livingston,  Senior  Steward. 

The  third  celebration  of  St.  John's  day,  devoted 
to  Past  Masters  of  the  lodge,  occurred  December 
27,  1905.  The  executive  committee,  having  charge 
of  all  arrangements,  were:  W.  Bros.  John  T. 
Hamilton,  A.  H.  Gough  and  C.  B.  Whelpley.  The 
Reception  Committee  consisted  of  Bros.  R.  T. 
Forbes,  W.  M.;  Frank  Filip,  S.  W.,  and  A.  H. 
Conn,  J.  W.  The  third  degree  was  conferred 
upon  Bro.  A.  B.  Coulter  by  the  following  Past 
Masters:  Thomas  Matthew  Giberson,  W.  M.; 
William  Harris  Smouse,  S.  W. ;  John  Alexandef 
KImbrO',  J.  W. ;  Sidney  Smith,  Treasurer;  Henry 
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D.  Sherman,  Secretary;  Taylor  Carpenter,  S.  D.; 
Martin  Evans,  J.  D. ;  John  Noble,  S.  S. ;  William 
Francis  Wilson,  J.  S. ;  George  Martin  Johnson, 
Tyler;  Joseph  Biggs  Miller,  First  C. ;  John  J. 
Rubek,  Second  C. ;  John  W.  Barry,  Third  C. ;  Ben- 
jamin F.  Sies,  Ja. ;  John  Owen  Baxter,  Jo.;  Will- 
iam Wallace  Hamilton,  Jm. ;  Leroy  Tryon  Weld, 
S.  F.  M.;  Allen  D.  Wood,  W.  F.  M.  Refresh- 
ments followed  with  Bro.  John  T.  Hamilton, 
Toastmaster.  An  address  was  delivered  by  Bro. 
Charles  A.  Clark. 

Total  income  and  cash  balance  for  the  year  1905 
amounted  to  $2,942.41  and  orders  drawn  aggre- 
gated $2,499.05.  The  total  assets  were  $2,343.36. 

A  summary  of  the  year's  work  shows  that  thir- 
ty-six degrees  were  conferred.  These,  with  the 
changes  in  membership,  were  as  follows : 

Initiations — E.  R.  Swan,  April  10;  J.  W.  Poole, 
May  15;  C.  F.  Rowell,  June  12;  G.  W.  Hull  and 
James  Elsom,  July  10;  P.  W.  Hennings,  August 
7;  L.  H.  Battersby  and  C.  F.  Jackson,  August  28; 

E.  C.  Bauman,  C.  Goodwin  and  M.  C.  Einwalter, 
October  23 ;  J.  H.  Tremain  and  O.  E.  Wynne, 
December  18,  1905 — 13. 

Passings — A.  B.  Coulter,  January  23 ;  C.  E. 
Doebel,  February  27;  E.  R.  Swan,  April  17;  J. 
W.  Poole,  May  22;  C.  F.  Rowell,  June  26;  James 
Elsom  and  G.  W.  Hull,  July  31;  P.  W.  Hen- 
nings, August  14;  E.  C.  Bauman,  C.  Goodwin  and 
M.  C.  Einwalter,  November  13,  1905 — 11. 

Raisings — Charles  Schoen,  January  9 ;  C.  E. 
Doebel,  April  24;  E.  R.  Swan,  May  8 ;  J.  W. 
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Poole,  May  29;  C.  F.  Rowell,  July  17;  G.  W. 
Hull,  September  1 1 ;  P.  W.  Hennings,  September 
1 8 ;  James  Elsom,  October  9 ;  E.  C.  Bauman,  No- 
vember 20;  C.  Goodwin  and  M.  C.  Einwalter,  De- 
cember 11;  A.  B.  Coulter,  December  27,  1905 — 
12. 

Admissions — Robert  Campbell,  George  Slade 
and  O.  J.  Freeman,  January  2 ;  Al.  Burrows,  Feb- 
ruary 6;  E.  C.  Perry  and  S.  P.  Reitz,  March  6; 
C.  F.  Hilman,  H.  G.  Webster,  F.  J.  Stinson  and 
Ira  L.  Doolittle,  April  3 ;  S.  S.  Spicer,  May  i ;  H. 
F.  White  and  J.  T.  Rhodes,  July  3 ;  A.  D.  Wood, 
August  7 ;  T.  C.  Munger,  November  6 ;  J.  G.  Mc- 
Masters,   December  4,   1905 — 16. 

Reinstatements — G.  J.  Miller,  February  6;  J. 
A.  Bowman,  June  5,  1905 — 2. 

Deaths — Joseph  S.  Anderson,  February  8 ;  Gold 
S.  Pettit,  February  13;  Ethan  Bliss  (date  un- 
known)— 3. 

Demissions — G.  J.  Miller,  February  6;  O.  A. 
Young,  March  6;  W.  A.  Seeley  and  S.  S.  Stock- 
well,  June  5 ;  Charles  Petrovitsky,  June  5 ;  A.  P. 
Ward  and  N.  Frank  Hansen,  December  4,  1905 
— 7- 

Suspensions  (N.  P.  D.) — J.  D.  Bunger,  E. 
Matschke  and  P.  C.  Thomdahl,  December  4, 
1905—3- 

Membership  increased  during  the  year  from  317 
to  334- 

Total  amount  paid  Grand  Lodge,  $281.75. 

Thus  is  told  in  inadequate  fasliion,  the  story  of 


JOHN  \V.  BA«RY 
Worshipful  Master  in  1905-8 
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fifty-five  years  of  lodge  life.  The  attempt  has  been 
to  make  more  than  a  mere  record — to  reveal  some^- 
thing  of  men  and  their  deeds.  Aware  of  its  many 
imperfections,  the  writer  brings  his  work  for  in- 
spection and  judgment  of  his  brethren.  Should 
the  present  plan  be  continued  of  preserving  ma- 
terial of  interest  and  importance  while  it  is  easily 
secured,  the  future  historian  of  Crescent  Lodge 
who  may  prepare  the  centennial  volume  will  have 
rich  store  of  information,  and  will  hardly  appre- 
ciate the  meager  gleanings  with  which  his  prede- 
cessor has  had  to  be  content. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

WAR  HISTORY  OF  THE  LODGE. 

WHILE  as  men  and  Masons,"  said  the 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  In  annual  com- 
munication of  1863,  "we  mourn  over  the  fraters 
who  have  been  done  to  death  by  the  Moloch  of  re- 
bellion, let  us  whom  important  interests  keep  at 
home  abate  not  one  jot  our  love  for  the  dear  old 
flag.  It  is  the  ensign  of  our  American  national- 
ity, the  visible  emblem  of  the  sovereignty  of  Union; 
the  symbol  of  freedom,  the  hope  of  nations,  the 
glory  and  pride  of  the  republic.  In  the  future,  as 
in  the  past,  let  us  give  liberally  of  our  substance 
to  support  of  the  government  and  Its  measures. 
Let  us  not  so  sin  against  humanity  as  to  doubt  Issue 
of  the  struggle  which  now  shakes  the  temple  of 
freedom  from  foundation  to  star-gemmed  dome. 
Let  us  sympathize  with  and  applaud  our  brave 
compatriots  In  the  field,  and  thus  strengthen  them 
to  address  themselves  with  renewed  alacrity  to 
their  arduous  duties.  Less  than  all  this  we  cannot 
do  and  keep  our  consciences  void  of  offense,  and 
more  than  this  many  of  us  may  be  called  upon  to 
perform,  ere  long.  When  that  time  comes  may  we 
do  our  whole  duty  as  patriot  Masons." 

That  year  the  Grand  Master  of  Iowa  Masons 
was  in  the  field,  leading  his  gallant  regiment.    And 
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thousands  of  the  Craft  were  daring  all,  risking  all 
for  the  same  high  cause.  Upon  the  altars  of  the 
fraternity  the  flame  of  loyalty  has  ever  burned,  and 
Its  care  and  keeping  Is  Inculcated  In  the  first  lessons 
taught  to  each  Initiate.  The  lodges  of  Iowa  were 
then  weak  In  numbers,  as  compared  with  the  bodies 
of  today,  but  every  meeting  place  was  a  real  center 
of  patriotic  enthusiasm.  In  more  than  one  instance 
Master  and  officers  and  members  volunteered,  un- 
til so  few  remained  that  the  lodge  remained  dor- 
mant  during  the  years  of  struggle. 

"You  cannot  understand  the  spirit  which  per- 
vaded and  animated  Masonry  in  Iowa  in  the  six- 
ties," writes  a  brother  who  was  then  a  member  of 
Crescent  Lodge  and  who  was  among  the  volunteers. 
"During  the  early  months  of  the  war  at  our  meet- 
ings in  Cedar  Rapids  we  were  divided  between 
hope  and  fear  for  the  result.  We  lingered  long 
in  the  Tyler's  room  to  tell  or  hear  the  news.  Our 
work  was  rushed  as  this  or  that  brother  sought  to 
obtain  his  Master's  degree  before  leaving  for  the 
front.  The  addresses  made  before  the  lodge,  by 
members  or  visiting  brothers,  breathed  the  one  sen- 
timent of  loyalty  and  sacrifice.  We  met  again  and 
again  to  bid  farewell  to  one  and  another  whose 
duty  had  outweighed  all  selfish  considerations.  We 
gave  of  our  scanty  lodge  means  and  more  from  our 
private  resources  that  the  families  of  our  brothers 
in  the  field  might  not  sufFer.  We  were  called  upon 
now  and  then  to  receive  and  care  for  those  who 
were  wounded  or  had  sickened  In  the  service.  And 
more  than  once  there  was  black  crepe  upon  our  em- 
blems and  grief  in  our  souls  when  news  came  of  a 
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brother  who  had  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  for  his 
country." 

First  and  last  almost  one-half  the  membership 
of  Crescent  Lodge  enlisted  for  service.  Others  of- 
fered themselves,  but  were  rejected  because  of  age 
or  unfit  physical  condition,  while  of  those  who  re- 
mained at  home  many  did  service  for  the  cause  no 
less  valuable  than  if  they,  too,  had  ventured  all 
upon  the  field  of  battle.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
many  of  these  soldier  members  of  the  lodge  have 
been  all  but  forgotten.  Some  who  returned  died 
many  years  ago,  and  their  relatives  are  unknown. 
Others  have  removed  from  the  city  and  their 
H\hereabouts  are  uncertain.  It  is  only  possible  to 
glean  here  and  there  some  stray  facts  of  that  gal- 
lant band.  We  give  a  copy  of  the  return  made  of 
the  soldier  membership,  as  required  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1864.  It  is  incomplete  and  inaccurate, 
but  a  document  of  rare  interest.  We  might  expect, 
had  the  records  of  that  time  been  preserved,  to 
have  had  much  to  add  to  this  brief  chapter. 

Within  one  month  after  the  first  appeal  was 
made  by  President  Lincoln  for  men  the  First  Iowa 
was  mustered  into  service.  Linn  county  contrib- 
uted one  company  to  its  making,  and  of  this  body 
the  then  Senior  Warden  of  Crescent  Lodge,  Bro. 
T.  Z.  Cook,  was  the  Captain.  That  first  company 
to  go  from  Cedar  Rapids  was  sworn  in  by  Bro.  E. 
N.  Bates  on  Wednesday,  May  i,  1861.  On  the 
succeeding  Saturday  a  flag  was  presented  to  the  or- 
ganization. To  the  speech  committing  this  stand- 
ard to  the  care  of  untried  soldiers  Captain  Cook 
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responded.  He  pledged  the  honor  of  the  volun- 
teers that  the  flag  should  not  be  tarnished  by  their 
fault  or  failure.  Bro.  H.  G.  Angle  "then  present- 
ed the  company  with  small  pocket  Bibles,  and  in- 
voked the  God  of  battles  for  those  who  were  to  go 
forth  for  the  good  cause.  Then  ( Bro. )  Dr.  Cam- 
burn  came  forward,  and  after  a  brief  and  feeling 
address,  presented  Captain  Cook  with  a  handsome 
pocket  Bible.  This  was  in  behalf  of  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Lodge  of  Masons,  of  which  lodge  Captain 
Cook  was  late  Senior  Warden  and  Acting  Wor- 
shipful Master.  Captain  Cook  responded  in  a  few 
words.  He  was  visibly  affected  by  this  remem- 
brance from  his  brethren.  In  words  which  rang 
true  he  thanked  those  to  whom  he  was  bound  by 
close  fraternal  ties.  He  declared  that  the  great 
principles  of  the  Order  should  be  his  guide,  and 
that  in  all  things,  as  a  man  and  a  soldier,  he  would 
endeavor  to  act  upon  the  square."  Other  meager 
details,  showing  lodge  interest  in  the  patriot  cause 
and  in  the  soldiers  might  be  gleaned  from  the 
newspapers  of  the  time.  More  could  be  gathered 
from  the  reminiscences  of  old  brothers  and  resi- 
dents of  the  town.  But  our  purpose  has  been  suf- 
ficiently served.  We  append  such  brief  notes  as  are 
available  of  the  military  records  of  brothers  named. 
Thomas  Z.  Cook — Captain  of  Company  K, 
First  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  Resigned  as 
Mayor  of  the  city  and  as  Senior  Warden  of  Cedar 
Rapids  Lodge  to  raise,  organize  and  enter  the 
service  with  his  company.  Commissioned  May  i, 
1 861.  Was  promoted  and  recommissioned  August 
2,  1862,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Eighteenth 
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Iowa  Infantry.     He  died,  a  member  of  Mt.  Her- 
mon  Lodge  No.  263,  December  25,  1879. 

Mortimer  A.  Higley — Commissioned  October 
28,  1 86 1,  as  First  Lieutenant,  Company  A,  Fif- 
teenth Iowa  Infantry.  Februaty  20,  1862,  pro- 
moted as  Quartermaster  of  the  Regiment.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1862,  was  assigned  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  Mc- 
Kean,  Quartermaster  Sixth  Division,  Army  of  the 
Tennessee;  assigned  during  same  month  to  staff  of 
Gen.  Ord  as  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence; 
next  month  was  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence 
of  the  left  wing,  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  on  staff 
of  Gen.  McPherson.  Later  confirmed  as  Commis- 
sary of  Subsistence,  with  rank  of  Captain,  on  staff 
of  Gen.  McPherson.  Was  made  Chief  Commis- 
sary of  Seventeenth  Army  Cbrps  in  January, 
1863;  took  charge  of  commissary  depot  at  Cairo, 
Illinois,  remaining  there  until  April,  1863.  Was 
then  ordered  to  report  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  Gen. 
Washburn,  and  took  over  duties  of  Depot  Commis- 
sary at  that  point.  Was  mustered  out  in  May, 
1863.  Reappointed  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
with  rank  of  Captain,  in  spring  of  1864,  but  de- 
clined the  appointment. 

Ellsworth  N.  Bates — Commissioned  August  25, 
1862,  as  Captain  of  Company  A,  Twentieth  Iowa 
Infantry.  This  regiment  included  five  companies 
from  Linn  county — ^A,  B,  F,  H  and  I.  Captain 
Bates  resigned  from  his  command  in  August,  1863, 
on  account  of  disability.  Returned  to  his  home  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  died  during  the  same 
month,  of  dysentery. 
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Jacob  H.  Camburn — Commissioned  as  Surgeon 
Sixteenth  Iowa  Infantry.  With  his  regiment  was 
present  at  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  the  Sixteenth 
sustained  heavy  loss.  Was  also  at  luka  and  siege 
and  battle  of  Corinth.  Was  recommissioned  June 
3,  1863,  and  assigned  to  duty  as  Surgeon  of  the 
Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry.  This  regiment  operated 
against  Indians  of  the  Northwest,  being  engaged 
in  almost  constant  skirmishing  with  the  hostile 
tribes  in  Minnesota.  Bro.  Camburn  did  duty  with 
the  regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out  at  Sioux 
City,  October  17,  1865. 

Edward  Coulter — Sergeant,  Company  K,  First 
Iowa  Infantry;  wounded  at  Wilson's  Creek,  Mis- 
souri. Commissioned  Captain  Company  B,  Twen 
tieth  Iowa  Infantry,  August  25,  1862.  Regi- 
ment was  actively  engaged  almost  from  its  organ- 
ization. In  January,  1863,  became  part  of  invest- 
ing force  at  Vicksburg.  At  capitulation  this  regi- 
ment led  its  division  into  the  works,  and  was  first 
to  float  a  regimental  flag  of  the  victors  on  defenses 
of  Vicksburg.  Afterward  joined  in  Gen.  Banks' 
Texas  expedition.  On  December  15,  1863,  Cap- 
tain Coulter  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  at 
Matagorda  Bay,  Texas.  After  exchange  returned 
to  his  regiment.  Was  promoted  as  Major,  May 
19,  1864.  Remained  with  the  regiment  until  it 
was  mustered  out  at  Mobile,  Alabama,  July  i, 
1865. 

E.  H.  Steadman — Was  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  in  i860,  and  especially  active  in  the 
work  of  raising  troops  in  Linn  county.    Upon  rais- 
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ing  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry — known 
as  the  "Greybeard  Regiment" — Bro.  Steadman 
was  commissioned  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company 
A,  such  commission  bearing  date  of  December  15, 
1 862.  The  regiment  participated  in  several  skirm- 
ishes, but  in  no  regular  battle,  being  mostly  em- 
ployed in  guard  duty.  Lieutenant  Coulter  remained 
in  the  service  about  three  years,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  Davenport.  He  demitted  from  the  lodge 
September  24,   1866. 

Ezra  Havens — Commissioned  as  First  Lieu- 
tenant of  Company  I,  Thirty-seventh  Iowa  (same 
as  above) .  He  also  remained  in  the  service  until 
mustered  out  of  the  regiment.  Bro.  Havens  de- 
mitted June  20,  1870. 

Dyer  Usher — Commissioned  First  Lieutenant  of 
Company  A,  Thirty-first  Iowa  Infantry,  October 
13,  1862.  Was  with  his  regiment  at  Helena, 
Arkansas,  and  on  the  expedition  on  Cold  Water 
River,  Mississippi.  Here  Bro.  Usher  became  dis- 
abled from  sickness,  resigned  his  commission  and 
returned  home. 

John  A.  Gunn — Corporal  in  Company  A,  Sixth 
Iowa  Infantry;  enlisted  July  i,  1861.  Was  in- 
valided at  Shiloh,  April  6,  1862;  afterwards  Ser- 
geant Company  K,  Ninth  Iowa  Cavalry.  Died  in 
Arkansas,  March  7,  1863,  from  sickness  contract- 
ed in  camp.  Was  buried  by  a  party  of  his  own 
townsmen,  members  of  his  company. 

Absalom  Sines — Sergeant  in  Company  G,  Twen- 
ty-fourth Iowa  Infantry;  enlisted  August  11,  1862. 
Was  mortally  wounded  at  Champion  Hills,  in  that 
gallant  charge  which  broke  the  enemy's  lines  and 
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resulted  in  capture  of  a  six-gun  battery,  dying  the 
same  day.  A  brief  note  attached  to  returns  for  that 
year  says:  "He  was  a  brave  and  true  patriot." 
Suitable  resolutions  were  passed  to  his  memoiy  and 
the  lodge  room  draped  in  mourning.  Bro.  Sines 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Cedar  Rapids,  an 
earnest  Mason,  and  a  man  of  sterling  qualities  in 
all  relations  of  life. 

John  N.  Coldren, — Sergeant  in  Company  A, 
Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry;  enlisted  August  i,  1862. 
Was  at  his  own  request  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and 
served  as  a  private  until  February  8,  1864,  when 
he  was  promoted  to  a  second  lieutenancy.  He  was 
advanced  to  First  Lieutenant  of  the  same  company, 
February  9,  1865. 

Hiram  Deem — Sergeant  In  Company  A,  Thirty- 
first  Iowa;  enlisted  July  23,  1862;  later  served  as 
a  private,  at  his  own  request.  Died  on  hospital 
boat  in  Arkansas,  January  31,  1863.  Bro.  Deem 
was  a  Past  Master  of  Cedar  Rapids  Lodge,  and 
had  endeared  himself  to  the  membership  by  con- 
sistent Masonic  conduct  and  lovable  qualities  of 
head  and  heart.  The  news  of  his  death  was  re- 
ceived with  deep  sorrow  by  his  brothers.  Resolu- 
tions paying  tribute  to  his  worth  and  memory  and 
expressing  grief  and  sympathy  were  adopted,  and 
the  lodge  hall  draped  in  mourning  for  ninety  days. 
Felix  W.  Vinson — ^Was  first  commissioned  as 
Captain  of  Company  G,  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  In- 
fantry (should  have  been  chaplain).  As  Captain, 
however,  he  led  his  company  from  Cedar  Rapids; 
was  chaplain  of  the  regiment  from  October  i, 
1862,  until  January  3,  1863.    Resigned  because  of 
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physical  disabilities.  Bro.  Vinson  was  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
a  devoted  patriot.  His  oratory,  earnest  and  vivid, 
did  much  in  stimulating  sentiment  for  enlistment. 
He  was  possessed  of  considerable  literary  ability, 
and  the  local  weekly  press  of  the  sixties  preserve 
many  of  his  efforts  in  prose  and  poetry.  He  had 
taken  but  two  degrees  in  Masonry  when  duty  called 
him,  and  did  not  become  a  Master  Mason  until 
after  his  return  from  the  army. 

All  inquiries  have  proven  futile  as  to  the  war 
record  of  Bros.  Morgan  Parks,  Michael  Renftle, 
L.  H.  Keyes  and  S.  J.  Davenport.  None  of  these 
remained  with  the  lodge  beyond  a  few  months  after 
close  of  the  war.  The  widow  of  Bro.  Parks  can 
give  no  definite  information.  Bro.  Renftle  still 
lives  in  Iowa  county,  but  has  neglected  our  in- 
quiries, while  the  whereabouts  of  the  others  or 
their  relatives  are  not  known.  The  little  that  can 
be  recalled  by  old  comrades  justifies  statement  that 
these  in  war,  as  in  peace,  held  to  the  high  standard 
enjoined  upon  Masons. 

There  have  been  many  others  upon  the  lodge 
rolls,  and  not  a  few  having  honored  place  in  our 
present  membership,  who  served  in  the  Civil  War. 
This  chapter,  however,  we  have  reserved  for  those 
who  went  into  the  service  while  active  members. 
Many  of  the  veterans  joined  upon  return  home, 
and  others  have  since  affiliated  who  held  member- 
ship elsewhere  during  their  soldier  service.  At 
least  seven  of  the  list  of  Past  Masters  of  the  lodge 
can  be  named  as  among  those  who  were  tried  by 
the  test  of  battle  and  found  true. 
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JAMES  KEELER. 


(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1854.) 

It  is  a  grateful  yet  difficult  task  to  save  from  quick 
oblivioii  the  memory  of  a  pioneer.  It  seems  indeed  strange 
tbat  -witbin  the  period  of  one  generation  there  shall  have 
almost  faded  from  recollection  knowledge  of  men  who 
were  prominent  in  the  life  of  a  community.  Some  hazy 
remembrance  persists  in  the  minds  of  surriving  contem- 
poraries, hut  no  fized  and  clear  image  can  be  obtained. 
To  tell  the  story  of  such  a  life  requires  an  infinite  amonnt 
of  patience,  and  some  faculty  of  finding  and  following  out 
faint  and  uncertain  clues.  It  has  been  the  good  fortune 
of  the  historian  of  Crescent  lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  to 
gather  and  permanently  fix  some  account  of  the  lives 
and  services  of  several  men  who  deserve  remembrance 
in  this  city.  Those  were  the  charter  members  of  that 
body,  the  first  society  to  be  organized  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
its  dispensation  bearing  date  of  November  23,  1850.  Those 
old  and  almost  forgotten  worthies  were  George  Greene, 
X.  B.  Brown,  Isaac  Cook,  Thomas  Downing,  Samuel  Hook, 
James  Keeler,  Stephen  Pollock,  J.  H.  Kelsey  and  John 
Vardy.  All  of  these  have  passed  from  earthly  labor.  Of 
those  who  met  on  the  night  of  organization  in  the  first 
winter  month  of  1850,  but  one  now  survives.  Dr.  S.  D. 
Carpenter  of  Chicago. 

It  would  seem  that  the  little  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury intervening  would  leave  many  traces  of  those  men 
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undisturbed.  It  might  be  supposed  tliat  the  immediate 
family  would  preserve  at  least  essential  facts.  But  ex- 
perience proTes  that  the  average  man  leaves  little  from 
which  biography  can  be  constructed.  He  Is  occupied  ia 
doing  the  work  of  his  time,  not  In  forestalling  the  queries 
of  posterity.  The  fact.s  that  become  valuable  In  after 
years  are  to  him  the  humdrum  occurrences  of  daily  life, 
and  are  forgotten  or  grow  dim  even  to  his  own  recollec- 
tion. Then,  again.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  means 
for  recording  and  preserving  events  which  are  so  abund- 
ant today  were  almost  unknown  in  pioneer  times.  The 
ubiquitous  reporter  was  not  then  In  existence — or  at  least 
had  not  developed  his  wonderful  Instinct  for  news.  The 
few  werfily  newspapers  were  given  up  largely  to  disserta- 
tions on  subjects  which  would  be  Impatiently  passed  by 
the  reader  who  now  demands  a  daily  record  of  the  worlds 
doings.  In  most  cases  the  inquirer  into  the  really  recent 
past.  If  his  subject  be  but  an  average  man,  must  be  sat- 
Isfled  with  a  very  meager  collection  of  facts. 

In  searching  out  those  charter  members  of  Crescent 
lodge  we  have  found  one  case  more  difficult  than  all  the 
others.  Rev.  James  Keeler,  It  was  known,  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids  In  1849,  and  organized  the  Episcopal  church  in 
this  city.  It  was  expected  that  the  records  of  the  organ- 
ization would  have  preserved  some  of  the  needed  facts, 
but  the  early  church  archives  are  missing.  Rev.  Keeler 
was  comparatively  an  old  man  when  here,  and  he  re- 
mained but  a  few  years.  Finally  a  grandson  was  found 
at  JanesvUle,  Iowa,  to  which  place  Mr.  Keeler  removed 
from  Cedar  Rapids.  His  courteous  replies  to  inquiries  made 
them  really  the  first  clues  to  the  personal  history  desired- 
Prom  him  also  was  the  portrait  obtained,  which  Is  here 
reproduced.  Dr.  Edward  Keeler,  of  Lakp  Mills,  Iowa,  an- 
other grandson,  gave  other  interesting  and  valuable  mat- 
ter for  the  purpose. 

James  Keeler  was  bom  at  Norwalk,  Conn.,  April  30, 
llHl,  the  third  in  a  famtiy  of  seven  children.  The  ances- 
try in  America  traces  back  to  one  Ralph  Keeler,  bom  in 
England  In  1612.     The  exact  date  of  his  coming  to  "ho 
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colonies  la  not  known,  but  public  records  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  show  him  living  there  as  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Puritan  community  In  1639.  In  1651  he  pushed  out  as 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Norwalk,  Conn.  This  latter 
town  became  the  real  home  of  the  Keeler  family.  Des- 
cendants of  Ralph  still  live  In  Norwalk.  The  subject  of 
our  sketch  was  born  In  the  sixth  generation  from  this 
Puritan  ancestor. 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Keeler  was  spent  in  and  about 
iis  native  town.  No  facts  are  now  known  as  to  where  his 
education  was  obtained.  It  Is,  however,  certain  that  his 
learning  was  of  that  classical  kind)  which  bore  stamp  oif 
New  England  collegiate  thoroughness.  He  was  a  scholar  all 
of  the  olden  time.  In  1811  he  was  married  to  Miss  Clarissa 
Besse.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  union  while  yet 
the  couple  lived  In  Norwalk,  and  two  others  at  WalUng- 
ford,  Conn.,  to  which  latter  town  our  subject  removed 
some  time  between  1822  and  1825.  Prom  thence  he  went 
to  HJarpersvUle,  New  York,  where  for  some  years  he  was 
pastor  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  teacher  In  a  local 
academy.  In  1825,  while  at  WaUlngford,  Conn,  his  wife 
died  andi  Mr.  Keeler  never  remarried.  His  oldest  'child, 
a  daughter,  then  12  years  of  age,  remained  with  the  father 
until  his  death.  This  faithful  daughter  died  at  JanesvUle, 
Iowa,  In  1898. 

The  reason  for  Rev.  Keeler's  journey  to  what  was 
then  the  far  west  can  best  be  found  In  a  quotation  from 
Bishop  Perry's  History  of  the  American  Episcopal  Church: 
■"The  Introduction  of  our  church  Into  the  present  state  of 
Iowa  dates  back  to  1836,  when  occasional  ministrations 
were  rendlered  at  Dubuque  by  the  Rev.  Richard  R.  Cadle, 
imd  later  by  Rev.  E.  G.  Gear  and  the  Rev.  J.  Batchelder. 
The  missionary  committee  expressed  purpose  of  sustaining 
five  missionaries  in  the  territory,  into  which  settlers  were 
then  pressing  in  large  numbers.  But  it  was  found  Impoa- 
■slble  to  secure  the  laborers,  even  though  the  fields  were 
white  for  the  harvest,  and  year  after  year  the  records 
exhibit  a  feebleness  of  effort  and  a  lagging  Interest, 
which  win  account  for  the  passage  of  nearly  fifteen  years 
ere  organization  was  attempted.     At  length,  through  the 
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more  active  exertions  of  the  Episcopal  Missionary  Asso- 
ciation of  the  West,  a  voluntary  missionary  organization 
was  established  in  Philadelphia,  missionaries  were  found 
for  the  field,  and  measures  for  organization  taken." 

It  was  as  one  of  these  missionaries  that  Rev.  James 
iieeler  came  to  Iowa.  Muscatine  was  then  the  strongest 
point  of  the  church  in  the  new  state,  and  to  this  place  hft 
was  first  assigned.  This  was,  according  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Walton 
(History  of  Trinity  Church,  Muscatine,)  in  1846.  The  Ma- 
sonic historian  is  inclined  to  place  the  date  a  year  later. 
In  the  old  record  book  of  Iowa  lodge  No.  2  of  Muscatine 
the  name  of  "Visiting  Brother  Keeler"  appears  first  under 
date  of  December  20,  1847.  He  had  charge  of  this  parish 
until  1849.  Mr.  Walton  has  this  of  our  subject:  "He 
erected  a  small  bouse  on  lot  3,  block  146,  across  the  alley 
from  where  I  now  live.  The  house  is  still  standing.  He 
was  a  tall,  large-sized  man,  but  was  not  very  popular. 
When  he  came  here,  after  the  removal  of  Rev.  S.  Sher- 
well,  the  church  was  at  its  lowest  ebb,  and  Mr.  Keeler 
was  too  old  a  man  to  revive  it  readily.  The  story  goes 
that  he  had  a  habit  of  preaching  his  old  sermons  over, 
quite  frequently  'turning  the  barrel."  The  congregation 
got  quite  tired  of  it,  and  as  these  sermons  were  long  the 
younger  ones  rebelled.  They  bought  several  quires  of 
paper  and  sent  them  to  himi  with  a  note  asking  that  he 
write  some  new  sermons.  It  had  good  effect,  for  the  boys 
had  to  attend  to  see  what  the  result  was,  if  no  other  good 
came  of  it.  He  remained  in  the  town  until  1851  or  1852, 
but  was  not  considered  rector  of  Trinity  after  1849.  When 
he  left  here  he  went  up  into  Linn  county  to  live  with  his 
son." 

The  church  annalist  is  wrong  in  his  dates  and  also  as 
to  the  reason  why  Rev.  Keeler  came  to  Linn  county  and 
to  Cedar  Rapids.  Several  persons  of  the  Episcopal  com- 
munion were  among  the  early  settlers  of  this  place,  and 
it  was  resolved  to  gather  them  into  a  church  organization. 
In  the  History  of  Linn  County  (1878)  it  is  said:  "The 
first  services  according  to  the  ritual  of  the  Episcopal 
church  in  Cedar  Rapids  were  held  In  the  old  school  house 
on  Eagle  street  in  the  spring  of  1850  by  the  Rev.  James 
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Keeler.  During  the  same  year  the  parish  was  organized 
under  the  name  of  Grace  Episcopal  church  by  Mr.  Keeler, 
who  came  from  Muscatine  for  that  purpose.  The  comer 
stone  of  the  present  (1878)  church  was  laid  with  public 
services  by  Bishop  Kemper  in  October,  1851,  but  the  build- 
ing was  not  completed  so  as  to  be  used  for  worship  until 
some  time  after  that  date."  What  follows  in  the  same 
paragraph  is  a  digression  from  the  immediate  subject, 
but  will  be  of  Interest  to  Cedar  Rapids  readers:  "While 
"  the  building  was  being  erected,  the  public  services  of  the 
church  were  held  in  such  places  as  could  conveniently 
be  procured.  The  lower  part  of  the  frame  building  on  thq 
bank  of  the  river  near  Park  (Third)  avenue,  now  used  by 
Mr.  Tlsdale  as  a  carriage  factory,  (present  site  of  the 
Warfield-Pratt-Howell  building)  was  used  for  public  wor- 
ship for  some  time.  A  reliable  historian,  Rev.  Mr.  Butler, 
says  that  the  upper  part  was  used  at  the  time  for  the  stor- 
age of  grain,  which  percolated  through  the  cracks  of  the 
floor  to  the  lower  room.  Often,  in  warm  weather  the 
solemnity  of  the  services  was  interrupted  by  entrance  of 
a  genuine  western  porker,  searching  with  its  attenuated 
snouts  for  the  dropping  grain.  At  other  times  the  upper 
room  was  occupied  by  a  family,  and  the  pocking  of  a 
cradle  beat  monotonous  retrain  to  the  tenor  of  the  serv- 
ice." 

Mr.  Keeler  gave  up  this  pastorate  at  the  close  of  1851 
but  did  not  leave  Cedar  Rapids  until  in  1854.  "Of  his 
ministry  here,"  said  a  contemporary  who  still  survives, 
"the  hardest  part  was  collection  of  his  $200  salary." 

The  chief  interest  in  Mr.  Keeler's  stay  at  Cedar  Rap- 
ids to  the  Masonic  historian  centers  in  the  fact  that  he 
was  one  of  the  original  petitioners  for  a  dispensation,  was 
one  of  the  first  officers  of  Cedar  Rapids  (now  Crescent) 
lodge,  and  was  afterwards  Master  of  that  body.  Where  the 
reverend  gentleman  received  his  Masonic  degrees  or  held 
membership  are  matters  which  have  so  far  eluded  all  in- 
quiry. As  noted  above  the  first  Masonic  fact  is  his  ap- 
pearance in  a  Masonic  lodge  in  Muscatine  in  1847.  At 
the  time  of  his  coming  to  Cedar  Rapids  there  were  several 
Master  Masons  in  the  town.  Of  these  George  Greene,  N.  B. 
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Brown,  J,  ri.  Kelsey,  Thomas  Downing,  Stephen  Pollock 
and  Samuel  Hook  had  been  made  Masons  in  Marlon  lodge 
No.  6,  Isaac  Cook  in  College  lodge  No.  70,  Missouri;  John 
Vardy  in  an  unknown  eastern  lodge.  These,  with  Mr. 
Keeler,  were  granted  a  dispensation  to  assemble  as  a  Ma- 
sonic lodge  in  Cedar  Rapids.  In  the  first  list  of  officers 
Mr.  Keeler's  name  appears  as  senior  deacon.  Asked  for 
his  recollections  of  this  oldl  brother.  Dr.  S.  D.  Carpenter 
writes : 

"James  Keeler,  ir  my  memory  does  not  mislead  me, 
was  the  first  clergyman  in  charge  of  the  Episcopal  church 
at  Cedar  Rapids.  At  the  time  the  lodge  at  that  place  was 
organized  he  was  well  advanced  in  years,  probably  about 
sixty.  He  was  not  a  brilliant  man,  but  well  read,  and  par- 
ticularly 'bright'  as  a  Mason.  He  was  very  well  up  in  the 
work,  and  had  read  extensively  in  all  the  literature  of  the 
order.  He  made  the  work  of  the  lodge  very  impressive. 
He  was  the  mainstay  in  the  early  days,  and  gradually  edu- 
cated the  membership,  so  that  we  all  became  very  well 
versed  in  many  things  that  were  traditional  and  not  in 
the  regular  work."  In  1852  Mr.  Keeler  was  elected  as 
senior  warden  of  the  lodge.  His  name  heads  the  roster 
for  1854  as  Worshipful  Master.  During  this  same  year  he 
removed  from  the  city.  The  records  of  Cedar  Rapids 
lodge  show  that  on  October  9,  1854.  he  asked  for  and 
was  granted  a  demit. 

From  this  city  He  went  to  Janesvllle,  Iowa,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  where  he  also  took  up 
his  work  as  an  Episcopal  minister.  He  next  appears  Ma- 
sonlcally  as  author  and  first  signer  of  a  document,  dated 
August  8,  1S56,  and  addressed  to  the  grand  master  ask- 
ing authority  to  open  and  organize  a  lodge  at  that  place. 
In  the  dispensation  issued  Mr.  Keeler  was  named  as  the 
first  Worshipful  ilaster.  The  petition  was  recommended, 
by  Blackhawk  lodge.  Such  recommendation  sets  forth 
that  Mr.  Keeler  was  especially  qualified  to  take  up  the 
work  and  to  give  good  and  wholesome  instruction  to  the 
brethren.  From  this  time  on  until  his  death,  June  26, 
1863,  he  was  continued  in  office  as  Master  of  Equity  lodge 
No.  131.    In  the  lodge  room  at  Janesville  his  portrait  still 


History  Crescent  Lodge  435 

has  place  and  his  memory  is  still  honored  as  an  honest. 
God-fearing  man  and  a  just  and  upright  Mason. 


GEORGE   GREENE. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  18'50-1852.) 


First  of  those  whose  names  appear  upon  the  petition 
for  dispensation  authorizing  establishment  of  Crescent 
lodge  is  that  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  that  docu- 
ment he  was  nominated  as  first  Master,  and  thus  served 
his  brethren  for  three  years.  We  who  come  thus  far  after 
can  take  connected  view  of  his  life  and  perhaps  better 
estimate  its  value  to  the  community,  but  only  his  associ- 
ates and  contemporaries  could  measure  his .  influence  or 
know  in  any  diegree  of  fullness  the  story  of  his  good  deeds. 
Very  appreciative  are  the  words  of  Rev.  George  R.  Carroll 
in  his  valuable  little  book  on  "Pioneer  Life  in  and  Around 
Cedar  Rapids."  Recording  but  briefly  the  various  enter- 
prises in  which  Mr.  Greene  was  concerned  and  the  many 
activities  of  his  busy  life,  Mr.  Carroll  says: 

"Judge  Greene  was  a  man  of  massive  brain  and  com- 
manding presence.  He  possessed  a  mind  that  was  keen 
to  observe  and  far-reaching  in  its  sweep  of  events.  He 
was  characcerized  by  broad  views  and  wonderful  faith  in 
the  possibilities  of  this  town  and  country  for  the  future. 
He  even  went  further  than  this.  He  not  only  believed  in 
the  possibility,  but  in  the  probability  of  a  growth  and  pros- 
perity for  this  city  that  far  transcended  the  faith  and 
foresight  of  our  most  sanguine  citizens.  He  was  thought 
sometimes  to  be  almost  chimerical  and  visionary  in  his 
plans  and  predtictions  with  regard  to  the  future  of  our 
city.  And  yet  now  we  can  see  that  he  planned  wisely  and 
well,  and  that  his  views  were  none  too  broad  and  that 
his  anticipations  were  none  too  high.  It  was  indeed  a 
good  day  for  Cedar  Rapids  when  Judge  Greene  decided 
to  make  it  his  home.  His  coming  gave  a  new  and  decided 
impetus  to  our  business  Interests  that  was  felt  all  over 
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this  part  of  the  country.  No  man  that  has  ever  lived  here 
has  taken  a  deeper  interest  in  public  affairs,  nor  done 
more  towards  developing  our  resources,  nor  towards  the 
building  up  of  all  those  institutions  that  tend  to  make  a 
city  truly  great,  than  he." 

Nor  is  it  alone  as  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  business 
capacities  that  George  Greene  is  recalled.  Indeed  he  is 
best  remembered  today  for  constant  acts  of  kindlinesa. 
In  his  generosity  he  knew  no  lines  of  creed  or  caste.  His 
benevolence  was  all-embracing  wherever  worthy  need  was 
made  known.  "I  remember  Judge  Greene  best,"  said  a 
mid'dle-aged  man  to  the  writer,  "by  his  kindliness  of  dis- 
position. There  was  not  a  bare-footed  boy  in  the  town 
but  for  whom  he  had  pleasant  word  and  smile.  He  knew 
and  recognized  them  all.  We  who  were  little  fellows  then 
will  always  remember  him  with  a  great  love." 

Another  who  had  associated  with  him  for  many  years 
saidi:  "I  never  knew  him  to  refuse  assistance  to  any  per- 
son in  distress.  A  tale  of  suffering  or  of  bereavement 
would  bring  the  ready  tears  to  his  eyes,  and  the  relief 
proffered  was  only  limited  by  the  needs  of  the  applicant. 
And  his  charity  was  not  of  the  kind  that  wishes  itself  to 
be  known  among  men.  'Take  this  and  give  it  to  So-and-so, 
and  say  nothing  about  where  it  comes  from,'  was  his 
usual  formula  where  another  was  the  intermediary  of  his 
generosity.  And  in  public  affairs,  when  his  assistance 
was  solicited,  it  was  always  forthcoming,  though  he 
shrunk  from  publicity  of  his  giving.  Was  a  new  church 
to  be  built,  he  knew  no  divisions  of  sect  or  denomina- 
tion, but  recognizing  all  as  bettering  institutions,  his  do- 
nations of  land  or  cash,  or  both,  were  always  forthcom- 
ing." The  record  of  this  life  Is  taken  from  the  editorial 
page  of  the  Cedar  Rapids  Republican  of  June  29,  1880,  com- 
piled while  yet  his  body  awaited  burial,  and  while  the 
whole  city  mourned  his  loss: 

Judge  Greene  was  our  foremost  citizen.  He  stood  at 
the  head  of  that  line  of  noble  frontiersmen  wTio  built  here 
a  flourishing  city,  making  it  the  center  of  a  great  railroad 
system,  and  who  gave  a  high  degree  of  prosperity  to  Linn 
county.    And  he  was  also  among  the  foremost  men  of  the 
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state.  His  eminent  ability  to  organize  and*  execute  great 
projects  is  shown  by  over  six  hundred  miles  of  railroads 
in  Iowa  which  he  planned  and  carried  forward  to  comple- 
xion. Not  only  this  city  andi  county,  but  also  the  common- 
wealth owes  him  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  arduous  labors 
and  successful  work.  The  full  story  of  his  lite,  then,  em- 
braces the  history  of  Cedar  Rapids,  of  Linn  county,  and  of 
many  great  and  useful  state  enterprises. 

George  Greene  was  a  native  of  England,  being  born  at 
Alton,  in  Staffordshire,  April  15,  1817.  His  father,  Robert 
Greene,  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1819.  The  mother, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  Staffordshire,  was  a  considerate 
and  pious  woman  who  early  instilled  into  the  hearts  of 
her  children  the  principles  of  rectitude  and  truth.  The 
family  settled  in  western  New  York,  where  the  father  died 
when  George  was  but  eight  years  of  age.  He  early  im- 
bibed a  strong  ambition  for  a  liberal  education,  but  had 
to  depend  upon  his  own  resources  to  procure  a  knowledge 
of  books.  He  was  possessed  of  great  energy  and  did  not 
shrink  from  any  kind  of  respectable  work  to  defray  the 
expense  of  his  tuition.  He  attended  school  two  years  at 
academic  institutions,  and  two  years  at  French's  Collegi- 
ate Institute  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  leaving  at  the  end  of  his 
sophomore  year. 

Mr.  Greene  spent  some  time  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Cha- 
pin  of  Buffalo,  reading  medicine  without  intending  to  prac- 
tice it,  and  collecting  doctor's  bills  in  order  to  defray  ex- 
penses. At  the  same  time  he  began  the  study  of  law  with 
Hon.  George  P.  Barker,  who  was  then  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  lawyers  of  Buffalo. 

In  1S3S  Mr.  Greene  emigrated  to  Iowa,  which  was 
then  a  territory.  He  landed  in  Davenport,  where  he  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Robert  D.  Owen,  and  with  him  spent 
six  months  in  making  geological  surveys,  mainly  in  the 
territory.  During  this  time  he  made  some  money  and 
gained  considerable  knowledge  of  science  and  the  coun- 
try. He  then  went  to  Ivanhoe  in  Linn  county  and  taught 
school  for  a  few  months.  In  1840  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  Johnson  county.  Judge  Williams  presiding  at  the 
time  of  his  examination.    Soon  afterward  he  went  to  Mar- 
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ion,  Linn  county,  and  there  practiced  law  about  five  years. 
He  had  not  been  there  a  year  before  he  was  sent  to  the 
territorial  council,  and  he  attended  two  sessions,  the  first 
one  held  at  Burlington,  and  the  last  one  at  Iowa  City,  rep- 
resenting Cedar,  Linn  and  Jones  counties.  He  was  a  young 
member,  but  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  debates,  and 
especially  in  the  work  of  the  committees. 

Soon  after  settling  In  Marion,  Mr.  Greene  was  sent  as 
a  special  delegate  to  Washington  to  secure  the  removal 
of  the  United  States  land  office  from  Dubuque  to  Marion, 
that  it  might  be  more  convenient  for  parties  wishing  to 
enter  lands.  In  this  he  was  successful,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  year  the  river  influence  prevailed,  and  it  was  removed 
again  to  Dubuque. 

In  1845  Mr.  Greene  removed  to  Dubuque,  and  while  in 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession,  took  charge  of  the 
Miners'  Express,  editing  and  publishing  it  for  two  or  three 
years.  Meantime  he  formed  a  partnership  with  J.  J.  Dyer, 
and  the  old  and  highly  reputable  law  firm  of  Greene  & 
Dyer  is  still  remembered  by  the  early  settlers  of  northern 
Iowa.  Mr.  Dyer  afterward  became  judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court,  and  the  talents  and  le^al  acumen 
of  Mr.  Greene  were  discovered  and  honored  by  his  being 
appointed  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  the  state.  He 
held  that  high  office  a  little  more  than  eight  years,  and 
rarely  has  a  young  man  so  graced  and  dignified  the  judi- 
cial bench.  While  in  that  position  he  reported  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court  and  published  fhem  in  four 
volumes,  which  are  known  far  and  wide  as  "G.  Greene's 
Reports."  His  judicial  opinions  have  stood  the  test  of 
years,  and  rank  with  the  best  utterances  of  our  highest 
court. 

But  Judge  Greene's  irrepressible  activities  were  too 
great  to  be  hidden  beneath  the  judicial  ermine.  He  pos- 
sessed a  rare  genius  for  large  business  enterprises.  He 
was  born  to  plan,  and  to  command  and  execute.  He  pos- 
sessed the  prophetic  gift  which  enabled  him  to  see  a  great 
future  for  the  state  of  his  adoption.  At  an  early  day, 
while  a  resident  of  Marion  and  Dubuque,  he  saw  the  prom- 
ise of  growth  and  development  in  the  site  of  what  is  now 
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the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  in  company  with  N.  B. 
Brown,  Alex.  L.  Ely,  A.  Daniels  and  others,  he  purchased 
claims  and  made  some  improvements  here.  Surveys  and 
subdivisions  of  portions  of  his  lands  were  made  by  him 
In  1849,  and  in  1851  he  removed  here,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  for  the  remaining  portion  of  his  life. 

Shortly  after  settling  here  Mr.  Greene  engaged  in  the 
banking  business,  with  which  he  has  been  connected  in 
some  manner  since  that  time.  He  first  engaged  in  the 
business  in  company  with  Mr.  John  Weare  and  D.  O. 
Pinch,  Esq.,  the  firm  being  known  as  Weare,  Pinch  &  Co. 
Upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Pinch,  the  banking  firm  of 
Greene  &  Weare  continued  in  business  a  considerable 
time.  He  afterwards  conducted  the  same  business  in  com- 
pany with  Col.  Merritt,  afterward  mayor  of  Des  iMoines,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Greene,  Merritt  &  Co.  Mr.  John 
Weare,  who  was  most  intimately  associated  with  him  in 
business,  informs  us  that  he  never  knew  Mr.  Greene  to  be 
guilty  of  a  single  discreditable  act  as  a  business  man,  and 
that  they  never  had  a  word  of  difficulty  in  all  their  exper- 
ience together.  Judge  Greene  was  president  of  the  Union 
bank  (now  Van  Vechten's),  also  of  the  Star  Wagon  Com- 
jiany,  of  the  Parmer's  Manufacturing  Company,  and  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  Oil  Works,  in  all  of  which  establishments 
he  had  large  interests. 

.Judge  Greene's  energies,  however,  found  their  nat- 
ural field  of  operation  in  the  projecting  and  building  of 
railroads,  and  while  being  connected  with  all  the  varied 
interests  above  mentioned,  he  was  engaged  in  pushing  for- 
ward railroad  enterprises  involving  the  outlay  of  millions 
of  money,  and  the  expenditure  of  a  vast  amount  of  work. 

He  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  engaged  in  bringing 
here  the  first  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  river,  and  in 
helping  to  push  it  across  the  state,  now  forming  a  part 
of  the  great  Chicago  and  Northwestern  road.  He  also 
was  one  of  the  leading  men  engaged  in  building  the  Cedar 
Rapids  and  Minnesota  road,  of  which  company  he  was 
president  for  some  time.  In  company  with  his  brother, 
William,  he  built  the  McGregor  Western  road  to  Conover, 
and  also  the  Rockford,  Rock  Island  and  St.  Louis  road. 
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They  also  had  some  connection  with  the  inception  o£  the 
Central  Railroad  of  Iowa. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Judge  Greene's  life  has  been 
an  exceedingly  active  one.  He  was  never  idle,  and  never 
content  with  a  single  enterprise,  but  carried  forward  many 
at  a  time.  He  worked  continually  and  made  his  money 
active  also.  He  had  large  faith,  and  by  his  resolute  ener- 
gy he  wrought  out  the  success  in  which  he  believed. 
Though  a  money-making  man  he  never  worshipped  the 
mighty  dollar.  It  was  in  his  hands  not  an  idol  to  be  adored, 
but  a  force  to  be  employed  in  progress  and  improvement. 
He  was  ever  bountiful,  almost  to  prodigality  with  his 
money.  All  our  beneficent  institutions  attest  this.  Though 
a  devoted  churchman,  and  for  many  years  warden  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  yet  his  purse  was  freely  opened  to  all 
denominations,  and  his  means  helped  to  build  every  church 
edifice  in  the  city.  Judge  Greene  erected  the  first  brick 
building  put  up  in  this  city,  an*  it  was  characteristic  of 
him  to  lead  off  In  the  way  of  improving  our  city  architec- 
ture. The  money  he  earned  elsewhere  was  brought  here 
to  be  expended  in  improving  the  city  of  his  pride  and  love. 
By  recent  good  fortune  he  lately  made  a  handsome  amount 
in  mining  interests,  and  as  a  speedy  result  his  hand  was 
put  to  the  street  railway,  which  was  then  languishing,  and 
It  Is  now  an  assured  success.  It  went  as  by  magic  at  the 
touch  of  his  wand.  And  today,  also,  we  see  the  evidence  of 
great  faith  in  the  future  of  our  city  in  the  uprising  walls 
of  the  new  opera  house,  which  is  planned  to  be  the  largest 
and  flnes.t  edifice  of  the  kind  in  Iowa. 

In  his  domestic  relations  Judge  Greene's  life  has  been 
exceedingly  fortunate,  though  checkered  by  bereavemenr. 
He  married  in  1838  Miss  Harriet  Merritt,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Pesse  Merritt,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  She  had  four  children; 
two  surviving,  viz :  Edward  M.  Greene  and  Susan  H.,  the 
wife  of  Hon.  A.  S.  Belt.  Mrs.  Greene  died  in  Dubuque  In 
1850.  In  February,  1855,  Mr.  Greene  married  Miss  Francis 
R.  Graves,  daughter  of  Calvin  Graves,  Esq.,  of  Coopers- 
town,  N.  Y.  She  survives  him,  and  is  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living. 

As  showing  the  high  esteem  In  which  Judge  Greene 
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lias  been  held  by  his  fellow  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids,  we 
close  this  imperfect  sketch  by  reference  to  an  incident 
which  occurred  on  the  Centennial  Fourth  of  July,  at  a 
time  when  he  was  too  feeble  to  leave  his  house.  On  that 
day  between  two  and  three  hundred  citizens  went  out  to 
his  Mound  Farm  residence  to  make  him  a  neighborly  call, 
and]  to  present  him  with  articles  of  silverware  worth  over 
a  thousand  dollars,  as  a  token  of  their  regard  and  appre- 
ciation of  his  services  in  building  up  the  city.  The  pre- 
sentation speech  was  made  by  Judge  N.  M.  Hubbard,  from 
the  report  of  which  we  give  the  following  synopsis: 

"Praise  belongs  to  the  dead,  not  to  the  living,  and 
I  shall  therefore  pronounce  no  eulogy.  It  is  enough  to 
say  that  the  history  of  the  growth  of  the  state,  and  es- 
pecially of  Cedar  Rapids,  is  your  history.  .  .  In  the 
building  of  all  our  railroads,  in  the  beginning  and  pro- 
gress of  all  our  public  improvements  as  a  city,  upon  the 
foundation  and  superstructures  of  all  our  manufactories, 
are  found  the  impress  of  your  orgonizing,  executive  mind, 
and  the  upbuilding  of  your  hands.  And  now,  after  the  un- 
ceasing labor  of  head  and  heart  and  hands  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  you  feel  that  the  great  strain  is  loosening  the 
tension  of  the  fibre  and  of  the  nerve — though  the  spirit 
flags  not,  as  you  look  off  from  this  beautiful  Mound  home, 
the  work  of  your  hands,  upon  that  beautiful  city  which 
owes  so  much  to  you,  perhaps  you  sometimes  wonder 
whether  the  busy  delvers  and  dwellers  therein  realize  and 
appreciate  the  labor,  the  energy,  the  unflagging  zeal,  the 
unconquerable  will  and  executive  power  you  have  expend- 
ed for  their  prosperity.  Let  this  token  assure  you.  .  .  . 
Be  assured  our  people  bring  this  offering,  not  alone  for 
what  you  have  done  for  Cedar  Rapids,  but  for  your  great- 
ness and'  goodness  of  heart  and  brain  also;  for  your  good 
example;  for  your  public  enterprise  in  behalf  of  mankind, 
accomplished  and  to  be  accomplished;  for  your  virtues; 
for  your  manly,  noble  character,  and,  finally,  for  what  you 
are." 

The  funeral  services  of  this  worthy  and  distinguished 
brother  are  remembered  and  often  spoken  of  both  by 
craftsihen  and  citizens.  The  whole  population  of  Cedar 
Rapids  followed,  in  person  or  in  spirit,  to  the  silent  city 
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on  Sunday,  June  27,  1880.     Of  this  the  daily  paper  from 
which  we  have  already  quoted,  had  this  to  say: 

It  was  evident  that  our  lamented  fellow  citizen  filled 
a  large  place  not  only  in  the  esteem  of  all  classes  here, 
but  also  throughout  the  state.  Six  special  trains  from  dif- 
ferent directions  bore  large  delegations  of  members  of 
the  bar,  Knight  Templars,  and  other  citizens  from  the 
various  towns  within  a  radius  of  one  hundred  miles.  There 
were  representatives  here  from  at  least  twenty  counties 
of  the  state. 

And  here  at  home,  where  Judge  Greene  had  done  his 
greatest  work,  there  was  a  spontaneous  outpouring  of  all 
classes  of  people,  the  poor  and  rich,  young  and  old,  busi- 
ness men,  mechanics  and  laborers,  to  pay  their  last  sad 
tribute  of  respect  to  a  noble  man  and  a  public  benefactor. 
No  audience  room  in  the  state  could  have  contained  on-j- 
third  the  numbers  who  moved  in  the  procession,  and  gath- 
ered in  and  around  the  Methodist  church,  where  the  funer- 
al address  was  given. 

The  display  of  Knight  Templars  was  the  largest  and 
most  imposing  ever  witnessed  in  Iowa  on  any  former  oc- 
casion. There  were  360  in  line,  the  Commandrles  being 
represented  as  follows:  Des  Moines,  35  Sir  Knights;  Mar- 
shalltown,  40;  Belle  Plaine,  35;  Cedar  Falls,  20;  Waterloo, 
35;  Vinton,  18;  Montlcello  and  Anamosa,  40;  Marion,  35; 
Clinton,  20;  Iowa  City  and  Burlington,  32;  Cedar  Rapids, 
50.  The  Knights  from  abroad  were  entertained  at  dinner 
by  Apollo  Commandery  of  this  city. 

The  procession  was  of  great  length  and  solemnly  im- 
posing to  sight.  The  remains  of  the  honored  dead  were 
conveyed  from  the  family  residence,  at  Mound  Farm,  to 
Grace  church,  escorted  by  the  Knight  Templars,  com- 
manded by  Sir  Knight  Morton,  as  Captain  General.  Mr. 
Geo.  W.  Bever  was  in  charge  of  the  entire  procession  and 
ceremonies  of  the  day.  After  the  usual  services  for  the 
family  at  the  Episcopal  church,  the  procession  formed  In 
the  following  order: 

1.  Knight  Templars. 

2.  Master  Masons. 

3.  S.  C.  Bever  and  Gabriel  Carpenter. 
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4.  Pall  Bearers. 

5.  Physicians. 
.6.     Clergy. 

7.     Hearse. 

.8.     Family  and  friends. 

9.  Choir  of  Grace  Church. 

10.  Members  of  the  Bar. 

11.  RepresentatiTes  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

12.  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  Machine  Shop  Employes. 

13.  Citizens  in  carriages  and  on  foot. 

The  procession  then  moved  to  the  Methodist  church, 
where  the  regular  burial  services  of  the  Episcopal  church 
were  performed  in  the  following  order: 

1.  Burial  Anthem  by  Grace  Church  Choir. 

2.  Lesson  from  1st  Cor.,  15th  Chap. 

3.  Funeral  Address  by  Rev.  Samuel  Ringgold,  Rec- 
tor of  Grace  Church. 

4.  Hynm,  "Just  As  I  Am." 

5.  Prayer  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Butler,  of  Bay  City,  Mich. 

6.  Funeral  Dirge  by  the  Choir  as  the  procession 
passed  out. 

The  funeral  sermon  by  Rev.  Bro.  Samuel  Ringgold 
was  well  worthy  of  the  occasion,  and  is  given  in  full  in  the 
Republican  of  above  date. 

"The  procession  then  reformed,"  continues  the  ac- 
count, "and  moved  to  the  cemetery,  where  the  impressiva 
burial  service  of  the  Knight  Templars  was  performed, 
conducted  by  G.  B.  Van  Saun  of  Cedar  Falls,  Past  Grand 
Commander,  and  Rev.  Ringgold  as  Prelate.  At  a  late  hour 
the  solemn  ceremonials  were  at  an  end,  and  the  body  of 
the  eminent  citizen,  the  noble  man  and  Christian  philan- 
thropist, reposed  in  the  silent  city  of  the  dea^" 

Of  Bro.  Greene's  Masonic  history  much  will  be  found 
in  these  pages,  as  forming  part  of  the  narrative  history  ot 
the  lodge.  On  March  28,  1844,  his  petition  for  the  Masonic 
•degrees  was  presented  in  Marion  Lodge  No.  6,  being  rec- 
ommended by  Wm.  Abbe  «and  A.  E.  Skinner.  Ballot  w«,s 
taken  at  the  meeting  of  June  24th  and  found  favorable. 
He  was  initiated  September  18,  1844.  An  entry  under  De- 
cember 28,  readiS:     "Not  having  a  quorum  to  work  in  No- 
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vember  Bro.  George  Greene  asked  for  andi  received  the 
special  action  of  the  lodge,  under  that  article  of  the  by- 
laws made  and  provided  for  cases  of  extreme  urgency, 
whereupon  he  was  duly  passed  to  the  degree  of  a  Fellow- 
Craft  and  raised  to  the  degree  of  a  Master  Mason."  From 
Marion  lodge  our  brother  demitted  to  Dubuctue  lodge  No. 
3,  and  there  retained  his  membership  until  establishment 
of  Crescent  lodge.  He  represented  No.  3  at  Grand  Lodge 
in  1846  and  1847,  and  was  honored  by  appointment  as 
Grand  Orator  before  that  body  in  the  latter  year.  He  re- 
mained with  Crescent  lodge  as  an  active  worker  until  the 
establishment  of  Mt.  Hermon  lodge  No.  263.  His  name 
thus  appears  upon  the  charter  list  of  both  bodies,  and  in 
both  his  is  an  honored  memory. 


JOHN   VARDY. 

(Master   of  Crescent  Lodge   1856.) 

The  attempt  to  present  an  adequate  biographical 
sketch  of  this  early  settler  of  Cedar  Rapids  again  proves 
how  quickly  even  the  best  men  of  a  generation  are  for- 
gotten by  those  who  succeed  them.  Only  because  of  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Vardy  was  one  of  the  original  petitioners  and 
charter  members  of  Cedar  Rapids  (now  Crescent)  lodge, 
A.  P.  &  A.  M.,  and  that  the  patient  work  of  the  historian 
of  that  body  has  gleaned  all  that  is  now  to  be  ascertained 
of  his  life  and  labors,  even  this  sketch  would  not  be  pos- 
sible. 

John  Vardy  was  bom  February  10, 1800,  in  Rockbridge 
county,  "Virginia.  There  he  spent  his  youth  and  young 
manhood,  removing  in  1835  to  Indiana.  Here  he  located 
at  Knightsbridge,  Henry  county.  In  a  few  years  the  op- 
portunities of  the  newer  west  attracted  him,  and  in  1841 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  located  at  Cedar  Rapids.  The  future 
city  was  then  but  a  weak  and  unpromising  Infant.  It 
would  have  taken  a  genuine  prophet  to  have  told  of  future 
growth.    When  Mr.  Vardy  reached  the  banks  of  the  Cedar 
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at  this  point  there  were  but  three  log  cabins  to  mark  the 
site  of  settlement  and  providte  something  which  might  hold 
and  fix  the  name. 

The  new  comer  was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and 
found  occupation  in  constructing  such  simple  articles  of 
furniture  as  the  settlers  of  that  scant  time  found  necessary 
and  could  afford.  "While  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,"  says 
Rev.  George  Carroll,  "Mr.  Vardy  was  proficient  in  any 
kind  of  carpentry,  as  he  built  his  own  house  in  1842, 
which  was  the  first  frame  building  in  the  town,  and  it 
stood  (still  stands)  at  the  corner  of  Third  street  and 
Sixth  ayenue. 

In  this  house,  most  pretentious  of  the  frontier  village, 
church  services  were  frequently  held.  Itinerant  ministers 
of  any  denomination  were  welcomed  in  those  days.  There 
was  a  simple  large-heartedness  and  tolerance  in  the  early 
western  life,  and  these  people  cared  little  for  nice  dog- 
matic points  if  but  the  meat  and  drink  of  gospel  truth 
were  given  them.  Not  but  what  those  who  brought  with 
them  from  the  older  communities  a  fixed  habit  of  religious 
thought  preferred  that  denomination  to  which  they  were 
accustomed  or  in  which  they  had  been  reared.  Such  as 
these  speedily  gathered  together  as  population  thickened, 
and  formed  the  first  congregations.  Thus  while  Mr.  Vardy 
and  his  wife  offered  their  home  with  equal  hospitality  to 
ministers,  they  were  and  remained  staunch  and  consistent 
Presbyterians.  The  first  Sunday  school  ever  held  in  Cedar 
Rapids  found  place  of  meeting  in  Mr.  Vardy's  home. 
The  History  of  Linn  County  (1878)  says  of  this: 

"The  first  Sabbath  school  in  Cedar  Rapids  was  organ- 
ized early  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1845,  with  Mr.  A.  L. 
Ely  as  superintendent,  and  Joseph  Greene  as  secretary. 
This  school  was  sustained  principally  by  persons  after- 
wards associated  as  a  Presbyterian  church,  and  was  the 
only  public  religious  service  held  in  the  town  for  some 
months.  Nearly  all  the  residents  of  the  place  were  mem- 
bers and  attendants.  The  sessions  of  this  school  were 
first  heldi  in  the  dwelling  and  cabinet  shop  of  John  Vardy, 
at  the  southeast  corner  of  Adams  and  Brown  streets,  then 
the  first  and  only  frame  building  in  Cedar  Rapids.    After- 
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wards,  upon  the  decease  of  Mrs.  Vardy,  and  until  the 
school  house  was  built,  the  Sabbath  school  was  held  in 
the  store  room  of  Joseph  Greene,  on  the  northeast  comer 
of  Washington  street  and  Iowa  avenue." 

Mrs.  Vardy  died  in  1846.  In  a  disused  and  neglected 
graveyard  near  the  city  is  still  to  be  found  a  marred  and 
weather  beaten  stone,  which  records  the  name,  date  of 
death  and  age  of  this  pioneer  Christian  woman.  We  next 
find  mention  of  our  subject  as  being  first  named  of  those 
who  in  July,  1847,  were  the  organizers  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian church  of  Cedar  Rapids.  "The  Rev.  Bennett  Rob- 
erts, pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Marion,  then 
acting  as  moderator,  the  following  named  persons  pre- 
sented themselves,  and  entered  into  covenant  to  walk  to- 
gether in  gospel  ordinances,  viz:  John  Vardy,  Frederick 
Grambo,  Martha  Grambo,  Barnet  Lutz,  Ann  M.  Lutz,  Isaac 
Liistebarger  and  Mary  C.  Listebarger,  from  the  Presby- 
terian church  in  Marion,  and  Alexander  L.  Ely  and  Mary 
A.  Ely  from  the  Reformed  Dutch  church  of  Allegan,  Michr 
gan." 

Mr.  Vardy  was  re-married  in  1849,  and  in  September, 
1856,  removed  with  his  family  to  Texas.  He  left  with 
those  who  had  known  him  here  In  Cedar  Rapids  the  mem- 
ory of  a  man  of  high  character,  an  energetic  citizen  and  a 
Christian  altogether  consistent  and  lovable.  Dr.  S.  D.  Car- 
penter, one  of  the  few  of  his  contemporaries  still  living, 
and  to  whom  the  historian  of  Crescent  lodge  owes  muci 
for  clear-cut  portraits  of  these  early  members,  sends 
this  pen  picture  of  his  ancient  brother: 

"John  Vardy  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town. 
He  occupied  a  small  frame  house  in  what  was  then  the 
outskirts  of  Cedar  Rapids,  on  what  was  known  at  that  time 
as  Greene  street.  He  was,  at  the  time  of  organization,  of 
the  lodge  (1850)  about  fifty  years  of  age,  spare  in  form, 
bald-headed  and  venerable  looking.  He  was  a  cabinet- 
maker by  trade,  a  Presbyterian  in  religion,  a  man  of  very 
fair  intelligence  and  education,  and  one  who  very  justly 
had  the  respect  of  all  his  neighbors.  He  did  not  like  the 
climate  of  Iowa,  and  after  a  few  years  removed  to  Texaa 
with  his  family." 
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This  very  worthy  pioneer  of  Cedar  Rapids  died  in  Leon 
county,  Texas,  in  September,  1878. 

lit  was  because  of  Mr.  Vardy's  Masonic  connections 
that  the  material  for  this  sfeetch  were  sought  out.  In  the 
dispensation  granted  to  Cedar  Rapids  lodge,  dated  Novemi- 
ber  23,  1850,  by  Grand  Master  W.  D.  McCord,  George 
Greene  is  named  as  Master,  John  Vardy  as  senior  warden 
and  Isaac  Cook  as  junior  warden.  Bro.  Vardy  received  his 
Masonic  degrees  in  the  lodge  at  Knightshridge,  Indiana. 
XTpon  organization  of  Marion  lodge  No.  6  in  1844,  he  had 
united  with  that  body,  demitting  therefrom  to  join  in  the 
petition  for  a  lodge  in  this  city.  For  the  Masonic  year 
1855-56  he  was  elected  Master  of  the  lodge,  and  in  August 
of  the  latter  year  asked  for  and  was  granted  a  demit. 

Here  and  there  through  the  fragmentary  records  or 
the  lodge  one  can  catch  som«  indications  of  the  love  and 
esteem  with  which  this  worthy  man  and  Mason  was  re- 
garded by  his  brethren.  Whether  or  not  he  aflMiated 
with  the  fraternity  in  his  new  home  the  historian  has  not 
been  able  as  yet  to  ascertain.  For  many  of  the  foregoing 
facts,  and  for  the  portrait  which  accompanies  this  sketch, 
the  writer  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Vardy's  daughter,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Malum,  of  Eustis,  Fla. 

The  John  Vardy  house  was  purchased  by  Frank  Stary 
forty-one  years  ago,  who  still  occupies  it.  When  originally 
tuilt  it  was  intended  as  a  farm  house,  being  situated  in  a 
corn  field,  outside  of  the  village.  Some  years  later  Mr. 
Stary  turned  the  structure  around  to  conform  to  the 
streets  that  had  been  laid  out,  and  added  to  it. 

The  well  dug  by  John  Vardy  near  the  house  is  one  of 
"the  most  remarkable  in  Cedar  Rapids.  It  seems  to  have 
opened  up  a  strata  of  water  that  flows  between  walls  of 
solid  rock.  For  many  years  the  people  of  that  neighbor- 
hood have  patronized  the  weil  at  all  seasons.  More  than 
once  in  years  gone  by  it  was  the  only  well  in  many  block* 
that  did  not  run  dry. 
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church,  hut  was  wide  and  liberal  in  his  views.  So  tar  as 
I  know  Mr.  Cook  had  no  enemies,  and  I  do  know  that  he 
was  a  firm  and  consistent  friend.  He  might  have  been 
rich,  but  he  died,  as  I  believe,  possessed  of  little  property. 
He  was  widely  read,  and  his  habits  of  thought  were  deep 
and  logical.  But  his  nature  was  so  modest  that  he  never 
had  full  credit  for  his  solid  acquirements.  I  could  write 
much  of  'Judge'  Cook,  but  tliere  are  others  still  in  Cedar 
Rapids  who  knew  him  well.  If  all  Masons  were  like  he 
was,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  it  would  be  the  greatest 
Order  in  the  World." 

In  arranging  this  biography  I  have  given  first  place  to 
this  splendid  tribute  from  a  contemporary — one  with 
whom  in  the  early  days  our  subject  lived  in  terms  of  inti- 
macy, and  who  treasures  among  happiest  memories  that 
old-time  and  long-continued  friendship.  The  kindness  of 
a  nephew  of  our  brother  permits  the  presentation  of  other 
details  of  equal  interest  and  value: 

Isaac  Cook,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Cook,  was  born 
at  London  Grove,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1819.  His  primary  education  was  secured  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county.  Afterwards,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Jonathan,  he  attended  a  select- 
school  under  tuition  of  Moses  P.  Cheney.  This  institu- 
tion of  learning  was  located  at  Doe  Run,  in  West  Marl- 
boro Township,  Pa.  Here  he  pursued!  his  studies  during 
the  winters  of  1835-36  and  1836-37.  During  the  two  fol- 
lowing winters  the  brothers  attended  the  Unionville 
Academy,  of  which  Jonathan  Ganse  was  the  presiding 
genius.  This  education  our  subject  at  once  turned  to 
account,  teaching  school  for  several  terms  at  different 
places  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1842  Isaac  Cook  turned  his  face 
westward,  as  to  the  young  man's  land  of  promise.  His 
first  stopping  place  was  in  Washington  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Here  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Thomas  'McKennan,  at  that  time  a  member  of  congress 
and  prominent  legally  and  politically.  His  next  move 
was  to  Palmyra,  Missouri,  and  thence  to  Edina,  in  the 

29 
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same  state,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  At  this 
latter  place  he  taught  school  and  practiced  law  until 
August,  1846,  when  he  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Here 
he  combined  the  two  apparently  incongruous  avocations 
of  teaching  and  mining  until  the  spring  of  1849,  at  which 
date  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids.  With  the  practice  of  law 
he  combined  surveying,  which  will  serve  to  illustrate 
his  versatility  and  scope  of  acquirements.  He  was  the 
first  lawyer  to  practice  in  this  city.  On  May  1,  1851, 
Bro.  Cook  was  married  to  Miss  Luceba  Brooks.  The  lady 
was  a  native  of  "West  Virginia. 

In  August,  1851,  Bro.  Cook  was  elected  Treasurer 
and  Recorder  of  Linn  county,  and  because  of  the  duties 
of  the  office  moved  to  Marion,  the  county  seat,  that  fall. 
This  office  he  held  for  two  terms,  or  four  years  in  ali. 
He  was  in  1857  elected  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  which  position  he  held  for  two  years.  For 
a  number  of  years  following  he  was  a  successful  cor- 
poration lawyer,  practicing  in  the  State  courts  of  Iowa 
and  Nebraska,  and  in  the  United  States  courts.  The  se- 
vere strain  of  his  great  practice,  however,  broke  him 
down,  and  he  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his  pro- 
fession. The  Judge  then  retired  to  his  beautiful  and 
well-improved  farm  near  Marion,  where  he  spent  his  •"';- 
maining  days,  and  where,  surrounded  by  his  family,  he 
yielded  up  his  soul  August  S,  ISTS,  consumption  being 
cause  of  death. 

Of  seven  children  of  Isaac  and  Luceba  Cook,  six,  all 
daughters,  are  dead.  Only  one,  the  son  Edward,  sur- 
vives, and  is  now  resident  in  California.  The  widow  of 
our  brother  died  at  Rapid  City  December  11,  1897. 

Bro.  Cook  was  made  a  Mason  in  College  lodge  No. 
70  of  Missouri.  I  have  been  unable  to  secure  the  date 
trom  the  Grand  Secretary  of  that  jurisdiction,  the  records 
of  the  lodge  having  been  destroyed.  The  minutes  of 
Dubuque  lodge  No.  3  show  that  he  was  elected  to  mem- 
bership February  17,  1S47.  In  1S4S  he  appears  upon  the 
roster  of  No.  3  as  occupying  position  of  Senior  Steward. 
His  coming  to  Cedar  Rapids  was  coincident  in  time  with 
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movement  for  establishment  of  Crescent  Lodge.  He 
therefore  secured  his  demit  and  his  was  second  name 
upon  the  original  petition.  He  was  first  Junior  Warden 
of  the  lodge,  but  held  no  other  elective  office.  In  1856 
Bro.  Cook  demitted  and  joined  Marion  lodge  No.  6,  where 
he  then  resided.  In  1860  he  withdrew  from  membership 
and  his  name  appears  no  more  upon  Masonic  rosters. 


THOMAS  DOWNING. 


(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1855.) 

The  diverse  characters  and  occupations  of  men 
brought  together  by  the  binding  tie  of  fraternity  makes  of 
every  lodge  or  gathering  of  brothers  an  interesting  and 
profitable  study.  The  whole  outlook  on  life  may  with  each 
one  be  from  a  different  angle  of  vision.  They  may  and 
do  differ  radically  upon  the  problems  of  existence  and 
their  solutions.  In  religion  they  profess  varying  creeds 
and  in  politics  may  hold  to  opposing  parties.  But  as 
Masons  they  have  found  a  common  ground  of  agreement, 
a  broad  platform  on  which  all  may  stand.  Individuality 
is  not  repressed,  but  rather  heightened  where  there  is 
diversity  without  conflict.  In  the  Masonic  body  these  men 
of  varying  capacities  and  characteristics  fit  in  together, 
like  stones  of  many  shapes  to  the  perfect  adjustment  of 
strength  and  beauty.  We  believe  that  even  in  these  brief 
sketches  of  the  few  who  planted  Masonry  in  Cedar  Rap- 
Ids  we  may  understand  and  appreciate  the  unity  in  diver- 
sity which  made  the  new  lodge  successful  from  Its  Incep- 
tion. 

To  Mr.  F.  M.  Downing  of  Waverly,  a  son  of  our  late 
brother,  we  are  indebted  for  the  biographical  facts  which 
form  basis  for  this  sketch.  From  him  we  learn  that 
Thomas  Downing  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Posey 
county,  that  state,  in  1821.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and 
at  nineteen   came  with  his  newly  gained  knowledge  of 
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handicraft  to  the  new  territory  of  Iowa.  In  1840  Cedar 
Rapids  had  not  yet  a  name,  and  Marion,  where  our  broth- 
er settled,  was  barely  more  than  a  name.  Indeed,  one 
who  visited  the  site  of  tne  county  seat  a  year  previous, 
says  that  only  a  few  clump  of  bushes  marked  the  spot, 
the  log  cabin  of  L.  M.  Strong  standing  near  by  was  the  only 
Ihuman  habitation.  This  would  hardly  have  seemed  a 
likely  spot  for  sartorial  prosperity,  but  »ur  brother  was 
[versatile  in  ability  and  readily  adapted  himself  to  the 
requirements  of  the  place  and  time.  In  a  few  years  he 
came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  at  first  as  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Lawson  Daniels.  He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Preston 
Daniels,  of  that  firm.  Incidents  of  his  life  in  Cedar  Rap- 
ids are  few.  He  remained  here  only  until  1855,  and  the 
years  back  of  that  date  have  almost  faded  from  memory. 
Cedar  Rapids  and  Linn  county  are  unfortunate  in  that  the 
story  of  the  early  years  and  of  the  pioneer  residents  has 
not  been  written  by  competent  hands.  Nor  has  any  effort 
pf  importance  been  made  to  gather  and  preserve  the 
reminiscences  of  those  few  who  still  linger  beyond  the 
time  of  their  generation.  Only  one  of  the  contemporaries 
of  Mr.  Downing  has  been  able  to  describe  his  appearance 
and  manner.  From  him  we  learn  that  "he  was  of  medium 
size,  andi  a  man  of  very  fine  appearance.  His  disposition 
was  exceedingly  amiable,  and  he  was  a  man  highly  es- 
teemed and  respected." 

In  1855  he  became  connected  with  the  firm  of  Greene 
Bros.,  and  was  by  them  sent  to  Waverly  to  conduct  a 
store  at  that  place.  He  remained  in  this  Bremer  county 
town,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  In  business 
there,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  Waverly  January  4,  1896. 

Bro.  Downing's  Masonic  history  dates  from  Septem- 
ber 16,  1848,  at  which  time  he  made  petition  for  the  de- 
grees in  Marion  lodge  No.  6.  His  Initiation  occurred  Octo- 
ber 14,  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  was  conferred  November 
11,  and  he  was  raised  as  a  Master  Mason  on  December  14, 
1848.  Demitting  in  1850  to  join  in  organization  of  Ced- 
ar Rapids  lodge  he  was  the  first  treasurer  of  that  body. 
In  1852  he  was  secretary.     In  1853  and  '54  he  was  Senior 


History  Crescent  Lodge  453 

Warden  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1855.  He  remained  a 
member  of  the  lodge,  even  after  removing  to  Waverly, 
until  in  1857.  Then  he  secured  a  demit,  and'  his  was  the 
first  name  upon  petition  for  a  lodge  at  that  place.  In  con- 
sequence he  was  named  first  Master  of  Tyrell  L6dge  No. 
116,  and  there  retained  his  membership  until  death. 


NICHOLAS  B.  BROWN. 

Next  perhaps  to  the  name  of  George  Greene,  that  of 
this  brother  Is  most  Intimately  associated  with  the  early 
history  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  with  the  activities  which 
promoted  its  growth.  Whatever  line  of  inquiry  may  be 
chosen,  having  in  view  additional  knowledge  of  the  city 
in  Its  earlier  days,  one  comes  upon  new  evidences  of 
the  public-splritedness  and  indefatigable  zeal  of  N.  B. 
Brown.  "Nick  Brown,  as  we  all  called  him,"  writes 
Bro.  Carpenter,  "was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  town. 
He  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  when  I  reached 
Cedar  Rapids  (in  1849)  he  had  already  been  there  for 
several  years.  He  was  a  man  of  medium  height,  rather 
inclining  to  stoutness,  with  a  sandy  complexion  and:  a 
bristly  head  of  hair.  His  education  was  limited,  but  he 
had  a  good  understanding,  and  in  his  trade,  that  of  mill- 
wright, was  an  expert.  He  was  one  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  the  town.  He  constructed  the  first  dam  and 
erected  the  first  saw-mill,  and  followed  this  by  the  build- 
ing of  a  woolen  mill.  He  was  a  public-spirited  man  and 
always  worked  zealously  for  the  good  of  the  town.  I  knew 
him  long  and  intimately,  and  appreciated  him  as  one  of 
my  warmest  friends.  He  was  a  widower,  and  in  the  'ante- 
diluvian days'  he  and  I  used  to  go  on  courting  expeditions 
in  company.  He  once  had  a  distillery  on  McCloud's  Run. 
This  burned  down,  but  Nicholas  saved  several  barrels  of 
whisky.  And  to  this  day  I  refer  with  pleasure  to  Its  pe- 
culiar flavor.  N.  B.  (Brown  was  a  good  man  in  his  day 
and  generation,  and  the  lodge  ought  to  feel  proud  that 
he  was  one  of  the  founders." 
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Nicholas  B.  Brown  was  bom  In  Sussex  county.  New 
Jersey,  July  10,  1814.    But  lew  of  the  privileges  of  educa- 
tion were  available  to  his  childhood  and  youth.    But  the 
boy's  Quickness  of  comprehension  and  natural  parts  com- 
pensated in  great  measure  for  the  lack  of  learning.    His 
lather  was  a  mill-wright,  and  the  son  early  developed  a 
taste  and  aptitude  for  mechanic  skill.    He  became,  while 
yet   the   family   lived  in   Pennsylvania,   an   expert   in  hia 
trade.  This  knowledge  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  the  new 
western  community,  and  made  his  services  of  first  value 
to  those  who  were  struggling  to  tame  the  wilderness.    A 
lew  years    before   coming   to   Iowa   were   spent   by   Mr. 
Brown  in  Kentucky.    He  first  visited  Linn  county  early  in 
1840.     Being  then  on  a  prospecting  tour  he  visited  many 
western  points.     But  the  unused  water  power  of  the  rap- 
ids In  the  river  at  this  place  had  attracted  him.    As  a 
trained  mlll-wrlght  the  possibilities  of  the  site  were  evi- 
dent to  him.    Late  in  the  same  year  he  returned  to  the 
county  as   a  permanent   settler.    The  first  work  at  his 
trade  was  erection   of  a  saw-mill  at  Bertram  for  a  Mr. 
Doty.     He   also   purchased   considerable   property   in   and 
about  the  present  site  of  the  city.    These  holdings  were 
Increased  m  1841  when  In  company  with  George  Greene, 
H.  W.  Gray  and  Addison  Daniels.  Mr.  Brown  was  inter- 
ested  in   purchase   of  the    entire   claim   upon   which   the 
original  town  was  built.    This  was  conveyed  by  Osgood 
Shepard,  the   first    settler.    During   this    same   year   our 
Eubject  began  construction  of  a  dam  tor  utilization  of  the 
water  power.     "The  first  dam,"  says  Mr.  Carroll,  "was  a 
very  weak  and  temporary  affair,  made  of  brush  or  small 
trees,  with  stones  piled  upon  them.    The  brush  and  trees 
were  brought  down  the  river  in  flat  boats  from  the  neigh- 
boring islands,  and  the  stone  was  quarried  from  the  river 
bottoms  on  the  rapids.    It  was  a  long  and  tedious  job  to 
build  It,  and  when  completed  it  was  but  a  poor  make-shift, 
and  always  caused  trouble  whenever  there  was  a  rise  in 
the  river.     However,   it  answered  for   a  beginning,     and 
when  the  saw-mill  was  completed  in  1842,  and  the  waters 
of  the  Cedar  began  to  make  its  machinery  hum,  it  was 
the  beginning  of  a  new  period  lor  the  town  and  the  har- 
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binger  of  better  days  to  come."  During  the  time  that 
these  works  were  being  carried  forward  on  his  own  res- 
ponsibility Mr.  Brown  was  also  engaged  in  forwarding 
mill-work  for  others  at  various  points  in  this  section  of 
the  territory.  In  1846  he  enlarged  his  business  by  erec- 
tion of  a  woolen  mill,  which  was  a  very  decided  addition 
and  advantage  to  the  budding  city.  As  Bro.  Carpenter 
has  intimated  above  Mr.  Brown  was  for  a  time  proprietor 
of  a  small  distillery  at  McCloud's  Run,  just  north  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  This  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1861.  Besides 
these  active  properties  he  owned  and  operated  a  mill 
upon  Indian  Creek  near  Bertram,  and  had  another  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  at  this  point. 

Mr.  Carroll  thus  sketches  the  character  of  the  man: 
"The  one  dominant  characteristic  of  Mr.  Brown  was  his 
great  tenacity  of  purpose.  He  was  not  an  aggressive 
man,  but  rather  the  reverse.  But  he  had  the  gift  of  hang- 
ing on,  and  this,  doubtless,  was  what  brought  him  fortune 
at  last.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  many  a  shrewd 
business  man,  standing  m  his  place,  andi  possessing  his 
rare  advantages,  might  have  made  much  more  out  of 
the  property  he  controlled.  But  it  must  be  admitted  that 
Mr.  Brown  did  excellent  work  as  a  pioneer  settler,  in  mak- 
ing a  beginning  in  a  new  country,  and  under  many  ad- 
verse circumstances." 

As  the  town  grew  Mr.  Brown  reaped  reward  for  his 
earlier  labors  and  anxieties.  But  throughout  his  entire 
life  he  had  first  object  in  improvements  which  would  ben- 
efit the  community.  The  present  prosperous  city  owes 
much  to  his  far-sighted  work.  Our  subject  was  twice 
married,  the  second  wife  still  living  in  the  city. 

On  April  26,  1850,  N.  B.  Brown  petitioned  Marion  lodge 
No.  6  for  the  Masonic  degrees.  He  was  elected  and  ini- 
tiated May  25,  passed  June  8  and  raised  June  24,  1850. 
With  the  others  from  Cedar  Rapids  who  were  members 
of  No.  6  he  received  demit  September  21,  1850,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  original  petitioners  for  a  dispensation  for 
Cedar  Rapids  Lodge.  At  organization  of  that  body  he  was 
Its  fir^t  secretary.    In  1853  and  '54  he  was  Junior  Warden 
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and  was  advanced  to  the  west  in  1855.  In  1869  he  joined 
with  others  of  the  old  brothers  in  petition  foi'  a  new  lodge, 
and  was  thus  one  of  the  founders  of  Mt.  Harmon  No.  263. 
In  that  body  his  membership  continued  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  September  16,  1880. 


SAMUEL  F.   HOOK. 


The  aged  widow  of  our  brother  still  survives,  and  is 
a  resident  of  our  city.  To  her  memory  and  the  kind- 
ness of  a  son  we  are  indebted;  for  some  of  the  following 
particulars  and  for  portrait.  We  have  endeavored  to 
piece  out  the  information  thus  received,  that  this  sketch 
might  be  adequate  and  in  a  measure  satisfying. 

"Mr.  Samuel  Hook,"  says  George  R.  Carroll  in  his 
interesting  book  on  "Pioneer  Life  In  and  Around  Cedar 
Rapids,"  "was  one  of  the  earliest  of  our  merchants,  being 
outranked  in  time  only  by  Joseph  Greene  and  Charles  R. 
Mulford  [both  Masons.]  He  was  a  native  of  Staunton, 
Va.  He  had  been  clerking  for  a  Mr.  Cleveland,  a  mer- 
chant of  Toolsboro,  in  this  state,  previous  to  his  coming 
here.  Mr.  Cleveland  furnished  him  with  a  wagon-load  of 
goods  and  sent  him  to  Cedar  Rapids  to  dispose  of  this 
little  stock.  The  room  occupied  by  Mr.  Hook  was  said 
to  have  been  one  end  of  the  John  Young  cabin.  The 
stock,  of  course,  was  not  very  extensive,  being  drawn  by 
one  span  of  horses  and  loaded  into  an  ordinary  wagon. 
However,  I  dare  say  that  the  stock  was  large  enough  for 
the  room  in  which  it  was  displayed,  andi  quite  adequate, 
with  the  two  other  stores  here  at  this  time,  to  meet  the 
wants  of  our  limited  population  at  that  early  day.  As  near 
as  I  can  now  ascertain  he  did  not  continue  in  business  for 
himself  but  a  short  time,  but  closed  out  his  stock  to  Mr. 
Mulford  and  engaged  with  him  as  clerk. 

"Mr.  Hook  was  a  tall  man,  well-developed  physically, 
of  a  pleasant,  open  countenance  and  withal  affable  and 
courteous  in  his  manners.  For  some  years  he  was  a 
clerk  in  the  store  of  L.  Daniels  &  Co.     In  1855  or  1856  he 
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moved  to  Janesville,  this  state,  where  he  continued  for 
several  years  in  the  mercantile  business.  Later  he  re- 
turned to  hiS'  old  home  at  Toolsboro,  where  he  died  August 
10,  1868.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Arvin  Kennedy,  who 
came  to  this  place  in  1848,  removing  from  Jones  county." 

Another  authority  writing  long  before  the  date  of 
Mr.  Carroll's  book  claims  for  Bro.  Hook  that  he  was  the 
first  merchant  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  that  he  came  to  the 
then  village  at  an  earlier  date  than  that  fixed  by  Mr. 
Carroll.  Our  subject  was  born  at  Staunton,  Virginia,  in 
August,  1824.  He  came  to  Cedar  Rapids,  says  his  son, 
in  1845.  His  pursuits  were  about  as  stated  above.  His 
Ihome  was  located  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Farm- 
ers' Insurance  Company's  building.  He  owned  these  lots, 
but  they  were  without  much  value  at  that  time.  The  old 
time  residents  of  the  city  have  many  happy  memories  and 
pleasant  stories  to  relate  of  this  genial,  unassuming  maa. 
These  tend  to  throw  lighi  upon  a  kindly  character,  though 
they  are  of  a  too  vaguely  reminiscent  character  to  fit  into 
a  concise  biographical  sketch.  He  was  a  lover  of  animals, 
and  had  the  faculty  of  taming  and  making  pets  of  very 
unlikely  subjects.  Our  old  brother,  I.  N.  Whlttam,  re- 
calls with  appreciation  the  surprises  and  mischiefs  caused 
by  "Sam  Hook's  bear,"  which  animal  seems  to  have  been 
a  privileged  character  in  the  village.  Bro.  Hook  was,  aa 
we  are  informed,  one  of  those  kindly  and  generous  souls, 
optimistic  and  easy-going,  upon  whom  Fortune  rarely 
smiles.  He  left  Cedar  Rapids  In  1855,  going  to  Janesville, 
Iowa,  where  for  some  years  he  ran  a  small  general  store. 
Prom  thence  he  went  to  Toolsboro,  at  which  place  he  died 
in  1868. 

Samuel  P.  Hook  petitioned  for  the  Masonic  degrees  In 
Marion  lodge  No.  6,  on  February  16, 1849.  He  was  initiated 
February  24;  passed  to  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  March  10, 
and  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason 
March  24,  1849.  In  1850  he  was  named  as  a  member  of  the 
Charitable  Committee  of  that  lodge,  and  was  serving  as 
such  until  September  21,  1850.  At  that  time  he,  with  Bros. 
Downing,  Kelsey,  Vardy  and  Browp,  asked  for  and  received 
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demits  tliat  they  might  organize  Crescent  Lodge.  At  insti- 
tution Bro.  Hook  was  appointed  tyler,  and  occupied  place 
at  the  outer  door  lor  several  years.  His  name,  with  that 
of  Bro.  James  Keeler,  also  of  our  charter  list,  appears  on 
the  petition  for  a  lodge  at  Janesville.  Upon  the  organiza- 
tion of  Equity  Lodge  No.  131,  at  that  place,  Bro.  Hook  was 
a  very  active  and  valuable  member.  Indeed,  with  him 
Masonry  was  an  affair  of  the  heart.  In  his  later  days,  says 
the  son,  Bro.  Hook  regretted  that  he  had  not  kept  up  his 
affiliations,  even  though  removed  from  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  a  lodge. 


JOHN  H.  KELSEY. 


The  gathering  of  material  for  biographical  sketches  of 
the  eight  original  members  of  Crescent  lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  this  city,  has  been  a  task  which  can  only  be  appreciated 
by  those  who  have  attempted  work  of  a  similar  character. 
Two  of  the  men  who  thus  associated  themselves  in  1850 —  ■ 
George  Greene  and  Nicholas  B.  Brown — were  well  remem- 
bered and  material  for  biography  is  plentiful  and  easily 
available.  But  it  tested  the  historian  to  follow  dim  trails 
through  the  almost  forgotten  years  and  trace  out  the  lives 
of  others  of  this  little  group  of  pioneers.  Yet  all  have  now 
been  accounted  for. 

The  brief  records  of  these  pioneer  lives  have  in  them 
much  to  repay  careful  thought.  Each  one  Is  represen- 
tative of  a  class  of  early  settlers,  and  these  simple  histories 
of  individuals  are  epitomes  of  the  times.  Yet  at  the  best 
we  can  but  construct  a  skeleton  of  facts;  knowledge  or 
fancy  of  the  reader  must  clothe  this  with  flesh  and  blood. 
Our  old  brothers  will  be  to  us  very  real  persons  if  we 
but  fit  them  again  to  their  past  time  and  place.  And  hav- 
ing some  inkling  of  manner  and  characteristic  we  should 
be  able  to  judge  fairly  of  actions  and  even  of  opinions. 
The  invaluable  notes  supplied  by  Past  Master  S.  D.  Car- 
penter again  assist  in  preparing  this  sketch.  "When  I 
knew  John  H.  Kelsey  in  1850,"  he  says,  "he  was  a  man  of 
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about  28  or  30  years  of  age — a  medium  sized,  sort  of  a 
stocky  man.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  as  such 
built  some  of  the  earliest  houses  of  the  town.  He  was 
also,  when  I  reached  Cedar  Rapids  (in  1849)  connected 
with  old  John  Coffman,  who  kept  the  first  hotel — a  two- 
story  frame  house  and  unplastered — where  I  boarded  for 
the  first  year.  Kelsey  remained  only  a  few  years,  going, 
I  think,  to  Vinton,  and  afterwards  to  Waterloo." 

In  the  order  of  information  received  and  of  writing, 
this  sketch  of  Bro.  Kelsey  is  last  of  the  original  petitioners 
— and  now  we  may  bring  to  mind  a  completed  group  pic- 
ture of  the  first  lodge  meeting.  Bro.  Whittam  has  else- 
where described  the  place  in  which  our  Masonic  fathers 
gathered  and  the  rude  furniture  which  sufficed  them. 
There  was  Bro.  Keeler,  already  an  old  man,  scholarly  and 
dignified,  bringing  from  his  eastern  home  a  knowledge  of 
tlie  craft  under  settled  conditions;  Bro.  Greene,  the  Master, 
capable  and  resourceful,  but  with  scant  knowledge  of  lodge 
procedure  and  not  fully  Informed  of  ritualistic  requirement; 
Bro.  Isaac  Cook,  alert  and  enthusiastic,  a  host  in  himself, 
with  a  store  of  wit  and  wisdom  and  blessed  above  most 
of  his  fellows  in  having  Masonic  experience;  and  dear  old 
Bro.  John  Vardy,  serious-minded  and  altogether  lovable  in 
manly  Christian  character.  His  masonry  also  was  of  an 
older  growth  and  his  words  had  weight  and  directness. 
And  what  rich,  full-flavored  jests  had  utterance  in  the 
tyler's  little  room,  where  Bro.  Hook  guarded  the  outer  door. 
For  he  was  a  man  of  infinite  humor  and  withal  as  kindly- 
hearted  as  a  child.  Bro.  N.  B.  Brown,  not  long  a  Mason, 
but  full  of  projects  and  prophecy,  for  he,  first  of  these 
all,  declared  that  Cedar  Rapids  lodge  would  grow  and 
become  great,  even  as  the  village  was  destined  to  expand 
into  a  city.  And  to  make  his  words  good  for  city  and  lodge, 
he  put  into  both  his  energy  and  push,  and  lived  to  see 
craft  and  town  greater  than  even  he  had  dared  to  hope. 
Bro.  Thomas  Downing,  modest  and  reserved,  knowing  yet 
but  little  of  the  great  fraternity,  yet  having  the  true 
Masonic  aptitude  and  willingness  to  learn.  And  lastly, 
the  subject  of  our  present  sketch,  junior  deacon  of  the 
lodge,  rather  attentive  to  commands  within,  for  few  alarms 
could  come  without.    A  young  Mason  among  his  fellows. 
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eager  and  vigorous  and  outspoken.  Such  were  the  men 
who  brought  Masonry  into  Cedar  Rapids  more  than  half 
a  century  ago.  Upon  the  scattered  graves  of  each  of  these 
Crescent  lodge  would  thus  place  the  acacia  sprig  of  loving 
and  everlasting  remembrance. 

John  H.  Kelsey  was  born  at  Lewiston,  New  York, 
July  13,  1819.  He  was  raised  on  a  farm  about  half  a  mile 
below  Devil's  Hole,  in  the  Niagara  river.  The  rudiments  of 
education  were  received  in  district  school,  after  which  he 
attended  Lewiston  Academy.  Upon  leaving  that  institution 
he  went  west  to  Michigan  City.  This  was,  however,  only 
a  sort  of  trial  trip  to  view  the  newer  country.  He  rs- 
mained  but  one  year,  afterward  returning  to  the  old  home. 
But  the  western  fever  was  in  his  blood,  and  in  1848  he 
joined  in  that  new  tide  of  magnificent  manhood  which 
broke  and  spread  just  beyond  the  Mississippi.  In  the 
year  mentioned  our  subject  found  at  Cedar  Rapids  the 
opportunities  which  he  sought  and  here  made  his  home. 
The  skilled  artisan  was  a  welcome  addition  to  the  young 
community  and  his  services  were  in  constant  demand.  But 
he  had  not  yet  found  the  place  where  he  might  perman- 
ently set  up  the  household  gods,  and  was  among  the  first 
of  the  original  eight  to  leave  the  town.  Within  a  very 
few  years  he  moved  tO'  Vinton,  where  on  March  10,  1863, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Webb  of  that 
place.  He  was  engaged  in  the  implement  business  at 
Vinton. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  civil  war  he  removed  to 
Carroll,  Iowa.  Here  he  bought  considerable  real  estate 
and  also  owned  and  managed  an  implement  store.  Our 
brother  was  a  shrewd  and  successful  business  man,  and 
each  change  brought  to  him  enlarged  opportunity.  His 
wife  died  August  30,  1870.  With  this  breaking  of  the 
home  he  sold  his  property  and  business  at  Carroll,  and  for 
a  time  was  employed  as  tra.veling  agent  by  a  harvester 
company.  He  was  married  again  August  22,  1871,  to  Miss 
Jennie  Haskell,  and  for  a  time  lived  in  Waterloo.  In  1879 
he  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  resided  in  this  city  for 
two  years,  leaving  for  Clearwater,  Nebraska,  in  1881.  There 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  death  occurred 
on  Tuesday,  August  28,  1894,  as  result  of  a  sudden  stroke 
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of  apoplexy.  It  was  fitting  end  to  a  long  and  active  life. 
He  laid  down  without  pause  the  working  tools  and  passed 
at  once  into  the  hidden  chambers  of  the  temple. 

One  who  knew  him  well  In  later  years  thus  wrote 
of  his  character:  "Positive  in  his  natural  temperament, 
Mr.  Kelsey  was  always  outspoken  in  the  advocacy  of  any- 
thing that  met  his  approval  and  which  he  believed  to  be 
right.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  promote  anything  that 
would  better  the  community  in  which  he  lived."  During 
all  the  years  and  in  all  changes  of  place  Bro.  Kelsey  re- 
tained his  Masonic  affiliation,  and  at  the  time  of  death 
was  a  member  of  Trowel  lodge  No.  71,  of  Neligh,  Nebraska, 
which  body  performed  the  last  services  of  the  fraternity 
at  his  graveside.  It  was  said  at  the  time  that  Bro.  Kelsey 
was  the  oldest  Mason  in  Nebraska,  his  record  stretching 
back  for  forty-six  years. 

John  H.  Kelsey  received  his  Masonic  degrees  in  Mar- 
ion lodge  No.  6.  His  petition  was  received  and  referred 
in  that  body  Aug.  4,  lg'49.  The  Entered  Apprentice  de- 
gree was  conferred  Sept.  S,  1849,  the  Fellow  Craft  on 
March  30,  18S0,  and  on  the  same  date  he  was  raised  to  the 
Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason.  With  the  others  from 
this  city,  he  demittedi  from  No.  6  on  Sept.  21,  1850,  that 
together  they  might  petition  for  dispensation  and  form  a 
lodge  in  Cedar  Rapids.  Upon  organization  he  was  named 
as  Junior  Deacon. 

The  dates  as  given  in  the  sketch  are  furnished  by 
courtesy  of  a  son,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Kelsey,  of  Neligh,  Neb. 
There  was  at  first  some  confusion  as  to  date  of  Mr.  Kel- 
sey's  removal  from  Cedar  Rapids.  Upon  the  evidence  of 
our  returns  Bro.  Kelsey  was  elected  Junior  Warden  of  the 
lodge  in  1856.  The  records  also  show  that  he  was  car- 
ried upon  the  rolls  of  this  lodge  until  the  Masonic  year 
1865,  when  his  demission  is  noted.  We  believe  that  1863 
would  be  correct  date  of  his  leaving  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
that  he  did  not  demit  until  some  two  years  afterwards. 
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STEPHEN   L.  POLLOCK. 


It  is  to  be  regretted  tnat  so  little  can  be  gathered  of 
these  old  worthies,  even  after  every  reasonable  exertion 
has  been  made.  In  the  present  case  the  historian  is  in- 
debted for  facts  to  Miss  Adelaide  L.  Pollock,  of  Seattle, 
Wash.,  daughter  of  our  subject.  To  her  kindness  also 
are  we  indebted  for  the  portrait  which  preserves  to  us 
the  lineaments  of  another  charter  member.  "I  have  been 
away  from  my  father's  home  for  many  years,"  says  this 
lady,  "and  while  alive  my  father  was  not  given  to  talk 
much  of  himself.  For  these  reasons  I  am  afraid  my  in- 
formation will  be  incomplete." 

Stephen  L.  Pollock  was  born  March  12,  1824,  In  Mc- 
Kean  Township,  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania..  There  Is 
direct  tracing  of  the  lineage  to  Robert  Pollock,  who  came 
from  England  to  the  American  colonies  in  1660.  It  is  of 
record  that  this  emigrant  was  given  liberal  grant  of  land 
on  the  east  shore  of  Maryland  by  Lord  Baltimore,  the 
original  grantee  of  that  colony.  The  line  continued  in 
Maryland,  and  presumably  upon  the  ancestral  property, 
until  about  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  then 
head  of  the  family,  Davidi  Pollock,  cast  in  his  lot  with 
the  patriots,  and  served  with  credit  and  some  distinction 
in  the  army  under  Washington.  He  was  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject.  At  close  of  the  war  and  with  indepen- 
dence of  the  colonies  David  Pollock  removed  to  the  new- 
pr  portion  of  Pennsylvania,  where  a  new  home  was 
made.  A  son,  Robert  Pollock,  was  educated  and  practiced 
as  a  physician.  He  was  the  father  of  Stephen  Pollock. 
Attracted  to  California  in  an  early  day  he  died  there, 
leaving  his  family  to  the  care  of  his  son  Stephen. 

The  date  when  Stephen  Pollock  came  to  Cedar  Rap- 
ids can  not  be  definitely  fixed,  but  it  is  known,  that  he  was 
among  the  very  earliest  settlers.  His  marriage,  to  Miss 
Marilla  Lucore,  is  of  record  as  occurring  March  18, 
1844.  Bro.  Pollock  is  said  to  have  built  the  third  house 
on  the  site  of  the  present  city.    He  engaged  in  business 
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as  the  pioneer  blacksmith  of  Cedar  Rapids.  After  a  time, 
as  the  city  developed,  his  trade  grew  beyond  the  small 
blacbsmith  shop  and  he  built  up  reputation  and  became 
prosperous  as  a  skilled  machinist.  He  remained  in  the 
town  and  thus  engaged  until  1865.  In  the  latter  year  he 
started  for  California,  but  while  on  the  journey  west- 
ward suddenly  decided  to  make  stop  at  Virginia  City, 
Nevada.  Here  he  stayed  for  one  year,  when  he  again 
Istarted  for  the  Golden  State,  but  again  halted  at  Port- 
Hand,  Oregon,  where  he  lived  for  several  years.  At  this 
latter  place  his  wife  died  in  1873.  Bro.  Pollock  was 
again  married  in  August,  1884,  to  Mrs.  Martha  Guild. 
He  livedi  in  California  for  several  years,  but  returned  to 
Oregon,  where  he  died  at  Hood  River  April  30,  1902. 

We  are  again  indebted  to  Bro.  S.  D.  Carpenter  for 
additional  particulars.  His  brief  note  on  this  brother 
reads:  "Stephen  L.  Pollock  was,  I  believe,  the  first  to  es- 
tablish a  blacksmithing  business  in  Cedar  Rapids.  He 
was  connected  with  the  late  William  Stewart,  who  sub- 
sequently became  his  brother-in-law.  At  the  time  Cres- 
icent  lodge  was  established  Stephen  Pollock  was  about 
28  years  of  age.  He  was  above  medium  height,  thin  but 
muscular,  and  of  a  sandy  complexion.  He  was  a  maa 
much  esteemed,  and  was   a  very  skilful  workman." 

As  to  the  Masonic  history  of  Bro.  Pollock  there  is 
no  Information.  It  does  not  appear  in  the  records  of 
Marion  lodge  that  he  had  ever  visited  there  prior  to 
Crescent's  organization,  as  was  the  case  with  all  other 
charter  members.  The  only  elective  ofllce  he  held  in  our 
body  was  that  of  Senior  Warden  in  1856.  Yet  in  all 
things  Masonic  he  was  an  earnest  worker,  conscientious 
and  high-minded.  The  strongest  tributes  are  paid  his 
memory  as  a  man  and  brother  by  those  among  the  an- 
cients who  still  survive.  Nor  is  it  known,  either  to  his 
friends  or  family,  whether  he  renewed  his  Masonic 
affiliations  after  he  left  Cedar  Rapids. 
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SEYMOUR  D.  CARPENTER. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1853.) 

As  Is  stated,  elsewhere  in  these  pages,  the  brother 
named!  above  was  the  first  initiate  of  Crescent  lodge.  The 
original  petitioners  were  of  sufficient  number  to  fill  the 
offices,  and  these,  with  the  Grand  Master,  on  evening  of 
institution  conferred  the  three  degrees  upon  Bro.  Carpen- 
ter. He  was  a  man  of  affairs,  very  closely  andl  prominently 
identified  with  the  life  of  the  village.  He  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  those  who  met  fifty-five  years  ago  and  planted  the 
fraternity  in  Cedar  Rapids.  To  him  appeal  was  made  for 
a  chapter,  autobiographic  and  reminiscent,  which  should 
deal  with  men  and  events  of  the  lodge  and  the  town.  The 
following  pages  were  written  in  response.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  anything  else  in  the  book  will  present  so  much  ot 
interest,  and  no  apology  need  be  made  for  space  thus  oc- 
cupied. 

I  was  born  near  Lancaster  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio, 
on  April  20,  1826.  The  family  to  which  I  belonged  were 
descendants  of  Heinrich  Zimmerman,  who  with  his  wife 
and  two  children,  had  emigrated  from  the  Canton  of  Berne, 
in  Switzerland  to  Pennsylvania,  in  1706.  He  obtained  a 
grant  of  land  from  Wm.  Penn,  in  which  grant  Penn  Angli- 
cised his  name,  Carpenter  being  the  equivalent  of  Zim- 
merman, and  by  that  name  the  family  has  since  been 
known.  After  remaining  nearly  one  hundred  years  in 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  family  in  the  mean- 
time having  become  very  numerous,  two  of  my  great-grand- 
fathers, both  of  whom  were  'Carpenters  by  name  and  had 
large  families,  concluded  to  emigrate  to  the  Northwestera 
territory,  as  all  that  country  north  of  the  Ohio  river  was 
then  called.  The  first  detachment  of  the  clan  reached 
the  Hocking  river  in  the  new  country  in  1798.  Fairfield 
county  had  not  then  been  formedi,  nor  had  Lancaster  been 
laid  out,  and  all  was  a  heavily  timliered  wilderness.  Both 
grandfathers  had  been  soldiers  in  the  revolution,  and  one, 
until  the  time  he  left,  had  been  an  associate  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania. 
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They  were  among  the  first  settlers  to  arrive,  and  took  up 
six  sections  of  land  immediately  adjoining  the  section  on 
which  Lancaster  was  subsequently  laid  out.  At  their  re- 
quest Ebenezer  Zane,  who  laidi  out  the  town,  named  it  New 
Lancaster  after  Lancaster,  Pa.,  which  had  been  their  old 
home.  In  my  early  days  it  was  still  a  very  new  country, 
and  the  great  majority  of  the  people  lived  in  log  houses 
and  were  very  primitive  in  their  habits.  I  remember  well 
the  log  school  house,  with  the  long,  horizontal  window, 
only  one  pane  wide,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the 
(building,  which  had  a  clapboard  roof,  and  puncheon  floor, 
and  in  which  ruled  with  a  long  hazel  rod  a  severe  master, 
who  strictly  followed)  the  scriptural  injunction;  and  if  we 
were  spoiled,  it  was  not  his  fault.  I  grew  up  on  the  farm, 
doing  all  the  kinds  of  work  that  boys  of  the  time  did,  and 
jn  looking  back  I  realize  that  it  v?as  a  healthy  mode  of  life, 
with  but  few  hardships,  interspersed  with  many  pleasures. 
When  about  fourteen  my  father  sent  me  to  Granville  col- 
lege at  Granville,  Ohio,  where  I  remained  a  few  years  and 
then  I  was  put  at  Granfield  academy,  near  Lancaster,  Ohio, 
conducted  by  Dr.  Williams,  a  very  celebrated  teacher  in 
his  day,  and  among  his  pupils  many  became  distinguished 
men  in  various  walks  of  life.  At  the  a«e  of  nineteen,  hav- 
gone  through  the  academy,  I  was  anxious  to  see  something 
of  the  world,  and  much  against  the  wishes  of  my  parents 
I  started  out  to  seek  my  fortune.  My  father  gave  me  a 
horse  and  a  little  money.  I  rode  to  Cincinnati,  went  aboard 
a  steamboat  with  my  horse,  and  in  about  a  week  was 
landed  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  Then  I  rode  back  into  the  coun- 
try to  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  where  I  engaged  myself  as 
teacher  to  a  planter  who  had  seven  sons,  the  eldest  near 
my  age.  Little  as  I  knew,  my  pupils  knew  still  less,  and 
I  got  along  very  well.  It  was  a  large  plantation,  with  near- 
ly one  hundred!  slaves  of  all  ages.  Cotton  and  corn  were 
the  crops.  The  planter  was  a  genial,  whole-souled  man, 
about  50  years  of  age.  He  was  not  unkind  to  his  slaves, 
and  to  me  a  father  could  not  have  been  more  considerate. 
I  was  in  the  family  almost  a  year,  and  had  a  very  good  timei 
but  young  as  I  was  and  with  a  sort  of  romantic  feeling 
towards  the  southern  chivalry,  slavery  made  a  very  pain- 
ful impression  upon  me. 
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Meantime  my  father  urged  me  to  return  home,  as  my 
mother  was  in  precarious  health.  With  but  few  regrets  I 
turned  my  face  northward  and  was  soon  again  with  the 
family.  I  was  now  in  my  twenty-first  year,  and  had  to  de- 
cide on  an  occupation.  I  wished  to  read  law,  but  there 
was  a  family  prejudice  against  the  profession.  I  there- 
fore concluded  to  study  medicine  and  accordingly  entered 
as  a  student  the  office  of  Drs.  Boerstler  &  Edwards,  who 
were  among  the  leading  physicians.  There  for  a  year  I  read 
books  that  were  full  of  what  are  now  exploded  theories 
and  practice,  at  the  end  of  which  time  I  was  sent  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  where  two  years  after  I  was 
graduated  as  a  doctor  of  medicine.  Returning  home  In 
the  spring  of  1849,  I  remained  but  a  few  months  and  then 
started  west  "to  grow  up  with  the  country."  I  again  rode 
to  Cincinnati  on  horseback  took  steamer  to  St.  Louis, 
thence  by  another  boat  up  the  Illinois  river  to  Haverville. 
Not  liking  the  place,  I  rode  west  and  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi at  Quincy  and  went  to  KlrkvIUe  in  Missouri.  Still  not 
pleased,  I  turned  north  and  went  to  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  where 
I  met  Judge  Greene,  then  a  member  of  the  supreme  bench 
Of  Iowa.  He  persuaded  me  that  Cedar  Rapids  was  in  the  near 
future  to  become  a  metropolis,  and  I  decided  to  go  there. 
After  four  days'  hard  riding  and  swimming  several  swollen 
streams,  I  struck  the  town  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  of 
June,  1849.  I  crossed  the  river  on  a  rope  ferry  operated  by 
David  King,  who  lived  in  a  cabin  on  the  west  side.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  river  stoodi  a  cabin,  once  the  home  of  a 
man  named  Shepherd,  and  said  to  have  been  the  resort  of 
thieves  in  an  earlier  day.  I  cannot  say  that  I  was  very 
favorably  impressed  by  the  thirty  or  forty  mostly  one- 
story  unpainted  houses  that  were  scattered  about  near 
the  river.  There  seemed  to  be  a  great  deal  of  sand,  and  tha 
houses  were  so  situated  that  there  was  no  sign  of  a  street. 
There  were  three  two-story  houses,  one  on  the  river  near 
the  foot  of  what  is  now  Third  avenue,  called  the  "Park 
House,"  in  which  the  Greenes  had  their  store;  one  on 
Second  street  in  which  John  CofEman  kept  a  hotel,  and  one 
on  Third  avenue,  back  of  the  Dows  &  Ely  block,  also  a  ho- 
tel, but  keeper's  name  forgotten.  I  was  discouraged  and 
would  have  traveled  further  but  only  had  about  ten  dol- 
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lars  left,  and  from  necessity  had  to  stop.  I  put  up  at  the 
Coffman  hotel,  which,  as  I  have  said,  was  a  two-story  struc- 
ture with  a  wing.  It  had  been  built  of  unseasoned  oak  lum- 
ber and  was  not  plastered.  The  whole  of  the  second  story 
of  the  main  building  was  in  one  room,  and  contained  eight 
or  ten  beds  and  was  the  common  sleeping  room  of  the 
guests.  The  lumber  had  shrunk  and  there  could  be  no 
complaint  as  to  ventilation,  however  short  the  accommoda- 
tions might  be  in  other  respects.  I  had  hardly  got  settled 
before  I  was  interviewed!  by  old  Joe  Leverich,  a  noted 
character  of  Linn  county  of  that  day.  He  was  known  as 
the  "Bogus  Coon,"  because  as  was  alleged,  he  had  to  do 
with  counterfeiters.  He  was  a  power  in  politics  and  was 
the  kind  of  a  man  from  which  the  medern  "boss"  has  evo- 
luted.  Joe  looked  me  over,  asked  where  I  was  from,  where 
I  was  going,  what  my  business  was,  etc.,  etc.  I  was  some- 
what indignant  and  tried  to  be  sarcastic,  but  Joe,  in  ter- 
minating his  interview,  squelched  me  by  remarking: 
"Young  man,  a  fellow  that  wears  such  a  hat  as  you  do 
may  pass  in  this  country,  but  I  consider  it  d — d  doubtful." 
I  unfortunately  wore  a  "plug"  hat,  which  was  not  the  style 
in  Iowa  a  half  century  ago.  In  subsequent  years  Joe  and  I 
became  fast  friends  and  I  became  quite  convinced  that  the 
shady  stories  told  of  him  were  the  talk  of  enemies  who 
were  Jealous  of  him  because  he  was  smarter  than  the 
great  majority  of  them.  I  was  with  him  when  he  died, 
and,  although  a  freethinker,  he  passed  away  with  all  the 
calmness  of  a  stoic  philosopher. 

Within  a  week  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town.  Among  the  leading  persons  were  WUliam 
and  Joseph  Greene,  brothers  of  the  judge,  Lowell  and 
Lawson  Daniels,  Homer  Bishop  and  John  Weare,  all  of 
whom  were  merchants.  The  three  stores  of  which  they 
were  the  proprietors  would  not  compare  well  with  the 
department  stores  of  today,  but  all  the  same  they  were  de- 
partment stores,  and  in  their  miscellaneous  stocks  the  cus- 
tomer could  iind  all  he  wanted  from  castor  oil  to  broad- 
axes.  Pollock  &  Stewart,  were  the  backsmiths,  and  the 
carpenters  and  wagonmakers  were  also  represented,  but 
I  cannot  recall  their  names.  There  was  also  a  saloon, 
kept  by  James  Leverich,  a  brother  of  Joe,  a  respectable 
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man  and  a  good  Mason.  The  inhabitants  were  mostly 
young  people,  John  Weare,  iSr.,  Deacon  Kennediy  and  Por- 
ter Earl  being  the  exceptions.  I  found  three  doctors  al- 
ready located — Dr.  Mansfield,  Dr.  Traer  and  Dr.  Larrabee, 
the  latter  being  what  they  called  a  "steam  doctor."  Isaac 
Cook  and  Henry  Harmon  represented  the  law.  The  town 
was  by  no  means  dull.  Immigrants  were  coming  daily, 
and  the  saw  mill  operated  by  John  Weare,  Jr.,  was  kept 
busy  cutting  lumber  for  the  new  houses  that  were  going 
up.  There  was  no  church  building,  but  Parson  Jones 
preached  in  the  school  house,  as  did  preachers  of  other 
denominations,  and  Sunday  schools  and  Bible  classes  were 
in  full  blast.  On  the  Fourth  of  July  a  grand  ball  was  given 
at  the  Coffman  hotel,  to  which  flocked  young  people  from 
Marion  and  all  the  surrounding  country.  There  were  at 
least  fifty  couples.  The  beds  were  removed  from  our  com- 
mon sleeping  quarters,  which,  decorated  with  green  boughs, 
became  a  ballroom.  Every  part  of  the  house  was  crowded 
and  the  fun  was  fast  and!  furious.  Only  one  mishap  slightly 
marred  the  festivity.  Near  a  stovepipe  hole  at  one  end 
of  the  room,  the  floor  was  defective  and!  a  husky  reveler 
of  more  than  ordinary  weight,  while  executing  the  double 
shuffle,  broke  through  and  fell  upon  the  heads  below.  No 
injury  was  done  and  the  dance  went  on. 

Dr.  Mansfield  took  me  as  a  partner,  and  in  company 
with  Judge  Cook,  we  had  a  room,  10x16,  in  a  small  one- 
story  buildSng  opposite  the  mill,  the  other  part  being  oc- 
cupied by  S.  L.  Pollock  and  family.  His  blacksmith  shop 
was  near  by.  Our  medicines  were  kept  on  a  shelf  and  a 
store  box  made  a  table.  Our  bunks  occupied  one  side  and 
a  few  stools  and  two  split-bottomed  chairs  made  up  our 
furniture.  We  took  our  meals  at  the  CoHman  house.  Our 
field  of  practice  embraced  the  settlers,  not  numerous,  in 
the  valleys  of  the  Cedar  and  Iowa  rivers  and  their  tribu- 
taries. We  made  very  long  rides.  I  was  called  to  see  a 
patient  two  miles  above  the  present  town  of  Vinton,  not 
then  begun.  I  got  lost  in  the  night  and  waited  for  daylight 
under  a  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  the  very  spot 
Where  Vinton  now  stands.  Bilious  fever  and  ague  were 
the  prevailing  diseases,  all  the  newcomers  having  to  un- 
dergo one  or  both.    As  patients  and  clients  were  not  very 
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numerous,  we  had  a  good  deal  of  leisure.  Judge  Cook 
was  a  fine  reader  and  we  took  turns  at  Shakespeare,  a 
copy  of  which  we  fortunately  posessed.  During  the  sum- 
mer Dr.  Mansfieldi  and  myself  built  a  story  and  a  halt 
ofiSce  on  Commercial  street,  about  the  middle  of  the  block 
on  which  the  Daniels  store  was  located.  We  had  a  mall 
three  times  a  week  from  Dubuque  and  Iowa  City.  The 
Higley  Brothers  did  the  service  in  a  two-horse  hack.  I  think 
Joseph  Greene  was  postmaster.  John  Weare,  Sr.,  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  He  was  a  very  original  character,  fond 
of  company  and  full  of  interesting  reminiscences  extend- 
ing back  to  the  war  of  1812,  in  which  he  had  lost  a  leg. 
His  small  office  was  in  the  rear  of  Mrs.  Ely's  residence, 
which  stood  on  the  ground  where  the  Dows  &  Ely  block 
now  is.  He  gave  "nicknames"  to  many  people  and  places 
which  stuck  to  them  like  burrs.  The  First  Presbyterian 
or  Congregational  church  building  was  begun  that  sum- 
mer, and  as  the  walls  were  built  of  cement,  old  Mr.  Weare 
pamed  it  the  "Muddy,"  which  it  retained  to  the  last  day  of 
its  existence. 

Many  buildings  were  put  up  that  year,  with  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  population.  All  the  people  were  full 
of  hope  and  ambition.  We  began  to  talk  of  railroads.  The 
people  of  Dubuque  and  Keokuk,  the  leading  river  towns, 
started  a  scheme  for  a  road  running  through  the  interior 
and  connecting  them.  The  people  along  the  line,  at  Cas- 
cade, Anamosa,  Marion,  Cedar  Rapids,  Washington  and 
Fairfield  eagerly  endorsed  the  project,  meetings  were  held 
and  it  was  resolved  to  hold  two  delegate  conventions,  on 
the  same  day,  one  at  Anamosa,  the  other  at  Fairfield. 
We  had  a  rousing  meeting  in  Cedar  Rapids.  There  were 
nearly  a  hundred  people  present  and  resolved  to  have  the 
railroad  forthwith.  From  our  standpoint  it  was  the  gOT- 
ernment's  duty  to  donate  land,  and  for  eastern  people  to 
furnish  the  money.  Delegates  were  chosen  to  both  conven- 
tions. Dr.  John  F.  Ely  and  myself  were  selected  to  go 
to  Fairfield.  Both  conventions  were  to  be  held  on  the  6Ui 
of  December,  1849.  We  left  Cedar  Rapids  on  the  3d  of 
December  and  after  three  days'  hardi  and  cold  traTel 
reached  Fairfield.  Marion  sent  Col.  I.  M.  Preston  and  Dr. 
Ristine.    The  convention  met  in  a  small  school  house.    All 
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the  counties  were  represented.  The  Hon.  C.  W.  Slagle  oC 
Fairfield,  then  a  very  young  man,  was  chosen  president. 
I  was  chosen  secretary.  The  little  school  house  was 
pacaied,  and  if  any  doubt  the  courage  and  scope  of  that 
convention,  let  him  look  up  the  old  file  of  newspapers 
of  that  day  and  read.  Dr.  Ballard  of  Iowa  City,  Stewart 
Goodsel  of  Brighton,  Joseph  Casey  of  Keokuk  county  and 
General  Ver  Plane  Van  Antwerp  were  present  and  took 
active  part.  We  parted  for  our  various  homes  thinking 
the  work  half  done,  but  sad  to  relate.  Cedar  Rapids  had  to 
wait  ten  years  longer  for  the  locomotive.  These  two  meet- 
ings were,  as  I  think,  the  first  railroad  conventions  held 
in  the  interior  of  the  state.  Soon  opposition  schemes  were 
started  for  east  andi  west  lines,  and  our  project  was  igno- 
miniously  called  the  "Ram's  Horn."  The  next  year  was 
quite  a  stirring  one.  New  people  were  coming  in  great 
numbers,  but  many  were  leaving,  for  the  California  fever 
had  broken  out.  Several  outfits  left  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
with  one  of  them  Dr.  Mansfield,  my  partner,  whose  place 
was  taken  by  Dr.  S.  C.  Koontz,  a  cousin  of  mine,  one  well 
known  to  the  old  citizens.  That  year  the  first  brick  build- 
ings were  erected,  a  dwelling  on  Iowa  avenue  near 
Greene's  opera  house,  and  a  three-story  building  on  Com- 
mercial street,  hy  Judge  Greene,  which  for  a  long  time 
was  the  show  building  of  the  town.  We  began  to  put  on 
city  airs. 

At  this  time  Martin  L.  Barber  was  mayor  of  the  Til- 
lage. It  was  before  the  present  city  organization.  Barber 
was  an  eccentric  character,  a  millwright  by  trade.  He 
was  nearly  as  wise  as  Solomon,  with  courage  to  match. 
A  "bad  man"  came  to  the  town.  He  hung  about  the  sa- 
loon. It  was  said  he  drew  a  knife  and  threatened  to  kill 
a  citizen.  The  majesty  of  the  law  was  invoked.  It  was 
night.  The  offender  took  refuge  in  the  saloon  and  barri- 
caded the  door.  The  mayor  called  out  the  "iwsse  commit- 
atus"  numbering  two  or  three  dozen  young  fellows  like  my- 
self. He  i>ounded  on  the  door,  demanding  admittance  in 
the  name  of  the  law.  No  response.  We  got  a  piece  of 
timber  and  battered  down  the  door.  The  mayor  collared 
the  "bad  man,"  who  offered  no  resistance.  He  was  hurried 
towards  the  Coffman  house,  where  the  mayor  proposed  to 
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deal  out  justice.  As  we  neared  the  hotel  he  tore  loose 
irom  the  mayor  and  made  for  the  river,  we  in  full  cry 
in  pursuit.  He  plunged  in  just  helow  the  mill.  We  paused 
at  the  brink.  Gradually  he  disappeared,  and)  was  never 
seen  afterwards.  It  was  the  first  and  last  exhibition  of 
the  mayor's  power. 

In  1850  Miss  Mary  S.  Legare,  sister  of  the  Hon.  Hugh 
S.  Legare  of  South  Carolina,  come  to  Cedar  Rapids.  She 
was  a  woman  of  the  highest  culture,  who  had  moved  much 
in  the  official  circles  of  Washington,  and  had  considerable 
wealth.  With  her  came  numerous  relatives,  named  Bryan, 
Stoney  and  Mcintosh,  the  latter  a  well  known  lawyer  of 
the  early  days.  She  made  investments  in  the  town  and 
took  up  large  tracts  of  land.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  we 
had  a  very  spirited  village  election.  The  people  were  di- 
vided into  two  factions,  the  "codfish"  and  the  "catfish." 
For  mayor  the  former  nominated  N.  B.  Brown,  the  latter 
Jacob  Bressler.  I  cannot  recall  the  issues  but  only  remem- 
ber that  we  almost  came  to  blows  during  the  canvass. 
Less  than  one  hundred  votes  were  cast  and  Brown  was 
elected.  Brown  was  one  of  the  original  owners  of  the  town 
site  andi  built  the  first  mills.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
characters  in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  a  modest,  quiet, 
but  genial  man,  with  many  friends. 

This  year,  on  the  6th  of  July,  I  did  one  of  the  few 
wise  acts  of  my  life.  I  married  Sarah  Weare,  the  daughter 
of  John  Weare,  Sr.  We  went  to  housekeeping  in  a  small 
one-story  house,  near  where  the  old  passenger  depot  stood. 
It  was  then  the  only  house  east  of  the  present  railroad. 
The  next  year,  1851,  was  a  very  active  one  for  the  town. 
Judge  Greene,  who  had  lived  in  Dubuque,  moved  to  the 
town.  The  same  year  came  S.  C.  Bever,  who  had  driven 
in  a  two-horse  buggy  from  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  to  Cedar 
Rapids.  By  this  time  I  considered  myself  an  old  citizen, 
thoroughly  identified  with  the  county  and  town,  and  de- 
voted all  my  leisure  time  to  meeting  strangers  and  ex- 
ploiting the  town  and  county.  I  met  Mr.  Bever  soon  after 
his  arrival  and  spent  several  days  with  him  riding  about 
the  country.  He  made  large  investments  both  in  country 
and  town.  One  was  160  acres  about  a  mile  from  the  ferry, 
at  $5.00  per  acre.    I  made  the  sale  for  Mr.  Addison  Daniels 
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of  Marion,  who  was  so  pleased  with  my  effort  that 
he  presented  me  with  a  four-bladed  pen  knife.  Both  Mr. 
Daniels  and  myself  were  satisfied  and  I  have  never  heard 
that  Mr.  Bever  regretted  the  purchase.  That  same  year, 
my  father,  Mr.  Gabriel  'Carpenter,  came  out  to  see  the 
country.  After  great  effort  on  my  part  and  many  misgiv- 
ings on  his,  he  purchased  of  Mr.  Levi  Lewis  300  acres  of 
land  adjoining  the  town  plat  on  the  south,  for  which  he 
paid  $2,500.  The  land  embraced  the  present  cemetery. 
By  this  time  Judge  Green©  had  completed  his  three-story 
building,  into  which  the  Greene  Bros,  placed  a  large  stocli 
of  goods.  The  most  of  their  stock  was  brought  up  the 
river  in  a  keel  boat  of  forty  or  fifty  tons  capacity.  It  was 
rigged  with  a  large  square  sail,  but  the  principal  power 
was  men  with  poles,  who  shoved  it  against  the  current. 
They  had  loaded  it  with  pork  and  sent  it  down  the  river 
in  the  spring.  The  thirdi  story  of  the  building  was  fitted 
up  for  the  Masonic  lodge. 

If  my  memory  serves  me  right  this  (1850)  was  the 
year  in  which  the  lodge  was  organized.  Wm.  D.  McCord 
of  Burlington,  grand  master,  and  T.  S.  Parvin  of  Musca- 
tine, grand  secretary,  came  for  that  purpose.  I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  Secretary  Parvin  was  there,  but  if  he  was 
not,  he  came  soon  afterwards.  Both  Judge  Greene  and 
Judge  Cook  were  charter  members,  and  through  them  I 
made  my  application  for  membership.  With  me  it  was 
a  very  memorable  occasion,  and  left  a  lifelong  impression. 
The  grand  master  was  a  tall,  slender,  handsome  man,  and 
presided  with  great  dignity,  and  as  senior  warden,  the 
Rev.  Keeler  did  the  ritual  in  a  most  solemn  style.  Several 
members  of  the  Marion  lodge  were  present.  To  make  the 
most  of  the  visit,  I  was  put  through  the  three  degrees  on 
the  same  night  and  in  a  manner  was  overwhelmed  with 
awe  and  knowledge.  Several  members  were  added  during 
the  year  and  in  the  course  of  time  the  lodge  became  very 
flourishing.  I  was  very  ardent  in  studying  up  the  ritual, 
and  with  the  Rev.  Keeler  and  Judge  Cook  used  to*  go 
through  the  whole  work  till  we  became  regular  experts. 
Pretty  soon  I  was  appointed  junior  warden  and  after- 
wards was  elected  Master. 

In  1851  occurred!  the  great  flood.    Most  of  the  lower 
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parts  of  the  town  were  under  water.  The  Grand  Lodge 
met  that  year  at  Ft.  Madison,  and  at  the  time  the  river  was 
at  its  highest  point.  We  were  cut  off  from  all  the  neighhop- 
ing  country  by  the  swollen  streams,  but  the  lodge  thought 
it  must  be  represented'  and  I  was  chosen  as  the  delegate. 
N.  B.  Brown  suggested  that  I  should  go  down  the  riyer 
in  a  skiff  to  a  point  opposite  Muscatine,  then  by  land  to 
that  place,  which  is  only  ten  or  twelve  miles  distant,  then 
by  steamer  to  Ft.  Madison.  The  lodge  furnished  the  skiff. 
I  found  a  companion.  We  embarked  in  the  morning  an(I 
so  swift  was  the  current  that  we  reached  our  destination 
by  nightfall,  and  I  was  on  time  for  the  meeting.  At  the 
meeting  I  renewed  my  acquaintance  with  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter and  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  met  many  brethren  who 
became  lifelong  friends. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  a  steamboat  came  to  Cedar  Rap- 
ids. It  was  a  great  event,  andf  attracted  people  from  near 
and  far.  She  brought  a  full  cargo  of  freight,  among  which 
were  the  household  effects  of  Mr.  Bever  and  my  father, 
both  of  whom  from  that  time  forward  became  citizens  of 
ine  town.  This  year  also  came  Mr.  Daniel  O.  Pinch,  with 
a  printing  press  and  forthwith  started  the  "Progressive 
Era,"  the  first  paper  in  the  Cedar  valley.  (Bro.  Carpenter 
is  here  slightly  in  error;  the  Progressive  Era  was  estab- 
lished in  1851.)  Ezra  Van  Metre,  a  talented  young  lawyer 
from  Circleville,  Ohio,  also  came  that  year.  Everyone 
was  rejoiced  that  we  had  an  organ  and  the  editor  was 
overwhelmed  with  original  matter.  There  were  at  least 
a  dozen  young  fellows  in  the  town,  myself  among  the  rest, 
who  thought  they  "knew  it  all,"  and  anxiously  rushed  into 
print.  The  paper  changed  hands  in  a  year  or  two,  and 
became  the  "Cedar  Valley  Times"  and  continued  imtil  a 
few  years  ago. 

In  the  winter  of  1852  I  had  a  serious  time  in  a  profes- 
sional way.  A  young  man  living  at  Quasqueton,  Buchanan 
county,  was  riding  across  the  prairie  near  that  place  and 
met  a  bear.  The  bear  fled  and  he  pursued.  In  crossing 
a  strip  of  ice  the  horse  fell.  He  was  thrown  and  his  foot 
stuck  in  the  stirrup  and  he  was  dragged  four  miles  over 
the  snow,  which  was  about  six  inches  dieep.    In  the  mad 
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flight  the  horse  kicked  and  broke  his  right  leg  below  the 
knee  in  two  places.  Finally  the  saddle  turned,  his  foot 
was  released  and  he  was  dropped  on  the  lone  prairie.  The 
horse  found  his  way  home  with  the  saddle  under  his  belly. 
This  was  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  December.  A 
search  was  organized,  but  he  was  not  found  till  the  21st, 
four  days  after  the  accident.  Fortunately  the  weather 
was  not  as  cold  as  It  sometimes  gets,  but  his  hands  and 
feet  were  badly  frozen.  Cedar  Rapids,  about  thirty-five 
miles  distant,  was  the  nearest  point  where  doctors  could 
be  found.  I  was  sent  for  and  went  by  way  of  Marion,  and 
took  with  me  Dr.  Thomas  Bardwell,  who  was  then  a  student 
in  Dr.  Ristine's  office.  There  was  a  road  to  Center  Point. 
Thence  we  struck  across  tne  prairie  to  Quasqueton,  18 
miles  distant,  without  a  house.  We  reached  there  the  eve- 
ing  of  the  23d  nearly  frozen  ourselves,  for  the  weather  wa» 
bitterly  cold.  They  hadi  got  the  young  man  thawed  out, 
but  in  a  most  miserable  condition.  Mortification  had  set 
in,  and  there  was  no  chance  for  the  broken  leg.  Imme- 
diate amputation  was  the  only  hope,  but  I  had  no  instru- 
ment but  a  small  pocket  case,  and  delay  would  be  fatal. 
Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention.  A  butcher  had  just 
come  to  the  place  and  had  his  tools.  He  sharpened  his 
knives  andi  filed  his  saws.  A  strong  handkerchief  was 
twisted,  a  knot  made  in  the  middle,  which  was  placed  over 
the  main  artery.  It  was  tied  tightly  and  a  strong  stick 
thrust  under  it  and  twisted  till  circulation  was  shut  off. 
Then  with  the  butcher's  tools  I  amputated  the  thigh  four 
inches  above  the  knee.  Dr.  Bardwell  administered  chlo- 
roform, which  fortunately  we  had  taken  with  us,  and  he 
encouraged!  me  by  word  and  deed.  The  young  fellow,  who 
was  about  21  and  had  never  been  sick  a  day  in  his  life, 
rallied  well  and  improved  lor  about  a  week,  but  the  other 
leg,  which  we  hoped  to  save,  began  to  mortify  and  nothing 
was  left  but  to  amputate  it.  In  the  meantime  we  heard  of 
a  doctor  about  thirty  miles  away,  in  the  direction  of  Du- 
buque, who  had  a  case  of  instruments.  I  sent  to  borrow 
them.  He  refused  to  lend  them  but  came  back  with  the 
messenger  and  insisted,  as  he  owned  the  instruments,  he 
should  perform  the  operation.  That  was  not  professional, 
but  as  I  thought  the  patient  had  no  more  than  one  chance 
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in  ten  to  recover,  I  was  not  unwilling  to  divide  the  re- 
sponsibility; so  he  amputated  the  other  leg  below  the 
knee.  During  that  winter  I  made  eight  trips  between  Ce- 
dar Rapids  and  Quasqueton  on  horseback,  and  the  fellow 
recovered.  He  was  the  son  of  a  well-to-do  farmer  in  Har- 
rison county,  Ohio.  His  father  came  out  in  the  spring, 
stole  his  son  away  without  paying  the  doctors  or  the  man 
in  whose  house  he  had  been  during  recovery,  and  to  carry 
ingratitude  still  further  he  procured  a  Methodist  preacher 
to  write  his  life,  in  which  I  was  depicted  as  an  ignorant 
butcher.  This  book  he  peddled  about  Ohio  in  person.  I 
confess  that  when  I  heard  he  had  been  sent  to  the  peni- 
tentiary for  committing  an  aggravated  crime,  I  was  not 
very  sorry.  This  experience  rather  disgusted  me  with  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  a  new  country.  I  was,  however, 
in  a  way,  compensated,  for  I  sent  a  history  of  the  case 
to  the  New  York  Tribune,  and  its  publication  gave  me 
quite  a  reputation  as  a  fearless  surgeon  and  thereafter  I 
was  called  when  surgery  was  required. 

As  I  have  said  before,  I  was  in  the  habit  of  showing 
strangers  about  the  country  who  wanted  to  buy  land.  In 
that  way  I  became  familiar  with  choice  lots  of  vacant  land. 
Greene  and  Weare  dealt  in  land  warrants,  which  they  sold 
on  credit  at  3  per  cent  per  month  Interest.  I  knew  of  a 
section  of  land  in  the  Iowa  bottom  that  I  thought  I  should 
,be  able  to  sell.  I  borrowed  the  land  warrants,  entered  the 
section  and  in  less  than  two  months  sold  it  for  $3  per  acre 
cash.  That  settled  the  matter.  By  one  transaction  I  had 
made  more  than  I  had  done  in  any  year's  practice.  I  sold 
out  my  medicines  to  Dr.  Koontz  and  thenceforth  till  the 
war  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  healing  art. 

About  1853-4  we  began  to  lose  confidence  in  the  "Ram's 
Horn"  railroad  project.  Congress  had  made  grants  of 
land  to  aid  railroad  projects  and  public  opinion  seemed  to 
favor  east  and  west  rather  than  north  and  south  lines. 
Roads  from  Chicago  were  approaching  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  a  line  from  Rock  Island  to  Council  Bluffs  was 
projected.  The  people  in  the  tiers  of  counties  north  of  the 
projected  line  became  stirred  up  and  a  railroad  convention 
was  called  to  meet  at  Maquoketa,  Jackson  county,  to  organ- 
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ize  a  company  to  build  a  line  In  their  interest.  Cedar  Rap- 
ids sent  a  delegation  as  follows:  George  Greene,  N.  B. 
Brown,  Daniel  Lothian,  I.  N.  Whittam,  Donald  Molntosh, 
Ezra  Van  Metre  and  myself.  Marion  also  sent  a  large  dele- 
gation and  the  counties  along  the  line  were  well  repre- 
sented. A  company  was  organized  to  build  a  line  from 
Savanna  on  the  Mississippi  river  to  a  point  on  the  Mis- 
souri river  not  named.  A  corps  of  surveyors  was  put 
in  the  field;  and  for  two  or  three  years  it  was  the  favorite 
project  of  Cedar  Rapids.  The  settlements  both  in  town 
andl  country  were  increasing  rapidly  and:  we  suffered  greatly 
for  lack  of  transportation.  Judge  Greene,  with  his  usual 
energy  and  public  spirit,  organized  a  steamboat  company, 
in  which  the  prominent  citizens  became  stockholders.  This 
was  in  the  winter.  The  judge  went  to  Pittsburg,  contracted 
for  a  boat  suitable  for  our  river,  which  by  spring  was 
completed  and  at  the  opening  of  navigation  made  her  first 
trip,  well  freighted  with  all  kinds  of  goods  for  our  own 
merchants,  and  those  of  the  surrounding  towns.  She  was 
kept  in  commission  for  two  or  three  years  and  was  a  great 
benefit  to  the  community.  The  company  hired  a  captain 
and  various  stockholders  were  at  different  times  supercargo. 
While  H'.  G.  Angle  was  acting  in  that  capacity  she  collided 
with  and  sunk  another  boat  on  the  Mississippi,  which  led 
to  a  law  suit  in  which  our  company  had  to  pay  large  dam- 
ages and  which  swept  away  all  our  profits.  She  made  her 
last  trip  under  my  charge,  and)  under  direction  of  the  com- 
pany I  sold  her  to  parties  in  St.  Louis. 

By  this  time  a  great  rivalry  had  grown  up  between  our 
town  andl  Marion.  Cedar  Rapids  claimed  that  she  was  to 
be  the  commercial  metropolis  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
the  political  center.  The  question  was  brought  to  an  issue 
by  the  county  commissioners  ordering  a  new  court  house 
at  Marion,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  voters  of  the 
county.  Cedar  RapidS'  opposed  the  measure,  believing  that 
the  building  would  insure  the  permanent  location  of  the 
county  seat.  Then  ensued  a  most  bitter  canvass.  The 
voters  were  deluged  with  oratory.  Marion  put  on  the  stump 
Judge  Isbell,  L  M.  Preston,  Col.  Wm  Smythe,  N.  M.  Hub- 
bard, W.  G.  Thompson  and  R.  D.  Stephens,  against  whom 
Cedar  Rapids  opposed  Jas.  J.  Child,  Ezra  Van  Metre,  Donald 
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Mcintosh,  A.  S.  Belt,  E.  N.  Bates,  I.  N.  Whittam  andi  others. 
Every  school  district  was  canvassed  and  much  bitter  feel- 
ing engendered.  The  Marion  people  were  more  adroit  poli- 
ticians and  carried  thte  election,  but  the  result  did  not 
discourage  our  citizens,  who  asserted  that  no  election  could 
affect  "manifest  destiny." 

About  1852  Major  J.  M.  May  came  to  Cedar  Rapids 
from  Janesville,  Wisconsin.  The  major  was  a  stirring  man 
Tith  a  head  full  of  schemes.  He  said  that  Cedar  Rapids 
was  a  place  of  immense  possibilities  and  only  wanted  enter- 
prise to  make  it  the  great  town  of  Iowa.  He  bought  land 
at  the  lower  part  of  town  adjoining  that  owned  by  my 
father,  and  land  on  the  west  side  adjoining  the  river  and 
below  that  owned!  by  David  King.  He  platted  out  town  lots 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  induced  my  father  and  King 
to  do  the  same,  which  were  the  first  additions  made  to  the 
original  town.  He  also  surveyed  the  island,  sent  a  plat  to 
the  general  government  and  took  possession  of  it,  much  to 
the  chagrin  and  surprise  of  the  old  settlers.  Then  he  began 
to  agitate  the  question  of  a  free  bridge.  Every  one  wanted 
a  free  bridge  but  were  undecided  as  to  the  location.  The 
major  induced  my  father  to  subscribe  $1500,  and  he  gave 
$1000,  which  with  sums  contributed  by  others  in  the  lower 
end  of  the  town,  secured  the  location  below  the  island  at  the 
narrowest  place  in  the  river.  The  bridge  was  completed  and 
thrown  open  to  the  public,  I  think.  In  the  late  fall  of  1852, 
and  proved  a  great  convenience.  The  construction  was  de- 
fective and  when  the  ice  broke  up  in  the  spring,  the  heavy 
cakes  knocked  down  two  of  the  piers,  and  destroyed  the 
greater  part  of  the  bridge.  All-  the  people  of  the  town  were 
':o!lected  on  the  bank  of  the  river  watching  the  event,  and 
two  young  women  who  were  crossing  went  down  with  the 
structure  and  were  drowned.  This  was  the  first  bridge  built 
at  Cedar  Rapids.  The  next  was  a  bridge  of  boats  at  the 
foot  of  Iowa  avenue  which  I  believe  was  also  swept  away  by 
ice. 

About  this  time  the  Rev.  Williston  Jones,  who  oflBciated 
in  the  "IVTuddy,"  and  was  a  very  good  as  well  as  energetic 
man,  went  east  on  some  missionary  effort.  While  there 
he  met  a  gentleman  named  Coe,  who  made  a  donation  of 
land  adjoining  the  town  plat  for  educational  purposes,  pro 
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"viding  the  people  would  also  contribute.  A  meeting  was 
called  and  the  terms  complied;  with  and  thus  Coe  college 
was  founded.  I  felt  quite  honored  when  with  others  I  was 
named  as  a  trustee.  Not  long  after  this  time  the  Reverend 
Starr  hecame  rector  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  under  the 
lead  of  Judge  Greene  and  Mr.  Bever,  they  begun  the  erec- 
tion of  the  first  Episcopal  church,  and  about  the  same  time 
the  Methodists  built  a  brick  church,  so  you  see  Cedar  Rapids 
began  to  get  on  "praying  grounds  and  interceding  terms." 
In  the  winter  of  1856-7  we  were  surprised  and  flattered  by 
receiving  a  communication  from  a  party  of  railroad  men 
connected  with  what  is  now  the  North-Western  railroad,  then 
completed  to  Pulton,  Ills.,  asking  us  to  join  them  and  organ- 
ize a  railroad  company  from  Clinton  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi  river  to  our  town.  This  was  a  new  proposition, 
and  we  had  never  heard  of  Clinton,  which  in  point  of  fact 
was  only  a  cornfield  staked  out  in  town  lots.  Besides  we 
were  committed  to  the  line  that  was  to  run  west  from 
Savanna.  We  consulted  with  the  Marion  people,  but  they 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  arguing  that  we  had 
already  applied  for  the  land  grant  for  the  Savanna  route. 
After  serious  deliberation  and  with  considerable  misgiv- 
ings, we  decided  to  send  a  delegation  to  spy  out  the  land 
and  be  governed  by  circumstances.  John  Weare  and  H.  G. 
Angle  were  chosen  as  our  representatives.  It  took  them 
three  days  to  drive  to  Lj'ons,  which  was  the  nearest  town 
to  Clinton,  the  proposed  starting  point.  That  was  the  first 
time  any  of  our  citizens  had  come  in  contact  with  real  cap- 
italists, men  who  built  railroads.  There  they  met  a  party 
of  men  from  Boston,  from  Maine,  from  New  York  and  Chi- 
cago, among  whom  was  Charles  Walker  of  Chicago,  then 
president  of  the  Galena  and  Chicago  Union  (now  North- 
Western).  Our  deputations  were  swept  from  their  old 
moorings  and  immediately  joined  hands  with  these  men  and 
formed  a  company,  the  "Chicago,  Iowa  &  Nebraska,"  to 
build  west  from  Clinton,  by  the  way  of  Cedar  Rapids  to  the 
Missouri  river.  Cedar  Rapids  was  given  first  directors  as 
follows:  Geo.  Greene,  John  Weare,  H.  G.  Angle,  S.  C. 
Bever  and  S.  D.  Carpenter,  which  positions  we  held  till 
the  road  was  built  to  Cedar  Rapids. 

This  new  departure  on  the  part  of  Cedar  Rapids  intensi- 
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fled  the  feeling  of  rivalry  between  her  andi  Marion;  a  direct 
line  between  Clinton  and  Cedar  Rapids  would  leave  Marion 
off  the  route,  besides  the  natural  obstacles  were  less  from 
Mount  Vernon  to  the  river  and  thence  to  Cedar  Rapids. 
The  Marionites  denounced  us  as  traitors  to  the  original 
scheme,  with  a  malignant  intent  to  leave  them  out  in  the 
cold.  "W!e  denied  the  "allegation  and  defied  the  alligators." 
We  said  there  was  nothing  behind  the  old  project,  but  that 
ours  was  a  live  scheme,  with  experienced  men  with  bags 
of  money  to  put  it  through.  Our  deputies  had  pledged 
$200,000  from  Cedar  Rapids,  which  we  proceeded  to  raise, 
1100,000  by  private  subscription  and  $100,000  by  city  bonds. 
Greene  &  Weare,  then  bankers,  subscribed  $10,000;  George 
Greene,  $5,000;  John  Weare,  $5,000;  N.  B.  Brown,  $5,000; 
S.  C.  Bever,  $5,000;  Gabriel  Carpenter,  $5,000,  and  numer- 
ous others  smaller  sums  to  make  up  the  amount.  Then  a 
city  election  was  had  and  the  $100,000  voted  by  an  over- 
whelming majority.  Surveys  of  the  route  were  begun  at 
once  and  from  Mount  Vernon  andi  Cedar  Rapids,  two  lines 
were  seen;  one  by  the  way  of  Marion,  and  the  other  by  the 
river.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  latter  route  would  be 
shorter  and  cheaper  by  $100,000  than  the  former,  but  the 
company  proposed  to  adopt  the  Marion  route  if  she  would 
subscribe  $100,000.  This  she  declined  to  do,  and  the  river 
line  was  chosen.  Work  progressed  slowly  and  the  first 
year  found  the  rails  no  further  west  than  De  Witt,  Clinton 
county.     Nothing  had  been  done  on  the  Savanna  line. 

Meantime  the  legislature  for  1S57-S  assembled,  and  we 
were  astounded  to  learn  that  they  had  passed  a  bill  giving 
a  land  grant  to  that  company.  I  do  not  remember  why  we 
had  not  looked  after  our  interests,  but  only  know  that  we 
were  taken  by  surprise.  We  thought  our  enterprise  in 
great  jeopardy,  and  resolved  to  compromise,  if  possible,, 
with  Marion.  I  think  that  Judge  Isbell  was  then  president 
of  the  Savanna  company.  Major  May,  who  had  favored 
the  Marion  line,  for  what  reason  I  now  forget,  and  myself 
from  a  warm  personal  friendship  with  Judge  Isbell,  were 
chosen  ambassadors.  We  met  the  judge  and  the  Marion 
directors  of  the  rival  line.  They  were  courteous,  but  obdur- 
ate. They  said  we  had  deserted  them  and  run  after  strange 
gods,  and  now  that  the  tables  were  turned,  they  proposed 
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to  build  th«  road  straight  west,  crossing  the  river  eight 
miles  north  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and  Instead  of  their  build- 
ing a  branch  to  Cedar  Rapids,  we  if  we  chose  might  build 
the  branch  from  Cedar  Rapids,  and  thus  we  left  them,  sad 
and  discouraged.  "Whom  the  gods  would  destroy  they 
first  make  mad"  and  thus  It  turned  out  with  the  Savanna 
route.  The  company  was  composed  entirely  of  Iowa  men, 
directors  from  the  various  county  seats  and  towns  along 
the  line.  Very  soon  after  obtaining  the  grant,  they  got 
together  and  votedi  each  oth6r  $25,000'  apiece  for  services 
rendered  in  obtaining  the  land  grant.  As  there  were  about 
twenty  of  them,  the  scheme  was  loaded  by  about  $500,000. 
Then  they  tried  to  exploit  the  enterprise  among  eastern  cap- 
italists. But  the  hard  times  of  1857-8  were  upon  us  and 
money  was  scarce  both  east  and  west.  No  one  would  take 
hold.  In  the  meantime  our  road  was  slowly  creeping  on, 
and  was  within  thirty  miles  of  Ced&r  Rapids.  The  grad- 
ing contract  was  let  to  John  S.  Wlolf,  an  experienced  rail- 
road builder,  from  the  east.  Most  of  the  money  to  pay 
him  had  to  be  raised  among  ourselves  and  pay  day  was  a 
most  serious  time.  I  remember  upon  one  occasion,  the  cash 
entirely  failed,  but  the  merchants  of  the  town  agreed  to 
honor  orders  for  goods,  Mr.  Bever,  among  the  others.  Mr. 
Bever  had  been  a  merchant  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and 
brought  his  stock  of  goods  from  there  to  Cedar  Rapids. 
Among  other  things  he  had  two  or  three  cases  of  bell 
crowned  silk  hats  of  a  very  ancient  date.  On  pay  day 
our  citizens  were  greatly  amused  to  see  our  streets  crowded 
with  Irishmen,  all  wearing  bell  crowned  hats,  and  as  "fire 
water"  was  plenty,  before  night  a  great  many  of  the  hats 
were  caved  in.  Our  Marion  friends  hearing  of  it  said  our 
company  was  "busted,"  our  only  assets  consisting  of  bell 
crowned  hats. 

But  we  persevered  and  bided  our  time.  We  called  a 
mass  meeting  In  the  city  preparatory  to  forming  a  new 
company  to  build  the  road  west  from  Cedar  Rapids  to  the 
Missouri  river,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  Issue  a  pros- 
pectus to  all  the  counties  west  of  us  on  the  proposed  line 
to  meet  in  delegate  convention  at  Cedar  Rapids.  I  had 
the  honor  of  being  the  chairman  of  that  convention  and  as 
such   prepared   the   paper,    and    if  you   will   examine  the 
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file  of  newspapers  of  that  day  you  will  find  a  "Spread 
EJagle"  document  that  I  supposed  would  move  the  souls  of 
our  frontier  friends.  They  responded  nobly  and  came  at 
the  time  designated,  and  we  organized  the  "Cedar  Rapids  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad  company,"  at  least  I  believe  that 
the  name.  L.  B.  Crocker  of  New  York  was  made  president, 
with  several  eastern  and  western  directors,  myself  among 
the  number.  Then  as  the  company  to  whom  the  legislature 
had  given  the  grant  of  land  had  not  turned  a  spadeful  of 
earth,  we  organized  a  lobby  embracing  all  our  directors  on 
the  line  west  of  us,  L.  B.  Crocker,  the  president;  Major 
Bodfish,  a  Maine  man,  and  several  of  our  Cedar  Rapids 
directors,  myself  among  the  others.  When  the  legislature 
assembled  in  1859-60  we  invaded  the  capital,  and  established 
our  headquarters  in  an  old  hotel  near  the  river,  the  name 
of  which  I  have  forgotten.  Major  Bodfish  was  the  com- 
missary of  the  body.  We  had  no  money  to  expend,  but 
determined  to  be  hospitable.  The  major  laid  in  a  barrel 
of  old  rye  whiskey;  as  it  was  before  the  war,  whiskey  was 
cheap ;  also  several  boxes  of  cigars.  One  of  our  strongest 
henchmen  was  J.  M.  Woodbury,  a  leading  man  from  Mar- 
Shalltown,  and  with  him  Peter  Hepburn,  now  an  honored 
congressman,  then  a  very  stripling,  but  showing  evident 
signs  of  what  was  in  him.  John  A.  Kasson  was  then  a 
young  lawyer  in  Des  Moines,  and  we  secured  him  as  our 
attorney.  Our  opponents  were  not  asleep,  but  were  on  hand 
from  Marion,  east  to  the  Mississippi  river,  with  Piatt  Smith, 
a  distinguished  member  of  the  bar  at  Dubuque,  as  their 
lawyer.  Then  the  fight  began,  in  and  out  of  the  state 
house.  Speeches  were  made  by  our  adherents  in  both 
branches,  and  we  buttonholed  and  dragged  to  our  head- 
quarters all  thirsty  souls,  as  well  as  those  who  indulged 
in  milder  stimulant.  Our  strong  argument  was,  that  our 
opponents  had  done  nothing  after  having  the  grant  for  two 
years,  while  we  had  about  completed  eighty  miles  of  road 
without  help;  that  we  only  asked  for  the  grant  to  apply 
to  the  line  west  of  Cedar  Rapids,  while  they  would  use  it 
for  the  line  from  the  Mississippi,  and  that  we  would  be  able 
to  accommodate  the  people  with  a  finished  road  at  least  two 
years  before  they  could.  The  law  makers  were  not  in  a 
hurry,  but  towards  the  last  of  the  season  they  passed  our 
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bill,  and  you  may  tie  sure  there  was  great  rejoicing  in 
Cedar  Rapids.  On  our  return  the  citizens  gave  us  a  grand 
banquet  in  Greene's  hotel,  and  we  felt  that  we  had  at  last 
secured  a  substantial  victory  for  our  city,  as  in  fact  it  was, 
for  thenceforth  Marion  could  no  longer  be  our  rival.  The 
cars  came  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  the  summer  of  1859,  just 
ten  years  after  we  had  held)  our  first  railroad  meeting,  and 
we  felt  at  last  that  hope  had  ended  in  fruition.  An  immense 
concourse  greeted  their  arrival  from  all  parts  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  General  D.  N.  Sprague,  then  mayor, 
welcomed  the  guests,  and  the  citizens  threw  open  hospitable 
doors  to  all  comers.  From  that  time  forward  Cedar  Rapids 
assumed  metropolitan  airs  as  the  leading  town  of  the  Cedar 
Valley. 

When  I  came  to  Iowa  in  1849,  it  was  a  democratic 
state.  All  the  federal  officers  were  democrats,  also  the  state 
officials,  and  a  great  majority  of  the  county  officers.  Back 
in  Pennsylvania  in  the  eighteenth  century  all  my  ancestors 
had  been  federalists.  When  our  branch  of  the  family 
moved  to  Ohio,  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
owing  to  the  great  unpopularity  of  Gen.  St.  Clair,  then 
governor  of  the  Northwestern  territory,  they  became  Jef- 
fersonian  democrats.  Prom  1836  to  1844  the  tariff  and  in- 
ternal improvements  became  live  questions  and  most  of 
them,  my  father  among  the  others,  left  the  democratic  party 
andi  became  ardent  whigs.  So  that  by  descent  I  belonged 
to  that  party. 

From  the  first,  on  my  arrival  at  Cedar  Rapids,  I  became 
an  active  partisan.  iGen.  T.  J.  McKean  of  Marion  was  the 
acknowledged  leader,  but  the  following  was  small.  At  the 
state  convention  in  1851,  held  in  Iowa  City,  I  was  the  sole 
representative  from  Linn  county,  and  there  were  not  more 
than  fifty  delegates  from  the  whole  state.  State  officers 
were  nominated  and  also  a  candidate  for  congress.  Col. 
Henderson,  the  father  of  J.  W.  Henderson  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
was  named  for  congress,  and  without  much  opposition  I 
secured  the  nomination  for  secretary  of  state  for  my  friend, 
Isaac  Cook,  who  up  to  that  time  was  entirely  unknown.  I 
well  remember  with  what  surprise  he  received  the  news. 
Although  there  was  no  chance  for  his  election  it  was  the 
beginning  with  him  for  a  long  and  useful  career  in  many 
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oflBces  of  trust,  alike  honorable  to  him  and  his  constitu- 
ents. As  time  rolled  on  and  our  population  increased, 
with  a  preponderance  of  immigrants  from  the  north  and 
especially  from  the  New  England  states,  and  with  the  bear- 
ing of  the  whig  party  towards  slavery,  they  became  more 
hopeful,  and  by  the  year  1853  or  1854  the  whigs  carried  the 
county,  electing  both  members  of  the  legislature  and  the 
county  officers.  John  P.  Conkey  was  the  first  member  of 
the  legislature  living  in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  at  the  same 
election  Isaac  Cook  was  chosen  for  a  county  office,  but  I 
don't  remember  which  one.  From  that  time  forward  Linn 
county  was  lost  to  the  democratic  party.  Then  the  free- 
soil  question  became  the  leading  topic  and  the  opiwsition 
to  slavery  extension  became  more  andl  more  pronounced, 
and  upon  the  passage  of  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill  there 
was  open  rebellion  in  the  democratic  party,  many  joining 
in  the  crusade  against  slavery.  About  that  time  Charles 
Weare,  Isaac  Wliittam  and  many  others  cut  loose  from 
their  old  convictions  and  became  ardent  free  soilers. 

In  the  winter  of  18'5o  a  convention  was  held  in  Iowa 
City  of  those  opposed  to  the  further  extension  of  slavery. 
It  was  in  marked  contrast  to  the  convention  I  had  attended 
in  1851.  Instead  of  about  fifty  members  which  composed 
the  first,  there  were  now  several  hundred  men,  full  of  en- 
thusiasm and  hope.  Linn  county  was  largely  represented. 
At  that  convention  the  republican  party  of  Iowa  was 
formed,  and  I  had  the  honor  of  being  appointed  a  delegate 
to  the  first  national  convention,  which  subsequently  nomin- 
ated John  C.  Fremont  for  president.  From  that  time  for- 
ward  Iowa  became   a  reliable  republican   state. 

From  1852,  when  I  had  abandoned  the  practice  of  med- 
icine, I  had  been  actively  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness. I  bought  and  sold  a  great  deal  of  land,  not  only  in 
Linn  county,  but  in  various  other  parts  of  the  state.  I 
made  long  journeys  over  the  wide  prairies,  then  unsettled, 
and  visited  Waterloo,  Ft.  Dodge  and  other  places,  when  they 
were  mere  town  sites  instead  of  flourishing  cities  as  they 
are  today.  About  1855,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Lehman  of 
"Wooster,  O.,  and  E.  C.  Kreider  of  Lancaster,  0.,  I  opened  a 
banking  house.  It  did  not  take  much  money  to  start  a 
bank  in  those  days,  and  there  were  several  others  of  the 
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same  kind  in  Oedar  Rapids  as  well  as  in  the  neighboring 
towns.  The  principal  business  of  all  was  dealing  in  land 
warrants  and  land.  If  they  loaned  any  money  it  was  at 
the  rate  of  3  per  cent  per  month.  They  all  flourished  till 
1857,  when  they  were  nipped  by  the  hard  times  and  mostly 
went  out  of  business.  'Our  concern  was  loaded  down  with 
land  but  had  little  money.  Fortunately  we  had  but  few 
depositors,  whom  we  managed  to  pay  off,  and  we  divided 
the  land  and  quit  the  business.  For  my  share  I  took 
1,600  acres  of  land  near  where  the  town  of  Norway  now  is, 
and  which  I  presume  is  worth  $100  per  acre.  I  spent  a 
year  on  the  land  and  made  improvements  and  raised  a 
crop,  but  in  1869  again  went  into  the  banking  business 
with  John  Weare  and  Henry  B.  Stibbs,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Carpenter,  Stibbs  &  Co.  In  the  firm  I  remained 
until  1861. 

This  was  a  most  exciting  period  in  the  history  of  Cedar 
Rapids.  Politics  was  the  absorbing  theme.  Men  talked  of 
nothing  else,  and  when  the  republican  convention,  which 
nominated  Lincoln  was  held  in  Chicago,  every  man  belong- 
ing to  the  party  living  in  Cedar  Rapids,  who  could  raise 
the  money,  went.  Two  or  three  cars  were  loaded  with  them 
and  by  the  time  they  got  home  they  were  hoarse  from 
shouting.  From  then  till  the  elections  nightly  the  streets 
were  filled  by  "Wide-awakes"  with  their  torches. 

I  omitted  a  circumstance  that  might  almost  be  his- 
torical. Cedar  Rapids  being  the  terminus  of  the  railroad, 
all  those  living  west  of  this  city  whO'  were  going  to  the 
convention,  came  there  to  take  the  cars,  among  them  Hon. 
John  A.  Kasson,  who  was  a  delegate.  He  was  my  guest 
for  a  day  and  at  my  house,  standing  on  the  lot  later  occu- 
pied by  the  residence  of  Wm.  B.  Mack,  he  drafted  a  set  of 
resolutions  which  were  almost  wholly  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention and  the  authorship  of  which  was  the  beginning 
of  his  national  reputation.  During  the  canvass  our  town 
was  honored  by  a  speech  by  the  Hon.  S.  A.  Douglas,  at 
which  thousands  were  present.  He  made  a  favorable  im- 
pression, but  the  crowd  would  not  have  "squatter  sov- 
ereignty." After  the  election  the  fever  heat  continued.  All 
were  waiting  to  see  what  would  happen.  At  length  Lin- 
coln was  inaugurated  and  soon  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  on. 
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It  was  a  memorable  day  when  the  news  reached  Cedar  Rap- 
ids; business  stopped,  everybody  rushed  into  the  streets. 
As  the  news  spread  people  flocked  in  from  the  country 
and  on  every  side  knots  of  excited  people  were  shouting 
and  gesticulating.  At  night  a  meeting  was  held  in  Car- 
penter's hall,  which  was  In  a  three-story  brick  block  which 
my  father  had  built  on  Commercial  street.  The  hall  was 
jammed  and  great  crowds  were  on  the  outside.  Republican 
and  democratic  speakers  alike  voiced  the  anger  and  Indig- 
nation of  the  people.  It  was  unanimously  resolved  to  raise 
at  once  a  company  and  proffer  it  to  the  governor.  A  vol- 
unteer list  was  started  and  my  father,  then  over  60  years 
of  age,  announced  that  he  had  two  sons  and  If  they  did  not 
volunteer  he  would  do  so  himself.  My  younger  brother, 
E.  B.  Carpenter,  at  once  signed.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  notify  the  governor,  of  which  I  was  a  member. 
The  next  day  it  was  found  that  .about  double  the  number 
that  could  be  accepted  had  signed  the  roll.  All  the  mar- 
ried men  were  eliminated  except  T.  Z.  Cook,  who  was  elected 
captain,  and  the  rest  were  selected  who  seemed  most  fit. 
We  received  a  response  from  Gov.  Kirkwood  saying  our 
company  would'  be  accepted,  and  appointing  me  as  his  aid 
to  equip  the  company  and  transport  it  to  Keokuk,  where 
the  Iowa  regiment  was  to  rendezvous.  He  said  he  had  no 
money,  but  did  not  doubt  but  that  patriotic  citizens  would 
loan  the  funds  to  the  state  temporarily.  It  was  concluded 
that  the  war  would  last  at  most  not  over  three  months, 
and  that  the  soldiers  would  need  but  little  clothing.  I 
bought  all  the  suitable  cloth  I  could  find  in  the  town  and 
all  the  tailors  and  the  women  went  to  work,  and  in  two 
or  three  days  made  each  man  two  heavy  flannel  shirts 
and  two  pairs  of  pants.  I  bought  hats  an-d  socks  and 
shoes.  They  had  neither  coats  nor  overcoats — as  it  was 
.warm  weather  we  thought  they  would  not  be  needed.  They 
slept  in  Carpenter's  hall,  and  boarded  at  the  various  hotels. 
In  the  course  of  four  or  five  days  they  were  organized  by 
the  election  of  officers,  and  I  took  them  to  Clinton  by  rail 
and  thence  to  Keokuk  by  steamer. 

The  regiment  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Col. 
Bates  of  Dubuque,  Lieut.  Col.  Merritt  of  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
Major    Porter   of   Mt.    Pleasant.     Then    I    returned    home. 


History  Crescent  Lodge  489 

The  expense  till  the  time  they  reached  Keokuk  was  about 
$3,000,  all  of  which  was  advanced  by  Carpenter,  Stibbs  & 
Co.,  and  was  not  repaid  till  about  a  year  afterwards. 

As  the  war  progressed  and  showed  no  signs  of  soon 
terminating,  I  became  more  and  more  uneasy,  and  wanted 
to  enter  the  service.  But  I  had  four  children,  and  waa 
deeply  immersed  in  business,  and  my  wife  was  very  unwil- 
ling that  I  should  leave  her  with  a  house  full  of  small 
children.  At  length  in  the  latter  part  of  1861  there  was 
a  call  for  surgeons.  I  persuaded  my  wife  that  the  medical 
department  of  the  army  involved  very  little  danger  and' 
that  the  war  would  soon  be  over,  and  that  as  pronounced 
an  anti-slavery  man  as  myself  ought  of  very  shame  to 
offer  his  services.  She  finally  gave  in,  and  I  went  to 
Washington,  offered  my  services,  went  before  a  board  of 
examiners  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  where  I  re- 
mained till  July,  1865.  I  only  had  leave  of  absence  once 
for  a  few  weeks,  and  made  a  visit  home.  iFrom  the  time 
of  entering  the  army  my  intimate  connection  with  Cedar 
Rapids  ceased.  The  war  in  fact  cut  my  active  life  in 
halves,  and  this  ends  the  first  period.  The  other  half  was 
occupied  in  other  pursuits  and  at  many  places,  and  will 
have  to  be  written  of  at  another  time. 

Setmoue  D.  Cabpentee. 
Chicago,  December  2,  1905. 


HIRAM    DEEM. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1857.) 

The  lives  passed  in  quiet  usefulness  rarely  find  rec- 
ord. The  routine  of  existence,  however  well  its  duties 
are  performed,  leaves  little  mark  to  hold  against  the  tide 
of  years.  And  even  though  some  part  or  episode  may 
challenge  note  and  force  remembrance,  yet  this,  with- 
out a  kindly  hand  to  fix  with  date  and  detail,  is  likewise 
all  but  forgotten.  Beyond  all  others  of  the  Past  Masters 
of   Crescent  lodge   the   writer   has   tried  to   glean   3om.9 
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basic  facts  in  the  life  of  this  brother  whose  name  heads 
the  sitetch.  The  net  result  has  been  a  date  or  two  and 
a  few  vague  reminiscences. 

Hiram  Deem  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1819.  He  came  to 
Cedar  Rapids  some  time  between  1848  and  1850,  presum- 
ably at  the  earlier  date.  He  was  for  many  years  in  the 
employ  of  N.  B.  Brown,  and  is  remembered  as  a  very  in- 
dustrious and  quiet-living  man.  For  some  time  he  was 
engaged  in  rafting  logs  from  points  above  on  the  river 
to  the  saw-mill  at  the  dam.  For  a  number  of  years  Ee 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  having  office  in  _  house  at 
corner  of  what  is  now  First  street  and  Fifth  avenue, 
West.  When  the  third  dam  was  put  in  at  this  point 
Bro.  Deem  was  foreman  of  its  construction.  He  was  also 
for  some  time  in  charge  of  the  Brown   saw-mill. 

When  the  war  broke  out  our  subject  had  reached 
years  when  cool  judgment  rather  than  fiery  impulse  gov- 
erned his  actions.  He  was  a  man  of  family  and  for  A 
time  he  balanced  between  his  known  duty  at  home  and 
the  stern  call  which  patriotism  made  to  his  manhood. 
As  the  anxious  months  passed  and  the  country's  need 
became  more  apparent  the  battle  music  found  echo  in 
his  soul.  At  the  age  of  43  he  offered  his  services,  the 
date  of  his  enrollment  being  July  20,  1862.  He  was  mus- 
tered in  as  Second  Sergeant  of  Company  A,  Thirty-first 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  September  24,  1862.  The  regi- 
ment was  moved  at  once  down  the  river  from  Davenport 
to  Helena,  Arkansas.  After  participating  in  the  Cold 
Water  river  expedition  the  command  operated  in  and 
around  Arkansas  Post,  suffering  severely  from  sickness 
engendered  in  the  swamps.  Sergeant  Deem  had  in  the 
meantime,  and  at  his  own  request,  been  reduced  to  the 
ranks.  The  toils  and  exposures  in  this  unhealthy  lo- 
cality were  more  than  his  years  could  stand.  Incapaci- 
tated by  sickness  he  was  removed  to  the  hospital  boat 
Von   Pheel,  on  which  he   died  January  31,  1863. 

Of  his  Masonic  history  little  is  known  beyond  the 
facts  that  he  became  a  member  of  Crescent  lodge  in 
1852.  In  1854  and  the  succeeding  year  he  was  secretary 
of  the  lodge.  Junior  Warden  in  1856  and  chosen  to  the 
East  in  1857.     Those  few  who  still  remember  Bro.  Deem 
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as  a  Mason  and  as  Master  speak  of  him  as  a  man  of 
sterling  qualities,  indefatigable  in  all  duty,  a  kindly-heart- 
ed man,  yet  rather  reserved.  The  older  citizens  of  Ced- 
ar Rapids  and  comrades  of  our  brother  in  the  service 
have  only  words  of  praise  in  their  remembrances. 


JACOB   HARMON  CAMBURN,   M.  D. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1859-60-61-62.) 

One  strong  virile  character  will  leave  a  permanent 
impress  upon  an  Institution,  in  which  the  average  man 
comes  and  goes  and  is  forgotten.  Often,  indeed,  the  In- 
fluence persists  and  has  force  when  its  source  is  un- 
Known  or  is  only  discoveraBle  upon  a  backward  tracing. 
The  subject  of  our  present  sketch  was  perhaps  the  first 
Master  who  really  filled  out  the  place,  having  Masonic 
knowledge,  time  to  devote  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  and 
a  forceful  individuality.  Bro.  Greene,  the  first  Master 
honored  the  lodge  by  acceptance  of  the  place,  but  his  life 
was  too  busy  and  too  much  depended  upon  his  activities 
to  allow  his  terms  to  be  more  than  an  incident.  He  loved 
Masonry  and  did  much  for  the  Craft  in  Cedar  Rapids,  but 
he  could  not  devote  to  it  the  time  which  the  infant  lodge 
required.  Bro.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  following,  was  as  near 
as  we  may  judge,  an  ideal  Master  for  a  lodge  well  organ- 
ized and  in  working  form.  But  he  was  then  too  young 
in  the  fraternity  to  guide  and  govern  a  weak  organization. 
He  brought  to  the  task  enthusiasm  and  talent  and  the 
ability  and  desire  to  learn,  and  certainly  the  lodge  made 
progress  during  his  term.  Five  others  followed,  all  but 
one  of  the  original  petitioners.  They  were  men  of  the 
times — great-heartedi  Masons,  earnest  and  sincere.  But 
their  knowledge  in  things  of  the  world  and  of  the  Craft 
was  limited.  Then  Bro.  Camburn  was  elected,  and  brought 
a  new  life  into  the  lodge.  The  same  energies  which  made 
him  prominent  as  a  citizen  were  put  in  operation  for  the 
benefit  of  Masonry  in  Cedar  Rapids. 

J.  H.  Camburn  was  born  at  Macedon  Center,  "Wayne 
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county.  New  York,  December  8,  1823.  He  was  of  the 
fiftii  generation  removed  from  the  first  Camhum  who  cams 
from  Glasgow,  Scotland,  as  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in  New 
Jersey.  The  great-father  of  our  subject  was  a  colonial  ia. 
thought  and  spirit,  and  fought  throughout  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  The  grand-father  moved  from  the  old  home  and 
settled  first  in  New  York,  where  tbe  grand-child  of  whom 
we  speak  was  born.  In  what  was  still  an  early  time  this 
patriarch  led  two  generations  into  the  new  west,  settling 
in  Lewanee  county,  Michigan.  Our  brother  gained  the 
first  bits  of  knowledge  in  an  old  log  school  house  near  the 
Michigan  home.  The  family  was,  for  the  time,  well-to-do, 
and  the  lad  studied  in  one  of  the  branches  of  the  State 
University.  This  was  located  at  Tecumseh.  He  studied 
medicine  first  in  the  office  of  a  practitioner  at  Tecumseh, 
then  finished  his  professional  course  in  medical  college  ax 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  then  entered  into  practice  at  Te- 
cumseh. His  interest  in  education  was  great  and  intelli- 
gent. His  desire  to  reform  abuses  and  remedy  faults  in 
the  existing  system  gave  him  insight  into  political  meth- 
ods and  the  experience  thus  early  obtained  was  of  great 
value  to  his  later  years. 

In  1854  Bro.  Camburn  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids  anil 
was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  this  city.  In  another  chapter  there  is  noted  the  war 
record  of  this  pioneer  surgeon.  Though  always  promi- 
nent in  affairs  of  the  city  he  never  sought  nor  accepted 
office,  with  exception  of  justice  of  the  peace,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  for  about  fifteen  years.  He  was  a  ready 
speaker,  and  being  unusually  well  informed,  there  was 
pith  and  point  to  his  words.  He  was  also  a  vigorous  and 
at  times  a  caustic  writer.  Bro.  Camburn  was  one  of  those 
who  organized  the  Grand  Army  post  in  this  city,  and  was 
its  first  commander. 

Bro.  Camburn  was  made  a  Mason  In  Lafayette  lodge 
No.  16,  at  Janesville,  Mich. ;  was  entered  October  27,  1853 : 
passed  and  raised  November  10  of  the  same  year.  He 
demitted  therefrom  April  13,  1854,  and  later  in  that  year 
affiliated  with  Cedar  Rapids  lodge.  For  many  years  hs 
served  the  brethren  with  all  his  ability.  During  the  later 
portions  of  his  life  he  was  not  affiliated.  He  died  at  hia 
home  In  Cedar  Rapids,  August  19,  1901. 
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JAMES  C.  ADAMS. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1866.) 


It  is  matter  of  recurring  surprise  to  one  who  has  given, 
attention  to  local  historical  work  how  soon  remembrance 
of  men  fades  from  minds  of  their  fellows.  Even  those  who 
have  gained  some  measure  of  prominence  pass  and  leave  but 
faint  trace  of  their  existence.  Their  labors  go  to  increase 
the  general  sum  of  progress  of  the  community,  while  places 
of  the  laborers  are  taken  up  by  others,  without  the  changes 
being  noted.  In  searching  out  something  definite  of  the 
life  of  a  particular  individual — an  average  mortal,  with  no 
immediate  family  to  preserve  his  memory — the  dates  upon 
a  tombstone  are  often  the  only  facts  obtainable. 

The  writer  has  been  able  to  glean  little  of  Brother 
James  C.  Adams.  He  was  born  in  England  in  1824,  came 
to  America  and  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  the  early  50's.  He  was 
a  stone-mason  by  trade,  a  man  of  rugged  personality,  of 
deep  convictions  and  assertive  of  his  opinions.  He  was  for 
years  a  member  of  the  Universalist  church  in  this  city. 
He  served  as  alderman  from  the  Third  ward  In  1865  and 
1866. 

Bro.  Adams  received  the  degrees  in  Crescent  lodge, 
being  raised  in  August,  1857.  He  filled  various  offices  and 
was  elected  Wiorshipful  Master  in  1866.  When  a  number 
of  the  old  members  of  Crescent  left  to  establish  Mt.  Hermon 
lodge,  Bro.  Adams  was  among  them  and  was  named  as 
the  first  Master,  under  dispensation.  He  remained  with  this 
body  only  a  few  years,  and  then  allowed  himself  to  become 
suspended,  nor  was  his  affiliation  ever  restored.  His  death 
occurred  December  14,  1885,  funeral  being  conducted  by  pas- 
tor of  the  Universalist  church. 
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ANDREW    R.  WEST. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1867,  1869-1870,  1876.) 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  remembered  as  one  of 
the  strongest  and  most  virile  men  ever  calledl  upon  to 
preside  over  Crescent  Lodge.  As  such  he  possessed  in 
eminent  degree  all  the  good  qualities  which  go  with 
strength  of  mind  honestly  exerted.  It  can  not  be  claimed 
for  Bro.  West,  more  than  for  another,  that  his  mental 
make-up  was  flawless.  In  his  dealings  with  others  in  af- 
fairs of  the  fraternity  there  doubtless  were  errors  of 
judgment  and  an  excess  of  firmness  which  sometimes 
aroused  opposition.  Of  his  actions  in  the  lodge  the  reader 
can  judge  for  himself,  in  the  account  as  given  elsewhere. 
The  main  facts  of  his  Masonic  history  may  be  thus  given: 

Initiated  in  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  December  7,  1863. 

Passed  January  27,  1864. 

Raised  February  22,  1864. 

(Vorshipful  Master  first  in  1867,  again  in  1869  and 
1870,  and  yet  once  more  chosen  to  the  East  in  1876. 

Elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa  in  1868. 

Bro.  West  was  another  of  our  brethren  of  the  past 
who  was  prominent  in  the  life  and  affairs  of  the  city. 

The  Cedar  Rapids  Gazette  of  November  26,  1895,  thus 
fairly  and  with  sufficient  detail  for  our  purpose  sums  up 
the  life  then  just  closed: 

Cedar  Rapids  mourns  today  the  death  of  one  of  its 
most  prominent  and  most  respected  citizens,  Hon.  A.  R. 
West.  No  person  has  been  more  intimately  connected 
with  all  that  is  good  and  noble  in  the  community  than  he 
who  last  evening  closed  his  life's  work.  He  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids  when  it  was  a  mere  village,  before  any  of  our  great 
industries  were  developed.  As  a  public  spirited  citizen, 
interested  in  all  that  benefits  the  community,  possessed 
of  much  energy,  good  judgment  and  a  willingness  to  use 
his  abilities  for  the  public  good,  he  naturally  became  con- 
nected with  our  municipal  affairs,  and  from  the  year  or 


History  Crescent  Lodge  495 

two  following  his  arrival  in  the  city  up  to  almost  the 
time  when  his  last  illness  caused  him  to  desist  from  par- 
ticipation in  active  business  affairs,  he  was  identlflel 
with  the  city  in  one  way  or  another.  He  was  mayor,  city 
attorney,  and  marshal.  But  his  energies  were  by  no 
means  confined  to  public  affairs.  He  took  a  dieep  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  all  classes  of  people.  There  are  hun- 
dreds in  Cedar  Rapids  today  who  can  look  back  and  find 
in  A.  R.  West  the  promoter  of  charities  and  public  bene- 
fits that  have  brought  to  them  bright  days  in  their  life. 

The  founding  of  the  Old  Ladies'  Home  was  in  a  large 
measure  due  to  the  work  of  Mr.  West.  There  were  others 
equally  interested  andi  great  credit  is  due  to  the  noble 
women  who  have  largely  managed  the  institution,  but  in 
Mr.  West,  one  of  the  trustees,  they  always  found  a  willing 
helper  and  careful,  valuable  adviser.  He  assisted  in  other 
charities  and  gave  much  time  to  all  such  movements,  but 
in  this  one  institution  he  centered  his  interest,  and  he 
was  never  so  busy  but  that  he  had  time  to  listen  to  the 
plans  of  the  managers  ana  advise  with  them  as  to  the  best 
methods  of  transacting  their  business.  Mr.  West  was  a 
most  kind-hearted  man  and  all  who  went  to  him  in  trouble 
for  advice  or  comfort  always  received  the  kindest  consid" 
eration.  As  a  lawyer  he  preferred  peace  rather  than  con- 
tention, and  in  many  instances  where  other  attorneys  had 
a  case  which  they  hoped  in  time  to  settle  they  would 
associate  with  Mr.  West  as  a  peacemaker,  knowing  how 
judiciously  he  could  manage  a  case  with  a  view  of  settle- 
ment and  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  litigation. 

Several  years  ago  he  inaugurated  the  plan  of  calling 
in  the  bootblacks,  newsboys  and'  poor  children  of  the  city 
and  giving  them  a  donation  on  Christmas  morning.  One 
of  the  prettiest  scenes  ever  witnessed  was  when  two  to 
three  hundred  of  these  interesting  little  people  would 
gather  in  the  city  hall  and  with  Mr.  West  as  director  of 
ceremonies,  each  was  given  a  present  of  some  form  and  a 
sack  of  cakes,  nuts  and  fruit.  On  such  occasions  joy 
would  beam  in  every  face  and  none  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
hour  more  than  Mr.  West.  Other  city  officers  and  citizens 
contributed  to  these  Christmas  morning  festivities,  but 
in  Mr.  West  they  had  their  origin,  and  each  year  he  was 
the  first  to  suggest  and  plan  for  the  interesting  event. 
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About  a  year  ago  Mr.  West's  health  began  to  per- 
ceptibly fail  and  for  many  weeks  he  has  been  confined  to 
his  home.  At  times  he  suffered  intensely  but  always  with 
much  patience.  He  appreciated  that  his  life's  work  was 
ricne  and  for  more  than  a  month  prior  to  his  death  he 
suffered  Mttle,  but  day  by  day  his  life's  strength  was  eb- 
bing away.  About  2  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  he  be- 
came unconscious  and  at  7  o'clock  last  evening  his  spirit 
passed  awav  and  a  kind-hearted,  good  citizen  lay  as  if  In 
sleep.  , 

A.  R.  West  was  born  in  Mercer  county.  New  Jersey. 
March  17,  1831,  where  he  resided  until  he  was  about  eight 
years  old.  His  parents  then  moved  to  Philadelphia  and 
remained  there  about  nine  years.  Their  next  place  of  resi- 
dence was  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  where  they  re- 
mained until  1856,  when  they  came  to  Lyons,  Iowa,  and 
three-  years  later  to  Cedar  Rapids. 

When  quite  a  young  man  Mr.  West  engaged  in  the 
grain  and  produce  business  and  later  entered  an  insurance 
office.  During  this  time  he  was  studying  law  and  in  186!< 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  began  practice.  He  was 
elected  mayor  of  the  city  in  1866,  1867  and  1873.  In  1885 
he  served  a  year  as  city  attorney.  He  was  elected  city  mar- 
shal in  1892,  and  served  two  terms.  After  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  he  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  V.  Eastman 
under  the  firm  name  of  West  &  Eastman,  and  later  Henry 
Rickel  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  Mr.  West  and  his 
firm  were  attorneys  against  the  driven  well  patents,  which 
were  the  basis  of  the  most  expensive  litigation  of  any 
case  ever  tried  in  the  United  States  courts.  He  gave 
much  time  to  this  case  and  it  was  through  the  activity  ">f 
these  attorneys  that  the  farmers  of  the  west  were  saved 
from  immense  amounts  of  damages  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  collected.  A  few  years  ago  Jlr.  West  withdrew 
from  the  firm  and  has  since  had  associated  with  him  his 
son  in  transacting  a  general  law  and'  insurance  business. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

jlr.  West's  life  book  is  closed.  Therein  can  be  found 
many  things  to  commend  and  little  to  condemn.  He  was 
a  faithful  husband,  a  kind,  considerate  father,  and  a  citi- 
zen who  was  always  ready  to  give  the  best  of  his  time  and 
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ability  for  the  public  good.  The  funeral  services  will 
be  held!  tomorrow  afternoon  at  2:30  from  the  family  home 
on  Second  avenue  and  will  be  under  the  direction  of 
Apollo  commandery. 

As  stated  in  the  pages  of  this  history  Crescent  Lodge 
held  special  lodge  of  sorrow  tha't  there  might  be  given 
htting  expression  of  its  sense  of  loss  in  the  death  of  Bro. 
A.  R.  West.  This  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  Decem- 
ber 10,  1895.  Of  this  occasion  this  present  writer  made 
record  at  the  time  as  follows: 

Last  night  Crescent  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  held'  what 
is  known  as  a  "Lodge  of  Sorrow"  in  memory  of  the  late  A. 
R.  West,  who  was  an  honored  member  of  that  body.  Mem- 
bers of  Mt.  Hermon  lodge  and  others  were  present  by 
invitation.  The  prescribed  ritualistic  services,  beautiful 
and  impressive,  were  carried  through,  making  a  service 
of  beauty  and  appropriateness.  A  brief  address  was  made 
by  Hon.  John  T.  Hamilton,  a  life-long  friend  of  the  de- 
ceased', which  was  a  worthy  tribute  to  the  brother  in 
whose  honor  the  services  were  held.  In  his  address  Mr. 
Hamilton  said: 

"What's  done,  we  partly  may  compute. 
But  know  not  what's  resisted." 

Just  why  some  are  called  and  others  left  behind,  is  a 
question  frequently  asked  and  variously  answered  accord- 
ing to  the  belief,  reading,  experience,  or  environments  of 
the  person  answering,  each  one  having  different  views 
according  to  the  different  faiths,  different  surroundings 
and  different  means  of  obtaining  information.  Therefore, 
the  question  never  has,  and  never  will  be  solved  until 
finite  man  shall  have  put  on  infinity  and  passed  to  his 
long  home.  The  state  of  death  forms  only  a  vast  dem- 
ocracy in  which  all  are  equals ;  yet  when  one  who  has  been 
honored  by  the  people  dies,  the  event  may  well  be  noted, 
that  those  who  live  may  learn  his  worth  and  way  of  his 
advancement  wherein  may  be  disclosed  the  events  of  a 
life  all  too  short,  incomplete  and  broken,  quite  worthy  of 
remembrance. 

Scenes  like  this,  never  over  the  wide  world  lose  their 
interest.      Christian,    pagan,    and    infidel,    alike    celebrate 
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them,  and  in  varying  forms  and  with  different  hopes  and 
aspirations  come  to  mourn  at  the  demise  of  their  fellow 
men. 

We  are  assembled  within  this  hall  tonight  to  pay  lov- 
ing tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  departed  brother,  one  who 
has  been  known  to  most  of  us  for  many  years,  not  onlv 
to  scenes  of  which  these  walls  bear  mute  witness,  but 
as  a  citizen,  a  teacher,  as  well  as  one  in  authority,  not  in 
Masonry  alone,  But  in  civil  authority.  Genial  and  kindly 
in  his  nature,  having  a  brotherly  warmth  of  feeling  to  a 
degree  not  commonly  found  in  men,  ever  willing  to  aid 
and  comfort  an  erring  brother,  or  indeed  any  unfortunate 
or  erring  fellow  creature,  always  ready  to  give  of  his  time 
or  scanty  means  for  the  benefit  of  his  less  fortunate  fel- 
lows, ever  ready  to  give  meat  and  drink  as  well  as  tender 
nursing  to  those  in  sickness  and  affliction.  The  old  and 
infirm  were  special  objects  of  his  kindly  solicitude,  while 
hundreds  of  bootblacks,  newsboys  and  unprotected  youth 
of  all  classes  have  had  occasion  to  feel  and  know  that 
they  were  not  forgotten  of  mankind  by  his  thoughtful  and 
kindly  acts  of  charity  in  supplying  them  at  the  glad  Christ- 
mas time  with  some  of  the  delicacies  possessed  by  the 
more  fortunate  of  mankind.  He  was  unostentatious,  affa- 
ble and  approachable,  ever  ready  to  aid  in  a  good  cause, 
or  to  entertain  his  brethren  by  his  musical  entertain- 
ments. How  many  of  us  in  the  days  of  old  within  ths 
tyled  doors  of  Crescent  lodge  have  listened  to  his  familiar 
voice  in  song,  or  applauded  with  sincere  admiration  his 
recitation  of  "The  Mountain  Daisy."  With  what  tender 
pathos  he  portrayed  the  beauties  and  tender  memories 
contained  in  that  sweetest  of  all  the  many  sweet  poems  of 
the  immortal  Burns.  In  his  younger  days,  when  hope  was 
the  Inspirmg  ambition  of  his  life,  before  dread  disease 
nad  begun  to  sap  his  energies,  he  was  light-hearted  and 
genial  as  all  kindred  and  social  spirits  know,  quick  with 
repartee,  joyous  with  song,  clever  in  recitation  and  full 
of  brotherly  love.  As  a  worker  in  Blue  Lodge  Masonry, 
he  had  no  superiors  and  few  equals;  he  was  regarded  as 
authority  on  the  ritual  and  presided  in  the  east  with  much 
grace  and  dignity.  He  believed  in  the  old  adage  that 
"order  was  heaven's  first  law"  and  always  insisted  upon 
that  due  regard  for  decorum  in  the  meetings  of  the  lodge 
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which  he  so  much  loved  to  see  ohserved.  In  the  floor  work 
of  the  third  degree  he  took  especial  pleasure  and  rendered 
it  in  a  manner  1  peculiarly  beautiful  and  Imprfessive  and 
made  of  it  a  ceremony  full  of  suggestions  and  ennobling  as- 
pirations that  the  candidate  carried)  with  him  through  ail 
time.  He  hated  sham,  cant  and  hypocrisy;  he  was  con- 
spicuous for  candor  and  directness,  aggressive  In  opposi- 
tion to  what  he  believed  to  be  wrong,  loyal  to  his  faith 
and  averse  to  shifty  compromises;  an  ardent  lover,  a 
persistent  hater,  a  firm  believer  in  the  sanctity  of  mar- 
riage vows;  he  lived  and  died  a  poor  man,  but  was  al- 
ways too  rich  to  permit  another  to  own  or  buy  his  vote  or 
judgment.  That  he  had  foibles  is  but  to  say  he  was 
human.    "Let  him  that  is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone." 

Whether  we  see  the  bright  and  innocent  child  with 
its  rapidly  developing  mind,  or  the  strong  man  in  the 
pride  of  man(hood,  or  the  aged  sage  with  failing  powers, 
we  are  impressed!  with  tne  conviction  that  while  what  we 
see  is  mortal  and  destructible,  the  soul  which  we  dfa  not 
see  is  eternal  and  imperishable. 

Gone  from  us  to  return  no  more;  fallen,  but  little  past 
his  prime;  may  his  good  deeds  embalm  his  memory  and 
bear  solace  to  those  to  whom  he  was  nearest  and  dearest; 
and  may  we  hope  that  he  rests  well  now  from  his  weary 
tasks  and  tnat  it  is  time  as  the  Asian  prophet  says: 
"With  death  the  sunrise  comes; 
The  dewdirops  slip  into  the  shining  sea." 


GEORGE  F.  BENETT. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1868.) 

In  preparing  this  biographical  sketch  unexpected  in- 
formation was  foundi  in  the  memorial  compiled  by  the 
brethren  of  A.  O.  Fay  lodge  No.  670,  of  Highland  Park, 
Illinois.  Copy  of  this  was  sent  to  Crescent  lodge  and  for- 
tunately ordered  spread  upon  the  minutes.  With  this 
acknowledgement  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  quote  particu- 
lars as  taken  from  this  memorial. 
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George  Frederick  Benett  was  born  in  England  on  the 
4th  of  April,  1820.  At  an  early  age  while  he  was  but 
a  mere  boy,  he  left  home.  Like  many  another  lad  he 
heard  the  call  of  the  sea  and  sought  for  adventure  upon 
the  deep  waters.  His  first  experiences  were  gained  as 
cabin  boy  on  an  East  Indian  merchant  ship.  Between  this 
period  of  beginning  and  the  years  of  early  manhood  he  had 
passed  through  all  the  grades  as  a  merchant  sailor,  and 
had  visited  all  the  principal  ports  of  the  world. 

In  1846  he  had  risen  to  command  of  a  merchantman, 
and  during  that  year  sailed  his  ship  into  the  harbor  of  San 
Francisco,  then  belonging  to  Mexico.  To  later  friends  he 
described  what  is  now  a  great  city  as  being  then  a  small 
and  obscure  seaport,  the  town  consisting  principally  of  a 
mission  house  and  its  accessories.  During  the  next  few 
years  his  voyages  were  mostly  in  the  Pacific,  his  vessel 
trading  among  the  islands  of  that  great  ocean,  and  to  the 
continents  whose  shores  are  upon  its  waters.  Thus  he 
visited  China,  Japan,  Australia  and  other  countries.  Twice 
during  this  time  he  suffered  shipwreck. 

The  date  at  which  our  subject  abandoned  a  seafaring 
life  and  became  a  resident  of  the  United  States  is  un- 
known, but  it  was  probably  in  the  early  50's.  In  1857  he 
was  located  in  Illinois  and  was  made  a  Mason  in  Jo 
Davies  lodge  (No.  278  of  that  jurisdiction. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  1862,  he  was  elected  to  member- 
ship in  Crescent  lodge  No.  25.  In  1864  he  was  appointed 
Tyler  of  the  lodge,  in  1867  he  was  Senior  Warden  and 
in  1868  was  elected  Worshipful  Master.  In  any  and  all 
places  of  trust  and  responsibility  he  served  his  brethren 
well.  Those  among  the  older  members  who  can  recall 
his  qualities  of  head  and  heart  have  only  words  of  praiso 
for  his  memory.  After  serving  out  his  term  as  Master 
he  was  for  a  time  secretary  of  the  lodge.  Some  portions 
of  our  records  which  are  yet  preserved  show  his  work 
as  being  clear,  full  and  beautifully  written.  Upon  sev- 
eral occasions  where  more  than  usual  care  was  demanded 
of  the  secretary,  such  as  in  the  preparation  of  transcripts, 
etc.,  his  services  were  requisitioned,  and  were  willingly 
given.  In  fact  for  several  years  when  anything  of  a  cler- 
ical nature  was  needed  beyond  the  usual  routine,  he  was 
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called  upon.     He  served  as  secretary  of  Crescent  lodge 
until  1873. 

In  1S77  Bro.  Benett  removed  from  Cedar  Rapids  to 
Highland  Park,  Illinois.  Masonry  was  to  him  something 
real — a  part  of  his  dally  life.  He  therefore  wished!  to  hare 
a  fraternal  home  at  the  place  of  his  abode,  and  accord- 
ingly demitted  to  A.  O.  Fay  lodge.  There  his  qualities 
at  once  became  apparent  and  were  utilized.  In  1878  he 
was  elected  Senior  Warden.  From  18S3  to  1887  he  served 
as  secretary,  resigning  in  the  latter  year.  For  the  two 
years,  1889  and  1890,  he  was  treasurer  of  the  lodge.  Look^- 
ing  back  over  his  connection  and  his  labors  the  brothers 
of  Highland  Park  said: 

"During  the  sixteen  years  of  his  membership  here 
we  had  all  learned  to  love  him  for  liis  solid  worth.  Hia 
record  as  a  member  of  this  lodge,  in  his  goings  in  and 
out  before  the  brethren,  is  a  greater  memorial  than  any- 
thing your  committee  can  frame.  He  was  cast  in  a  rugged 
mold — a  man  of  decided  opinions;  fearless  in  the  pur- 
suit of  right,  as  he  saw  the  right.  He  was  ever  conscien-. 
tious  in  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  scrupulously  exact 
in  dealings  with  his  fellow  men.  Blunt  In  speech,  rigrfd 
in  honesty  and  warm  of  heart,  he  possessed,  in  fact,  all 
those  atti-ibutes  that  go  to  make  up  that  noblest  work  of 
God — 'a  thoroughly  honest  man.' 

"During  his  eventful  life  he  had  gathered  a  large  fund 
of  information,  which  he  applied  to  the  best  of  uses.  He 
was  a  devoted  student  of  the  higher  English  literature. 
He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Carlyle,  Ruskin,  Spencer  and 
Darwin  and  that  class  of  Eingllsh  writers  to  whom  not 
only  their  own  country,  but  men  everywhere,  are  greatly 
indebted. 

"Bro.  Benett  was  a  close  reasoner  and  a  deep  thinker. 
This  quality  gave  his  letters  and  essays  a  rare  Interest. 
His  sturdy  independence  and  hatred  of  all  shams,  as 
matter  of  course,  created  some  friction  along  his  path- 
way of  life,  but  such  is  the  experience  of  all  sincere 
characters. 

"No  brother  in  distress  ever  appealed  to  him  in  vain. 
In  fact  he  was  always  ready  to  respond  to  a  cry  for  help. 
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no  matter  the  source  from  which  it  came,  or  how  humble 
the  applicant.  Taking  him  all  in  all  we  shall  not  soon 
meet  his  like  again.  His  memory  will  be  an  Inspiration  to 
those  members  of  this  lodge  who  enjoyed  the  priyilege 
of  his  acquaintance,  to  spur  them  onward'  to  the  dis- 
charge of  duty." 

Surely  no  greater  tribute  can  be  paid  the  memory  of 
one  who  has  finished  his  life  work.  That  a  brother  whose 
name  is  among  the  Past  Masters  of  Crescent  Uodge  was 
so  deserving  is  matter  of  jwide. 

Bro.  Benett  died  in  his  native  country.  The  task  (St 
ascertaining  time  and  place  of  death  was  taken  up  by  a 
committee  of  A.  O.  Fay  Lodge.  After  much  inquiry  and 
waiting  the  facts  were  made  known  in  the  following  letter 
from  a  niece  at  Southampton,  England,  dated  January 
11,  1894: 

"In  reply  to  your  letter,  just  received,  I  give  you  the 
details  required  regarding  my  dear  Uncle  Benett's  death. 
He  had  been  living  with  me  for  sixteen  months,  during 
which  time  he  was  quite  an  invalid,  suffering  from  a  com- 
plication of  diseases — tumor  of  the  stomach,  dropsy  and 
some  vascular  derangements.  Hence  he  was  a  great  suf- 
ferer, but  he  endured  it  all  with  patience  and  courage 
to  the  end. 

"His  death  occurred  at  my  home  on  the  21st  day  of 
October,  1893,  he  being  then  at  the  age  of  73  years,  ana 
was  buried  in  the  Southampton  Cemetery,  a  few  minutes' 
walk  from  my  house.  Faithfully  yours, 

BLANCHE  M.  DIX." 

The  picture  thus  presented  is  of  a  real  man,  stroug 
and  unyielding  where  principle  was  involved,  rigid  In  his 
integrity,  yet  with  a  heart  of  tenderness  and  soul  filled 
with  love  for  his  fellows.  God  grant  that  Crescent  Lodge 
may  never  be  without  brethren  of  his  quality  and  abilities. 
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AMASA   MANN. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1871.) 


The  life  of  an  organization  can  be  divided  into  dis- 
tinct epochs.  These  correspond  in  some  measure  witli 
the  divisions  of  Individual  existence.  There  is  weak  In- 
fancy, active  youth,  vigorous  young  manhood  and  sedate 
maturity.  It  is  possible  to  trace  each  of  these  per- 
iods in  the  life  of  Crescent  lodge,  and!  to  define  by  years 
the  times  at  which  it  passed  from  one  period  of  develop- 
ment to  another.  When,  in  1871,  the  brother  of  whom  we 
now  write,  was  called'  upon  to  guide  the  local  craft,  it 
was  just  emerging  from  a  ras(h  and  somewhat  erratic 
youth  to  enter  upon  a  period  of  broader  growth.  In  fact 
the  lodge  was  attaining  its  majority.  And  as  the  faults 
which  may  be  forgiven  to  adolescence  are  severely  blamed 
if  continued  into  manhood,  so  must  we  look  for  greater 
consistency  of  action  in  the  maturing  organization.  The 
transition  period,  alike  in  the  individual  and  the  society, 
is  critical,  and  some  strong  and  well-balanced;  influence  is 
needed  that  each  may  take  right  course.  At  this  juncture, 
therefore,  it  was  fortunate  that  the  lodge  should  have  had 
brothers  fitted  for  their  delicate  and  responsible  duties. 
The  policies  and  ideas  which  had  heretofore  sufficed  were 
no  longer  fitting  nor  adequate.  Yet  the  changes  had  to 
be  effected  in  such  way  that  susceptibilities  of  the  older 
brothers  were  not  wounded.  To  this  difficult  duty  Bro. 
Mann  brought  excellent  judgment  and  fine  tact.  The  work 
he  so  well  begun  in  1871  Bro.  John  T.  Hamilton  ably  con- 
tinued during  the  three  succeeding  years.  The  life  of  this 
brother  is  one  which  should  be  given  in  details  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  our  information. 

Amasia  Mann  as  born  in  Frankfort,  New  York,  in  1839. 
Jlis  education  was  that  of  the  time,  plain  and  practical, 
and  secured  at  or  near  the  family  home.  But  the  abilities 
of  the  lad  made  of  ordinary  advantages  a  more  than  ordin- 
ary use.  In  consequence  he  acquired  a  tincture  of  learn- 
ing beyond  that  which  satisfied  the  average  youth.  And 
this  he  put  to  use  within  the  next  succeeding  years.     Id 
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the  year  185S  he  set  forth  upon  what  was  then  the  long 
and  diifficuU  journey  to  the  territories  of  the  Northwest 
coiast.  Railroads  at  that  date  harely  reached  to  the  Mis- 
souri river,  and  choice  was  between  the  long  overland 
trail  or  by  way  of  the  oceans  and  the  isthmus.  This  latter 
was  chosen  by  our  subject,  and  for  nine  years  he  remained 
upon  the  coast  and  the  far  west.  During  these  years  he 
tested  and  tempted  fortune  in  Washington,  Montana,  Idaho 
and  British  Columbia.  A  portion  of  the  time  was  spent  in 
teaching,  while  business  projects  attracted  him  and  were 
successfully  pursued  at  several  points. 

But  through  all  these  years  a  lodestone  had  attracting 
power,  even  at  distance  of  across  the  continent  or  around 
by  the  way  of  both  oceans.  And  so  we  find  that  in  1867 
our  brother  returned  to  the  old  home,  and  within  a  few 
months  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Devendorf.  But  object 
of  the  return  was  now  accomplished,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  1867  Bro.  Mann  and  his  bride  were  journeying  west- 
ward. This  time,  however,  the  destination  Was  less  re- 
mote, the  location  fixed  and  purpose  known.  Thomas  Dev- 
endorf, the  present  city  treasurer  of  Cedar  Kapids,  a 
brother-in-law,  came  with  Mr.  Mann  to  this  city.  The 
former  had  extended  mercantile  experience,  and  the  busi- 
ness faculties  of  our  subject  had  been  well  brushed  up 
during  his  sojourn  on  the  coast.  These  two  associated 
themselves,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  Devendorf  &. 
Mann,  were  for  many  years  the  leading  dry  goods  mer- 
chants of  this  city.  The  very  excellent  qualities  of  our 
brother  put  him  in  touch  with  the  best  elements 
of  the  commvmity.  He  at  once  gained  a  respect  and  sin- 
cere regard  which  never  failed.  In  all  the  relations  of 
life  his  duties  were  well  and  faithfully  performed.  He 
was  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and  of  kindly  spirit.  His 
ideal  of  real  manhood  was  high  and  by  this  he  governed 
his  conduct.  He  was  in  no  sense  a  politician,  yet  had 
interest  in  the  affairs  and  welfare  of  the  city,  and  for  one 
term  served  as  alderman  of  the  Fifth  Ward. 

Bro.  Mann  left  Cedar  Rapids  for  Chicago  in  1890,  fill- 
ing position  of  cashier  for  the  Northwestern  Insurance 
company  from  that  time  until  his  death.  His  life  was 
terminated  really  by  unremitting  and  apparently  tireless 
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industry.  The  duties  o£  his  position  were  exacting,  and 
lie  would  not  neglect  any  detail.  In  consequence  tte 
over-strained  body  gave  way.  There  were  only  a  few 
days  of  sickness,  and  the  end  came  on  March  28,  1897, 
at  the  family  home  in  a  Chicago  suburb.  The  remains 
were  brought  to  Cedar  Rapids  for  burial,  services  being 
held  from  the  home  of  a  sister.  As  an  evidence  of  es- 
teem in  which  deceased  was  held  the  representative  char- 
acter of  those  who  served  as  pall-bea.rers  is  sufflcienc. 
These,  as  noted  in  a  local  paper  of  the  time,  were  Messrs. 
G.  F.  Van  Vechten,  W.  W.  Higley,  J.  F.  Allison,  C.  W. 
Burton,  P.  C.  Frick  and  W.  A.  Buchanan.  These  were  old 
friends  and  neighbors,  who  by  this  last  sad  office,  paid 
tribute  to  one  whom  they  had  known  so  long  and  favor- 
ably. 

The  Masonic  history 'of  Amasa  Mann  dates  from  a  per- 
iod beyond  his  coming  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He  joined  Cres- 
cent lodge  by  demit  June  17,  1867,  Immediately  after 
reaching  the  city.  In  1870  he  was  Senior  Warden,  and 
Master  in  1871. 


JOHN    TAYLOR    HAMILTON. 


(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1873,  1874,  1875.) 


It  is  excellent  test  of  a  man's  Masonic  qualities  if  he 
has  not  forgotten  duties,  though  other  cares  may  press 
thick  upon  him.  To  give  time  and  work  to  the  lodge 
is  easy  if  one  has  few  distractions  or  if  the  nature  of 
avocation  allows  ample  time.  The  credit  comes  whjen  Ma- 
sonry is  remembered  by  the  busy  man.  It  is  surely  an  an- 
swer to  those  who  assert  that  we  are  concerned  with  trivi- 
alities if  those  to  whom  life  is  very  real  and  earnest  and 
filled  with  duties  will  yet  devote  time  and  attention  to 
service  of  their  brethren.  And,  again,  the  credit  grows 
if  this  interest  through  a  long  term  of  years  shows  no 
signs   of    slackening,   but  rather    increases    with.    time. 
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Such  steadfastness  betokens  a  durable  character,  and  a 
well-grounded    Masonic    education. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  oldest  affiliating 
Past  Master  of  Crescent  Lodge.  The  years  since  he  so 
■well  served  his  brethren  have  been  crowded  with  other 
successes  and  honors;  duties  of  many  kinds  have  been 
pressed  upon  him,  yet  three  decades  have  not  dimin- 
ished his  zeal  for  Masonry,  nor  has  he  by  disuse  become 
unfitted  lor  present  and  effective  work. 

John  Taylor  Hamilton  was  born  at  Geneseo,  Henry 
county,  Illinois,  October  16,  1843.  On  the  paternal  side 
he  derives  from  Scotch  ancestry,  as  the  name  abundant- 
ly indicates.  His  grandfather,  Alexander  Hamilton,  came 
to  America  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  settling  in  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  where  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  born.  In  1839  the  father  came  west,  making 
a  new  home  in  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  -upon  the 
farm  near  Geneseo,  John  T.  was  born,  and  there  spent 
the  years  of  boyhood  and  youth.  The  rudiments  of  ed- 
ucation were  secured  in  a  little  log  school  house  near 
his  home.  The  attainments  thus  made  possible  were 
later  supplemented  by  a  period  of  study  at  Geneseo 
Academy.  These  youthful  years,  spent  under  the  par- 
ental roof,  with  kindly  discipline  and  with  habits  of  in- 
dustry early  formed,  laid  foundation  for  a  broad,  strong 
character,  and  made  possible  the  successes  which  after- 
wards attended  labors  of  his  manhood.  During  the  year 
1864  our  brother  jnade  first  essay  in  business  at  Geneseo, 
and  remained  in  that  town  until  1868. 

By  that  time  Bro.  Hamilton  had'  tested  his  own  qual- 
ifications and  had  gained  confidence  in  his  own  judgment. 
He  then  sought  a  field  of  wider  opportunity,  and  early 
in  1868  came  to  Cedar  Rapids.  Within  a  very  short 
time  the  young  man  formed  partnership  with  A.  T.  Aver- 
ill,  the  firm  dealing  in  farming  machinery.  From  the 
first,  success  of  the  ibusiness  was  assured,  and  into  it 
our  subject  put  an  energy  tempered  with  good  judgment, 
which  has  never  since  failed  in  advancement  of  his  ma- 
terial interests.  In  IS  74  the  firm  name  was  changed!  to 
Hamilton  &  Amidon,  which  continued  until  1891,  when 
the  two  younger  brothers   of  our  subject  purchased  Mr. 
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Amidon's  part  of  the  business.  Since  that  time  the  firm 
name  of  Hamilton  Brothers  has  been  synonymous  with 
success.  Year  after  year  the  business  has  broadened  and 
extended  its  scope,  until  now  it  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant and  widest  known  of  its  lines  in  Iowa.  The  three 
brothers  forming  the  firm  are,  it  may  be  said,  all  mem- 
bers of  Crescent  lodge.  In  other  things  our  subject  has 
been  no  less  successful.  He  has  been  long  and  Inti- 
mately connected  with  the  banking  interests  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  is  recognized  as  being  especially  skilled  in 
larger  matters  of  finance  and  economics. 

We  may  state  emphatically  that  our  brother  is  not 
a  politician,  at  least  in  usual  acceptation  of  that  term. 
As  a  man  who  values  his  citizenship  and  realizes  that 
duties  accompany  privileges  he  has  interest  in  all  pub- 
lic matters,  to  form  opinions  thereon,  and  to  express 
these  forcibly  and  clearly  as  indications  by  which  a 
man's  judgment  is  guaged  and  qualifications  estimated. 
Having  these  requisites  he  is  marked  for  service.  In 
1878  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city,  and 
his  administration  was  an  excellent  one.  For  three 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 
During  three  terms,  or  six  years,  he  represented  this 
county  in  the  Iowa  Legislature  and  ^as  elected  Speaker 
of  the  House  in  the  Twenty-third  General  Assembly.  In 
1890  he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  this,  the  Fifth 
District  of  Iowa,  and  rendered  excellent  service  while  in 
that  body.  The  fact  of  his  election  in  a  district  strongly 
inclined  to  the  party  other  than  that  with  which  he  held, 
goes  to  prove  our  statement  that  he  wa&  and  is  not  a 
politician.  His  preferments  have  come  by  the  free  suf- 
frages of  those  who  know  and  appreciate  his  qualities 
of  head  and  heart.  In  more  recent  years  Bro.  Hamilton 
has  given  freely  of  time  and  ability  to  service  of  the  city, 
and  in  many  instances  his  business  perceptions  and 
trained  judgment  have  been  of  great  value  in  municipal 
affairs.  As  member  of  the  public  library  board  he  has 
materially  aided  in  making  that  institution  worthy  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  He  is  also  one  of  the  commissioners 
having  in  charge  municipal  water  plant  and  supply  sys- 
tem, lately  brought  under  public  control. 
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The  mere  enumeration  of  these  engagements,  pub- 
lic and  private,  is  suffcient  to  indicate  the  demands  upon 
our  brother.  Fortunately  he  possesses  that  excellent 
faculty  of  resolving  all  duties  to  system,  thus  economiz- 
ing both  time  and  labor.  But  we  are  concerned  here 
rather  with  his  subtler  characteristics,  as  these  appear 
to  those  knowing  him  best.  These  sketches  are  for  the 
future,  and  other  generations  of  Masons  should  know 
what  manner  of  men  were  those  who  have  been  promi- 
nent and  honored  in  the  lodge.  The  accompanying  por- 
trait shows  the  pleasing  face  of  one  yet  in  the  full  strength 
of  manhood.  The  years  have  brought  touch  of  ripeness, 
but  no  sapping  of  vigor.  His  is  a  commanding  presence, 
erect  and  well-proportioned.  He  has  that  delightful 
suavity  of  manner  which  distinguishes  men  whose  dig- 
nity is  sate  and  who  can  unbend  without  derogation.  A 
courteous  greeting  and  a  smile  puts  one  at  ease  and 
open  with  nim,  however  trivial  the  occasion.  These  ars 
the  surface  indications.  Beneath  these  one  finds  the 
foundations  of  a  strong  character,  rigidly  squared  to  the 
cardinal  points  of  conscience.  With  Mm  great  kindli- 
ness of  soul  toward  his  fellows  is  consonant  with  stem 
requirements  of  rectitude  for  himself.  He  can  repre- 
hend wrong-doing  or  evil  tendencies  in  unmistakable  lan- 
guage and  with  manner  that  cuts  deep  and  sure  to  tEe 
heart  of  offending.  But  there  follows  on  this  the  swift 
counsel  for  amendment,  and  strong  hand  of  encourage- 
ment and  assistance  to  one  who  may  have  erred  and 
repented.  It  is  this  blending  of  elements  of  justice  and 
mercy  in  our  brother's  judgments  and  actions  upon  which 
we  would  most  strongly  insist  and  most  greatly  admire. 
In  his  Masonic  career  these  characteristics  have  agsCln 
and  again  been  evidenced.  During  his  three  years  of 
Mastership  the  ability  to  govern  and  to  judge  had  repeat- 
ed tests.  Defiance  to  constituted  authority,  attempted 
usurpation,  and  transgression  of  Masonic  law — all  these 
he  had  to  meet.  The  lodge  found  in  each  instance  that 
he  was  well  fitted  to  uphold  its  rights,  its  privileges  and 
its  dignity.  There  is  a  strain  of  fighting  blood  in  his 
,make-up.  In  one  such  case,  knowing  the  lodge  to  be  clear- 
ly in  the  right,  he  dared  maintain  the  same  even  though 
tee  highest  authorities  of  the  jurisdiction  were  opposed. 
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And  splendidly  the  lodge  sustained  him  in  this  matter. 
Yet  when  this  right  was  proven  and  acknowledged,  there 
was  no  trace  of  bitterness  or  desire  for  revenge  in  Bro. 
Hamilton's  further  recommendations.  Rather  his  voice 
was  one  that  counseled  speedy  healing  of  the  breach,  and 
action  which  would  allay  all  feeling.  Such  is  poor  por- 
traiture of  a  Past  Master  whom  Crescent  Lodge  Is  proud 
to  remember  among  its  honored  names.  It  is  sufficient 
to  add  that  his  own  faults  or  mistakes  are  ever  freelv 
and  openly,  acknowledged,  nor  does  he  expect  more  from 
others   than   himself  is  willing  to  perform. 

Bro.  John  T.  Hamilton  was  made  a  Mason  in  Stewart 
Lodge  No.  92,  located  at  Geneseo,  Illinois.  The  date  of  his 
initiation  was  April  21,  1868.  The  Fellow  Craft  degree  was 
conferred  November  12th  of  the  same  year,  and  the 
sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  on  March  25,  1869.  He 
was  admitted  as  a  member  of  Crescent  Lodge,  upon  de- 
mit, June  28,  1869,  At  the  succeeding  election  he  was 
chosen  as  Junior  Warden,  Senior  Warden  in  1872  and 
Worshipful  Master  for  the  years  1873,  '74  and  '75.  The 
growth  of  the  lodge  and  the  official  acts  of  our  brother 
during  this  time  are  given  in  their  proper  place. 


GEORGE   M.  OLMSTED. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1876.) 

It  required  a  man  of  strong  and  attractive  personali- 
ty to  take  up  the  work  of  Master  of  Crescent  lodge  in 
the  sevenues,  and  to  maintain  the  standard  which  had  for 
many  years  been  set.  Selections  were  very  carefully 
made,  and  all  the  qualities  which  had  been  tried  and 
brought  out  in  lower  places  were  weighed  before  choice 
was  settled.  The  fact  of  election  was  then  a  strong  en- 
dorsement of  mental  and  moral  superiority.  The  details  of 
his  administration,  as  shown  elsewhere  in  this  book,  give 
evidence  that  the  brothers  were  rightly  guided. 

George  M.  Olmsted  was  born  at  Leyden,  Lewis  county, 
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New  York,  in  1845.  At  that  place  Ms  early  years  were 
spent,  and  he  remained  there  until  manhood.  His  educa- 
tion, beyond  the  public  schools,  was  received  at  the  Oneidi 
Conference  Seminary,  at  Oazenovia,  New  Yorli.  Soon  after 
graduation  the  young  man  came  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Cedar 
Rapids  in  1865.  Bro.  Olmsted  entered  at  once,  and  with 
all  the  energy  of  young  manhood,  into  the  business  life 
of  the  city.  He  was  first  interested  in  a  soap  factory  in 
the  city,  which  was  for  years  a  prosperous  concern.  After- 
wards he  engaged  In  the  wholesale  butter  and  cheese 
business,  and  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Shaver  &  Olmsted.  He  was  eminently  successful,  and  suc- 
cess was  deserved,  coming  as  reward  of  industry,  perse- 
verance and  shrewd  business  management.  For  a  num- 
ber of  year  he  represented  his  ward  in  the  city  council, 
and  was  a  valuable  member  of  that  body. 

One  who  wrote  of  his  qualities  at  time  of  his  death 
thus  summed  up:  "Mr.  Olmsted  was  a  quiet,  unassuming 
gentleman;  not  easily  cultivated,  but  one  of  the  truest  of 
friends.  His  reputation  for  charity  and  kindly  works  is 
well  known,  although  in  all  his  good  deeds  he  has  been 
unostentatious."  He  was  devoted  to  his  home;  a  true- 
hearted  Christian  gentleman,  and  a  Mason  who  carried 
into  all  relations  of  life  the  principles  and  teachings  of 
the  fraternity.  Death  came  to  him  with  message  from  the 
Master  September  12,  1897,  and  as  release  after  long  and 
painful  illness. 

Bro.  George  M.  Olmsted  received  the  degrees  in  Cres- 
cent lodge.  The  date  of  his  initiation  was  December  31, 
1866.  The  Fellow  Craft  degree  was  conferred  February 
4,  1867,  and  on  December  2,  1867,  he  was  raised  to  the 
Sublime  Degree  of  Master  Mason.  He  was  elected  and 
served  as  Junior  Warden  in  1873  and  '74,  was  Senior  War- 
den in  1875,  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1876.  He  demitted 
from  the  lodge  August  2,  1881,  and  did  not  again  affiliate 
with  either  of  the  local  bodies. 
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JOHN   OWEN   BAXTER. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1878-79.) 


As  one  after  another  of  these  sketches  pass  through 
the  hands  of  the  writer  the  truth  is  borne  in  on  him  that 
the  qualities  of  men  are  wonderfully  adaptive.  How  excel- 
lently these  brethren,  each  in  his  own  time  and  under 
differing  circumstances,  have  filled  the  requirements. 
Precedents  and  fixed  law  do  much  to  guide  the  Master 
of  a  lodge  and  to  hold  him  within  prescribed  limits,  but 
each  one  meets  problems  which  he  must  solve  for  himself, 
and  be  governed  by  his  own  judgment,  experience  and 
common  sense.  It  is  by  the  quick  grasp  and  analysis  ot 
such  situations  that  we  may  best  judge  fitness  of  any 
given  man  for  his  place. 

Crescent  Lodge  has  been  very  fortunate  in  the  men 
chosen  through  all  the  years  for  its  highest  place.  Their 
adaptibility  to  strange,  sometimes  to  critical  circumstances, 
has  been  cause  for  congratulation.  Yet  some  of  these 
have,  more  than  others,  shown  an  all-around  excellence 
and  among  the  number  of  these  would  we  place  our  pres- 
ent subject.  And  this  judgment  is  formed  without  dis- 
credit to  any  other  of  the  splendid  line  of  Past  Masters. 
Bro.  Baxter  has  been,  and  is,  a  strong  man.  His  features 
and  presence  are  sufilcient  to  tell  us  that.  He  is  fit  to 
govern.  For  h^  can  be  stern  upon  proper  occasion,  should 
kindly  methods  not  sufilce.  Yet  there  is  wealth  of  kind- 
ness in  his  nature,  and  unlooked-for  humor  bubbles  just 
"beneath  the  surface. . 

John  O.  Baxter  was  born  at  Llanfair-caereinion,  Mont- 
gomeryshire, Wales,  March  22,  1843.  In  the  same  place 
the  family  had  been  settled  for  several  generations, 
though  the  original  stock,  as  the  name  denotes,  is  pure 
English.  He  traces  a  connection  with  Richard  Baxter,  the 
famous  non-conforming  divine  of  the  seventeentfli  century. 
In  this  rugged  and  romantic  land  our  brother  lived  until 
his  fourteenth  year,  and  there  gained  the  rudiments.  With. 
others  of  the  family  he  came  to  America  in  1857,  finding 
a  home  in  the  new  land  at  Berlin,  Wis.    Here  his  educa- 
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tlon  was  furthered  by  attendance  in  the  graded  and  high 
sclhools. 

At  Berlin  and  afterwards  at  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  our 
subject  thoroughly  learned  his  trade,  that  of  marble  cut- 
ter, giving  his  attention  to  monumental  work.  At  this  he 
continued  until  the  war.  On  August  12,  1861,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry.  After- 
wards he  served  in  the  same  regiment  as  sergeant  and 
sergeant-major,  and  was  discharged  June  15,  1865,  at  Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin.  Like  most  of  tlhat  great  army  of  citizen- 
soldiers,  Bro.  Baxter  turned  at  once  from  the  profession 
of  arms  to  the  pursuits  of  peace.  Returning  to  his 
old  home  at  Berlin  he  took  charge  of  a  shop  for  his  former 
employer.  At  this  work  and  in  the  same  place  he  re- 
gained until  1871.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
going  into  business  for  himself,  and  has  ever  since  been 
a  resident  of  the  city,  associated  with  its  growing  indus- 
try and  a  factor  in  its  prosperity. 

Bro.  Baxter  was  made  a  Mason  in  Berlin  Lodge  No. 
38,  at  Berlin,  Wis.,  the  date  of  his  raising  being  June  5^ 
1869.  He  joined  Crescent  lodge  by  demit  May  19,  1874. 
In  1878  he  was  really  surprised  by  election  to  the  Master- 
ship. So  satisfactory  was  his  work  of  the  year,  that  ha 
received  a  re-election.  He  is  especially  proud  of  the  rit- 
ualistic accuracy  and  force  of  the  work  during  his  terms. 
And  after  these  years  so  closely  has  he  kept  in  toucn 
with  things  Masonic,  that  his  frequent  assistance  in  con- 
ferring of  degrees  is  called  for  and  always  appreciative 
because  of  earnestness  and  dramatic  force. 

Asked  as  to  what  first  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  fra- 
ternity, Bro.  Baxter  replied  that  while  in  the  army  he  had 
frequent  opportunity  of  estimating  its  value.  He  was  or- 
dered to  Madison,  Wis.,  as  one  of  a  party  to  look  after 
drafted  men.  He  noticed  with  surprise  that  *he  officer  in 
charge  placed  instant  confidence  in  a  stranger,  and  was 
guided  by  his  statements  and  opinions.  The  sergeant's 
curiosity  was  aroused  and  he  asked  explanation  of  this  un- 
usual reliance  on  another.  For  answer  the  officer  touched 
the  Masonic    emblem    which    he    wore.      An    institution 
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■which  begat  such  confidence  between  members,  eyen 
though  strangers,  was  he  thought,  a  good  thing,  and  he 
then  made  resolution  which  was  carried  out  after  the 
close  of  the  war. 


THOMAS  MATTHEW  GIBERSON. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1880-1881.) 

As  we  have  elsewhere  intimated  each  succeeding  Mas- 
ter of  Crescent  Lodige  has  brought  to  the  place  something 
of  his  own  individuality.  And  thus  there  is  built  up  abont 
and  becomes  part  of  the  oiEce  a  body  of  tradition  and 
of  precedent,  to  which  each  in  turn  has  contributed  un- 
consciously of  the  best  in  his  nature.  Were  we  required 
to  characterize  in  few  words  the  qua,lities  of  our  present 
subject,  and  those  which  found  most  forcible  expression  in 
his  administration  as  Master,  we  would  attribute  to  his 
business  capacities  precedence  over  ceremonial  Insistence. 
A  reference  to  the  chapter  wherein  Is  recorded  what  was 
accomplished  during  his  terms  will  bear  out  this  state- 
ment. And  this  is  not  meant  to  Imply  that  ritualistic 
work  of  the  lodge  fell  from  standard  under  his  Master- 
ship. Only  it  is  believed  that  with  him  the  organization 
and  the  brethren  profited  most  because  of  strict  adher- 
ence to  correct  business  principles.  It  is  easy  for  officers 
to  become  indifferent  or  careless  at  points  where  their 
own  greatest  interest  is  not  enlisted.  A  change  brings 
other  matters  uppermost,  and  the  healthful  poise  and  bal- 
ance is  preserved. 

Bro.  Giberson  Is  a  very  familiar  figure  to  Masons  of 
Cedar  Rapids.  His  portrait  will  at  least  suggest  a  man 
of  optimistic  thought,  to  whom  life's  brighter  side  is  al- 
ways turned,  and  who  manages  to  find  daily  cause  for 
smiling.  When  a  man  puts  on  avoirdupois  in  moderation 
it  may  be  taken  to  indicate  a  good  digestion  and  a  fairly 
clear  conscience.  Just  comfortable  weight,  of  course,  !>» 
meant;  enough  to  round  out  the  figure  and  add  to  dignity 
ft') 
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of  appearance.  We  can  hope  that  from  our  words  breth- 
ren of  halt  a  century  beyond  these  times  may  know  the 
men  who  are  in  the  Master's  line.  We  shall  fail  utterly 
if  they  do  not  classify  Bro.  Giberson  as  one  of  comfort- 
able habit,  with  heart  and  brain  well  developed,  the  per- 
sonification of  kindness  and  good  nature.  Yet  he  can, 
upon  proper  occasion,  be  stern  and  sharp  of  speech  and 
action.  A  real,  genuine  man,  he  hates  sJiams  and  hypo- 
crisies, and)  can  express  his  condemnation  in  very  virile 
words.  Our  orother  having  been  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, under  whose  supervision  this  history  was  pre- 
pared, the  writer  has  had  excellent  opportunity  to  test  his 
temper  and  to  estimate  his  character.  And  we  can  do  no 
less  than  certify  to  the  wisdom  of  his  suggestions  and  the 
quick  comprehension  of  all  matters  brought  to  his  at- 
tention. Much  that  is  commendable  in  the  plan  and  ex- 
ecution of  this  work  is  owing  to  Bro.  Giberson's  thought- 
ful and  constant  attention  to  details. 

Thomas  Matthew  Giberson  is  a  native  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward's county,  Ontario,  Canada,  born  at  Demorestville,  No- 
vember 11.  1850.  While  yet  a  small  boy  the  family  re- 
moved to  Belleville,  Canada.  Here  he  received  his  educa- 
tion. About  the  time  of  obtaining  his  majority  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  located  at  Cedar  Rapids,  August 
1,  1871.  His  has  been  a  life  of  industry,  and'  he  began 
his  labors  in  this  community  by  securing  position  as  clerk 
in  a  grocery  store.  In  a  quiet  way  and  at  his  leisure  time 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law.  It  took  patience  and  perse- 
verance thus  to  conquer  a  profession,  but  our  brother  per- 
sisted and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  His  inclination  was 
for  some  time  toward  politics.  This,  however,  not  as  a 
professional,  but  rather  that  he  might  match  his  wits  and 
abilities  in  good-natured  contest  with  others.  For  the 
years  1882-1886  he  represented  the  Fourth  ward  as  alder- 
man in  the  city  council.  He  served  for  two  years  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  for  eight  years  as  judge  of  the  Su- 
perior Court — from  1893  to  1901.  Since  that  time  he  ap- 
parently has  been  content  with  public  honors  gained  and 
is  devoted  to  private  business  affairs. 

Before  even  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
Bro.  Giberson  petitioned  and  was  received  into  the  Mason- 
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Ic  fraternity.  He  was  initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice 
in  Crescent  lodge,  September  7,  1874;  passed  October  5 
and  was  raised  November  3,  of  tlie  same  year.  After 
serving  as  Senior  Deacon  he  was  in  1877  elected  as  Senior 
Warden  and  for  1880  and  1881  filled  the  Oriental  ctair. 
Several  incidents  and  events  of  these  two  years  gave  oc- 
casion to  judge  his  capabilities,  and  in  no  instance  was 
he  found  wanting.  He  Is  now  the  third  oldest  living  Past 
Master,  but  is  not  yet  to  be  classed  among  those  who  have 
served  out  their  day  of  usefulness.  Rather  can  it  be  said 
that  he  is  at  the  very  prime  of  his  manhood  and  at  the 
best  of  his  Masonic  career. 


WILLIAM  HARRIS  SMOUSE. 


(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1882.) 


We  are  fortunate  in  securing  from  friends  of  our 
brother  very  complete  information  for  the  purposes  of  this 
sketch.  His  own  modesty  would  doubtless  be  content  with 
barest  outline;  his  worth  gives  ug  free  hand  in  using  all 
available  material.  Bro.  Smouse  was  born  April  10,  1833, 
in  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania.  While  still  a  small  child 
the  family  removed  to  Somerset  county,  in  the  same  state. 
Here  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed,  and  his  edluca- 
tlon  secured.  In  April,  1854,  having  just  attained  hds  ma- 
jority, he  came  west,  remaining  for  a  few  months  near 
Dixon,  Illinois.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania.  The  object  of  that  journey  to 
the  old  home  is  explained  by  fact  that  our  subject  was, 
on  November  21,  1854,  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Baker. 
In  the  hurried  trip,  however,  he  ihad  spied  out  the  land 
of  promise,  and  a  return  to  the  west  was  henceforth  in 
his  thoughts,  and  in  April,  1856,  he  came  again  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  Lee  county.  For  four  years  he  was  engaged 
in  farming.  But  the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi  of- 
fered greater  inducements  to  his  energy  and  industry,  and 
in  February,  1860,  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids.  For  about 
one  year  he  was  engaged  in  the  harness  trade,  after  which 
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he  entered  employ  of  Messrs.  N.  B.  Brown  and  Harper  to 
saw  ties  for  the  Cedar  Rapids  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Company  (C.  &  N.  "W!.),  then  building  westward  from  this 
city.  Other  employments  of  a  temporary  nature  followed 
during  the  spring  and  summer  months  of  1862.  War  ex- 
citement was  then  at  its  height  in  this  community,  and  on 
August  13  of  that  year  our  brother  enlisted  in  Company 
G.  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  regiment 
encamped  at  Muscatine  and  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  September  18. 

Bro.  Smouse  is  one  of  that  honorable  class  of  old 
soldiers  who  require  to  be  drawn  out  before  talking  of 
their  services.  Such  men  as  he  are  delightful  conversa- 
tionalists when  once  the  ice  of  their  reserve  is  broken,  and 
tneir  relations  of  war  experiences  are  both  interesting 
and  accurate.  For  this  reason  we  have  secured  from  our 
brother  a  statement  of  his  army  service,  believing  it  will 
have  value  in  filling  out  and-  giving  estimate  of  his  life. 
The  Twenty-fourth  was  during  October,  1862,  ordered 
south  to  Helena,  Ark.,  and  spent  the  winter  in  and  around 
that  point.  It  was  not  a  period  of  inactivity,  short  cam- 
paigns being  made  up  the  White  and  Arkansas  rivers. 
The  Cold  Water  and  Tallahatchie  expeditions  occurred 
during  this  time,  as  also  the  opening  of  Yazoo  Pass.  In 
April,  1863,  the  regiment  was  ordered  down  the  Missis- 
sippi to  Milliken's  Bend,  La.,  from  thence  to  begin  the 
march  to  the  rear  of  Vicksburg. 

"Our  first  day's  march,"  writes  Bro.  Smouse,  "brought 
us  twenty-five  miles  west  of  Vicksburg,  to  a  small  Louisi- 
ana town  called  Richmond,  and  there  we  encamped  for  the 
night.  This  was  April  16,  1863,  and  then  our  gunboats 
ran  the  blockade  at  Vicksburg.  Where  we  lay  we  could 
plainly  hear  the  booming  of  cannon.  We  continued  our 
march  down  the  west  side  of  the  river  until  we  reached 
Briensburg,  and  there  crossed  the  Mississippi.  Thence 
we  marched  east  to  Port  Gibson,  where  we  found  the 
enemy  in  force.  We  gave  battle  an3  put  them  to  flight, 
driving  them  on  toward  Vicksburg,  routing  them  after  a 
hard  battle  at  Champion  Hill.  At  this  battle  one  of  the 
members  of  Crescent  lodge  lost  his  life.  This  was  Absa- 
lom Sines,  who  was  a  Sergeant  in  my  company.    He  was 
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a  man  esteemed  by  all.  In  the  heat  of  battle  a  cannon 
shot  brought  him  down.  He  was  terribly  wounded  and 
death  was  almost  instantaneous.  We  continued  to  press 
upon  the  retiring  enemy  at  Bolton  Station  and  Black 
iRiver  Bridge,  not  making  another  stand  until  they  reached 
their  works  in  the  rear  of  Vlcksburg. 

"After  the  surrender  of  Vlcksburg  we  were  sent  south 
to  New  Orleans,  where  we  joined  Gen.  Banks'  army,  and 
marched  out  through  western  Louisiana  as  far  as  Ope- 
lousas,  having  during  this  time  a  few  skirmishes  with 
Gen.  Dick  Taylor's  army.  Afterwards  we  returned  to  New 
Iberia,  La.  Here  I  was  detailed  on  recruiting  duty  and 
sent  home  to  Cedar  Rapids  to  recruit  Company  G  up  to 
its  proper  strength,  so  that  it  would  be  entitled  to  a  sec- 
ond lieutenant.  I  secured  the  men,  and  the  commission 
was  made  out  to  me.  This  commission  was  sent  to  head- 
quarters in  the  field.  But  before  I  reached  the  command 
the  company  had  lost  so  many  men  in  Banks'  Red  River 
campaign  that  it  was  not,  after  all,  entitled  to  a  second 
lieutenant.  Hence  I  was  left  out,  although  I  held  the  po- 
sition of  Quartermaster  Sergeant  of  the  regiment.  After 
a  perilous  trip  by  steamboat  up  the  Red  River  we  met  our 
troops  at  Alexandria,  La.,  on  their  way  down.  Fighting 
and  marching  by  day  and  night  we  reached  M&fganza 
Bend,  on  the  Mississippi,  pretty  well  worn  out.  Remaining 
here  a  few  days  to  recover  from  exhaustion  we  went  down 
the  river  to  New  Orleans.  After  making  a  few  stops  we 
went  west  to  Thibadaux,  La.  On  July  20  1864,  we  were 
ordered  to  New  Orleans,  there  to  board  steamers  for  some 
point  unknown  to  us.  On  the  22nd  we  went  on  board  the 
steamship  "Star  of  the  South."  We  steamed  down  the 
Mississippi  under  sealed  orders.  Arriving  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  about  sunset  we  waited)  until  morning,  that  the 
tide  might  enable  us  to  cross  the  bar.  We  disposed  of 
our  river  pilot  and  put  oui  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Here 
our  sealed  orders  were  opened  and  found  we  were  to  re- 
port to  the  commanding  oflScer  of  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 
Nine  days  of  beautiful  sailing  weather  brought  us  to  our 
destination.  There  we  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the 
national  capital.  We  arrivedi  at  Washington  at  2  o'clock 
on  Sunday  morning,  August  1,  1864.  But  our  stay  was 
short,  as  we  left  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  for  the  front. 
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We  therefore  had  no  opportunity  to  see  the  city,  only  as 
we  marched  up  Pennsylvania  avenue.  Ours  was  the  first 
Iowa  regiment  to  enter  Washington.  We  went  to  Mono- 
cacy,  Maryland,  when  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan  was  organizing 
his  army  to  operate  against  Gen.  Tubal  A.  Early  in  the 
Shenandioah  Valley.  I  saw  General  Sheridan  when  he 
made  his  famous  ride  of  October  19th,  which  turned  defeat 
into  a  glorious  victory  for  the  Union  army,  and  inflicted  a 
loss  upon  Early  from  which  he  never  recovered.  On  Jan- 
uary 6,  1865,  we  left  Winchester,  Va.,  and  on  the  20th  ar- 
rived at  Savannah,  Georgia.  Gen.  Sherman  was  just  start- 
ing for  the  north,  and  we  were  left  to  keep  open  communi- 
cation and  to  forward  supplies..  The  regiment  left  Savan- 
nah, March  4th,  for  Morehead  City,  North  Carolina,  arriv- 
ing there  on  the  9th.  On  this  trip  we  experienced  a  ter- 
rible storm  at  sea,  on  the  night  of  the  8th.  This  was  so 
severe  that  many  gave  up  all  hope  of  ever  seeing  land 
again.  From  thence  we  went  to  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  and 
were  encamped  at  the  latter  place  when  news  was  re- 
ceived of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  The  war* 
was  now  really  ended,  but  we  were  moved  from  one  point 
to  another  until  at  Savannah,  on  July  17,  1865,  the  regi- 
ment was  mustered  out  of  service.  We  arrived  at  Daven- 
port, July  26,  and  on  August  4th  myself  and  the  others 
from  this  place  were  back  in  Cedar  Rapids." 

The  very  careful  and  accurate  statement  thus  given  in 
Bro.  Smouse's  own  words  will  aid  others  in  the  future  to 
understand  the  methodical  nature  of  the  man.  His  knowl- 
edge of  dates  and  movements  does  not  depend  upon 
memory,  for  during  all  these  exciting  years  he  kept  jour- 
nal of  events  in  which  he  was  concerned.  These  same 
characteristics  of  accuracy  and  care  were,  we  are  informed, 
the  notable  features  of  his  administration  of  lodge  af- 
fairs. He  was  prompt  and  decisive,  but  in  all  things  the 
quiet,  lovable  nature  of  the  man  was  so  evident  that  he 
was  a  real  binding  force  and  center  of  brotherly  senti- 
ment for  the  organization. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1865,  our  brother  entered  the 
employ  of  Bro.  B.  F.  Rowland  and  remained  with  him  for 
more  than  twenty  years.  In  April,  1886,  he  went  into 
the  harness  business  for  himself,   in  company    with    his 
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son,  on  First  avenue.  In  1898  he  purchased  the  wholesale 
stock  and  business  of  B.  P.  Howland  and  removed  to  his 
present  place  on  First  street. 

In  Bro.  Smouse's  Masonic  record  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  no  date  is  given  of  his  initiation.  This  was  doubtless 
an  oversight  on  part  of  secretary  in  making  out  returns, 
and  the  minute  book  has  long  been  lost.  He  was  passed 
to  the  second  degree  July  17,  1869,  and  raised  [November 
15,  of  the  same  year.  In  1871  he  was  Junior  Steward  and 
next  term  Senior  Steward.  In  1875  he  was  elected  Junior 
warden  and  in  1882  was  chosen  as  Worshipful 
Master.  In  all  these  positions  he  served  his  brethren 
with  "freedom,  fervency  and  zeal." 


EDGAR  ALLEN  CHARLES. 


(Ma,ster  Crescent  Lodge  1883-1884.) 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  trace  out  and  put  into  connected 
form  the  events  which  make  up  a  clean  and  useful  life, 
when  the  subject  is  insistent  that  nothing  of  interest  or 
importance  distinguishes  his  career.  It  leaves  the  writer 
free  to  record  judgment  and  estimates  of  other  men,  passed 
upon  character  and  worth  of  one  who  shrinks  from  extended 
personal  statement.  "There  is  very  little,"  writes  Bro. 
Charles,  "in  my  life  which  will  be  of  interest,  either  to 
you  personally,  or  to  the  fraternity  at  large."  Yet  as  one 
traces  out  this  life  now  In  its  prime  of  usefulness;  as  the 
opinions  and  remembrances  of  others  are  sought,  there  is 
growing  pleasure  in  the  record  made. 

Bro.  Charles  comes  of  a  family  known  and  honored 
among  the  pioneers  of  this  city.  The  name  of  his  father, 
J.  F.  Charles,  is  of  constant  recurrence  in  early  activities 
of  the  community.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Cedar  Rapids 
August  12,  1855,  in  a  small  brick  house  located  whtere  the 
Public  Library  building  now  stands.  Shortly  afterwards 
his  parents  removed  to  a  farm,  which  is  nov/  a  part  of  the 
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site  of  Kenwood.  Here  they  remained  until  1863,  at  that 
time  returning  to  Cedar  Rapids.  In  this  city  our  brother 
spent  the  years  of  youth  and  manhood  until  18&5,  when 
he  removed  to  Ocala,  Florida.  Previous  to  this  removal  he 
had  been  associated  with  his  father  in  the  grocery  business, 
from  1878  to  1885.  The  climate  of  Florida  and  the  sur- 
roundings of  his  location  not  proving  beneficial  and  con- 
genial Bro.  Charles  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids,  remaining 
here  until  1890.  During  these  years  he  was  variously  em- 
ployed, as  grocery  clerk,  machinist,  and  later  in  the  postal 
service.  He  removed  to  Minneapolis  in  1890,  and  has  re- 
sided in  that  city  continuously  since  that  time. 

These  few  dates  are  really  only  the  skeleton  of  facts, 
the  filling  in  with  flesh  and  blood  of  narrative  must  wait  in 
any  instance  the  completed  life.  Yet  during  the  years 
covered  it  is  possible  to  catch  glimpses  of  a  man  well  and 
usefully  employed.  One  hears  from  those  who  were  his 
contemporaries  and  companions  of  characteristics  which 
gained  esteem.  All  these,  did  space  permit,  should  be  gath- 
ered to  round  out  and  give  interest  to  this  sketch. 

Brother  Charles  was  made  a  Mason  in  Crescent  Lodge 
— initiated  October  14,  1878;  passed  November  11,  1878; 
and  raised'  January  13,  1879.  He  was  almost  immediately 
pressed  into  service,  his  qualities  promising  to  be  and  prov- 
ing valuable.  He  was  elected  Junior  Warden  In  1879  and 
1880;  and  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  in  1883  and  again 
in  1884.  In  Grand  Lodge  of  the  latter  year  Bro.  Charles 
was  honored  by  election  as  Junior  Grand  Warden.  This 
was  regarded  as  compliment  both  to  the  brother  and  to 
Crescent  Lodge,  and  was  greatly  appreciated. 
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WILLIAM    ELSOM. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1886,  1887  and  1889— Junior  Grand 
Warden  1894.) 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  ,a  man  of  strong  per- 
sonality. He  stands  out  in  t)he  memories  of  his  brethren 
in  full  proportions.  Very  firm  and  decided)  in  words  and 
manner,  he  needed  more  than  passing  acaualntance  to 
bring  to  knowledge  the  finer  characteristics  of  his  nature. 
Indeed  at  times  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  Bro.  Klsom 
effected  a  brusquerie  to  hide  sympathies  which  were  yery 
near  the  surface.  In  all  things  he  was  manly  and  earnest. 
The  very  force  and  insistence  of  his  nature  may  have  fre- 
quently aroused  antagonisms,  but  those  who  were  his 
strongest  opponents  never  lost  respect  andl  esteem  for 
his  stalwart,  uncompromising  character.  He  accounted 
for  what  he  termed  his  "obstinacy"  by  further  statement 
that  he  had  the  "John  Bull"  characteristics  strongly  de- 
veloped. Yet  those  who  "Bad  only  known  him  as  ag- 
gressive and  determined  in  matters  claiming  his  atten- 
tion, were  sometimes  surprised  to  find  there  was  an  alto- 
gether different  and  a  softer  side  to  his  being.  Slow  and 
cautious  in  making  friends,  once  made  these  were  bound 
to  him  with  hooks  of  steel,  and  for  them  no  sacrifice  could 
be  demanded  too  great  for  him  to  make.  And  all  his 
rugged  manhood  rose  in  arms  to  defend  the  weak  against 
attempted  wrong.  The  writer  has  in  min3  more  than  one 
instance  when  Bro.  Elsom  played  Champion's  part  for 
widows  and  orphans  of  his  brethren,  with  but  few  know- 
ing thereof.  In  his  soul  there  was  a  great  and  abiding  sym- 
pathy for  the  suffering  and  the  sorrowing,  though  for  re- 
lief he  sought  rather  to  do  good  by  stealth.  In  the  home 
life  he  was  ever  kindly,  thoughtful  and  indulgent.  He 
was  perhaps  deemed  somewhat  careless  of  the  little  amen- 
ities and  conventionalities  of  life.  His  reserve  in  ordinar.y 
acquaintance  needed  a  gradual  thawing  out.  Nor  can  we 
close  this  summing  without  reference  to  the  high  standard 
of  morals  which  he  had  fixed  for  himself,  andl  to  which 
he  expected  his  friends  and  brothers  should  conform. 
For  one  who  transgressed  this  code  his  condemnation  was 
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outspoken  and  severe,  but  for  the  repentant  offender  Ms, 
was  first  voice  to  forgive  and  first  to  encourage  amend- 
ment of  life. 

To  Bro.  Elsom  Masonry  was  something  real  and  im- 
portant. He  was  not  satisfied!  with  mere  knowledge  of 
forms  and  ceremonies,  but  sought  by  persistent  study  to 
gain  knowledge  of  the  Craft.  He  was  an  indefatigable 
collector  of  Masonic  literature,  tending  chiefly  to  histor- 
ical matters.  In  ritualistic  work  of  the  lodge  he  was  fairly 
accurate  and  very  impressive;  in  matters  of  business  a 
reliance  and  counselor  to  successive  Masters.  In  his  later, 
years  he  was  one  of  the  strongest  advocates  of  movement 
which  resulted  in  building  of  the  present  Temple,  and 
many  of  his  ideas  were  followed  in  construction  and  ar- 
rangements. 

William  Elsom  was  bom  July  10,  1846,  in  the  town 
of  Spalding,  Lincolnshire,  England.  When  but  10  years 
of  age  he  left  home  and  found  employment  on  an  English 
railroad,  which  business  he  followed  in  various  capacities 
both  in  his  native  country  and  in  America,  until  1892. 
In  1870  he  came  to  the  United!  States  and  to  Cedar  Rapids 
in  the  following  year.  Here,  after  some  time  engaged  In 
railroad  construction  he  oecame  connected  with  the  old 
street  car  management  of  the  city  and  was  superintendent 
of  the  system  until  June,  1892.  After  that  time  and  until 
sickness  incapacitated  him  from  further  labor  he  was  en- 
gaged with  the  Bever  Land  company.  In  all  his  employ- 
ments he  will  be  remembered  as  an  active,  energetic 
worker,  exacting  yet  kindly,  brusque  in  manner  and  plain 
in  speech,  yet  tender  and  sympathetic  to  those  who  saw 
beneath  the  surface. 

The  facts  of  this  life  are  thus  briefly  summed.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  the  writer  requested  additional  information 
from  Bro.  Elsom  for  another  purpose,  but  he  believed  that 
details  of  his  career  could  have  little  interest  to  the  breth- 
ren. In  other  fraternal  work  our  brother  was  also  prom- 
inent. He  was  a  strong  figure  in  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  For  a  number  of  years  he  served  as 
chairman  of  their  Grand  Lodge  Finance  Committee,  and 
at  time  of  his  death  was  Grand  Receiver  (treasurer)  of 
that  order.     He  had  been  one  of  the  strongest  supporters 
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of  that  body  In  the  state,  upholding  it  during  the  period  of 
its  fallen  fortunes  in  Iowa,  and  being  among  those  who 
have  made  possible  the  immense  growth  of  later  years. 
Because  of  his  official  position  in  this  society,  and  at  his 
own  request,  Bro.  Elsom's  funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  their  Grand  Lodge,  though  his  personal  preference 
would  have  been  otherwise  for  Masonic  burial.  Although 
not  being  able  to  attend  on  this  sad  occasion  as  a  lodge, 
very  many  of  the  brethren  of  Crescent  were  present  and 
marched  in  a  body. 

William  Blsom  was  initiated  in  Crescent  lodge  January 
12,  1874,  was  i>assed  March  16,  and  raised  April  8,  1874. 
In  1878  he  was  elected  Junior  Warden,  and  as  Senior 
Warden  in  1885.  Chosen  as  Worshipful  Master  in  1886 
he  was  re-elected  for  the  succeeding  year,  and  again  re- 
turned to  the  same  position  in  1889.  He  became  well 
known  in  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  1894  was  honored  by  elec- 
tion as  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  that  body. 


WILLIAM  HOPKINS  GAMBLE. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1888.) 

The  reserved  and  delicate  qualities  of  manhood  often 
make  more  forceful  appeal  to  confidence  and  true  friend- 
ship than  do  the  impulsive  characteristics.  One  certain  of 
his  own  powers  and  capabilities  is  not  apt  to  become  intim- 
ate with  casual  acquaintance.  His  friendship  is  worth  the 
winning  and  the  waiting.  Yet  such  a  man  is  easily  mis- 
understood by  those  who  are  heedless  of  character  and  who 
form  opinions  of  their  fellows  by  some  sort  of  false  intui- 
tion. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  who  had  but  few 
really  intimate  friends,  but  those  chosen  for  tried  worth 
and  perfect  congeniality.  And  these,  knowing  in  turn 
the  splendid  qualities  of  this  quiet,  self-contained  man,  ad- 
mired him  for  characteristics  of  head  and  heart  not  appar- 
ent to  others.     Our  brother's  life  was  exemplary,  and  his 
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standard  of  thought  and  action  high.  A  gentle  chivalry 
brightened  all  his  being  and  made  his  character  lovable 
to  those  who  knew  him  best.  To  his  mother  and  sister 
his  manly  devotion  was  something  rare  and  beautiful. 
The  call  of  the  Master  came  while  yet  he  was  in  prime  of 
years  and  activities.  To  his  memory,  and  in  behalf  of 
his  brethren,  we  drop  the  sprig  of  acacia. 

William  H.  Gamble  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, Louisiana,  October  8,  1852.  When  ten  years  old  he 
was  sent  north  to  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  shortly  afterwards 
to  Belfast,  Ireland.  In  that  country  he  attended  school 
at  Groomsport  until  1S65.  He  then  returned  to  America 
and  to  Brooklyn.  In  that  city  he  completed  his  education. 
This  was  principally  obtained  in  Public  School  No.  13,  in 
Degraw  street,  famous  in  its  day  for  methods,  scholarship 
and  the  young  men  sent  out  equipped  for  life.  IHe  was  a 
graduate  of  this  institution. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  early  in  the  70's  and 
William  first  entered  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Vanderbilt 
Bros.,  a  wholesale  seed  and  agricultural  house.  Later  he 
was  with  his  uncle's  firm,  Messrs.  Gamble  &  McNeil,  then 
pork  packers  of  New  York  City.  Afterwards  he  secured 
position  with  John  Sinclair  &  Co.,  then  New  York  agents  for 
T.  M.  Sinclair  &  Co.,  of  Cedar  Rapids.  During  his  con- 
nection with  this  firm  his  business  qualities  and  integrity 
brought  frequent  promotion.  H«  was  made  cashier,  and 
about  1876  was  sent  to  Chicago  to  manage  a  pork  packing 
house  controlled  by  the  Sinclairs.  From  Chicago  he  came 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  at  once  entered  the  employ  of  T.  M. 
Sinclair  &  Co.  With  this  house  he  remained  until  reorgan- 
ization of  the  firm  in  1899.  He  then  resignedi,  and  for  some 
time  previous  to  his  death  was  an  operator  on  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade.  The  end  came  with  sudden  shock  to  his 
friends,  fatty  degeneracy  of  the  heart,  with  other  complica- 
tions, being  the  cause  of  death.  The  remains  were  taken 
to  the  old  home  at  Brooklyn.  In  the  beautiful  cemetery  at 
Greenwood,  and  beside  those  of  his  immediate  family  our 
brother  was  laid  to  rest. 

On  May  12,  1884,  Wm.  H.  Gamble  was  initiated  as  an 
Entered   Apprentice    Mason    in    Crescent   lodge.    He  was 
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passed  to  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  J-une  9,  and  raised  as  a 
Master  Mason  July  16  of  the  same  year.  His  excellent  qual- 
ities marked  him  for  speedy  promotion  in  the  line  of  Ma- 
sonic service.  For  part  of  the  lodge  year  1885  he  acted  as 
Secretary,  and  as  such  made  out  the  annual  returns.  In 
1886  he  was  elected  Senior  Warden  and  chosen  to  the 
Master's  chair  in  1888.  His  was  essentially  a  business  ad- 
ministration, but  in  the  work  of  the  lodge  he  was  earnest, 
dignified  and  impressive.  The  high  standard  which  Masters 
of  Crescent  lodge  have  set  for  themselves  and  their  suc- 
cessors suffered  no  lowering  while  he  occupied  the  East. 


ROBERT  GAMBLE. 


(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1890.) 


Many  of  the  facts  which  make  up  biography  for 
Bro.  William  H.  Gamble,  already  given,  must  of  necessity 
be  repeated  in  the  present  sketch,  the  two  men  being  broth- 
ers. Robert  Gamble  was  bom  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
August  IS,  1854.  He  also  attended  school  for  a  time  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  afterwords  at  Groomsport,  Ireland. 
During  the  spring  of  1865  the  brothers  returned  to  America 
and  again  entered  the  Brooklyn  public  schools,  remaining 
there  until  graduation. 

Upon  completion  of  his  school  course  Robert  Gamble 
went  to  sea,  and  made  several  long  voyages  in  sailing  ships. 
This  period  of  his  life  was  filled  with  incidents,  and  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  details  are  not  now  available.  He  had  a 
love  for  the  life  and  afterwards  went  to  China,  where  for  a 
time  he  was  second  officer  on  a  coasting  steamer.  In  18g'4 
or  thereabouts,  our  subject  came  again  to  the  United  States. 
He,  with  his  brother  William,  was  in  the  employ  of  a 
Chicago  firm.  From  there  he  came  to  this  city  to  take 
position  with  the  Sinclair  company,  and  afterwards  went 
to  Sioiix  City.  He  was  a  man  of  a  roving  and  unsettled 
disposition.     Since  1892  no  word  has  come  from  or  of  him 
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to  other  members  of  the  family,  and  it  is  presumed  that 
he  is  dead. 

Robert  Gamble  was  initiated  In  Crescent  Lodge  Jan- 
uary 11,  1884;  passed  March  17,  and  was  raised  on<  April  22 
of  the  same  year.  He  served  the  lodge  as  Junior  Steward 
in  1885,  was  Junior  Warden  in  1888,  Secretary  tor  1889, 
and  elected  Worshipful  Master  in  1890.  In  all  these  posi- 
tions he  did  excellent  work.  As  secretary  he  gained  special 
commendation  from  Grand.  Lodge.  He  filled  the  Master's 
place  with  satisfaction,  uniting  kindliness  and  dignity  in 
government  of  the  lodge.  For  many  years  he  was  carried 
upon  the  rosters,  in  hope  and  expectation  that; he  would 
again  be  heard  from.  But  at  last  it  was  considered  beyond 
doubt  that  somewhere  in  his  wanderings  our  brother's  life 
had  ended,  <  and  "Finis"  was  written  regretfully  upon  the 
page  of  his  Masonic  history. 


JONH    A.    KIMBRO. 


(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1891.) 


The  subject  of  our  present  sketch  was  born  in  Ijewis- 
burg,  Greenbrlar  county.  West  Virginia,  February  27,  1841. 
His  father,  Robert  W.  Kimbro,  was  a  native  of  Nortfi 
Carolina.  In  1857  the  elder  man  removed  with  his  family 
to  Linn  county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm.  He  remained 
in  the  west  but  a  short  time,  returning  the  next  year  to 
the  old  home  in  West  Virginia,  where  he  spent  the  rest 
of  his  days.  The  son,  however,  elected  to  remain  in  the 
newer  country.  He  had  received  a  common  school  edu- 
cation suitable  to  his  age  while  in  West  Virginia  and  this 
was  continued  and  supplemented  after  the  removal  to 
Iowa.  He  worked  on  the  farm,  and  then  and  there  formed 
those  habits  of  industry  which  have  ever  since  been  char- 
acteristic of  the  man. 

At  the  outbreak  of  Civil  War  Bro.  Kimbro  offered 
his  services,  enlisting  September  22,  1861,  in  Company  A, 
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Fifteenth  Iowa  "Volunteers.  At  the  close  of  its  term  of 
service  this  entire  regiment  re-enlistedi  as  veterans,  and 
■with  it  our  brother  served  to  the  close  of  the  great 
war.  This  splendid  body  of  Iowa  manhood  saw  hard 
service,  being  engaged  at  Shiloh,  Corinth  and  luka.  It 
als<i  took  gallant  and  important  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  The  mischance  of  war  came  to  Bro.  Kimbro  at 
the  battle  of  Atlanta,  where  he  was  captured  by  the  Con- 
federate forces  and  taken  to  Andersonville.  In  that  ter- 
rible prison  he  remained  for  two  months,  when  an  ex- 
change was  effected.  But  upon  release  andi  after  rejoin- 
ing his  regiment  his  physical  condition  was  such  that  he 
was  sent  to  the  hospital.  His  recovery  was  slow  and  he 
remained  inactive  until  close  of  the  war,  being  discharged 
»t  Davenport  in  August,  1865. 

For  a  few  years  after  his  return  Bro.  Kimbro  turned 
his  hand  to  varioiLS  occupations,  and  developed  a  skill 
which  has  well  served  him  in  later  years.  In  1872  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N.  railroad  as  a 
fireman  and  in  1876  was  promoted  to  engineer.  In  this 
capacity  he  has  remained)  through  all  the  intervening 
years,  gaining  experience  and  knowledge,  until  now  the 
value  of  his  veteran  service  is  aicknowledged  by  those 
who  judge  the  merits  of  men  on  the  great  railroad  sys- 
tem  with  which  he  is  connected. 

Bro.  Kimbro  is  a  splendid  representative  of  the  sec- 
ond generation  of  Masons  which  Crescent  lodge  has  first 
instructed  and  then  honored.  He  was  initiated  July  12, 
1886,  passed  August  9,  1886  and  raised  September  27, 
1886.  He  speedily  proved  his  good  qualities,  and,  as 
usual,  the  lodge  was  quick  to  take  advantage  of  his  abil- 
ities. In  1889  and  1890  he  served  as  Senior  Warden  and 
in  1891  passed  to  the  Oriental  chair.  As  a  stralghtforwar.I 
executive  head  he  made  a  good  impression  for  his  admin- 
istration, while  as  a  worker  he  upheld  the  best  traditions 
of  Crescent  lodge.  Nor  have  the  head  and  heart  and  tongue 
of  our  brother  lost  their  cunning.  He  can  yet,  upon  fre- 
quent occasion,  fall  hack  into  the  old  place  and  teach 
the  lessons  of  JIasonry  and  recite ,  its  magnificent  ritual 
in  a  manner  which  is  impressive  in  tone  and  dignifiedi  by 
the  presence  and  character  of  the  man. 
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GEORGE    MARTIN    JOHNSON. 

(Master   of   Crescent  Lodge   1892-1893.) 


It  is  a  task  to  overcome  the  diffidence  of  modest  men 
and  to  prevail  upon  them  to  give  necessary  facts  for  pre- 
paring adequate  biographical  sketches.  We  know  them 
■well  in  their  daily  lives,  yet  cannot  lead  them  to  be- 
lieve that  the  occurrences  of  individual  history  or  recital 
of  their  acts  can  be  of  interest  to  others.  The  subject 
of  our  present  sketch  is  one  of  these  reserved  individuals, 
and  whatever  is  ascertained,  beyond  bare  biographic 
facts,  must  be  gleaned  from  others  than  themselves. 
Such  are  the  men  who  do  their  life  work  well  but  quietly, 
and  slip  from  their  generation  leaving  no  record  but  in  the 
perishing  memories  of  their  fellows.  Fortunately  in  this, 
and  several  other  like  cases  of  the  present  work,  the 
brother  is  with  us,  and  we  are  dependent  upon  no  hear- 
say evidence. 

Bro.  Johnson  was  born  at  Trondjheim,  Norway,  May 
12th.  1848.  In  this  quaint  old  northern  city,  full  of  his- 
toric memories  reaching  back  to  the  times  of  the  vikings, 
his  childhood  and  youth  were  spent  andi  his  education  re- 
ceived. Insensibly  one  gains  from  early  environment 
much  of  fixed'  character.  The  very  atmosphere  which 
hangs  about  such  an  old-world  city,  the  legends  which 
there  persist  of  old-time  deeds,  all  these  have  had  in- 
fluence little  to  be  suspected  in  the  make-up  of  our  quiet 
brother.  Talk  to  him  of  the  forays  of  the  Norsemen, 
of  the  weird  beliefs  and  ancient  stories  still  to  be  heard 
on  the  Norwegian  fiords,  and  you  will  be  surprised  at  the 
extent  and  accuracy  of  his  information.  Something  there 
is,  too,  about  the  Crispinian  occupation  which  fosters  hab- 
its of  study  and  concentrated  thought.  The  man  ham- 
mering patiently  al  his  bench  will  often  surprise  you  with 
quick  and  forceful  expression  on  the  deeper  problems  of 
life  and  the  trend  of  current  events. 

Our  brother  came  to  America  and  to  Iowa  in  1865. 
He  first  located  at  Wiaukon,  Allamakee  county,  removing 
to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1875.    Here  he  found  speedy  and  re- 
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munerative  employment  at  his  trade,  and  found  also  con- 
genial surroundings  and  companions.  While  readily  mak- 
ing pleasant  acquaintances  our  subject  was  and  is  slow 
in  forming  friendships,  but  these  once  fixed  are  enduring. 
Gradually  he  gathered  a  little  group  of  such  friends,  and 
thus  having  gained  influence  and  respect  became  perma- 
nent in  the  community. 

There  is  a  touch  of  the  mystical  in  Bro.  Johnson's 
individuality.  This  shows  only  when  he  is  fully  drawn 
out  in  sympathetic  company.  Such  trait  had  influence  in 
attracting  him  to  the  Masonic  institution.  Speaiklng  of 
this  matter  to  the  writer  our  subject  said:  "My  reading 
and  information  gathered  by  observation  and  inquiry 
proved  to  me  that  the  Masonic  fraternity  must  have  in  it 
much  of  value  and  importance  to  attract  and  retain  mem- 
bership of  the  best  men  in  all  countries.  I  had  also  seen 
so  many  evidences  of  its  good  works  that  I  resolved  to 
petition  for  its  mysteries."  Accordingly  we  find  iu  the 
record  that  he  was  received,  the  date  of  his  initiation  be- 
ing December  17,  1888.  He  was  passed  January  14,  1889, 
and  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree  of  a  Master  Mason  Feb- 
ruary 18th  of  the   same  year. 

Bro.  Johnson  applied!  himself  zealously  to  the  acquire- 
ment of  Masonic  knowledge.  His  talents  were  at  once  ap- 
preciated and  in  the  year  of  his  entrance  ihe  was  appoint- 
ed Senior  Deacon.  So  well  did  he  perfect  himself  in  the 
work  that  the  next  year  he  was  elected  Senior  Warden'. 
At  the  election  of  December  7th,  1891,  he  was  given  the 
highest  honor  in  the  gift  of  his  brethren  of  Crescent  lodge 
and  called  upon  to  preside  over  its  deliberations  and  direct 
its  labors.  For  the  two  years  1892-1893  he  served  as  Wor- 
shipful Master,  gaining  reputation  far  beyond  the  local 
body  as  a  thoughtful  and  expert  ritualist.  Crescent  has 
had  many  before  and  since  who  as  Masters  were  devoted 
and  ardent  workers,  and  whose  rendition  of  the  ceremon- 
ies has  been  beautiful  and  full  of  meaning.  It  Is  no  dis- 
paragement of  these  to  say  that  many  of  the  brethren 
yet  delight  to  hear  Bro.  Johnson  acting  as  Senior  Deacon 
or  as  Master,  giving  impressiveness  to  the  ritualistic 
work.     The   second  year  of  his   service   as  Master  was 

84 
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made  notable  by  the  addition  of  more  new  members  thaa 
during  any  preceding  pprlod  of  lodge  history. 

During  these  years,  also,  the  most  active  and  result- 
ful  work  was  done  in  bringing  to  material  form  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple  project.  Only  those  who  took  active  part 
in  pushing  the  plan  to  success  can  have  adequate  idea  of 
tne  labor  involved.  It  was  a  time  of  general  financial 
stringency,  and  there  was  added  the  apathy  and  in  some 
cases  the  honest  opposition  of  brethren.  Bro.  Johnson 
was  one  of  the  few  who  refused  to  be  discouraged,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  obstacles,  and  who  persevered  until  the  Tem- 
ple was  completed  and  occupied. 

It  is  much  to  have  proven  ability  and  to  have  reaped 
the  rewards  of  quick  appreciation,  but  it  is  far  more  to 
retain  the  sincere  respect  and  brotherly  affection  of  all 
the  mem'bers  of  a  lodige  as  large  as  ours.  That  this  can 
truthfully  be  said  of  Bro.  Johnson  is  the  best  tribute  to 
his  worth  and  character. 

After  the  death  in  1904  of  "Father"  Farr,  who  for  so 
many  years  was  Tyler  of  both  lodges,  Bro.  Johnson  was 
selected  for  the  place,  and  now  guards  the  outer  door  for 
all  Masonic  bodies  meeting  in  this  city. 


MARTIN   EVANS. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1894-95,  1898-99.) 

Reviewing  the  line  of  our  Past  Masters  the  members 
of  Crescent  Lodge  can  not  but  be  proud  of  the  men  thus 
brought  to  mind.  Some  of  them  stand  out  prominent  for 
knowledge  of  Craft  history,  some  for  their  tact  and  un- 
failing courtesy  in  dealing  with  men,  and  others  for  the 
skill  with  which  they  have  handled  difficult  questions. 
All  of  them,  from  first  to  last,  have  evidenced  ability  and 
proven  just  right  for  time  and  place. 

The  writer  would  give  to  the  subject  of  this  present 
sketch  a  pre-eminence  in  ritualistic  ability.  Others  may 
have  been  even  more  accurate  in  rendition,  but  not  one. 
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before  or  since,  has  given  to  the  beautiful  language  and 
weighty  lessons  of  Masonic  teaching  a  greater  degree  of 
impresslveness  than  this  brother.  Voice  and  presence  aid 
the  deep  earnestness  with  which  he  gives  utterance  to 
words  of  Masonic  import.  For  this  gift  he  will  long  be 
remembered  in  Crescent  lodge. 

Bro.  EJvans  was  born  in  Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin, 
March  10th,  1859.  His  early  years  were  spent  upon  a  farm, 
and  his  education,  confined  to  the  common  schools,  was  ob- 
tained at  Nashotah.  Wis.  His  first  employment  away  from 
home  was  secured  at  Milwaukee,  where  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Railroad  company.  From  that  point  he  was  transferred 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  coming  to  this  city  October  28th,  1886. 
Here  after  a  few  years,  as  his  acquaintanceship  enlarged 
and  his  abilities  became  known,  he  was  given  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility,  in  all  of  which  he  acquitted 
himself  with  credit. 

Though  not  a  politician  Bro.  Evans  had  the  qualittea 
which  make  a  man  valuable  to  his  fellows,  and  almost 
without  effort  on  his  part  he  was  nominated  for  sheriff 
of  Linn  county  and  elected  to  that  responsible  and  hon- 
orable office  In  1900.  This  position  he  held  for  four  years, 
in  everything  connected  therewith  winning  golden  opli- 
ions.  Kindly  to  those  committed  to  his  charge,  he  was  yet 
strict  in  discipline.  From  this  public  office  our  brother 
passed  again  into  private  life,  with  the  credit  of  having 
largely  increased  the  number  of  his  real  friends.  He  was 
then  tendered  and  accepted  position  as  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  Cedar  Rapids  &  Marlon  City  Railroad, 
which  he  now  holds. 

Bro.  Evans  was  first  Induced  to  consider  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  its  beauties  and  advantages,  by  the  inflnences 
of  his  home.  His  wife  had,  through  a  loved  uncle,  been 
in  touch  with  Masonry  and  had  learned  to  admire  it.  Such 
kindly  Influence  is  that  which  best  directs  any  man,  and 
following  this  Bro.  Evans  sought  and  obtained  information 
which  strengthened  the  favorable  opinion  he  had  already 
formed.  He  petitioned  Crescent  lodge,  was  accepted  and 
received  the  degrees  of    Symbolic    Masonry    as    follows: 
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Entered  Apprentice,  July  8th,  1889;  Fellow  Craft,  August 
12th,  1889;  Master  Mason,  August  21,  1889. 

His  advancement  into  office  soon  followed  entrance. 
One  after  another  the  offices  in  his  lodge  were  filled,  un- 
til in  December,  1893,  he  was  elected  Worshipful  Master. 
To  this  office  he  was  again  chosen  at  the  succeeding  elec- 
tion. In  1898  he  was  called  by  the  lodge  to  fill  vacancy  in 
the  Eastern  chair,  and  served  also  in  1899. 

During  these  years  as  Master  the  lodge  experienced  a 
period  of  prosperity  and  there  was  no  idle  time  for  the 
officers.  A  reference  to  the  pages  of  this  history  will  bear 
out  the  statement.  Of  one  thing  emphasized  by  Bro. 
Evans  during  his  incumbency  of  the  Master's  chair  everj 
Mason  in  Cedar  Rapids  may  now  well  be  proud.  He  sought 
a  closer  union  between  the  bodies  in  this  city  for  all  pur- 
poses and  objects  by  which  the  Craft  might  be  benefitted. 
To  his  insistence  on  the  necessity  for  perfect  harmony 
can  be  traced  much  of  the  present  "good  and  pleasant" 
feeling  of  unity  and  real  brotherhood  which  binds  the 
members  of  our  local  lodges.  And  surely  no  Past  Master 
can  ask  for  anything  better  than  this  by  which  to  be  re- 
membered. 


ARTHUR   HENRY  GOUGH. 


(Master   of   Crescent   Lodge   1896-1897.) 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion. His  immediate  predecessor  as  Master  of  Crescent 
Lodge,  Bro.  Martin  Evans,  was  the  first  of  the  young  men 
chosen  to  that  important  position.  Bro.  Gough  was  not 
yet  thirty  years  old  when  called  by  his  brethren  to  the 
East.  The  lodge  then  and  since  seems  to  have  gained  by 
thus  rapidly  advancing  to  places  of  responsibility  those 
who  have  the  vigor  and  initiative  of  life  at  Its  fullest  tide. 
It  is  true  that  these  young  men  have  been  carefully 
watched    and    their    abilities    and    characters    accurately 


History  Crescent  Lodge  533 

guaged.  They  have  had  the  adrvantage  of  counsel  and  as- 
sistance from  older  members  and  have  thus  avoided  mis- 
takes into  which  they  might  have  been  led  by  inexper- 
ience or  excess  of  zeal. 

Bro.  Gough  was  born  in  Ottawa,  Canada,  August  13, 
1866.  The  family  is  of  an  old  Bnglish  strain,  and  our 
brother  can  claim  relationship,  not  far  removed,  with  the 
noted  Masonic  historian,  Robert  Freke  Gould.  While  yet 
a  child  the  immediate  family  of  our  subject  returned  to 
England,  in  which  country  he  was  educated.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years  he  came  to  the  United  States,  impelled 
by  the  desire  for  larger  opportunities.  He  located  at  once 
in  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has  ever  since  1886  been  a  resident 
of  this  city. 

iSecuring  employment  in  the  general  ofBces  of  the  Bur- 
lington, Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  Railway  Bro.  Gough's 
industry  and  business  ability  secured  for  him  permanency 
of  place  and  promotion  in  the  service.  He  was  among 
those  of  the  office  staff  retained  when  the  B.,  C.  R.  &  N. 
was  absorbed  by  the  Rock  Island  system,  and  is  still  ia 
that  employ. 

Bro.  Gough's  Masonic  history  dates  from  May  8.  1893, 
at  which  time  he  was  Initiated  in  Crescent  Lodge.  He 
received  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  May  29th  and  that  of 
Master  Mason  on  June  19th  of  the  same  year.  After  the 
election  of  that  year  he  was  appointed  Senior  Dea- 
con, and  in  1894  was  elected  Senior  Warden.  Chosen  as 
Master  in  December,  1895,  he  served  as  such  officer  during 
the  years  1896  and  1897.  The  lodge  tiuring  that  period 
was  busy,  prosperous  and  progressive,  and  Bro.  GouglTs 
thorough  business  hahits  and  knowledge  were  of  great  ben- 
efit to  the  brethren.  Since  that  time  he  has  ever  been 
willing  to  answer  calls  for  service  in  any  capacity. 

By  nature  genial  and  unreserved,  Bro.  Gough  is  a 
maker  of  friends,  and  has  the  happy  faculty  of  retaining 
them.  In  affairs  of  the  world  he  is  shrewd  and  forceful. 
As  a  Mason  he  Is  a  valued  member,  having  high  concep- 
tion of  the  duties  imposed  and  virtues  Inculcated  by  the 
fraternity. 
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JOHN  W.  NOBLE. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1898.) 


To  the  subject  of  this  present  sketch  belongs  honor  of 
having  first  presided  over  labors  of  the  Craft  in  the  new 
Temple  where  since  our  meetings  have  been  held.  The 
writer  was  his  Senior  Warden  and  has  perhaps  a  close 
knowledge  of  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  the  time  and  place. 
It  is  not  derogatory  to  our  brother,  either  as  to  his  ability 
or  character,  if  we  say  that  he  was  not  fitted  by  nature  to 
grasp  the  difficult  situation  with  which  he  was  confronted. 
His  is  one  of  those  genial,  sunshiny  souls  upon  which  the 
weight  of  government  sits  irksomely.  The  very  excess  of 
good  nature  was  rather  against  him  as  Master.  We  are 
writing  history,  not  defending  nor  blaming  any  man.  And 
with  ample  knowledge  of  events  during  the  administration 
in  question  we  say  that  Bro.  Noble  did  not  have  the  united 
support  to  which  he  was  entitled.  His  officers,  who  best 
knew  and  appreciated  the  situation,  supported  him  loy- 
ally, and  were  surprised  when  he  yielded  to  criticisms  and 
resigned  as  Master.  Bro.  Noble  gained  his  honors  by  long 
and  good  work  in  and  for  the  lodge.  As  a  Past  Master  he 
is  to  be  credited  with  what  he  accomplished.  And  be  it 
said  that  critics  are  not  always  the  ones  who  can  greatly 
improve  upon  conduct  of  which  they  complain. 

John  W.  Noble  was  born  in  Belmont,  Alleghany  county. 
New  York,  September  9,  18&9.  While  yet  a  child  his  family 
moved  to  Byron,  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  and  to  Franklin 
county,  Iowa,  in  1877.  At  each  of  these  places  he  attended 
school,  and  as  he  grew  to  manhood  he  learned  and  became 
skilled  in  his  trade  of  carpenter.  He  came  to  Cedar  Rapids 
in  1?'80,  and  his  home  has  been  in  this  city  since  that  time. 
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CHARLES  BROWN  WHELPLEY. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  19O0.) 

We  can  hope  that  these  sketches  of  contemporaries 
Trill  do  more  than  preserve  a  few  essential  dates.  Rath- 
er would  we  carry  over  to  a  future  generation  of  Masons 
something  of  the  individuality  of  these  our  brothers  with 
whom  we  are  "acquent."  For  each  of  these  men  of 
whom  we  write  in  brief  fashion — summing  up  uncompleted 
lives — have  subtle  traits  and  oddities.  And  if  these  can 
be  but  caught  and  fixed  our  work  is  more  than  dreary 
compilation. 

Portraits  rarely  do  more  than  hold  a  fleeting  expres- 
sion. Words  must  supplement  the  picture  or  the  mental 
image  is  vague.  Now  to  the  engraving  accompanying  this 
sketch  attach  a  figure  just  above  the  middle  height,  rather 
spare  in  proportion  but  revealing  activity  and  well  trained 
muscles.  Indeed,  we  have  but  to  remember  our  brother 
of  a  few  years  ago  to  recall  his  very  great  interest  in  all 
things  athletic,  nor  even  now  have  the  English  sport-lov- 
ing proclivities  of  his  blood  altogether  lost  force. 

Bro.  Whelpley  was  bom  at  Long  Reach,  King's  coun- 
ty. New  Brunswick,  on  the  12th  day  of  July,  1864.  He  is 
of  straight  English  ancestry.  His  great  grandfather  had 
settled  in  Philadelphia  before  outbreak  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  His  sympatnies  were  with  the  loyalists 
and  against  the  colonials.  He  had,  moreover,  the  cour- 
age of  his  conviction  and  joined  the  forces  of  those  fight- 
ing for  the  king.  With  defeat  for  the  royal  cause  many 
of  the  Tories  preferred  to  forsake  their  homes  and  find 
new  locations  in  the  northern  dominion,  that  so  fhey. 
might  continue  under  the  old  flag.  This  particular  old 
loyalist  settled  in  1783  at  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  and 
in  that  province  the  family  has  since  remained. 

Our  brother  was  bom  and  brought  up  upon  a  farm. 
After  his  primary  education  to  the  limit  of  the  local  pub- 
lic schools  he  was  sent  to  the  Baptist  Seminary  at  St. 
John's.    Afterwards  for  several  years  he  was  employed!  in 
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a  grocery  and  general  store.  Desiring  then  to  thoroughly 
fit  himself  for  the  profession  upon  which  he  had  decided 
he  attended  the  University  of  Maryland  at  Baltimore.  In 
the  dental  department  of  that  institution  he  took  full 
course. 

He  received  his  Masonic  degrees  in  Woodstock  Lodge 
No.  11,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Brunswick.  It  was 
certainly  no  idle  curiosity  which  led  him  to  enter  the  fra- 
ternity, as  that,  the  nearest  lodge,  was  twenty-five  miles 
distant  from  his  home.  He  was  initiated  September  6, 
1888;  passed  on  November  13  of  the  same  year  and 
raised  September  4,  1890.  Bro.  Whelpley  says  his  atten- 
tion was  first  drawn  to  the  fraternity  by  the  fact  that  an 
uncle,  of  whom  he  was  namesake,  was  drowned  at  sea. 
This  relative  was  a  member  of  the  Craft  and  had  left  an 
emblematic  pin.  The  lad  was  informed  that  if  he,  upon 
reaching  his  majority,  should  become  a  Mason,  the  uncle's 
jewel  should  be  his.  This  influenced  him  as  he  grew 
older  to  seek  information,  and  thus  he  gained  a  favorable 
opinion,  which  was  more  than  borne  out  when  he  had 
become  a  member. 

Our  brother  came  to  Iowa  and  to  Cedar  Rapids,  Sep- 
tember 14,  1890,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  been  eminently  success- 
ful. Very  shortly  after  fixing  his  residence  here  he  af- 
filiated with  Crescent  Lodge,  the  date  of  this  affiliation 
being  August  3,  1891.  The  worth  of  his  membership  was 
speedily  recognized  and  his  services  requisitioned.  In 
1893  he  was  elected  Junior  Warden,  sat  in  the  West  in 
1896  and  chosen  as  Worshipful  Master  for  the  year  1900. 
It  was,  of  course,  in  this  latter  position  that  his  full  val- 
ue became  apparent  to  the  brethren.  No  duty  was  too 
great  to  be  performed;  no  detail  so  small  that  it  could  be 
neglected.  His  kindly  words  brought  cheer  and  encour- 
agement to  those  who  were  sick  or  sorrowful  or  had 
grown  weary  in  a  losing  struggle  with  fortune.  His  own 
interests  were  lost  sight  of  when  he  could  do  good  for 
others.  It  needs  tact  and  patience  and  goodness  of  heart 
to  constitute  a  good  Master,  and  of  these  qualities  Bro. 
Whelpley   proved   possession.     In  work  of   the   lodge   he 
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came  up  to  the  standard  which,  successive  Masters  o( 
Crescent  had  fixed,  and  no  greater  praise  can  be  spoken. 
Nor  has  he,  since  leaving  the  Master's  chair,  suffered  his 
interest  to  diminish  or  himself  to  relax  into  Masonic  idle- 
ness. He  is  one  of  that  spiendid  body  of  Past  Masters  at 
whom  Crescent  lodge  is  justly  proud. 


TAYLOR  CARPENTER. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1901.) 

Only  one  of  those  who  have  filled  the  Eastern  chair 
in  Orescent  lodge  has  been  native  to  the  town.  That 
one  is  the  subject  of  our  present  sketch.  Here  in  Cedar 
Rapids  our  brother  was  born,  on  February  27,  1859.  His 
family  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  town  and 
county.  Though  still  a  comparatively  young  man,  he  re- 
members back  to  a  time  when  this  was  but  a  small  and 
unimportant  community.  The  old  homestead  in  which  he 
was  born  was  upon  the  ground!  where  Tyler  school  now 
stands.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  here.  The  local 
public  schools  gave  him  the  beginnings  of  education.  This 
was  supplemented  by  attendance  at  what  is  now  Coe  Col- 
lege, then  known  as  "Parsons'  Seminary."  Afterwards  he 
attended  the  Shattuck  school  at  Faribault,  Minnesota.  His 
first  employment  was  with  the  late  C.  W.  Eaton  in  the 
hardware  business.  Since  that  time  experience  In  mercan- 
tile life  has  year  by  year  increased  the  value  of  his  serv- 
ices, and  the  responsibility  of  his  position  has  grown  in 
consequence.  He  is  now  book-keeper  for  the  American 
Cereal  Company. 

Bro.  Carpenter  comes  of  a  Masonic  family  and  it  would 
have  been  strange  if  love  for  the  fraternity  had  not  been 
ingrained  in  his  very  being.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
earliest  members  of  Cedar  Rapids  (Crescent)  Lodge.  An 
elder  brother  was  the  first  initiate  and  second  Master  of 
the  lodge.  Yet  it  remained  for  the  patriarch  of  our  Mason- 
ic times  to  influence  him  to  solicit  membership.  "Father" 
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Laurance  was  his  sponsor  and  presented  his  petition.  Bro. 
Carpenter  was  entered  May  11,  1896,  received  the  Fellow 
Craft  degree  on  June  8  and  was  raised  August  14,  1896. 
This  latter  date  was  peculiarly  appropriate,  it  being  the 
anniversary  of  "Father"  Laurance's  raising,  and  as  such 
made  notable  occasion  each  year.  The  association 
was  made  more  complete  in  its  sentiment  and  meaning 
when,  as  Master  of  the  Lodge,  Bro.  Carpenter  was  called 
upon  to  speak  the  last  words  beside  the  grave  of  our  aged 
brother.  He  was  chosen  Junior  Warden  in  1900,  and  the 
next  year  advanced  to  the  Master's  place. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  man  at  usual  times  re- 
served, somewhat  slow  and  hesitant  in  speech,  yet  having 
store  of  latent  energy,  which  needs  only  subject  of  inter- 
est to  arouse  and  bring  forth  either  to  words  or  actions. 
Quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner,  he  gives  to  one  the  idea 
of  self-repression,  of  thinking  before  speaking,  and  there- 
fore he  commands  attention.  Masonry  to  our  brother  is 
a  subject  which  arouses  his  enthusiasm,  and  has  a  real 
importance  not  limited  to  the  lodge  room.  While  a  skil- 
ful and  pleasing  ritualist,  our  brother  has  also  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  law  of  Masonry,  and  is  in  conse- 
quence well  fitted  to  give  counsel  to  less  informed  breth- 
ren. 


JOSEPH   BIGGS   MILLER. 

(Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  1902.) 

Bro.  Miller  is  modtest — a  commendable  quality  in  a 
young  man.  As  the  youngest  man  who  has  ever  sat  as 
Master  in  Crescent  Lodge  he  urges  that  little  can  be  said 
of  his  life,  with  the  greater  part  of  it  (as  we  hope)  yet 
ahead  of  him.  Of  medium  height  and  slender  build,  clear- 
cut  of  face  and  pleasing  in  manners  our  brother  is  one  to 
speedily  gain  confidence,  which  upon  acquaintance  with  his 
deeper  qualities  grows  to  respect  and  high  regard. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  November  9, 
1870,  at  Webster  City,  Hamilton  county,  Iowa.  His  par- 
ents came  to  the  state  and  settled  in  the  northwestern  por- 


History  Crescent  Lodge  539 

tion  in  1856,  -when  the  country  there  was  In  its  wild  con- 
dition and  just  at  the  time  when  a  great  Indian  scare  had 
alarmed  the  pioneers.  At  this  place  of  his  birth  Bro.  Mil- 
ler lived  until  1881,  when  the  family  removed  to  Anamosa. 
Here  he  passed  through  the  graded  and)  high  schools.  Jn 
1889  he  entered  employment  of  a  clothing  firm  at  Ana- 
mosa, remaining  there  until  1893,  when  he  came  to  Cedar 
Rapids  to  take  a  similar  position  in  this  city.  It  speaks 
well  for  his  character  and  ability  that  he  has  gained  place 
of  responsibility,  and  has  won  the  confidence  and  regard 
of  employers  and  patrons. 

Our  brother's  Masonic  history  is  also  short,  but  full 
of  honor.  He  joined  Crescent  lodge  in  1898,  receiving  the 
■Master  Mason's  degree  June  23  of  that  year.  At  time  of 
next  election  he  was  appointed  Junior  Steward,  was  Sen- 
ior  Deacon  for  the  succeeding  term.  Junior  Warden  la 
1901  and  Worshipful  Master  in  1902.  In  all  the  advancing 
positions  he  was  tried  and  found  worthy  of  higher  place. 
His  administration  as  Master  was  characterized  by  a  kindly 
rule  and  by  a  period  of  prosperity  and  harmony  seldom 
equalled.  This  brother  is  not  one  satisfied  with  abiUty  to 
memorize  and  recite  the  ritual,  but  he  sneks  also  to  un- 
derstand the  deeper  meaning  of  Masonry.  So  far  as  time 
and  opportunity  will  allow  he  is  a  student  of  the  Craft. 
With  the  best  years  still  before  him  he  can  and  will  ad- 
vance in  knowledge. 


GOLD   SILLIMAN    PETTIT. 

(Master  Crescent  Lx)dge  1903.) 

It  is  with  sadness  that  the  writer  takes  up  this  sketch. 
Our  brother  who  but  a  few  months  ago  was  in  the  rerf 
prime  of  his  years  and  usefulness,  who  talked  with  ua 
again  and  again  as  to  the  scope  and  purpose  of  this  book, 
has  answered  the  call  of  the  Master  and  has  ceased  his  la- 
bor. It  was  a  sudden  ending  to  a  Ufe  of  quiet  usefulness — a 
life  passed  in  an  industrious  routine  which  gives  but  few 
points  for  the  biographer.  Rather  would  we  dwell  upon 
the  estimable  qualities  of  the  man  and  Mason,  which  made 
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themselves  apparent  to  his  friends  and  brothers.  His 
kindliness  of  heart  showed  in  his  face  and  was  evi- 
denced in  his  voice.  Place  with  his  portrait  the  figure  of 
one  of  middle  height,  just  inclining  to  stoutness,  with  hair 
turning  to  the  gray.  And  eyes  that  looked  into  yours  with 
confidence,  and  asked  for  straight  gaze  in  return.  With 
a  rare  modesty  this  man  of  experience  distrusted  his  own 
abilities,  and  accepted  responsibilities  or  honors  with  dif- 
fidence. Yet  having  accepted,  his  whole  power  of  mind 
and!  soul  was  put  into  performance  of  duty,  and  the  event 
showed  in  every  case  a  faithful  service  and  an  honor  well 
deserved. 

Gold  S.  Pettit  was  born  in  Flushing,  Long  Island,  June 
5,  1844.  In  that  city  he  spent  his  boyhood  days  and  was 
there  educated.  When  25  years  of  age  he  came  to  the  west, 
locating  first  at  Hanover,  Illinois.    He  remained  there  until 

1870,  when  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids.  He  resided  here  con- 
tinuously until  1884,  when  he  went  to  Des  Moines.  But 
he  returned!  to  this  city,  and  made  his  home  here  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  During  most  of  these  years  he  was  upoa 
the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman.  About  1895  he  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  and  followed  in  that  line  until 
the  end.  His  death  occurred  on  the  morning  of  Monday. 
February  13,  1905.  It  came  with  startling  suddenness,  yet 
not  without  premonition.  For  some  time  he  had  known 
that  his  heart  wag  affected  and  attacks  from  time  to  time 
aroused  fears  of  family  and  friends.  On  the  morning  In 
question  Bro.  Pettit,  apparently  in  usual  health,  left  his 
store  to  remove  snow  from  the  sidewalk  fronting  a  lot  he 
owned  at  Fifteenth  street  and  Bever  avenue.  In  a  rery 
short  time  thereafter  the  crew  of  a  passing  street  car 
saw  him  lying  upon  the  sidewalk.  These  hurried  to  him, 
but  he  was  already  dead.  The  records  of  Crescent  lodge 
preserve  the  loving  words  of  his  brethren  in  remembrance 
of  one  they  had  found  worthy  their  regard. 

Bro.  Pettit  was  made  a  Mason  in  Crescent  lodge  ia 

1871.  In  1877  he  was  elected  Junior  Warden,  was  Senior 
Warden  in  1902  and  Master  in  the  succeeding  year.  His 
was  a  term  of  careful  administration.  "I  am  now  too  old," 
he  said  to  the  writer  soon  after  his  election,  "to  vie  wltli 
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the  younger  men  in  memorizing  and  reciting  the  ritual. 
They  must  help  me  out  where  and  when  I  lack.  But  I  will 
try  to  do  my  full  duty  to  the  lodge."  And  he  did  his  full 
duty — surely  no  better  words  than  these  can  be  said  lor 
any  one  when  all  has  been  summed  up  in  the  final  bal- 
ance sheet  of  life. 


JOHN  J.  RUBEK. 


(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1904.) 

Our  young  brother  whose  name  heads  these  para- 
graphs positively  declares  that  nothing  has  so  far  occurred 
within  the  limit  of  his  years  which  will  profit  others  in  the 
telling.  "There  is  nothing  to  say,"  he  informed  the  writer, 
when  data  was  sought.  But  knowing  him  better  than  he 
knows  himself — if  this  estimate  be  criterion  of  knowledge 
— we  believe  something  can  be  said  of  commendation,  and 
in  which  the  brethren  of  Crescent  Lodge  will  heartily  join. 

Bro.  Rubek  is  one  of  those  who  really  shrink  from 
prominence.  His  self-consciousness  somewhat  interferes 
with  natural  vivacity  of  thought  and  action.  It  took  strong 
persuasion,  almost  insistence,  to  bring  him  into  line  of 
office  in  the  lodge.  He  feared  as  to  his  qualifications  and 
depreciated  his  own  merits.  But  having  once  accepted 
place,  he  entered  with  all  his  soul  upon  the  duties  in- 
volved. Again  and  again  he  Informed  the  writer  he  dared 
not  take  another  step.  The  reputation  of  former  Masters 
of  the  lodge  as  ritualists  and  administrators  especially 
daunted  him.  It  is  true  that  he  knew  his  own  limita- 
tions along  some  lines.  While  in  the  work  he  was  earnest 
and  accurate,  yet  a  constant  timidity  of  spirit  prevented 
that  freedom  of  expression  which  is  essential  to  forceful 
rendition.  In  business  affairs  of  the  lodge  excess  of  cau- 
tion was  an  excellent  fault.  Young  men  are  usually  radi- 
cal and  impulsive;  our  brother  was  more  than  conserva- 
tive. But  it  was  in  the  work  which  falls  upon  the  Master 
outside  the  lodge  room  that  he  proved  his  splendid  quali- 
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ties.  By  night  or  day  he  was  at  the  service  of  his  breth- 
ren. To  the  sick,  whether  these  were  home  members  or 
sojourning  brothers,  he  was  in  all  things  attentive  and 
sympathetic.  In  anxiety  to  do  his  duty  he  really  set  ex- 
ample worthy  to  be  followed  in  every  Instance.  Nor  could 
greater  nor  heartier  tribute  be  paid  a  retiring  Master  than 
came  spontaneously  from  brethren  on  the  evening  when 
he  yielded  the  gavel  to  his  successor.  One  after  another 
told  of  the  little  deeds  of  kindness,  of  the  quiet  words 
and  thoughtful  acts  which  had  endeared  this  brother  to  his 
fellows.  The  writer  can  speak  also  from  experience.  Dur- 
ing Bro.  Rubek's  term  as  Master  a  period  of  black  sorrow 
fell  upon  our  own  househoud.  when  one  more  loved  than 
life  passed  from  us  through  the  gates  of  Silence.  And 
among  those  who  came  to  offer  sympathy  was  this  our 
brother.  We  had  known  him  since  the  day  when  as  a  boy 
he  entered  a  printing  oflice;  as  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
his  qualities  showed  themselves  our  intimacy  had  in- 
creased; it  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to  say  that  our  influ- 
ence and  information  given  led  him  Into  the  fraternity. 
But  when  the  real  sympathetic  and  tender  soul  stood  re- 
vealed, and  when  he  tried  In  broken  words  to  enter  into 
and  support  the  burden  of  our  sorrow — then,  and  then 
only,  did  we  know  what  he  was  as  a  real  friend  and  true 
Masonic  brother.  So  valuable  were  his  services  to  the 
lodge  that  after  his  term  of  office  he  was  placed  as  chair- 
man of  a  committee  to  visit  and  report  upon  the  sick, 
which  duty  he  still  performs. 

John  J.  Rubek  was  born  May  15,  1868,  at  Dolny  Onjezd. 
Bohemia.  When  he  was  but  three  years  old  his  father 
brought  the  family  to  America,  coming  at  once  to  Cedar 
Rapids.  Here  in  the  public  schools  he  received  his  edu- 
cation, and  while  a  mere  lad  entered  a  local  printing  house 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  compositor.  It  became  early  appar- 
ent to  those  with  whom  he  was  associated  that  he  Was 
not  satisfied  with  mere  knowledge  of  routine.  He  sought 
information  from  every  source,  and  supplemented  a  scanty 
school  education  by  judJicious  reading.  When  the  linotype 
machine  supplanted  hand  method  of  composition  he 
grasped  the  situation  and  speedily  became  an  expert  oper- 
ator.   In  the  meantime  his  knowledge  Increased,  and  he 
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has  lately  been  found  fit  to  take  up  work  as  telegraph  edi- 
tor on  the  Evening  Gazette. 

Bro.  Rubek  was  Initiated  in  Crescent  lodge  March  IS, 
1899,  received  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  April  17,  and  was 
raised  as  a  Master  Mason  June  19,  of  the  same  year.  He 
served  with  satisfaction  and  earned  greater  esteem  in  ris- 
ing place  from  that  of  Junior  Deacon,  and  was,  as  reward 
of  service  and  in  recognition  of  his  qualities,  elected  Wor- 
shipful Master  for  1904.  His  Is  a  nature  slow  m  develop- 
ment, and  we  can  look  for  greater  usefulness  in  the  future. 


JOHN    W.    BARRY. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1905.) 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  once  prevailed  upon  to  write 
a  sketch  of  his  life  and  told  the  story  in  about  twenty 
lines.  Our  brother  thinks  it  fitting  that  his  should  not 
extend  beyond  the  giving  of  mere  dates.  The  committees 
on  History  and  the  Historian  will  not,  however,  have  it 
so   brief. 

Brother  Barry  was  bom  at  Belvidlere,  Illinois,  Octo- 
ber 2,  1857,  and  as  yet,  he  says,  has  had  no  occasion  for 
regrets.  He  was  born  the  second  time  at  Fairbury,  Ne- 
braska, July  6,  1891,  when  he  was  made  Master  Mason, 
and  In  this  case  also  is  without  regret.  He  was  elected 
to  membership  in  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25  In  1900. 

"During  my  early  boyhood,"  says  our  subject,  "oc- 
curred that  greatest  tragedy  of  modern  times — the  Civil 
War.  My  earliest  recollection  is  a  picture  of  a  dark,  rainy 
day.  The  central  figure  is  my  crying  mother  driving  a 
team  of  mules,  and  in  the  distance  a  crowd  of  men.  It  was 
the  day  of  my  father's  enlistment,  and  the  crowd  of  men 
was  his  regiment  going  to  the  front.  During  all  my  life 
this  picture  has  ever  and  again  risen  before  me,  and  I 
still  wonder  that  it  was  ever  possible  for  such  a  tragedy 
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to  have  occurred  almost  at  the  "high  twelve"  of  the 
world's  enlightenment — when  'the  temple  was  almost  com- 
pleted.' 

"My  education  was  defective,  but,  as  the  lawyers  say, 
It  was  professional,  as  it  was  all  I  could  get.  Having  at- 
tended the  country  district  schools  for  several  winters,  I 
was  sent  to  the  Peoria  County  Normal  School  at  Peoria. 
III.  Owing  to  a  failure  of  crops,  my  money  gave  out,  and 
I  had  to  abandon  the  course  at  the  Christmas  holidays. 
Not  returning,  S.  H.  White,  who  had  charge  or  the  school, 
wrote  to  learn  the  reason,  and  when  told,  he  advanced 
the  money  and  kept  me  supplied  until  I  owed  him  more 
than  it  seemed  to  me  I  could  pay.  So  in  spite  of  his  pro- 
tests I  quit  before  graduating  and  entered  the  public 
school  work — first  as  teacher,  then  principal  and  later  as 
superintendent  of  city  schools.  In  1884  I  began  the  lum- 
ber business  in  which  I  have  continued  to  this  date,  though 
with  a  number  of  things  on  the  side. 

"In  1895,  I  established  and  conducted  in  Chicago,  111., 
a  credit  agency  for  lumbermen  and  issued  a  reference 
book  known  as  the  Lumberman's  Roster — a  sort  of  a  Dua 
or  Bradstreet  for  lumbermen  only.  It  was  disposed  of  to 
The  Lumberman's  Credit  Association,  now  of  Chicago.  In 
1896  I  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  Northwestern  Lumber- 
man and  with  W.  B.  Judson,  became  its  editor.  This  con- 
tinued until  organization  of  the  present  American  Lumber- 
man, when  my  interest  was  sold  to  the  present  owners  ot 
that  journal.  But  I  continued  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the 
paper  until  August,  1900,  when,  with  W.  H.  McClintock,  I 
established  the  Hawkeye  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  in  Cedar 
RapidB,  Iowa. 

"Should  you  receive  a  letter  from  any  manufacturer 
or  wholesaler  of  lumber  in  this  country,  or  any  English 
speaking  country,  you  would  see  printed  at  the  top  of  his 
letterhead  something  like  this:  'We  use  The  Lumberman's 
Telecode,'  or  possibly  this:  'Use  Telecode.'  'The  Tele- 
code'  is  a  cipher  code  for  use  in  telegraphing  and  was 
prepared  and  published  during  the  first  two  years  I  was 
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in  Cedar  Rapids.  Of  the  other  works  of  mine  for  the 
lumber  and  coal  trades,  perhaps  the  most  widely  known 
is  The  Lumberman's  Actuary.  This  work  was  published 
in  1893,  and  so  far  twenty  thousand  copies  of  it  have  been 
issued.  In  190i3,  I  was  elected  president  of  The  Northwest- 
ern Lumbermen's  Association,  which,  considering  the  men 
composing  it  and  the  size  of  the  organization,  I  esteemed 
no  small  honor.  But  when  I  was  re-elected  in  1904,  con- 
trary to  the  unwritten  law  of  that  body,  it  seemed  to  me 
I  had  been  favored  beyond  my  merits. 

"As  on  one  occasion,  when  the  Master  was  present, 
the  best  wine  was  reserved  for  the  last,  so  I  have  re- 
served my  highest  honor  to  close  this  sketch.  I  was 
elected  Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  No.  25  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
for  the  year  1905.  It  was  my  pleasure  and  duty  to  assist 
officially  in  doing  and  undoing  some  matters  of  import- 
ance to  the  lodge." 

In  this  really  excellent  sketch,  Brother  Barry  has 
slighted  his  Masonic  worth  and  work.  His  qualities  were 
well  tested!  before  his  election  as  Master,  and  the  favor- 
able opinion  formed  of  his  qualities  and  abilities  has  in 
no  particular  been  disappointed.  He  is  a  man  of  rare 
good  judgment  and  prompt  decision,  a  Master  Craftsman, 
capable  of  giving  the  brethren  proper  Instruction.  Else- 
where in  this  history  there  is  told  the  occurrences  of 
Brother  Barry's  term  of  office,  and  of  the  special  work  in 
and  for  Grand  Lodge  which  hrought  him  credit  ir.  that 
body  and  with  reading  Masons  over  the  country. 
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RICHARD  TASKER  FORBES. 

(Master  Crescent  Lodge  1906.) 

Of  the  brother  now  filling  the  Oriental  chair  we  give 
but  brief  sketch.  If  past  achievement  be  taken  as  indi- 
cation of  what  the  years  may  show  to  his  credit  of  work 
accomplished  the  future  historian  will  give  to  him  ample 
space.  Bro.  Forbes  was  born  at  Port  Lavaca,  Texas,  March 
4,  1867.  He  comes  of  a  family  whose  generations  show 
plainly  through  the  years.  It  dates  back  to  a  stalwart 
Scotch  hunter,  knighted  and  named  by  King  Alexander  for 
a  particularly  daring  adventure.  Our  subject  has  given 
much  attention  to  the  family  genealogy.  From  the  results 
he  has  secured  we  find  that  William  Forbes  came  from 
Scotland  to  Virginia  In  1795.  This  was  the  paternal  grand- 
father. His  son,  Robert  Mitchell,  settled  at  Port  Lavaca, 
Texas,  where  he  married  in  1848.  Of  the  family  of  eleven 
children  Richard  Tasker  Forbes  was  the  youngest,  born 
March  4,  1867.  Ruin  consequent  upon  the  civil  war  in- 
volved the  family  and  from  a  very  early  age  he  was  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  exertions.  His  first  money  earned 
by  selling  papers  and  casual  employment  was  spent  for 
tuition  in  a  private  school.  It  may  well  be  supposed  that 
schooling  thus  secured  by  earnings  of  a  mere  child  was  not 
long  continued.  But  the  boy's  quick  intelligence  made  most 
of  limited  opportunities.  At  twelve  years  of  age,  the  fam- 
ily having  meanwhile  removed  to  Galveston,  Texas,  our 
subject  secured  position  as  messenger  boy  and  collector  for 
the  Galveston  City  Street  Railway  company.  "This  begin- 
ning in  the  business  world,"  Bro.  Forbes  explained  to  the 
writer,  "was  really  the  foundation  for  all  that  followed. 
The  caring  for  other  people's  money  led  to  a  banking 
career."  In  18S'0  the  family  removed  to  Dallas,  Texas, 
where  the  boy  was  for  a  time  employed  in  a  wholesale 
grocery  house.  But  having  had  taste  of  and  for  financial 
matters,  he  secured  a  place  in  one  of  the  banks  of  that 
city.  Since  that  time  his  life  has  been  spent  in  banking 
business,  with  exception  of  a  short  time  during  which  he 
engaged  in  manufacturing  in  St.  Louis.     Every  change  has 
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brought  promotion  and  added  responsibility,  and  every  posi- 
tion has  been  filled  with  credit.  While  with  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  at  Kansas  City  he  was,  June  30,  18«7,  married 
to  Miss  Cora  B.  Peete.  After  residence  at  Kansas  City; 
Columbus,  Kansas;  L<as  Vegas,  New  Mexico,  and  St.  Louis, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbes  removed  to  Cedar  Rapids  in  1896. 
Here  they  have  made  permanent  home  amid  a  host  of  loyal 
friends.  Our  brother  now  holds  position  as  cashier  of  the 
Citizens  (National  Bank  in  this  city. 

Bro.  Forbes  was  made  a  Mason  in  Prudence  Lodge 
No.  100  of  Columbus,  Kansas,  being  raised  therein  Septem- 
ber 18,  1888.  He  was  exalted  in  Las  Vegas  Chapter  No.  3, 
September  17, 1890,  and  knighted  in  Las  Vegas  Commandery 
No.  2  in  April,  18M.  "WJhile  a  member  of  the  lodge  at  Las 
Vegas,  which  he  served  as  secretary  and  senior  deacon,  he 
promoted  and  carried  to  success  the  plan  for  building  a 
Masonic  Temple  in  that  city.  With  each  change  of  resi- 
dence he  has  affiliated  with  the  lodge  at  his  new  aibode,  and 
was  admitted  to  Crescent  Lodge  in  1896.  His  services  in 
our  body  have  proven  his  qualities — as  Junior  Deacon,  1903; 
Junior  Warden,  1904;  Senior  Warden,  1905,  and  elected 
Worshipful  Master  for  the  year  1906.  He  has  also  been 
honored  in  Chapter  and  Commandery. 

From  the  foregoing  necessarily  brief  and  imperfect 
sketch  one  can  judge  the  characteristics  of  our  brother. 
His  is  the  ideal  business  temperament — energetic,  quick  to 
grasp  a  situation,  to  foresee  results,  and  to  arrive  at  de- 
cision. Without  being  unduly  assertive,  he  impresses  one 
rather  by  force  of  character.  Clear-minded  and  resource- 
ful in  business,  of  unswerving  integrity  in  all  relations  of 
life  and  kindly  in  intercourse  with  his  fellows — such  is 
judgment  we  have  formed  of  the  brother  into  whose  hands 
is  now  committed  the  rule  of  Crescent  Lodge.  For  his  ad- 
ministration we  can  expect  and  predict  peace  and  pros- 
perity. 


PROMINENT    MEMBERS 
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GABRIEL  CARPENTER. 

In  preparing  many  of  these  brief  biographical  sketches 
we  have  been  fortunate  in  finding  much  material  in  the 
daily  papers  of  the  city,  and  would  return  thanks  to  the 
Republican  and  the  Gazette  for  facilities  extended  in  con- 
sulting their  files.  Thus  in  the  Republican  bf~March  11, 
1881,  we  find  the  following  regarding  the  death  of  Bro. 
riiTiT-ioT  Carpenter.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
Crescent  lodge  and  his  prominence  in  public  affairs  jus- 
tifies republication: 

Gabriel  Carpenter  died  at  his  residence  near  the  city, 
Thursday,  March  the  10th,  1881.  He  was  born  in  Lancas- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania,  September  11th,  1801.  In  his 
infancy  his  parents  moved  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  resided  until  his  removal  to  Cedar  Rapids,  in  April, 
1855.  He  has  resided  here  continually  since  that  time,  a 
period  of  nearly  twenty-nine  years,  and  was  one  of  our 
oldest  and  most  esteemed  citizens.  During  his  long  resi- 
dence here,  contributed)  largely  to  the  material  interests 
of  our  city,  and  ever  took  an  active  interest  in  all  that 
pertained  to  its  prosperity.  Purchasing  land  contiguous 
to  the  original  city  plat,  he  laid  out  several  additions  to 
the  city  which  he  lived  to  see  thickly  populated  and  teem- 
ing with  business  activity.  He  also  built  several  dwellings 
and  business  houses  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  the 
most  notable  among  which  is  the  "Carpenter's  Block,"  cor- 
ner of  Eagle  and  Conjmercial  streets,  which  takes  rank 
with  the  best  business  blocks  in  the  city.  He  was,  for  a 
number  of  years,  a  director  in  the  First  National  bank,  a 
stockholder  in  the  Cedar  Rapids  Water  Company  and  was 
the  first  president  of  the  Marshalltown  Gas  Company.  He 
was  a  communicant  of  the  Episcopal  church  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  a  vestryman  for  many  a  year,  a  con- 
sistent Christian  and  an  active  member  and  liberal  sup- 
porter of  his  church. 
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He  was  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  business  man,  ever  ready 
to  take  part  in  all  business  enterprises  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  business  interests  of  our  city,  and  to  contribute 
fully  and  freely  his  share  of  material  aid  in  sustaining 
and  forwarding  our  public  affairs.  Any  project  calculated 
to  further  the  business  interests  of  Cedar  Rapids  could 
always  confidently  depend  upon  Gabriel  Carpenter's  in- 
fluence and  support.  While  he  has,  perhaps,  not  been  so 
prominent  a  character  in  the  history  of  our  city,  as  others, 
owing  to  his  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manner,  hut  few  men 
have  done  more  to  make  Cedar  Rapids  what  it  is  today 
than  he. 

As  a  business  man  he  was  straight-forward,  honorable 
and  upright,  scrupulously  honest  and  religiously  just.  So- 
cially he  was  genial,  kind-hearted,  a  true  friend  and  an 
obliging  neighbor;  always  ready  to  not  only  serve  as  best 
he  could,  but  to  sacrifice,  if  need  be,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  those  who  looked  to  him  for  aid. 

As  a  citizen,  neighbor,  and  friend,  he  held  a  warm 
place  in  the  hearts  of  our  Citizens  generally,  and  but  few 
men  will  be  more  missed  than  will  be  Gabriel  Carpenter; 
and  while,  in  the  natural  course  of  life,  his  presence  as 
an  active  member  of  our  business  and  social  family  could 
not  be  much  longer  hoped  for,  his  d«ath  leaves  a  feeling 
of  sorrow,  as  real  as  it  is  wide-spread,  throughout  the 
community. 

His  remains  were  looked  upon  by  a  large  number  of 
relatives  and  friends  at  his  late  residence,  Sabbath  last, 
at  half-past  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  after  which  the  funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  in  the  Grace  Episcopal  church,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ringgold,  rector  of  the  church,  conducting  them  in 
accordance  with  the  usages  of  that  church.  A  large  num- 
ber of  Free  Masons,  of  which  order  he  was  a  member, 
Joined  the  funeral  procession  and  conducted  the  burial 
services  at  the  grave  after  the  usages  of  that  order. 

The  arrangements  at  the  funeral  were  in  charge  of 
Messrs.  A.  R.  West  and  I.  N.  Isham.  In  the  procession 
there  was  a  carriage  filled  with  old  settlers  and  intimate 
personal  friends  of  the  deceased,  viz;  S.  C.  Sever,  John 
Gates,  David  Denlinger,  and  Dr.  J.  F.  Ely.     The  following 
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named  gentlemen  served  as  pall-bearers:  Masonic — Wm. 
B.  Leach,  A.  Mann,  James  L.  Bever,  I.  N.  Whittam,  B.  F. 
Howland,  and  M.  A.  Higley;  citizens — J.  W.  Henderson, 
S.  L.  Dows,  Wm.  Greene,  J.  P.  Charles,  W.  W.  Smith  and 
Wm.  Stewart. 

The  funeral  was  largely  attended  by  our  citizens  gen- 
erally, each  feeling  that  in  the  death  of  Gabriel  Carpen- 
ter our  city  has  lost  a  useful  citizen,  the  poor  a  true 
friend,  and  the  world  an  honorable,  upright,  honest  man. 


ALEXANDER    LAURANCE. 

The  peculiar  association  of  "Father"  Laurance  with 
some  of  the  notable  events  in  Orescent  Lodge  gives 
prominence  to  one  who  held  no  official  position  in  the 
Craft.  He  was  the  patriarch  of  local  Masonry,  in  so  far 
that  his  years  of  connection  with  the  fraternity  stretched 
back  far  beyond  that  of  all  others.  Annually  on  August 
14th,  the  date  of  his  raising,  there  was  celebration  of  the 
event.  These  yearly  meetings  became  real  "love  feasts," 
and  times  for  reminiscent  discourse  by  older  members. 
And  year  after  year  the  old  brother  told  the  story  of  his 
long  life  and  of  his  love  for  Masonry.  As  time  dimmed 
his  memory  the  narrative  grew  perhaps  rambling,  but  it 
lost  none  of  simple  grace.  It  was  a  voice  from  the  past 
speaking  to  a  younger  generation  of  Masons,  and  the 
familiar  figure  of  "Father"  Laurance  as  remembered  by 
a  majority  of  the  hrethren  is  certainly  that  of  one  p»- 
culiarly  beloved.  (Because  of  this  intimate  connec- 
tion a  portrait  and  brief  sketch  of  his  life  have  been  in- 
cluded  in   our  volume. 

Alexander  Laurance  was  born  in  New  Deer  Parish, 
Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  September  30,  1811.  The  fath- 
er hoped  to  educate  his  son  for  the  ministry,  but  owing 
to  the  death  of  the  former  Alexander  gave  up  school 
at  thirteen  years  of  age  and  was  apprenticed  to  John 
Bruce,  a  wagonmaker  at  Strichan,  his  earnings  going 
to  the  support  of  the  family.     Mr.  Laurance  learned  the 
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trade  and  continued  to  work  In  the  shop  of  Mr.  Bruce 
and  his  successor,  and  at  Bruckley  Castle,  until  August 
17,  1833,  when  he  emigrated  to  America.  He  arrived  in 
Quebec  October  1,  1833,  where  he  remained  until  1838, 
thence  going  to  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont.  He  remained 
there  but  a  short  time,  removing  to  Geneseo,  Livingston 
county,  New  York.  A  year  later  he  removed  to  York, 
where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  until  1846 
when  he  was  obliged  to  enter  other  work  on  account  of 
ill  health.  From  1846  until  1860  he  was  identified  with 
public  affairs  as  a  county  officer,  serving  as  sheriff,  con- 
stable, collector  of  taxes,  afterwards  being  appointed  to 
the  position  of  deputy  United  States  marshal.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1860,  Mr.  Laurance  removed  to  this  city,  and  from 
1862  until  1897  was  almost  continuously  in  public  office. 
In  1862  he  was  elected  city  marshal,  which  position  he 
held  until  1871.  He  was  also  county  coroner  from  1868 
to  1890  and  for  twenty  years  was  township  trustee,  as- 
sessor for  four  years  and  deputy  United  States  marshal 
two  years.  He  retired  from  public  life  in  1897,  when 
his  sight  failed  him.  He  was  united  in  marriage  May 
3,  1838,  at  Argyle,  Washington  county.  New  York,  with 
Miss  Eliza  Skinner,  who  died  in  1867.  To  this  union 
were  born  eight  children    four  of  whom  survive. 

"Father"  Laurance  was  inducted  into  the  mysteries 
of  the  Masonic  order,  August  14,  1832,  as  a  member  of 
FVaser  lodge,  Strichan,  Scotland.  This  lodge  was  or- 
ganized as  an  operative  body,  but  later  speculative 
Masons  were  admitted  as  members.  At  the  time  of 
"Father"  Laurance's  raising  it  was  one  of  the  few  opera- 
tive bodies  still  in  existence.  Other  similar  lodges  then 
existed  and  so  continued  until  recent  years  in  Scotland. 
When  Mr.  Laurance  arrived  in  America  opposition  to  the 
order  had  become  a  political  issue,  and  in  some  sections 
of  the  country  ignorance  and  prejudice  had  made  known 
membership  in  the  Masonic  order  a  source  of  danger. 
The  storm  soon  subsided,  however,  and  Masonry  strong- 
er than  ever,  was  again  triumphant. 

Mr.  Laurance  did  not  avail  himself  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  order  until  he  had  settled  in  Cedar  Rapids, 
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where  under  the  Mastership  of  the  late  A.  B.  West,  he 
■was  admitted  as  a  member  of  Crescent  lodge  No.  25. 

Death  came  to  our  brother  on  the  morning  of  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1901,  after  a  period  of  decline  inevitable  to  his 
age.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Crescent 
lodge,  and   were  very  largely   attended. 


DYER    USHER. 

This  brother,  while  one  of  those  who  became  a  mem- 
ber in  the  early  years  of  the  lodge  and  whose  years 
were  lengthened  until  he  was  the  oldest  upon  the  rolls 
of  Crescent,  yet  never  sought  oflSce  nor  prominence 
among  the  brethren.  He  was  content  with  modest  duty 
well  performed,  and  his  death  called  to  mind  many  an 
incident  of  the  past  and  many  a  reminder  of  his  kindli- 
ness of  heart.  A  brief  review  of  his  life  is  thus  of  in- 
terest: Dyer  Usher,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  and 
best  known  citizens,  died  at  1:45  on  the  morning  of 
December  11,  1894,  at  his  home  five  miles  west  of  this 
city.  He  had  lived  in  Linn  county  since  1838,  coming 
here  before  a  single  farm  had  been  opened,  and  when 
there  were  not  half  a  dozen  cabins  in  the  county.  He 
came  of  a  sturdy  family  and  was  born  in  Ohio,  was  80 
years,  8  months  and  13  days  old.  "When  18  years  old, 
in  1832,  before  Iowa  was  even  a  separate  territory,  he 
crossed  the  Mississippi,  being  one  of  the  first  white  Ameri- 
cans to  come  upon  Iowa  prairies.  Mr.  TJsher  had  al- 
ways been  a  prominent  figure  in  Linn  county  and  until 
shortly  before  death  was  mentally  in  his  full  vigor,  and 
physically  was  very  strong  and  rugged.  He  always  at- 
tended the  old  settlers'  meetings  and  was  always  ready 
with  his  reminiscences  of  the  early  day.  On  all  subjectk 
connected  with  the  early  affairs  of  the  county  and  state 
he  was  very  familiar  and  was  considered  excellent  au- 
thority upon  the  half-forgotten  events  that  transpired 
when  all  Iowa  was  prairie. 

Mr.  Usher  was  in  every  respect  an  excellent  citi- 
zen.    He  was  thrifty,   honest  and  fair  in   all  affairs   of 
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life.     The  funeral,  as  Is  related  elsewhere    was  conducted 
by   Crescent   lodge. 

A  characteristic  anecdote  is  remembered  and  still 
told  of  Bro.  Usher.  In  the  old  days  when  "for  the  good 
of  Masonry"  brought  out  all  manner  of  recitals,  he  was 
called  upon  to  speak.  "Brothers,"  he  said,  "I've  been  a 
Mason  a  good  many  years,  and  you  all  know  that  it  haa 
meant  much  to  me.  Now  my  wife  does  not  altogether 
share  my  high  opinion  of  the  fraternity,  nor  have  I  been 
able  to  convince  her  that  you  were  all  angels.  Now  a 
little  while  ago  I  was  taken  sick  and  was  laid  up  for  a 
time.  And  one  day,  when  my  wife  had  been  worried 
with  caring  for  me,  she  said,  T>yer,  how  about  those 
wonderful  Masonic  brothers  of  yours,  who  are  so  good 
to  each  other  in  sickness  and  distress;  why  haven't  any 
of  them  been  here  to  see  you?'  And,  boys,  I  just  turned 
over  in  bed  and  chawed  the  pillow."  The  lesson  was  not 
lost. 


ISAAC  N.  WHITTAM. 

"Wle  have  gone  somewhat  beyond  they  line  laid  out  of 
presenting  only  sketches  of  original  petitioners  and  Past 
Masters  of  the  Lodge.  A  very  few  men  by  length  of  years 
In  Masonry  or  by  Intimate  connection  with  the  early  history 
of  the  Craft  and  the  city  have  seemed  to  deserve  special 
place  and  mention.  Very  prominent  among  this  number 
is  the  old  brother  whose  name  is  given  above.  The  first 
initiate,  S.  D.  'Carpenter,  is  still  living,  and  resides  in 
Chicago.  But  Bro.  Whittam  can  lay  claim  to  being  the 
oldest  Mason  made  in  the  city,  and  affiliating,  though  with 
the  sister  lodge.  At  time  of  this  publication  Cedar  Rapids 
is  moving  for  a  proper  celebration  of  its  semi-centennial. 
In  1856  the  city  received  its  charter,  and  under  that  author- 
ity the  first  Mayor  elected  was  our  brother.  He  becomes 
a  real  historic  figure,  and  civic  and  craft  memories  cluster 
about  him. 

Isaac  N.  Whittam  is  one  of  that  clean-minded,  strong- 
bodied  generation  of  Englishmen  which  the  mother  country 
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parted  with  so  carelessly  and  which  did  so  much  to  build 
up  a  newer  and  a  greater  land.  The  island  empire  sends  us 
now  but  few  such  men  as  1  came  oversea  in  the  30's  and 
40's,  for  she  has  learned  their  worth  and  laclt,  and  in 
their  place  we  receive  but  impoverished  British  blood  and 
weakened  sinews.  Ouii  subject  was  born  in  Lancastershire, 
England,  April  9,  1824.  His  ancestors  had  long  been  settled 
in  the  locality.  His  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  woolens 
and  a  man  of  considerable  business  prominence.  But  the 
new  world  held  out  greater  indiucements.  The  infant  indus- 
tries of  the  United  States  were  slowly  developing,  and  pos- 
sibilities of  the  future  were  already  apparent  to  wise  ob- 
servers. The  elder  Wfhittam  therefore  transported  himself 
and  jais  business  to  America,  and  in  18S5  made  the  long 
journey  and  located  for  a  time  at  Philadelphia.  Meantime 
the  son  attended  school  and  remained  at  the  old  home  until 
1840.  He  began  a  college  course,  but  this  was  broken  by  a 
determination  to  join  others  of  the  family  across  the  Atlan- 
tic. He  also  had  Philadelphia  as  his  destination.  The 
father  had  established  himself  in  Yates  county,  New  York, 
where  he  operated  a  woolen  mill.  Our  subject  remained 
with  an  uncle  in  Philadelphia  for  two  years,  and  then  joined 
his  parent.  Entering  the  business  he  learned  its  practical 
details  and  became  expert  in  all  departments. 

The  wool-growing  industry  was  spreading  rapidly  in 
the  west  under  encouragement  of  state  and  territorial  in- 
ducements. There  was  a  demand  for  those  competent  as 
manufacturers.  Young  Whittam  grasped  the  opportunity 
offered  and  in  1848  came  to  Aurora,  Illinois,  where  for  two 
years  he  served  as  superintendent  in  the  Stolp  "Woolen  mills 
at  that  place.  In  October,  1850,  he  came  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
the  journey  at  that  time  being  tedious  and  difficult.  Where 
now  the  city  pushes  its  numberless  activities  there  was  then 
but  a  mere  hamlet  of  less  than  two  hundred  population. 
Just  before  Mr.  Whlttam's  arrival  a  party  from  the  south 
had  ( located  here,  and  these  had  brought  the  first  free 
cash  so  urgently  needed  by  the  infant  community.  The 
Bryans  and  Legares  did  not  become  permanent  residents, 
but  their  stay  was  of  utmost  importance  to  Cedar  Rapids, 
in  supplying  means  for  industries  of  the  time.  It  was  for 
the  Bryans  that  Mr.  Whittam  first  began  his  work  in  this 
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place,  as  superintendent  of  the  woolen  mills.  But  while  thus 
engaged  he  had  other  ambitions.  Soon  after  reaching  this 
country  he  had  taken  up  the  study  of  law  as  congenial 
subject.  In  the  office  of  Judge  George  Greene,  of  this  city, 
when  I  the  latter  was  upon  supreme  bench  of  the  state,  our 
subject  again  took  up  his  studies,  and  under  the  kindly 
counsel  of  that  eminent  jurist  pursued  them  to  successful 
end.  He  relates  now  with  satisfaction  that  he  read  1  the 
final  proofs  on  Judge  Greene's  first  volume  of  Iowa  Supreme 
Court  reports.  Mr.  Whittam  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
1854,  and  for  many  years  was  active  in  the  profession. 

At  the  town  election  held  In  April,  1856,  Mr.  Whittam 
was  elected  mayor  of  Cedar  Rapids.  This  was  under  the 
old  charter  granted  by  the  legislature  in  4849,  and  he  was 
the  last  mayor  under  that  authority.  On  August  7  of  the 
same  year  the  new  charter  came  Into  operation  and  another 
election  was  held,  at  which  our  subject  was  again  chosen 
as  mayor,  over  Mr.  W.  W.  Smith,  and  by  a  vote  of  120  to  84. 
For  1857  he  was  again  re-elected,  but  resigned  before  com- 
pletion of  -  his  term.  In  early  records  of  the  community 
Mr.  Whlttam's  name  appears  constantly  in  connection  with 
all  public  affairs.  In  church  and  temperance  work  he  was 
especially  active,  giving  without  stint  of  time  and  means 
to -advocacy  or  upbuilding  of  any  cause  which  was  for 
benefit  of  his  fellows.  By  training  and  association  Mr. 
Whittam  was  in  ante-bellum  days  politically  with  the  dem- 
ocrats. But  upon  outbreak  of  the  civil  war  he  believed 
that  ideas  of  the  republican  party  came  nearer  to  expres- 
sion of  his  own  convictions,  and  following  dictates  of 
conscience  he  then  changed  his  political  faith.  Through 
the  stormy  years  of  internecine  strife  his  voice  and  efforts 
were,  ever  for  greater  exertions  and  loyal  sacrifices.  His 
own  son  went  into  a  service  as  he  was  even  then  too  old  to 
enter.  Our  subject  served  for  more  than  ten  years  as  city 
attorney,  and  much  of  local  legislation  bears  stamp  of  his 
careful  work.  He  was  Police  Judge  for  the  years  1875-1876, 
and  for  five  years  held  office  as  County  Attorney.  His  life 
has  thus  been  one  of  Incessant  activity  and  even  now  he 
finds  occupation  for  every  day.  At  time  of  this  writing 
preparations  are  being  made  for  semi-centennial  celebration 
of  the  city's  history  under  present  charter.     Of  ,the  events 
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anticipated  Mr.  'Wlhittam  will  be  the  .central  figure,  as  the 
niayor  of  a  half  century  previous.  The  kindly  sentiments 
of  citizens  to  this  patriarch  are  already  being  evidenced 
in  many  ways.  A  very  pleasant  event  has  just  occurred,  at 
reception  of  this  old  gentleman  into  the  local  lodge  of  Elka. 
This  was  an  honor  which  he  has  greatly  appreciated. 

Bro.  Wlhittam  is  now  the  oldest  affiliating  Mason  made 
in  Cedar  Rapids.  Bro.  S.  D.  Carpenter  of  Chicago,  alone 
among  the  living,  goes  beyond  him  in  time,  but  of  late 
years  the  latter  has  not  affiliated  with  the  fraternity.  But 
ever  since  .his  initiation  in  Crescent  Lodge  in  1854  Bro. 
Whittam  has  been  an  earnest  and  even  enthusiastic  Crafts- 
man. For  several  years  he  served  as  Secretary,  and  among 
the  returns  in  archives  of  Grand  Lodge  are^scattered  papers 
bearing  his  signature,  and  showing  every  mark  of  care 
and  accuracy  in  preparation.  He  has  always  been  content 
with  place  among  the  brethren,  and  has  never  aspired  to 
Mjasonic  office.  Once  he  represented  Crescent  at  Grand 
Lodge  communication,  but  for  many  years  he  had  working 
knowledge  of  the  stations,  and  was  willing  to  help  an  any 
place  assigned.  Bro.  Whittam  was  one  of  those  who  de- 
mitted  from  Crescent  to  become  petitioners  and  charter 
members  of  Mt.  Hermon  lodge  No.  263.  In  the  latter  body 
he  has  since  retained  his  membership.  Yet  we  of  No.  25 
can  claim  him,  too,  because  for  us  all  he  is  the  connecting 
link  between  us  and  the  fathers  of  Masonry  in  Cedar  Rapids. 


JOHN   W.  HENDERSON. 

(Treasurer  Crescent  Lodge  1868 .) 

The  writer  hereof  wishes  for  more  facile  style  to  do 
justice  in  such  a  sketch  as  this.  A  gossipy  page,  which 
might  bring  the  reader  to  intimate  acctuaintance  with  his 
subject  would  be  worth  all  stiil  paragraphs  which  are 
but  assemlblages  of  bare  and  unattractive  facts.  We 
could  wish  for  ability  to  bring  out  the  real  and  lovable 
qualities  of  this  old  brother.     For  nearly  forty  years  he 
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has  sat  in  the  northeast  of  Crescent  lodge  and  worn  the 
keys  as  jewel  of  important  and  responsible  office.  In 
that  time  Masonry  in  Cedar  Rapids  has  grown  from  a 
weakling  to  a  stalwart  being.  Again  and  again,  in  the 
earlier  time  of  his  service,  the  orders  of  the  lodge  found 
no  cash  wherewith  they  might  be  satisfied.  But  in  no 
case  was  there  delay,  for  Bro.  Henderson's  own  re- 
sources supplied  lack  in  lodge  treasury.  We  all  know 
the  value  and  length  of  these  services  and  the  brother 
has  high  place  when  we  count  over  those  to  whom  honor 
is  due.  But  to  gather  the  little  details  of  his  life;  to 
gain  such  information  as  will  allow  rapid  portrayal  of 
character  is  difBcult  task.  Usually  age  brings  garrulity 
and  love  of  reminiscent  talk.  But  Bro.  Henderson,  despite 
his  years,  is  still  self-contained,  reserved  and  modest 
as  to  his  own  deserts.  A  sentence  now  and  then  serves 
to  light  up  a  depth  of  character  almost  unsuspected,  but 
these  are  rare  flashes,  and  for  the  rest  the  biographer 
must  rest  content  with  what  lies  upon   the  surface. 

We  doubt  if  more  can  be  revealed  of  this  delightful 
personality  than  is  implied  in  the  term  of  "Uncle  John," 
by  which  our  old  brother  is  generally  known.  It  is  a 
term  of  honor  and  of  liking — betokening  a  kindly  heart 
and  a  pleasantness  of  disposition  which  makes  him  seem 
of  very  kin  to  all  acquaintances.  The  weight  of  passing 
years  has  bowed  the  tall  form,  which  not  so  long  ago 
we  can  remember  as  spare,  but  erect  and  vigorous.  The 
silver  crown  of  time  is  on  his  head,  but  all  the  winters 
have  not  chilled  his  heart,  nor  num^bed  his  brain.  Still 
the  same  cheery  greeting  as  of  old,  though  perhaps  the 
voice  quavers  somewhat  to  the  words.  He  fulfills  to  us 
that  pleasant  conceit  of  one  who  proclaimed  himself 
"eighty  years  young."  The  youth  of  such  a  man  never 
utterly  fails,  nor  can  the  flowers  altogether  wither  about 
him  who  has  light  and  warmth  wRhin  his  soul.  We  shall 
think  of  him,  and  thinking  know  him,  as  one  who  has 
proven  manhood's  most  sterling  qualities,  who  has 
wrested  success  from  life,  and  yet  has  kept  a  gentle 
soul   unscathed  by  time. 

Our  venerable  brother  was  born  in  Dover,  Stewart 
county,    Tennessee,    July    26,    1819.     His   paternal   grand- 
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father  was  a  natiye  of  Virginia,  removing  thence  in  col- 
onial times  to  Kentucky.  Here  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  bora  in  1793.  He  too,  sought  newer  country  in  the 
opening  territory  of  Tennessee,  from  which  state  he  later 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  When  John  W.  was  a  lad  ot 
seventeen  years  (in  1831)  the  family  joined  with  others 
asi  a  colony  to  push  into  the  west  and  form  settlement 
in  Illinois.  This  was  established  in  La  Salle  county.  Our 
brother  remained  here  with  his  parents  for  five  years, 
th^n  finding  a  location  for  himself  near  Toulon,  Stark 
county.  He  early  evinced  an  aptitude  for  business  and 
an  intelligent  grasp  of  public  affairs.  Before  attaining 
bia  majority,  he  received  appointment  as  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  in  Stark  county,  and  held  that  place  for 
six  years.  His  patron  and  friend,  Judge  Ford,'  was  then 
elected  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  his  successor  on  the 
bench,  being  of  a  different  political  persuasion,  displaced 
the  Whig  court  clerk.  Afterward  he  served  as  post- 
master at  Toulon,  for  two  years  was  sheriff  of  the 
county  and  for  four  years  filled  place  as  recorder.  In 
these  positions  he  hadi  come  to  knowledge  and  gained 
confidence  of  his  fellows.  Because  of  his  quaiities,  he 
was  elected  member  of  the  lower  house  in  the  Illinois 
legislature,  representing  Rock  Island  and  Henry  coun- 
ties. 

In  the  meantime  his  father  and  brother  had  come 
to  Iowa  and  found  superiority  of  land  and  opportunities 
beyond  the  Mississippi.  Upon  the  reports  made  our 
brother  In  1853  turned  his  face  to  the  west  and  found 
new  location  in  Johnson  county.  It  was  an  act  requiring 
considerable  courage  and  a  superb  confidence  in  his  own 
(powers.  To  leave  an  assured  position  of  honor  already 
achieved  In  young  manhood,  and  to  begin  over  again 
among  strangers  was  a  venture  from  which  many  might 
well  shrink.  The  event  proved  the  excellent  judgment 
which  dictated  the  change.  Bi-o.  Henderson  purchased 
land  and  for  four  years  did  full  pioneer  duty  on  the  farm. 
The  new  town  of  Western,  growing  up  about  the  Col- 
lege, was  at  that  time  thriving  and  full  of  promise,  and 
for  a  few  years  our  subject  did  business  as  a  general 
merchant  at  that  place.     In  1865  he  removed  to  Cedar 
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Rapids,  and  this  city  has  since  been  his  home.  He  has 
had  part  in  the  growth,  and  aided  in  development  of  the  • 
town  and  its  resources.  In  1868  he  was  one  of  those 
who  reorganized  the  Farmers'  Insurance  Company,  be- 
fore that  time  a  mutual  corporation  and  of  but  small  ac- 
count. Under  new  management  and  with  business  ener- 
gy applied  the  company  has  grown  to  its  present  great 
proportions  and  financial  stability.  Ever  since  the  date 
named  Mr.  Henderson  has  been  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  company.  To  record  the  successes  of  such  a  man  is 
pleasant  task.  For  his  has  been  no  grasping  hand  to 
gain  and  hold  for  selfish  advantage.  The  city  has  bene- 
fitted in  his  prosperity,  and)  the  call  of  worthy  need  has 
ever  met  with  quick  response. 

John  W.  Henderson  was  raised  as  a  Master  Mason  in 
Toulon  Lodge  No.  93  on  May  20,  1850,  and  is  now  the 
oldest  living  Mason  in  Cedar  Rapids.  On  February  3, 
1866,  he  affiliated  with  Crescent  Lodge,  and  in  1868  he 
was  appointed  treasurer  of  the  lodge  to  fill  an  unex- 
pired term.  To  this  place  he  has  been  annually  elected 
ever  since.  His  term  of  service  can  not,  we  believe,  be 
duplicated   in  Iowa. 


LEROY  TRYON  WELD. 

(SIEMBEE  OF  LODGE  COMMITTEE  OX   HISTORY.) 

Crescent  lodge  was  indeed  fortunate  when  it  secured 
adhesion  of  the  brother  named  above  as  an  affiliating  mem- 
ber. Coming  to  us  skilled  and  experienced — a  very  Master 
of  Craft — he  has  repeatedly  proven  his  value  in  both  labor 
and  counsel.  As  a  member  of  the  Lodge  Committee  on  His- 
tory Bro.  Weld  has  co-operated  heartily  in  everything  which 
promised  advantage  or  improvement.  The  writer  has  prof- 
ited by  the  suggestions  of  one  having  broad  knowledge 
of  Masonic  affairs,  and  of  the  requirements  for  such  a  book 
as  we  have  hoped  to  produce. 

Bro.  Weld  was  born  at  Centerville,  Michigan,  September 
19,  1839.  He  came  of  an  old  New  England  family.  His 
father  was  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  was  a  member 
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of  the  Michigan  legislature  in  the  early  40's.  Our  subject 
was  born  and  spent  his  boyhood  years  upon  a  farm.  When 
he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age  his  father  died.  The  desire 
for  an  education  possessed  the  boy,  and  this  was  achieved 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts.  Bro.  Weld  came  to  Iowa  in 
1872  and  finished  his  collegiate  work  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity, from  which  institution  he  received  the  degree  of 
A.  M. 

He  took  up  the  work  of  teaching  at  16  years  of  age, 
and  this  has  been  his  life  profession.  To  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation he  has  devoted  all  his  energies,  nor  has  time  dulled 
his  enthusiasm  in  the  chosen  profession.  For  nearly  four- 
teen years  he  taught  and  filled  position  as  principal  of 
schools  at  Cresco,  Howard  county.  In  1885  he  came  to 
Cedar  Rapids  and  was  superintendent  of  public  schools  in 
this  city.  lAlterwards  he  went  to  Nevada,  Story  county, 
and  there  filled  similar  position  for  eleven  years.  At  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  returned  to  Cedar  Rapids,  and  has 
since  remained,  as  one  of  the  instructors  in  the  Cedar 
Rapids  Business  College.  In  1886  Bro.  Weld  was  elected 
President  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association — a  high  and 
well-deserved  compliment  to  his  ability  as  an  educator. 
He  is  especially  In  demand  for  Institute  work  and  has 
taken  prominent  part  in  more  than  one  hundred  sessions 
of  these  gatherings  for  instruction  of  teachers. 

Bro.  Weld  received  his  Masonic  degrees  in  Sioux  City 
(now  Landmark)  Lodge  No.  103,  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  He 
was  initiated  January  27,  passed  March  1  and  raised  April 
10,  1S66.  He  demitted  from  that  lodge  May  3,  1872,  joining 
Cresco  Lodge  No.  150  on  February  11,  1873.  In  1874  he 
was  elected  Senior  Wjarden,  and  Worshipful  Master  the 
succeeding  year.  He  was  again  Senior  Warden  in  1881. 
We  find  that  he  joined  Nevada  Lodge  No.  99,  at  Nevada, 
Story  county,  March  16,  18S9.  Of  this  latter  body  he  was 
Senior  Warden  in  1890,  and  retained  his  membership  therein 
until  February  10,  19O0.  June  4,  1900,  he  joined  Crescent 
lodge  by  demit,  and  has,  we  trust  and  believe,  become  a 
fixture  with  us.  In  the  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Brother 
Weld  served  as  Grand  High  Priest  for  the  year  1895-96. 

The  personal  qualities  and  character  of  Bro.  Weld 
are  such  as  to  command  respect,  which  upon  acquaintance 
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speedily  ripens  Into  real  esteem.  The  years  have  taught 
him  many  lessons  which  are  exemplified  in  kindliness  to 
his  fellows.  He  is  broadly  tolerant,  yet  uncompromising 
where  principles  of  right  and  wrong  are  concerned.  In 
the  lodge  room  his  ritualistic  work  is  characterized  by  feel- 
ing and  sincerity,  and  in  our  entire  membership  there  is 
no  man  better  fitted  to  speak  wisely  and  convincingly  on 
sudden  call. 


JOSEPH   E.   MORCOMBE. 

(Historian  of  Crescent  Lodge.) 

It  having  been  decided  by  the  Committee  in  charge  of 
this  work  that  Bro.  Morcombe's  portrait  and  sketch  should 
appear  herein,  he  has  refused  to  attempt  the  autobiograph- 
ical. For  all  else  in  the  volume  he  is  willing  to  assume 
responsibility.  The  Committee  therefore  asked  Bro.  W.  E. 
Holmes,  of  Mt.  Hermon  lodge  No.  2€3,  and  city  editor  of  the 
Evening  Gazette,  to  supply  what  was  necessary.  To  the 
kindness  of  this  brother  we  are  indebted  for  the  following: 

Bro.  Jos.  E.  Morcombe,  the  historian  of  Crescent  lodge 
and  the  compiler  of  this  volume,  was  born  near  Cardiff, 
■Wales,  Sept.  1,  1859.  The  earlier  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  with  his  grandparents.  In  1870,  with  the  family  of 
an  aunt,  Bro.  Morcombe  came  to  America,  locating  in 
Illinois,  where  he  received  his  schooling.  Being  obliged  by 
"force  of  necessity"  to  end  his  college  days  very  suddenly 
before  graduation,  Bro.  Morcombe  entered  a  country  print- 
ing office,  where  he  served  through  a  strenuous  apprentice- 
ship, finally  graduating  from  the  "case"  to  the  editor's 
desk.  Bro.  Morcombe  was  married  in  1881,  and  that  union 
was  blessed  with  four  children,  three  of  whom  have  passed 
on.  Bro.  Morcombe  was  made  a  Mason  in  Crescent  lodge, 
in  1894,  at  which  time  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  attract 
the  notice  of  the  late  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  who  personally 
directed  his  efforts  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
history  and  meanings  of  Masonry — a  line  of  research  and 
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study  which  few  men  of  his  years  have  followed  more  intel- 
ligently, systematically  and  energetically.  The  magnificent 
Iowa  M^onic  library  has  afforded  him  an  opportunity  such 
as  only  those  who  are  located  close  to  It  can  enjoy.  Bro. 
Morcomhe  first  entered  Grand  Lodge  in  1901,  when  he 
prepared  an  exhaustive  and  comprehensive  report  upon  this 
library,  an  effort  which  attracted  wide  attention  through- 
out the  fraternity  and  marked  him  as  one  from  whom  much 
greater  things  might  be  expected.  When  the  Iowa  grand 
lodge  decided  to  authorize  a  biography  of  the  late  Grand 
Secretary  Parvin,  Bro.  Morcomhe  was  elected  to  that  tasic, 
which  h«  took  up  as  a  labor  of  love.  In  this  he  has  shown 
most  commendable  discretion,  avoiding  what  might  be 
termed  editorial  eulogy  and  devoting  practically  all  his 
efforts  to  putting  into  proper  form  the  great  mass  of 
autobiographical  material  which  Bro.  Parvin  had  left  as 
the  result  of  a  life's  work.  In  1905  Bro.  Morcomhe  was 
elected  historian  of  Crescent  lodge,  and  In  the  same  year 
was  chosen  historian  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  work  upon 
which  he  is  now  engaged.  In  1901  he  was  selected  by  the 
Grand  Master  as  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence, 
and  his  reports  have  attracted  the  attention  of  the  craft  all 
over; the  world.    He  still  occupies  that  important  position. 

To  Bro.  Morcomhe  belongs  the  credit  of  suggesting  the 
celebration  of  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  "grand  lodge  of  England,"  a  suggestion  |that  has 
met  with  the  most  cordial  approval  of  the  craft  everywhere. 
It  is  not  too  early  now  to  predict  that  the  proposed  cele- 
bration will  be  held,  and  that  every  Masonic  jurisdiction  in 
the  world  will  be  represented  thereat,  the  greatest  and  jmost 
remarakble  gathering  ever  held. 

It  is  not  an  extravagance  to  say,  thatiyoung  as  he  is  in 
the  craft,  Bro.  Morcomhe  is  one  of  the  best  known  Masons 
in  the  world  today.  It  is  as  a  student;  and  as  a  writer  upon 
practical  lines  that  Bro.  Morcomhe  cares  most  to  be  recog- 
nized. iTo  him  many  a  brother  owes  his  most  perfect  )knowl- 
edge  and  understanding  of  the  symbols  of  the  order,  a 
subject  upon  which  he  is  yet  engaged  in  jprofound  research, 
in  conjunction  with  some  of  the  most  noted  archeological 
students  of  the  world.  In  the  more  recent  years  almost 
every  phase  of  Masonry,  its  aims  and  purposes,  have  beefn 
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discussed  by  Bro.  Morcombe  through  the  medium  of  the 
press  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  craft.  Not  all  the  con- 
temporaneous writers  have  agreed  with  him;  in  some  things 
— in  fact,  many  have  widely  disagreed  with  some  of  his 
more  advanced  views,  but  all  concede  that  he  is  eminently 
fair  in  (discussion  and  that  all  his  influence  is  on  the  side,  of 
the  most  practical  work  and  the  greatest  good  for  individual 
members  that  can  be  attained.  In  nothing  that  he  has 
written,  perhaps,  is  Bro.  Morcombe's  views  on  Masonry 
better  or  more  clearly  shown  than  in  a  recent  essay  on 
"The  Ideal  Masonic  Lodge,"  from  the  concluding  paragraph 
of  which  we  quote: 

"Here,  if  difference  and  contention  should  arise,  the 
immediate  influence  of  all  would  operate  to  allay  passion, 
bring  dispute  to  adjustment  and  restore  the  marred  rela- 
tionship. While  grave  offenses  would  demand  discipline, 
there  would  go  with  just  reproof  the  whisper  of  forgive- 
ness. The  hand-grasp  of  a  brother  would  serve  to  arrest 
him  in  danger  of  falling,  and  charity's  broad  mantle  shield 
the  weak  and  erring  one  from  chill  of  neglect  or  biting 
breath  of  needless  reproach.  If  poverty  or  sickness  or 
distress  fell  into  a  brother's  life  the  ministrations  of  his 
fellows  sh<Juld  come  with  quick  and  plentiful  relief.  And 
this  not  tendered  as  alms  or  a  grudged  dole,  but  offered  with 
such  sweet  sympathy  as  some  time  God's  messengers  may 
bear  to  us  when  they  bring  fulfillment  of  our  dearest  wish. 
When  to  one  there  shall  come  the  call  of  the  Master,  and 
the  soul's  worn  casket  must  be  surrendered  back  to  earth 
there  would  be  no  pitiful  and  straggling  group  of  followers 
— a  reproach  to  Masonry  and  an  insult  to  the  memory  of 
the  dead;  but  a  full  line  of  brethren,  moving  reverently  to 
the  grave,  there  to  attest  anew  their  faith  in  God's  Father- 
hood and  the  Immortality  of  Man.  And  after,  to  the  weak 
and  helpless  ones  bereft,  there  should  come  guidance  and 
guardianship,  and  constant,  tender  care. 

"My  ideal  lodge  should  be  a  real  brotherhood,  in  which 
each  would  bear  equal  share  of  burden,  each  have  equal  part 
of  good.  Within  the  tyled  doors  neither  malice  nor  envy  nor 
slander  might  gain  entrance,  nor  any  shadow  of  hatred 
between   brethren   fall    across   its    threshhold.    Within    its 
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sacred  precincts  heart  would  speak  to  heart,  and  grasp  and 
smile  reveal  a  sentiment  all  too  ^deep  for  current  formulas 
of  speech.  Here  would  be  privileges  too  highly  prized  for 
forfeiture,  and  never  to  be  weighed  as  against  pecuniary 
cost.  And  beyond  all  boast  of  Masonic  antiquity  or  praise 
of  meaning  symbolism,  the  beauty  and  value  and  perman- 
ence of  Miasonic  teachings  would  be  continually  evidenced 
in  fair  and  cleanly  lives  and  in  deeds  of  loving  kindness." 

From  these,  as  his  ideals,  the  writer  hereof  is  willing  that 
Bro.  Morcombe's  Masonic  quality  and  characteristics  shall 
be  judged. 


SOME   STRAY   INCIDENTS 


SOME 
STRAY  INCIDENTS 


Since  closing  the  narrative  of  lodge  .history,  as  given 
in  preceding  pages,  a  few  items  of  interest  have  been  dis- 
covered. Rather  than  that  these  should  he  lost,  or  again 
forgotten  they  are  placed  in  this  appendix.  First  from  the 
Voice  of  Masonry,  for  May,  1866,  there  is  extracted  notice 
of  a  School  of  Instruction  held  at  Cedar  Rapids.  The  im- 
portance of  this  gathering  is  to  be  judged  from  knowledge 
of  confusion  in  Masonic  work  in  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  at 
that  time,  and  efforts  then  being  made  to  secure  uniform- 
ity.    The  quotation. is  in  full: 

"The  'Philip  C.  Tucker  School  of  Instruction'  convened 
in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  on  the  27th  of  March 
(186€)  and  continued  in  session  four  days.  M.  W.  E.  A. 
Gullbert,  Grand  Master,  being  detained  until  evening,  the 
school  was  opened  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  by  R.  W.  James  L. 
Enos,  S.  G.  "W. 

"Fifteen  different  liodges  were  represented,  and  a  large 
number  of  visitors  were  in  attendance.  The  day  sessions 
were  devoted  to  rehearsing  the  lectures  and  methods  of 
work,  and  the  evenings  to  actual  work  on  each  degree.  In 
Crescent  Lodge  No.  25,  Grand  Master  Guilbert  presiding. 
The  last  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  general  remarks, 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  Craft,  embracing  the  symbols, 
emblems,  etc.,  of  the  Order,  opening  its  vastness  to  the  view 
of  the  Masonic  students. 

"Bro.  Enos  recited  Rob  Morris'  immortal  poem,  'The 
Emblems  of  the  Craft,'  and  paid  a  well-merited  compli- 
ment to  its  accomplished  author,  which  was  warmly  ap- 
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plauded.  Remarks  on  the  wearing  of  emblems  were  made 
by  Bros.  Crawley,  Miller,  Henderson,  Truesdell,  Walworth, 
Wlheaton  and  others,  all  agreeing  that  such  badges  should 
be  worthily  worn,  and  not  improperly  displayed. 

"The  school  was  closed  with  a  festival  at  the  American 
House,  which  was  a  fine  affair,  done  up  in  the  style  that 
Bro.  R.  I.  Jackson,  the  proprietor,  knows  so  well  how  to  do. 
Speeches  were  made  by  Grand  Master  Guilbert,  Senior  Grand 
Wlarden  Enos,  Bros.  Henderson,  Wheaton,  Crawley  and 
others.  Bro.  Guilbert  paid  a  high  compliment  to  the  breth- 
ren of  Crescent  Iiodge  for  their  efforts  in  the  noble  art. 
The  festivities  were  continued  by  the  brethren  and  their 
ladies  until  low  twelve,  when  all  retired  in  Harmony  and 
Love. 

"At  the  school  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  a  Masonic  celebration  on  the  24th  of  June 
next.  It  is  designed  to  make  this  the  grandest  convocation 
of  Masons  ever  held  in  the  west.  It  is  to  be  held  at  Cedar 
Rapids." 

Of  the  St.  John's  Day  celebration,  above  mentioned, 
there  is  this  mention  in  a  local  newspaper:  "The  celebra- 
tion of  St.  John's  day,  by  Crescent  Lodge  of  this  city,  which 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last  (June  26)  was  a  very  pleasant 
affair.  After  marching  through  the  principal  streets,  the 
procession  repaired  to  the  grove  north  of  town,  where  the 
audience  was  addressed  by  Robert  Morris,  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Kentucky;  now,  we  believe,  a  resident  of  Chicago. 
The  address  was  truly  eloquent.  It  gave  plainer  explana- 
tions and  more  beautiful  illustrations  of  the  symbols  of 
Masonry  than  it  has  ever  before  been  our  good  fortime  to 
listen  to.  The  beauties  and  benefits  of  Masonry  were  por- 
trayed in  glowing  characters,  and  the  whole  address  did 
honor  to  the  speaker  and  his  cause.  After  the  address,  the 
fraternity  and  families  partook  of  the  bountiful  repast 
spread  for  them  in  the  grove.  The  performances  were 
interspersed  with  music  by  the  Cedar  Rapids  Brass  Band, 
and  with  selections  rendered  by  a  quartette  of  male  singers. 
The  pieces  sang  by  the  latter  were  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion, to  which  the  sentiment  was  admirably  adapted.  A 
ball  in  the  evening  closed  the  festivities,  all  of  which,  we 
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believe,  passed  off  pleasantly  to  those  who-  participated,  and 
profitably  to  all  interested  in  the  cause  of  Masonry." 

The  address  of  Bro.  Rob.  Morris,  delivered  on  this  oc- 
casion, was  published  in  the  Voice  of  Masonry  in  its  issues 
of  August  and  September,  1866,  under  title  of  "Mortar  and 
Trowel,  or  the  'Symbolisms  of  Masonry  Practically  Consid- 
ered." Of  this  address  Bro.  Snos  wrote:  "Everybody 
praises  it.  It  was  a  most  happy  effort,  and  our  social 
time  in  the  evening  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  in 
attendance  as  one  of  the  bright  spots  in  life.  Bro.  Morris 
is  particularly  happy  on  such  occasions." 

Of  his  visit  to  Cedar  Kapids  Bro.  Morris  expressed 
himself  with  earnest  appreciation.  He  related  his  "hospi- 
table reception  in  the  kind-hearted  family  of  Bro.  Rowland." 
He  told  of  the  ardent  quality  of  his  reception  by  the  Cedar 
Rapids  brethren  and  the  delegations  from  neighboring 
lodges.  He  told  also  of  the  beauties  of  Cedar  Rapids,  of 
the  friendliness  of  Bro.  Enos  and  his  wife,  of  the  reception 
and  picnic  In  the  grove  and  declared  "the  'Happy-oh'  of  the 
evening  entertainment  have  traced  themselves  in  living 
lines  upon  my  memory."  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
original  letter  from  the  poet  laureate  of  Masonry  was  not 
published.  A  mere  synopsis,  as  given  above,  appears  in  the 
Voice  of  Masonry. 

A  majority  of  members  of  Crescent  Lodge  remember 
the  meeting  place  at  First  avenue  and  Second  street,  but 
few  have  knowledge  of  its  opening  for  Craft  uses.  The 
following  extract  will  therefore  be  read  with  interests: 

(Cedar  Rapids  Daily  Observer,  January  6,  ISTi). 

"Last  evening  the  Masons  of  the  city,  under  auspices  of 
Trowel  Chapter  No.  49,  gave  a  grand  reception  at  their  new 
hall,  over  the  City  National  Bank,  the  occasion  being  the 
opening  of  this  beautiful  Masonic  Temple.  The  size  of  the 
main  hall  is  22x!61  feet,  besides  which  there  are  two  ante- 
rooms. The  whole  is  nicely  carpeted  and  'flxed-up'  gener- 
ally. In  the  temple  and  ante-rooms  there  are  twelve  large- 
sized  windows,  nicely  fitted  up  with  inside  Venetian  blinds. 

"The  furniture  of  the  temple,  such  as  the  altar,  the 
marble-topped  stands,  one  at  each  end  of  the  hall,  the  Sec- 
retary's desk,  etc.,  was  manufactured  by  Mr.  C.  Fordyce, 
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who  is  a  regular  genius  in  making  such  articles.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  they  are  of  superior  workmanship  and 
elegant  finish.  The  walls  are  beautifully  finished  and  are 
ornamented  by  three  terra-cotta  centerpieces,  from  which 
are  suspended  three  beautiful  chandeliers.  Several  swords, 
elegantly  ornamented,  were  hung  around  the  room  and  at 
the  entrance  door. 

"As  we  entered  the  door  leading  to  the  ante-room  we 
found  his  Honor  the  Mayor  (T.  Z.  Cook)  stationed  at 
that  spot  to  welcome  the  guests  as  they  came  in.  Prom 
thence  we  were  ushered  into  the  main  hall,  there  to  find  a 
large  company  of  the  elite  of  the  city — ^the  wives,  sisters 
and  daughters  of  Masons  of  all  degrees — and  a  few  others. 

"A.  R.  West,  Worshipful  Master  of  Crescent  Lodge  No. 
25,  announced  that  the  order  of  exercises  determined  on 
for  the  evening's  entertainment  were  not  very  elaborate,  but 
consisted  of  a  little  music  and  singing.  They  would,  he 
said,  depend  on  all  present  to  make  themselves  as  sociable 
as  possible,  and  thus  contribute  to  the  general  entertain- 
ment. He  then  announced  the  opening  piece  to  be  'Nearer, 
MJy  God,  to  Thee.'  Miss  Earl  presided  at  the  organ,  which 
was  kindly  lent  for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  Billings.  The 
quartette,  which  rendered  this  selection  with  good  effect, 
were  Mrs.  J.  L.  Sever,  Miss  C.  Dingman,  Mj.  A.  R.  West 
and  Mr.  E.  C.  Draper.  This  was  followed  by  a  duet  entitled 
'Beautiful  Star,'  admirably  executed  by  Mrs.  Billings  and 
Miss  Dingman.  Next  followed  a  song  by  the  quartette,  'If 
You'll  Promise  Me  Not  to  Tell.'  This  called  out  much 
applause  from  the  audience. 

"Next  came  the  speeches.  Mr.  West  remarked  that 
much  talk  had  arisen  about  a  certain  animal  they  were 
supposed  to  keep  in  such  places;  he  meant  the  Goat.  He 
would  now  Introduce  him  to  the  audience.  Here  he  pointed 
to  Mr.  E.  S.  Hill,  who  stood  near  him.  Mr.  Hill  then  gave 
a  neat  little  speech.  Then  followed  a  talk  by  Dr.  J.  L. 
Enos,  whom  Mr.  West  introduced  as  'the  old  tame  goat." 
Mr.  Enos  gave  an  excellent  speech,  showing  some  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Masonic  institution,  which  was  received 
with  applause.  'The  Larboard  Watch,'  was  sung  by  Messrs. 
Draper  and  West. 

"A  procession  was  then  formed,  and  a  general  prom- 
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enade  around  the  room  followed.  Mr.  Calder,  Sr.,  was 
dressed  in  the  High  Priest's  robes,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Chapter  retired  to  the  ante-room  and  arrayed  themselves  in 
the  robes  of  their  stations.  These  also  joined  the  proces- 
sion, which  moved  onward,  accompanied  by  a  lively  air 
on  the  organ. 

"Alter  this  Mr.  West  introduced  Mr.  Calder  as  a  Mason 
of  more  than  half  a  century.  A  song  being  called  for  Mr. 
Calder  sang  'Down  the  Stream  of  Time,'  which  on  account 
of  its  appropriateness  was  heartily  applauded.  'Maggie's 
Secret,'  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bever,  came  next.  Her  clear  and 
sweet  voice  made  the  hall  ring  with  rich  melody.  A  trio — 
Mrs.  Billings  and  Messrs.  West  and  Draper — sang  '  'Tis  the 
Heart  Makes  Home.'  This  was  also  excellently  executed. 
The  quartette  followed  with  'Wlhen  Sunset  Clouds  Have 
Passed  Away.'  After  some  more  promenading,  'Old  Hun- 
dred' was  sung  by  the  whole  audience,  and  the  company 
separated,  having  enjoyed  a  splendid  time. 

"We  hope  this  will  not  be  the  last  of  such  gatherings. 
We  overheard  some  of  the  ladies  talking  about  starting  a 
ladies'  lodge,  in  the  city.  We  hope  they  will  do  it,  and 
have  no  doubt  that  they  will  at  no  very  distant  day,  for 
they  were  not  talking  simply  for  the  sake  of  talking — some 
of  them  having  been  members  of  ladies'  lodges  in  the 
eastern  states." 

Yet  in  spite  of  the  talking  then  indulged  in,  more  than 
twenty  years  were  to  elapse  before  a  chapter  of  the  Order 
of  Blastern  Star  was  organized  in  Cedar  Rapids.  And,  be 
it  said,  that  institution  of  that  auxiliary  body  was  owing  to 
efforts  put  forth  by  members  of  Crescent  liodge. 
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